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July 7, 2010 
 
Fire safety is a serious problem in our nation.  Each year, thousands of people are killed and 
many more are injured in fires that are, so often, preventable.  Unfortunately, many people do not 
know the basic steps they can take to prevent these tragedies and save their lives and those 
around them. 
 
Each of us who has signed this letter has suffered one of these tragedies and has lost a child who 
died in a fire while going to college.  At a time when they had their lives ahead of them, when their 
future was bright, these promising lives were cut short. 
 
Fire safety education is key to helping stop the needless loss of life that occurs every single day, 
not only on campuses but across the country.  Unfortunately, these important life skills are not 
being taught to our young adults along with the other skills they learn as they gain more 
responsibilities.  Here is a chance to change this and make a new, fire-safe generation. 
 
The Campus Fire Safety Education Act of 2010, HR 4908 and S 3142, will provide colleges 
and universities with the resources to help deliver fire safety programs to today’s young 
generation and those to follow.  Your leadership can help in making sure that we provide our 
young people with the very knowledge they need to live long and productive lives and to pass on 
this information in future years to their children by making fire safety a part of their lives. 
 
We hope that you will consider becoming a co-sponsor of this legislation and help to build a 
newer, safer generation.  We have the opportunity to change the future, but only if we start today. 
 
Thank you very much for your support. 



 

 

 
Dean and Patricia Dennis 

8139 Oakbrook Ct. 
Cincinnati, OH 45243 
Parents of Andrea Dennis 
September  21, 1982 - April  13, 2003 
Ohio University 
Athens, Ohio 
(Ohio State University fire April 13, 2003)  
 

 
Andy Grooms 
P.O. Box 2990 
Ruidoso, New Mexico 88355 
Father of Stephen Andrew Grooms 
October 16, 1981 - October 28, 2001 
Catawba College 
Salisbury, North Carolina 
 

Rich and Darlene Heiden 
Rich and Darlene Heiden 
2311 Green Haze Avenue 
Racine, WI  53406 
Parents of Brian Heiden 
January 26, 1984 – September 20, 2003 
University of Minnesota 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 

 
Donna Henson 

6534 Summit 
Kansas City, MO 64113 
Mother of Dominic Passantino 
April 12, 1980 - May 8, 1999 
University of Missouri 
Columbia, Missouri 
 

 
Lettie Latiolais 
103 Joliet Street 
New Iberia, Louisiana 70563 
Mother of Kurt J. Latiolais, II 
June 22, 1981 - October 18, 2003 
Louisiana State University 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
 

 
Gail Minger 
14 Lanman Rd.  
Niceville, Fl. 32578 
Mother of Michael Minger 
June 24, 1979 - September 18, 1998 
Murray State University, Kentucky 
Murray, Kentucky 
 

 

 
Kathleen Moritz 
2920 W 101 Place 
Evergreen Park, IL  60805 
James Osborn 
10213 East Desert Cove Ave. 
Scottsdale, AZ 85260 
Parents of Tanner “TJ” Osborn 
September 22, 1982 - June 7, 2005 
Chicago, Illinois 
 

 
Pam Pilkington 
PO Box 70 
Grifton, NC  28530 
Mother of Cody Pilkington 
November 14, 1985 - October 7, 2005 
North Carolina State University 
Raleigh, North Carolina 



 

 

 
Christopher M Ross Sr. 
1651 Riverdale Ave  
Sheboygan, WI 53081 
Father of Christopher M Ross Jr. 
July 6, 1985- June 7, 2005 
Chicago, Illinois 

Linda and Gary Schlittler 
Linda and Gary Schlittler 
1046 Treeline Court 
Manchester, MO  63021 
Parents of Brian Schlittler 
April 22, 1981 – November 29, 2006 
University of Missouri 
St. Louis, Missouri 
 

 
Edye Smith 
4503 Wetherill Rd. 
Bethesda, MD  20816 
Mother of Stephen Smith 
June 21, 1982 – April 10, 2005 
Miami University 
Oxford, Ohio 
 

 

 
Tim and Patty Talen 
2686 Pickett Street 
Plymouth, Wisconsin 53703 
Parents of Peter Joseph Talen 
August 24, 1984 - November 18, 2007 
University of Wisconsin LaCrosse 
LaCrosse, Wisconsin 
 

 
Doug and Linda Turnbull 
983 Woodcreek Drive 
Milford, OH 45150 
Parents of Julie Turnbull 
May 8, 1983 - April 10, 2005 
Miami University 
Oxford, Ohio 

 

 
 
Bonnie and Leon Woodruff 
3513 Chaucer Place 
Raleigh, NC  27609 
Parents of Benjamin Woodruff 
April 27, 1976 - May 12, 1996 
University of North Carolina 
Chapel Hill, North Carolina 
 

 
Kimberly Wencl 
532 12th Street NE  
Owatonna, MN 55060  
Mother of Elizabeth Wencl 
September 12, 1983 – September 20, 2003 
University of Minnesota 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 
 


