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This document is a compilation of campus-related fire incidents from January 2000 to March 4, 2011.  These incidents have been identified through media sources 
and are the most complete listing available of fire safety incidents occurring in on-campus (residence halls), Greek housing (fraternities and sororities) and off-
campus (typically rented houses and apartments).  This listing represents both fatal and non-fatal incidents identified by Campus Firewatch (www.campus-
firewatch.com).  For more information, contact Ed Comeau, publisher, at 413-323-6002 or ecomeau@campus-firewatch.com.  
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Campus Incidents January 2000 to March 4, 2011 
 

 
 
Information about these incidents was obtained primarily from media sources and, unless otherwise indicated, has not been 
independently verified.  A number of different sources are used to obtain as comprehensive a report as is possible. 
 
Since January 2000, over 80% of the people have died in off-campus student housing.  Because the media does not 
necessarily report all fires as involving students, it is reasonable to assume that there are significantly more incidents 
involving students than are compiled in this document. 
 
Fatal fires are in red. 
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4/16/01 University of 
Alaska, 
Fairbanks 

Fairbanks AK  Residence 
hall 

sprinkler 
save 

At 1630 hours Monday April 17, 2001 University of Alaska 
Fairbanks emergency dispatch received an electronic 
alarm activation from a smoke detector in room 420 
McIntosh Hall. A fire department response was initiated at 
1831 and first units were on scene at 1833.  
 
During response dispatch received a water flow alarm for 
4th floor McIntosh Hall. University fire department 
response was upgraded per benchmarks and UAF Police 
also responded. In rapid succession the corridor smoke 
alarm, stairwell smoke alarm, and room alarms 415 and 
417 came in to the alarm center. Also a security alarm for 
fire exit doors opening at McIntosh Hall came in. This 
information was passed on to responding units and a 
general alarm for UFD was struck at 1833 bringing 25 
UFD firefighters on 2 engines, 2 ladders, and numerous 
medical and command units to the scene.  
 
Upon arrival the UFD battalion chief was met by students 
confirming a fire in the fourth floor room 420, and that a 
sprinkler was flowing. Students were evacuating all floors 
of the building in an orderly fashion. Firefighters made 
their way to the 4th floor and fire room with a hose line 
and extinguishers, to find moderate to heavy smoke 
condition and a sprinkler operating. Firefighters positive 
pressured (ventilated) the stairwell and fire floor, 
completed extinguishment, and initiated salvage 
operations. Additional crews were sent to systematically 
search each floor and room for any remaining occupants. 
None were found. Another crew was sent to control 
sprinkler flow, which was accomplished within 20 minutes 
of the alarm.  
 
UAF Facility Services restored sprinkler and alarm 
systems within the hour.  Facilities Services also 
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responded clean up and damage repair crews. UAF RA's 
and Residence Life officials attended to the welfare of 
displaced students and assisted in building security during 
the incident.  
 
UFD fire officials have determined the fire was caused by 
smoking materials that were left on an overstuff chair. The 
occupant had left the room for dinner. Fire smoldered in 
the fabric and dense foam insulation of the lounge chair 
until reaching a rapid burning state. Smoke detection was 
delayed as the room smoke detector had been wrapped in 
a plastic bag prior to the incident. However, the detector 
did function as was noted by the alarm record. The fire 
sprinkler controlled the fire with just one head. Fire and 
smoke damage was limited to the room of origin. 6 to 8 
rooms on the 4th floor received water flooding and wet 
carpets. The dormitory was able to reopen later that 
evening with only the occupant of room 420 displaced.  
 
UAF Residence halls are fully sprinklered and have an 
addressable alarm system. A few campus apartments still 
need sprinklers, which is a work in progress.  McIntosh 
Hall is a non-smoking dorm. UFD also has been using 
Campus Firewatch the past year and a half to heighten 
administration awareness to the fire issue on campus.  

5/4/02 University of 
Alas/ka Fairbanks 

Fairbanks AK  Residence 
hall 

sprinkler 
save 

At 11:19 p.m. on May 4, 2002 the University Dispatch 
Center received an alarm indicating that a smoke detector 
had activated in the first floor kitchen of one of the 4-story 
residence halls.  This was followed 12 seconds later by an 
alarm from a smoke detector on the first floor, 1 second 
later by a smoke detector on the west side landing and 
finally 4 seconds later by a smoke detector in one of the 
student rooms.  40 seconds into the incident the Dispatch 
center received a sprinkler flow alarm. 
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As the University Fire Department arrived on the scene 
one minute later, they found the building being evacuated 
and light smoke in the lower level.  Two sprinkler heads 
had activated in the kitchen and extinguished the grease 
fire.  The cause of the fire was unattended cooking. 
 
There was minor damage from the smoke and water. 
 
This is the second room fire since the sprinklers were 
installed in the residence halls and in both cases, a fire 
that could have done substantial damage was confined to 
the room of origin and limited to minor damage. 
 
The University of Alaska Fairbanks had just completed 
installing sprinkles and state of the art addressable fire 
alarm systems in all of their residence halls last year.   
The University is also installing sprinkler and fire alarm 
systems in all of the major campus buildings, and we are 
about 90% complete with that project. 
 
(Submitted Edith Curry, fire marshal for the University of 
Alaska/Fairbanks) 

1/20/05 University of 
Alaska 

Fairbanks AK  Off-campus  A cabin fire broke out around 10:30 a.m., with the smell of 
smoke awakening the student who lived there. The only 
resident of the home, the student tried to put the fire out 
himself with water, but was unsuccessful. He threw 
valuable possessions outside onto the snow in the thirty-
degrees-below-zero weather. The cabin, a roughly 16-foot 
by 20-foot modified A-frame, sat among a handful of other 
cabins. Firefighters had to pull hose down a winding trail 
to reach the structure, which is tucked into the woods. 
Soot buildup in the chimney appears to be the cause of 
fire. Although there was no one injured in the blaze, the 
fire completely destroyed the house, leaving 
approximately $50,000 in damage and the student 
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homeless. 

2/26/06 University of 
Alaska 

Anchorage AK 2 Off-
campus  

fatal Two people were killed in an off-campus house fire.  
The fire, which broke out shortly after 9:00 p.m., 
originated in the garage and spread into the house.  
According to fire officials, the woman came home and 
found the house on fire.  She attempted to enter 
house to locate the male occupant.  The victims were 
found on the upper level next to a door where a 2òx 6ò 
piece of wood had been propped up and nailed under 
the door handle so that it could not be opened.  
Officials report that there was no evidence of smoke 
alarms and that both victims had elevated blood 
alcohol levels. 
 
Krystal Bridge, 19 (student) 
Chris Ihde, 22 
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Campus Incidents January 2000 to March 4, 2011 
 

 
 
Information about these incidents was obtained primarily from media sources and, unless otherwise indicated, has not been 
independently verified.  A number of different sources are used to obtain as comprehensive a report as is possible. 
 
Since January 2000, over 80% of the people have died in off-campus student housing.  Because the media does not 
necessarily report all fires as involving students, it is reasonable to assume that there are significantly more incidents 
involving students than are compiled in this document. 
 
Fatal fires are in red. 
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1/14/00 University of 
Alabama 

Tuscaloosa 
 

AL  Residence 
hall 

 It was believed that a student set fire to his dormitory 
room as part of an unsuccessful suicide attempt.  The fire 
was limited to the room of origin.  The student was treated 
for smoke inhalation. 

8/21/00 Auburn 
University 

Auburn AL  Support  A fire that started in a deep-fat fryer caused the 
evacuation of the universityôs largest building.  Haley 
Center has 142 classrooms and houses the universityôs 
bookstore. 

12/7/01 Jacksonville 
State 
University 

Jacksonville AL  Greek ï 
fraternity 

porch, 
couch 

A fire was started in a couch that was on the porch of a 
fraternity.  The early morning fire is being treated as 
arson, and is the second fire within a week.  The fraternity 
was unoccupied at the time of the fire. 

8/22/02 University of 
Alabama 

Tuscaloosa AL  Greek-
sorority 

 The fire department responded to a fire in the Delta Sigma 
Theta sorority at 4:50 a.m.  The first floor of the sorority 
was damaged, and all eight occupants were able to 
escape from the building.  Two students were arrested in 
connection with an earlier shooting incident at a joint 
picnic between the sorority and a fraternity.  It is unknown 
at this time if the shooting and the fire are connected. 

10/1/04 University of 
Alabama 
 

Tuscaloosa AL  Greek-
sorority 

 A mattress fire started around 9 p.m. in Alpha Omicron Pi 
house. The fire seemed to be concentrated at the back of 
the house and was not visible from the front. Firefighters 
placed large fans at the front to alleviate smoke problems. 
There were no injuries, and paramedics did not respond to 
the call. The 22 members and housemother who live in 
the house escaped without injury. The cause of the fire is 
unknown. 

11/04/04 Tuskegee 
University 
 

Tuskegee AL  Academic  Fire was reported by a student at 4:25 p.m. in a barn that 
was converted into a classroom building on campus. The 
fire may have started in the ceiling of the structure. The 
barn collapsed at one point during the fire and campus 
police evacuated nearby buildings. The cause of the fire 
remains under investigation. 
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4/16/05 Alabama A&M 
University 

Huntsville AL  Residence 
hall 

 Two female students were seriously injured as a result of 
an early morning fire just outside the door of the studentsô 
room.  The fire, which was determined to be incendiary, 
ignited the door, forcing the two occupants of the room to 
leap from their fourth floor window.  Just prior to their 
jumping, the occupants in the next room threw down their 
mattress to the ground to provide a softer landing surface, 
but the mattress was blown away in the wind. 
 
The fire was put out quickly, but the two students jumped 
from their fourth floor window to safety before rescuers 
arrived. One woman has a broken ankle, while the other 
remained hospitalized for head injuries. 

12/6/05 
 

University of 
Alabama 
 

Tuscaloosa AL  Residence 
hall 

 A fire in a bathroom is being treated as arson.  The fire 
broke out at approximately 3:15 a.m. and caused 
approximately $100 in damage. 

7/14/06  Tuscaloosa AL  Off-campus  A fire destroyed 12 apartments in a complex housing 
students and damaged 12 others.  The cause of the fire 
was unknown at press time. 
 

5/9/07 Alabama A&M 
 

Huntsville AL  Residence 
hall 

 A trash can in a bathroom on the fourth floor was ignited in 
a fire. 

10/8/07 Oakwood 
College 

Huntsville AL  Academic -
laboratory 

 Two students and a teacher were injured in a flash fire 
during a chemistry demonstration involving methanol. 

11/9/07 Southern 
Union State 
Community 
College 

Wadley AL  Residence 
hall 

 The second fire within several weeks broke out in a 
second floor bedroom of a residence hall.  The cause is 
unknown but it is believed that it may be electrical.  
Several students were treated for smoke inhalation and 
one was hospitalized overnight.  The smoke was reported 
to be so thick that one student jumped from a third-story 
window. 

11/18/07 University of 
South 
Alabama 

Mobile AL  Residence 
hall 

 A room was damaged by a fire in a residence hall. 

12/05/08 Alabama Montgomery AL  Academic  A fire broke out in the Leila Barlow Theater, destroying the 
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State 
University 

theater's curtains. 

4/5/10 Bishop State 
Community 
College 

Mobile AL  Administrat
ion 

 

 The old archives building was heavily damaged by a fire, 
causing $60,000 in damage.  The cause of the fire is 
suspicious. 

9/30/10 University of 
South 
Alabama 

Mobile AL  Unknown  September 30, 2010 
Unknown occupancy 
University of South Alabama 
Mobile, Alabama 
 
A fire was reported in a building at 5:30 p.m.  The fire had 
been set in a men's room trash can.  A student was 
subsequently arrested and charged with starting four fires. 
 

12/6/10 Alabama A&M Madison 
County 

AL  Academic  A chemical fire broke out in a classroom building on the 
third floor at approximately 4:15 p.m.  No one was injured. 
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Information about these incidents was obtained primarily from media sources and, unless otherwise indicated, has not been 
independently verified.  A number of different sources are used to obtain as comprehensive a report as is possible. 
 
Since January 2000, over 80% of the people have died in off-campus student housing.  Because the media does not 
necessarily report all fires as involving students, it is reasonable to assume that there are significantly more incidents 
involving students than are compiled in this document. 
 
Fatal fires are in red. 
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7/22/02 Arkansas 
State 
University 

Jonesboro AR  Greek - 
fraternity 

 A vacant fraternity house was destroyed in a fire that 
officials believe was deliberately set.  The fire was spotted 
by a university police officer at 1:00 a.m.  When the fire 
department arrived on the scene there was heavy smoke 
coming from the building.  It is believed that someone 
entered the building, poured flammable liquid in multiple 
locations before igniting the fire. 

11/21/02 Harding 
University 

Searcy AR  Support  A fire in the schoolôs American Heritage Center destroyed 
several rooms.  The building contained meeting rooms, a 
cafeteria, offices and a hotel.  At approximately 11:00 p.m. 
a student called the university security office to report that 
there was smoke coming from the buildingôs second floor.  
The fire department was then notified. 
 
Upon arrival fire crews found a 20-foot by 60-foot area 
involved in fire.  Fire damage was limited to the northwest 
corner of the building. 

3/31/05 John Brown 
University 

Fayetteville AR  Residence 
hall 

 Fire broke out in a kitchen of one of four units of an 
apartment complex, displacing some students and an 
elderly woman. Firefighters put the fire out quickly, but the 
fire spread and completely destroyed two apartments. The 
university has provided the students with temporary 
housing. The wind appears to have facilitated the fire 
spreading from one unit to the other. The cause of the fire 
remains under investigation. 

5/12/07 University of 
Arkansas at 
Little Rock 

Little Rock AR  Off-campus  A fire in an off-campus apartment trapped a senior who 
was forced to jump from a second story window to 
escape.  The fire occurred a week before finals and 
destroyed five years of schoolwork. 

5/3/08 University of 
Arkansas 

Pine Bluff AR  Residence 
hall 

 A fire at 3:33 a.m. on the second floor of a 3-story 
residence hall displaced 110 students and injured three.  It 
was reported that 50 rooms were damaged by the fire.  
The cause was not reported. 

7/12/10 University of Fayetteville AR  Greek- sprinkler A fire broke out early in the morning in the unoccupied Phi 
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Arkansas fraternity save Gamma Delta fraternity.  The fire, which is believed to be 
arson, broke out in the basement and activated the 
building's automatic fire sprinkler system.  The building 
was scheduled to be renovated in the fall. 

9/4/10 South 
Arkansas 
Community 
College 

El Dorado AR  Unknown  A fire broke out on the roof of a building under 
construction at approximately 7:00 a.m.  There was no 
report on the extent of the damage. 

10/26/10 Lyon College Batesville AR  Dining 
Commons 

 A cafeteria building was completely destroyed by a fire 
that broke out at approximately 4:00 p.m.  No further 
information is available at this time. 
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Information about these incidents was obtained primarily from media sources and, unless otherwise indicated, has not been 
independently verified.  A number of different sources are used to obtain as comprehensive a report as is possible. 
 
Since January 2000, over 80% of the people have died in off-campus student housing.  Because the media does not 
necessarily report all fires as involving students, it is reasonable to assume that there are significantly more incidents 
involving students than are compiled in this document. 
 
Fatal fires are in red. 
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