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Campus Incidents January 2000 to February 13, 2012
Information about these incidents was obtained primarily from media sources and, unless otherwise indicated, has not been
independently verified. A number of different sources are used to obtain as comprehensive a report as is possible.
Since January 2000, over 80% of the people have died in off-campus student housing. Because the media does not
necessarily report all fires as involving students, it is reasonable to assume that there are significantly more incidents
involving students than are compiled in this document.
Fatal fires are in red.

Campus Incidents January 2000 to March 4, 2011
Sorted by Date
Unless otherwise indicated, this information was compiled from media sources and was not verified.

Date

School

City

State

1/14/00

University of
Alabama

Tuscaloosa

AL

1/18/00

Rutgers
University

New
Brunswick

NJ

1/19/00

Seton Hall

East Orange

NJ

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y
Residence
hall

Keyword
s

It was believed that a student set fire to his dormitory
room as part of an unsuccessful suicide attempt. The fire
was limited to the room of origin. The student was treated
for smoke inhalation.
NOTE: The precise date of this incident is unknown. The
story was filed on 1/18/00.

Greek fraternity

3

Residence
hall

Synopsis

Fatal,
couch,
arson

Over the winter break, the Rutgers College Counseling
Center and a neighboring fraternity house, Sigma Alpha
Mu, were damaged by fire. The fraternity was burned
down, and the counseling center had to be demolished
because of the damage.
On Wednesday, January 19, 2000, a fire occurred at
approximately 4:30 a.m. in a common area on the third
floor of Boland Hall at Seton Hall University.
Three freshmen were killed in the fire that apparently
was started in some upholstered furniture. A grand
jury was empanelled to determine the circumstances
surrounding the incident.

1/22/00

Heidelberg
College

Tiffin

OH

Residence
hall

1/24/00

University of
Michigan

Ann Arbor

MI

Residence
hall

As a direct result of this fire, New Jersey passed
landmark legislation that required all dormitories and
Greek housing be sprinklered within four years.
Funding was also provided by the state for this
program.
A fire on the top floor of a three-story dormitory forced the
evacuation of 63 students. The 93-year-old building
suffered significant water damage from fire fighting
operations.
A room was damaged on the sixth floor of Mary Markley
residence hall. A university spokesperson attributed the
cause of the fire to an “electrical situation.”
Page 1

Information compiled by Campus Firewatch ©2012 www.campus-firewatch.com ecomeau@campus-firewatch.com

Campus Incidents January 2000 to March 4, 2011
Sorted by Date
Unless otherwise indicated, this information was compiled from media sources and was not verified.

Date

School

City

State

2/2/00

St. Michael’s
College

Colchester

VT

2/5/00

Clemson
University

Clemson

SC

2/6/00

Southern
Illinois
University

Carbondale

IL

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y
Residence
hall
Residence
hall

Residence
hall

Keyword
s

Synopsis
A fire at 11:18 a.m. in a garbage can forced the
evacuation of Ryan Hall. The fire was extinguished with a
fire extinguisher.
At approximately 6:30 a.m., a fire was detected on the
fourth floor of a six-story dormitory at Clemson University.
The cause of the fire was determined to be an unattended
candle. Use of candles in the dormitories is against
university policy.
According to an interview by Campus Firewatch with the
Clemson fire marshal, Chris Caracciolo, they have an
aggressive program in place for sprinklering dormitories.
They currently have 19 dormitories, seven of which are
completely sprinklered. The remainder are equipped with
partial sprinklers that are being upgraded to full sprinkler
systems.
An unattended candle set an SIU dormitory room on fire.
The extent of the damage is unknown at this time.
According to press reports, there were 103 false alarms
last semester with at least 22 of them deliberate
activations.
Students were slow in reacting because of the number of
false alarms, it was reported in the press.

2/7/00

University of
Kentucky

Lexington

KY

Greek fraternity

It was also reported that the university does not have a
policy against candles.
A fire that was attributed to an unattended space heater
damaged a fraternity house. A fire that was believed to
have been started by an unattended space heater
damaged the second and third floors of the Sigma Pi
house. In press reports, one fraternity member reported
that they all had space heaters because the building was
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Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y

Keyword
s

Synopsis
too cold.

2/9/00

Washington
State
University

Pullman

WA

Residence
hall

2/11/00

Atlantic Union
College

Lancaster

MA

Residence
hall

sprinkler
save

The fire came a week after another fraternity, Sigma Chi,
was evicted because of fire-safety violations.
A fire broke out on Wednesday afternoon, at about 3:30
th
p.m., in a room on the 13 floor of a high rise dormitory.
The fire was suppressed by the operation of a sprinkler
head. The cause of the fire, according to press reports,
was electrical. There were no reports of any injuries or
fatalities.
A fire in a three-story, wood frame, dormitory completely
destroyed the building. The building had 13 apartments,
11 of which were occupied by students and their families.
A university official reported that there were about 20 to 25
people living in the building.
In an interview with college officials by Campus Firewatch,
they reported that the fire started in an apartment on the
first floor. The resident was cooking, and the grease
ignited. They suppressed it with fire extinguishers, and
since they thought the fire was out, did not call the fire
department. However, the fire had already extended into
the walls around the stove and then it spread vertically
through the building.

2/19/00

Washington
State

Pullman

WA

Greekfraternity

couch

According to news reports, one of the third floor residents
went downstairs, saw the fire, went back up to his
apartment and returned with a fire extinguisher to fight the
fire. He then tried to get back up to his apartment to
retrieve some personal belongings, but was unable to do
so because of the fire.
A fire occurred at an off-campus fraternity. According to
an interview by Campus Firewatch with Fire Prevention
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School

City

State

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y

University

Keyword
s

Synopsis
Officer Dragoo from the Pullman Fire Department, the
cause of the fire was determined to be a candle that was
ignited when a sleeping occupant tossed over a blanket
on top of it. The three occupants in the room woke up and
found the blanket and the back of the couch on fire. They
were able to stomp out the fire on the blanket, but were
unable to extinguish the couch.
The building was a three-story structure. One portion was
constructed in 1938, and an addition was added in 1968.
The building was equipped with a fire alarm system that
automatically transmitted a signal to a monitoring
company. The building was not equipped with an
automatic fire sprinkler system.
The fire occurred on the top floor of the new addition.
For up to an hour after the fire, occupants were being
removed from the building. One occupant was found
bound in a bedroom. Another was removed a half-hour
later while attempting to silence the fire alarm system
because he wanted to go back to bed.
Just minutes before this fire, the fire department had
responded to another fraternity where a candle had
started a fire. Fortunately, the occupants were able to
extinguish this fire before any significant damage could be
done.

2/21/00

University of

Charlottesville

VA

Residence

Dragoo reported that there is a significant problem with
false alarms in the off-campus fraternities. He stated that
there had been 259 false alarms in these buildings.
A student was arrested for setting a bulletin board on fire
Page 4

Information compiled by Campus Firewatch ©2012 www.campus-firewatch.com ecomeau@campus-firewatch.com

Campus Incidents January 2000 to March 4, 2011
Sorted by Date
Unless otherwise indicated, this information was compiled from media sources and was not verified.

Date

School

City

State

Virginia

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y
hall

2/23/00

Washington
State
University

Pullman

WA

Off-campus

3/2/00

Brigham
Young
University

Provo

UT

Academiclaboratory

3/3/00

University of
Toledo

Toledo

OH

Residence
hall

3/7/00

Ohio
University

Athens

OH

Residence
hall

3/8/00

Pennsylvania
State
University

State College

PA

Greekfraternity

Keyword
s

Sprinkler
save

Synopsis
at 2:00 a.m. The fire activated the building fire alarm
system.
A fire damaged an off-campus apartment occupied by
students. All of the residents in the apartment building
were students at Washington State University. This is the
second fire in two years in the same building. The
previous fire had been started when the residents put
boxes on top of the stove and then called the utility
company to turn on the electricity. The cause of this fire
had not been determined at the time of the report.
A fire in a laboratory was extinguished by the sprinkler
system. A gel test on a new plastic material was being
done in the room where the fire occurred, although it is not
clear from press reports if this was the cause of the fire.
A series of arson fires since February 17, 2000, had
occurred in Parks Tower residence hall. These fires
followed 3 arson fires that had occurred between
th
December 11 and 15, 1999, on the 14 floor of the highrise. The building is unsprinklered.
A cigarette that was discarded into a trashcan started a
fire in Bromley Hall dormitory. The trashcan’s contents
were ignited, which in turn ignited the bed. The occupant
was not in the room when the fire broke out.
An individual that heard the room’s smoke detector
notified the fire department at 12:30 p.m. A maintenance
worker also heard the smoke detector, entered the fifth
floor room and then activated a manual pull station. The
fire department was already en route at this point in time.
The Chi Phi fraternity was the site of a fire at 11:30 p.m.
The fire, which was contained to a bedroom on the second
floor, was determined to be related to “a variety of
electrical appliances at the point of origin. Numerous
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Date

3/10/00

3/15/00

3/18/00

3/19/00

3/24/00

School

Michigan
State
University

City

East Lansing

State

Fatalitie
s

MI

Occupanc
y

Kalamazoo

MI

Residence
hall

Marianna

FL

Unknown

Bloomsburg
University

Bloomsburg

PA

Newton

MA

3

Greekfraternity

Residence
hall

Synopsis
extension cords, power strips and appliances were utilized
throughout the room.”
A candle started a fire in a resident assistant’s room. The
occupant had lit the candle while praying, and then looked
up and saw a stereo on fire. The fire damaged the stereo,
a mattress and the wall, and the remainder of the room
suffered smoke damage.

Residence
hall

Western
Michigan
University
Chipola Junior
College

Boston
College

Keyword
s

fatal

One of the building residents, when interviewed about
burning a candle or incense, said that she “usually blows it
out if I’m leaving the room.”
A fire at 1:30 a.m. on the first floor of Hoekje Hall gutted
the room. Approximately 300 students had to be
evacuated from the four-story building.
A male student was charged with attempted arson. He is
accused of pouring gasoline around the school buildings
and shrubs and threatening to set them on fire.
A fire in an off-campus fraternity killed three
occupants. This fire occurred in a two story, wood
frame building that was not equipped with an
automatic fire sprinkler system. There were six
residents in the building at the time of the fire. Two
were able to escape by jumping from upper story
windows.
This is the second fire in a fraternity that occurred in
Bloomsburg. A fire in 1994 killed five students at
another fraternity. Following this fire, a special
ordinance was enacted that addressed off-campus
housing. An inspector was hired who was
responsible for enforcing this ordinance.
An electrical fire damaged the north wing of a three-story
dormitory. The fire occurred at 5:17 a.m., and forced the
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Date

School

City

State

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y

Keyword
s

Synopsis
evacuation of 37 students. According to a university
spokesperson, the damage was “significant.” A number of
students had to be rescued over ladders. Two students
had fled to a sharply pitched roof, and had to also be
rescued by ladders.
The building was a three-story structure that housed
freshman students. It was divided into three sections-A, B
and C. The fire occurred in a room on the third floor of the
“C” section. The building was built in 1971 and was not
required to have sprinklers. However, according to the
spokesperson, the dormitory was scheduled to be
equipped with sprinklers by June. The building also did
not have a standpipe system.
A spokesperson for the Newton Fire Department told
Campus Firewatch that the cause of the fire was electrical.
There were three power strips connected together that, in
turn, were plugged into a wall socket. There were 19
appliances, such as computers, a microwave and a
refrigerator, that were plugged into the three power strips.
The origin of the fire was in the vicinity of a mass of wires
that were located behind a pile of books and papers. The
fire department determined that one, or more, of the wires’
insulation failed, the wires overheated, arced and then
ignited the combustible materials.
There were two occupants in the room at the time of the
fire. One of them awoke and saw the fire. The two then
fled the room, leaving the door to the corridor open. As
the fire developed, the smoke spread into the hallway,
activating a smoke detector that was connected to the
building fire alarm system. When the fire alarm system
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Date

School

City

State

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y

Keyword
s

Synopsis
was activated, it notified Boston College security and
automatically transmitted an alarm to the Newton Fire
Department, who began responding with two engines, a
ladder and a command officer.
BC Security responded, and reported that there was a fire
on the top floor of the building. This information was
relayed to the fire department, and the response was
upgraded to a second alarm.
A problem that arose during the fire fighting operations
involved the security screens over the windows. They
were permanently affixed to the building, and the residents
were not able to open them from the inside to escape the
fire. Because of the heavy gauge of the metal used in
these screens, fire fighters were unable to remove them
from the exterior using forcible entry tools.

3/25/00

Drew
University

Madison

NJ

Administrat
ion

3/28/00

University of
Iowa

Iowa City

IA

Residence
hall

Smoking
materials,
porch,
historic,
sprinkler
save

Because of this, Massachusetts State Fire Marshal Coan
sent an advisory to all of the fire chiefs in Massachusetts.
A copy of this advisory can be found on the Campus
Firewatch website by following the NEWS link.
A carelessly discarded cigarette damaged a historic
administration building at Drew University. A cigarette fell
through the boards on a porch and ignited kerosene lamps
stored underneath. Press reports state that the sprinkler
system stopped the spread of the fire.
Two separate fires broke out in Daum Residence hall. A
poster board with papers on it was lit on fire at 3:30 a.m.,
and another similar fire occurred at 3:52 a.m. Even
though the alarms sounded for the first fire, it was reported
that there was no evacuation taking place.
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Date
4/3/00

School
St. Joseph’s
College

City
Standish

State
ME

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y
Residence
hall

4/5/00

Brigham
Young
University

Provo

UT

Residence
hall

4/5/00

Indiana
University

Bloomington

IN

Off-campus

4/8/00

University of
Massachusett
s

Amherst

MA

Residence
hall

Keyword
s

Synopsis
An arson fire at Saint Joseph’s College in Standish,
Maine, resulted in the arrest of a 20-year-old female
student. According to press reports, the fire was the fifth
suspicious fire over three days.

Couch,
sprinkler
save

The fire on Monday, 4/3, gutted a resident-assistant’s
room on the first floor.
An air compressor burnt out, causing a small fire that
forced residents to evacuate Lavina C. Fugal Hall. The
fire occurred at 3:30 a.m. and has been attributed to an
earlier power outage
A fire damaged an apartment complex that housed
university students and employees. Two units were
destroyed in a fire that was believed to be incendiary.
A fire in a high-rise dormitory was controlled with the
activation of a single sprinkler head. A student was
washing his clothes when there was a power failure. He
took his wet clothes and proceeded to drape them over
furniture and fixtures in his room to air-dry them. A t-shirt
was placed over a halogen lamp (that was equipped with
a guard), and a baseball cap was hung over the room’s
single station smoke detector. The student then went to
bed.
Power was ultimately restored, and the lamp, which had
been left in the “on” position, ignited the shirt. The shirt
then fell down onto, and ignited, a couch and loveseat that
the student had moved from the floor lounge into his room.
The student was awakened (unknown what awoke him)
and he observed the fire. He proceeded to awaken his
roommate, and they evacuated the room. As they opened
the door to the corridor, smoke escaped from the room
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Date

School

4/9/00

City

Pittsburgh

State

Fatalitie
s

PA

4/10/00

Massachuset
ts Institute of
Technology

Cambridge

MA

4/10/00

University of
New
Hampshire

Durham

NH

Occupanc
y

Keyword
s

and activated a building fire alarm smoke alarm in the
hallway. During this time, the room’s sprinkler head
activated, controlling the fire until it was completely
suppressed by the Amherst Fire Department.
A fire in clothing that was started when a resident fell
asleep smoking was controlled by the activation of a
sprinkler head. The fire occurred on the fifth floor of an
eight-story building. Fire damage, according to published
reports, was estimated at $5,000.

Residence
hall

1

Residence
hall

Synopsis

fatal

Off-campus

Fire officials were quoted as saying there were problems
with evacuating the structure, and with the audibility of the
fire alarm system.
Officials have ruled “self-inflicted thermal burns,”
according to her death certificate, caused the fire that
occurred on April 10, 2000, that killed a female
student. The student died on April 14, 2000. The fire
occurred in her dormitory room at MIT.
A fire in a 200-year-old balloon-frame apartment building
seriously damaged the building. Six apartments in the
three-story building were rented by students from UNH.
The fire was believed to have started in an apartment on
the second floor in the area of a fireplace. Each
apartment was equipped with a functional fireplace that
apparently the residents were using.

4/10/00

Washington

Pullman

WA

Greek-

porch

Smoke had reportedly been smelled in the early
afternoon, but it wasn’t enough to activate any smoke
detectors. The fire was reported to the fire department at
7:28 p.m. It required three alarms before the fire was
brought under control.
Several fires over the weekend in fraternities were
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Date

School

City

State

State
University

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y
fraternity

4/11/00

University of
Virginia

Charlottesville

VA

Off-campus

4/12/00

Montclair
State
University

Little Falls

NJ

Residence
hall

Keyword
s

Synopsis
determined to be arson. One of the fires in the Tau Kappa
Epsilon house was set in the stairwell. Fifteen fraternity
members were in the building at the time of the fire. A
heat detector was activated by the fire, which alerted the
residents.

sprinkler
save

A fire in another fraternity was labeled suspicious. A
burning mattress was found on the porch of the Delta Chi
fraternity. These were the third and fourth fraternity fires
at WSU this year.
Carelessly disposed cigarettes may have caused a fire in
a student’s apartment. Eight graduate students were left
homeless after the fire, which was estimated to have
cause half a million dollars in damage.
A fire in a desk lamp ignited a small fire on the desk. The
occupants of the room were woken by "a crackling sound,"
observed the fire and evacuated the room. A sprinkler
head activated directly over the desk, controlling the fire
until the arrival of the Little Falls Fire Department.
The fire damage was limited to a part of the desk, papers,
books and articles of clothing. Water damage was
confined to the room of origin and several adjacent rooms.

4/17/00

Pennsylvania
State
University

State College

PA

Greek fraternity

The building had been inspected by the state Division of
Fire Safety on March 24. This inspection was prompted
by an order from Governor Whitman, following the Seton
Hall fire that killed three students in January.
A fire broke out in a fraternity that was located in a
building with business and retail stores on the first floor.
The Kappa Sigma fraternity occupied the second and third
floors. The alarm was activated, transmitting a signal to
an alarm monitoring company who, in turn, notified the fire
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Date

School

City

State

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y

4/18/00

Pennsylvania
State
University

State College

PA

Greek fraternity

4/19/00

North
Carolina State
University

Raleigh

NC

Residence
hall

4/27/00

Catholic
University of
America

Washington

DC

Residence
hall

Keyword
s

Synopsis
department. The residents silenced the alarm and then
attempted to extinguish the fire with a dry chemical fire
extinguisher. No one called the fire department to notify
them of the fire.
A small fire in a trashcan occurred at the Kappa Sigma
fraternity. The fire was quickly detected by a smoke
detector, which sent a signal to an alarm monitoring
company.
A fire started by a burning candle damaged a dormitory
room in Becton Hall. The room’s residents were not
present at the time of the fire. Smoke and heat damage
were limited to the room of origin.
A fire occurred at The Catholic University of America's
(CUA) Spellman Hall on April 27, 2000 at 1050 hrs. A
maintenance worker on a routine repair job noticed smoke
coming from a third floor dormitory room. He notified
authorities of the fire via a portable radio. An RA activated
the fire alarm as she was evacuating the building.
Approximately 100 students were evacuated at the time of
the fire. No injuries were reported.
The 1971 five-story dormitory houses a maximum of 275
students. It is equipped with a fire alarm system that is
monitored 24 hours a day by the CUA Department of
Public Safety. There are no sprinklers or standpipes in
the facility.
The fire was contained to the room of origin by the District
of Columbia Fire Department. The interior of the room
and contents suffered heavy damage from the heat, soot
and smoke. The fourth and fifth floor received moderate
smoke damage while the second floor received minor
water damage.
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Date

5/3/00

5/5/00

5/6/00

School

Martin
Methodist
College
California
State
University at
Hayward
Plymouth
State
University

City

State

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y

Keyword
s

Synopsis
The occupant of the room stated that the only appliance
she used before leaving the room was a hair dryer. She
also stated that she was not sure if she left the hair dryer
on the bed or dresser. Based on the available information
from interviews and a thorough investigation on the scene;
the District of Columbia Fire Department believes that the
most likely cause of this fire was bedding material
accidentally ignited by a hot electrical appliance (hair
dryer).
A historic home was damaged by a fire. The building was
to have been renovated as an administration building.

Pulaski

TN

Administrat
ion

Hayward

CA

AcademicLibrary

A fire in a library gutted several offices. No library books
were damaged, but widespread smoke and water damage
spread into an adjoining building.

Plymouth

NH

Off-campus

A fire in an off-campus house rented by students caused
extensive damage to the building. The fire started in a
stuffed chair on a lower level and spread to the room’s
contents. As the fire broke out of the window, it ignited a
pine tree immediately adjacent to the house, which
allowed the fire to then spread quickly to the upper story
and into the roof. Three out of five of the occupants
smoke, and while the cause could not be definitively
determined; the chief felt that it was probably smoking
materials.
At the time of the fire, there were a number of parties on
the street where the house was located. This street has a
large concentration of off-campus student housing, and
the night before the department had responded to five
couch fires outside of the buildings.
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Date

5/8/00

School

City

State

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y

Savannah
State
University
Alfred
University

Savannah

GA

Unknown

Alfred

NY

Off-campus

5/23/00

University of
California at
Berkeley

Berkeley

CA

Warehouse

6/8/00

Columbia
University

New York

NY

Greek fraternity

6/8/00

Millikin
University

Decatur

IL

5/12/00

1

Greek –
fraternity

Keyword
s

fatal

Synopsis
There were also “significant alcohol issues involved.”
A fire in a 99-year old building was determined to have
been accidental. A cutting torch caused the fire that
destroyed the building.
A fire in an apartment house critically injured a student
that was scheduled to graduate in two days. The building,
which was a block away from Alfred University, was
entirely occupied by students.
A fire destroyed two marina warehouses belonging to the
University of California-Berkeley. Damage estimates were
above $2 million. The fire required five alarms before it
was brought under control. At the time of this report, the
cause of the fire had not been determined.
A fire occurred at the Zeta Beta Tau fraternity. The fire
was located on the top (fifth) floor of the building and
occurred at 4:45 p.m. School officials said that the fire
was caused by hot work being done in the area of origin.
The initial damage estimate was $15,000-$20,000.
A fire occurred in an occupied fraternity at Millikin
University in Decatur, Illinois. The fire claimed the life
of one male student.
The building where the fire occurred was a three-story
wood frame structure with a brick veneer. It was
about 60 to 70 years old, with a two-story addition that
was built in the late 1960’s. The structure had
originally been built as a house and was converted
into a fraternity sometime in the past.
The building was not equipped with an automatic fire
sprinkler system.
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City

State

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y
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The building was equipped with single station,
battery-powered smoke detectors in each of the
residence rooms. These detectors were replaced
every year.
There was a fire alarm system in the building that
would only sound a local alarm. It was equipped with
detection in the common areas and not in the
individual rooms. It was reported that at the time of
the fire the alarm system was functional, but the
audible devices had been silenced.
At the time of the fire, there were 20 people in the
building.
It was reported that there were two means of egress
throughout the structure. One was an interior
stairwell that extended to the third floor. Another
interior stairway extended two floors. The second
means of egress on the third floor was onto an
exterior deck where an exit ladder was located.
The stair that extended to the third floor was
connected to a common room on the third floor,
which was the area of origin for the fire. There was a
door between the stairway and the common room, but
it was open at the time of the fire. The door, which
was a metal, fire-rated door, was not equipped with an
automatic door closer.
There were four residence rooms on the third floor.
Two of the rooms were immediately off the common
area where the fire occurred. One of the rooms was
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equipped with a hollow-core door between it and the
common room, while the other had a solid wood door.
At the time of the fire, there were two people in two
separate rooms off the common room on the third
floor. Normally, there would be five occupants living
in this area.
The fire started in an upholstered chair in the common
room. The cause of the fire is officially undetermined,
but fire officials speculated that it might have been
started by careless disposal of smoking materials.
The chair was located approximately eight feet from
the room equipped with the hollow core door.
The fire extended from the chair and involved the
contents in the common room, blocking any
possibility of egress from the two residence rooms.
A passerby, who notified the fire department, detected
the fire. However, this person did not know the exact
address. He/she pounded on the front door of the
fraternity to waken the occupants, and then was able
to notify the fire department of the correct address.
The occupant in the room equipped with the solid
wood door was awakened when the smoke detector in
his room activated. Using a cellular telephone, he
contacted the fire department and was in constant
contact until the fire fighters rescued him.
It is unclear what actions the person in the room with
the hollow-core door took. He normally slept in the
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top bunk, and he was found out of bed, approximately
six feet into the room. The door between the
residence room and the common room failed during
the fire, letting smoke and heat extend into the
residence room. According to the fire department, the
fire was limited to the common room and did not
extend into the residence room where the fatality
occurred.

8/7/00

8/7/00

University of
Michigan

University of
Michigan

Ann Arbor

Ann Arbor

MI

MI

Academic laboratory

Residence
hall

sprinkler
save

The cause of death was carbon monoxide poising.
A fire occurred in a biophysics laboratory that was caused
by hot works. The room was unoccupied at the time of the
fire, which was caused by a hot work operation on the
exterior wall of the laboratory.
The sprinkler system activated and controlled the fire,
which caused $50,000 in damage.
A late afternoon fire in a five-story dormitory caused
damage to the roof, which was being replaced at the time
of the fire. There was also water damage down into the
building. The cause of the fire is under investigation.
The building would normally house 900 students. It was
not equipped with a sprinkler system, but was equipped
with a fire alarm system with single station smoke
detectors in the residence rooms.
The building was being used to house students occupying
a summer camp, but there were not many students in the
building at the time of the fire. A university spokesperson
reported that the dormitory would be available for the fall
semester. No dollar estimate was available at this time.
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8/7/00

University of
Michigan

Ann Arbor

MI

Residence
hall

8/17/00

University of
Michigan

Ann Arbor

MI

Support

Keyword
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Synopsis
Another fire also occurred earlier in the day in the
Chemistry Building. This fire was believed to have been
started when a spark from construction work being done
on the exterior of the building ignited material in the wall.
The four-story building was equipped with a fire alarm
system and a sprinkler system. Both activated when the
fire extended into a biophysics laboratory. Damage was
limited to $50,000.
A fire in a residence hall damaged the roof and caused
water damage inside of the building. According to
university officials, work was being done on replacing the
roof of the five-story structure when the fire broke out.
Summer camps were occupying the building at the time of
the fire, but there were not many people in the building at
the time of the fire. Damage was estimated to be
approximately $100,000.
A thirty-foot bus was being serviced in the campus
maintenance building when it caught fire and severely
damaged the building. The mechanic had stopped
working on the bus at approximately 12:30 a.m., and
within 20 minutes a campus police officer observed flames
coming from the structure.
The cause of the fire was determined to be electrical, and
the area of origin was the bus.
The fire did approximately $1 million to $2 million in
damage. The bus services wing of the building, which is
made up of four bays, was destroyed. The entire parts
department for the university fleet, which is made up of
about 900 vehicles, was destroyed.
There was no sprinkler system or fire alarm system in the
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8/18/00

Oklahoma
State
University

Stillwater

OK

Greek fraternity

8/18/00

University of
SC

Columbia

SC

Academic laboratory

8/20/00

University of
California

Berkeley

CA

3

Offcampus

Keyword
s

sprinkler
save

fatal

Synopsis
building.
Between 7:30 and 7:45 p.m., a fire was detected in a
fraternity. A resident found papers on fire on top of a
mantel and reported smelling lighter fluid. The fire was
extinguished before significant damage was caused.
A graduate student received second and third degree
burns when a fire occurred while he was mixing some
chemicals. A sprinkler extinguished the fire and the
building was evacuated for less than one hour. The fire
caused approximately $12,000 in damage.
A 21-year-old senior from the University of CaliforniaBerkeley was moving into an off-campus house
before the start of the fall semester and was being
assisted by her parents. At 6:42 a.m., the fire
department responded to a fire in the two-story
house. Upon arrival, they reported heavy smoke and
fire conditions on the first and second floor of the
building.
One occupant was rescued by neighbors from a
second floor window before the arrival of the fire
department. Unfortunately, the senior and her parents
were unable to escape the fire and were killed. The
cause of death, according to press reports, was
smoke inhalation. The fire was reported to be started
when moving boxes were placed on top of a furnace.
Three other girls were also reported to be moving in,
yet not all were in the house at the time of the fire.
It was reported that fire officials could not find any
evidence of a smoke detector in the house, which is
required.
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8/21/00

Auburn
University

Auburn

AL

8/26/00

University of
New Orleans

New Orleans

LA

Residence
hall

8/27/00

University of
Colorado

Boulder

CO

Riot

8/31/00

Kansas State
University

Manhattan

KS

Greek fraternity

Synopsis
A fire that started in a deep-fat fryer caused the
evacuation of the university’s largest building. Haley
Center has 142 classrooms and houses the university’s
bookstore.
A discarded cigar started a fire that broke out at 8:00 p.m.
on the sixth floor of an eight-story residence hall. A bed
was reported to be the area of origin. The fire was
contained to one room by the activation of a sprinkler
system. Water damage occurred to areas on the fourth,
fifth and sixth floors, but students were able to return to
the building by 10:30 p.m.
Early Sunday morning students in an area known as
University Hills rioted. About 1,000 people gathered and
set fires in the street and threw bottles, bricks and other
objects. This was reported to be the fifth riot in the area
since 1997.
A fire at the Tau Kappa Epsilon fraternity caused serious
damage to the building. The building was a three and
one-half story, ordinary construction structure. It was
equipped with a fire alarm system that was comprised of
system smoke detectors in common areas and single
station smoke detectors in the bedrooms. The building
had an occupancy of 67 people. At the time of the fire,
there were 65 people, and a housemother, in the
structure.
At 4:44 a.m., the Manhattan Fire Department received a
call of a fire in the building. Upon arrival, the first units
reported that there was smoke showing from the south
and east sides of the building, with occupants exiting from
all three floors. The occupants were not able to verify if
everyone was out of the building, so crews immediately
began search and rescue operations on all three floors.
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The fire department extinguished the fire. Fire damage
was limited to the room of origin, with moderate to heavy
smoke damage throughout the third floor.
According to official sources, three individuals occupied
the room of origin. Two of the occupants were asleep
when the third went to bed at 3:30 a.m. At approximately
4:40 a.m., this individual reported that he was having
trouble breathing and he awoke to get a drink of water.
When he returned to the room he observed a fire in the far
corner of with heavy smoke in the room. He woke the
occupants, one of whom attempted to unsuccessfully fight
the fire with a fire extinguisher. They then exited the room
and began knocking on doors to alert the other building
occupants.
A manual pull station activated the building fire alarm
system. The fraternity president silenced the fire alarm
three times.
During the fire investigation, the fire department was
unable to find evidence of a battery for the smoke
detector. When they checked an adjacent room, the
smoke detector in that room was missing its battery.

8/31/00

Penn State

State College

PA

Off-campus

Following the fire the fire chief asked that the members of
the fraternity’s alumni board visit the house to view the
damage. Acting Fire Chief Tannehill stated that he
attempts to use this type of incident as an opportunity to
educate them regarding the need for operating smoke
detectors and other fire prevention measures.
A fire broke out on the fourth floor of an off-campus,
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seven-story apartment complex, causing heavy smoke
and fire damage to the apartment of origin. It was
reported that the building contained about 100
apartments, many of which are occupied by students.
The fire occurred at approximately 6:22 p.m. It was
reported that the apartment was occupied at the time of
the fire. When police arrived on the scene, they reported
that there was a working fire with heavy smoke showing.
Reportedly, a maintenance person who lived in the
building attempted to extinguish the fire using a fire
extinguisher, but was unable to enter the apartment
because of the heavy fire.
The cause of the fire was determined to have been a
candle. The fire damage was contained to one bedroom
with heavy smoke damage throughout the apartment and
the hallway outside of the apartment.
It was reported that when the fire department attempted to
evacuate the building, some of the occupants refused to
leave.

8/31/00

University of
Michigan

Ann Arbor

MI

Residence
hall

The complex is comprised of three 7-story buildings that
are predominantly occupied by students. The building
where the fire occurred contains 125 one- and twobedroom apartments. It is equipped with single station
smoke detectors, with system detectors in the common
areas.
A fan in a dormitory tipped over and ignited, causing
approximately $500 to $1,000 in damage. The room was
equipped with a single station, hardwired smoke detector
that activated. A passerby heard this alarm and activated
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Southern
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State
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y

Off-campus

Keyword
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couch

Synopsis
the building fire alarm system, which transmitted a signal
to the university’s public safety department.
A fire in an off-campus apartment building killed one
person. The fire occurred in a wood frame, three-story
building that had six apartments. There were a total of 13
occupants, some of whom were students from the
university.
The fire was reported to have started in the first floor
apartment in a couch at approximately 4:50 a.m. The fire
was reported to the fire department by neighbors from
across the street.
Fire officials reported that the cause of the fire was
tentatively being identified as careless disposal of smoking
materials. The occupant of this apartment, a fifty-year old
male, died in the fire. He was not a student.

9/7/00

University of
Maine at
Machias

Machias

ME

Off-campus

9/12/00

Johnson and
Wales
University

Charleston

SC

Residence
hall

9/12/00

University of
Minnesota

Minneapolis

MN

Residence
hall

The fire spread out of the apartment to the upper stories,
causing significant damage. According to fire officials, the
building was equipped with single station smoke detectors
that were operating upon the arrival of the fire department.
A fire in an off-campus building completely destroyed the
structure. The fire was reported to have been started by a
cigarette in a bar on the ground floor. Four students in an
apartment on the upper floor were able to escape without
injuries.
A fire in a Johnson and Wales apartment complex
destroyed the unit’s kitchen and living room. Eighteen
students were displaced because of the fire. Five other
apartments received smoke damage from the fire.
An unattended candle started a fire in Roy Wilkins Hall. At
approximately 11:00 p.m., a student was passing by the
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building and heard a smoke detector sounding. He
activated the manual pull station, which alerted the
occupants of the building.
According to university officials, the fire was started by an
unattended candle on a coffee table in one of the
apartments. The fire damage was limited to the coffee
table, with smoke damage in the apartment. The unit was
unoccupied at the time of the fire.

9/18/00

Rutgers
University

New
Brunswick

NJ

Academiclaboratory

9/21/00

Northeastern
Oklahoma
A&M College
University of
WisconsinMadison

Miami

OK

Support

Madison

WI

Off-campus

Brown
University

Providence

RI

Residence
hall

9/25/00

9/26/00

The building is a four-story, non-combustible structure with
74 units that are a mixture of one- and two-bedroom and
efficiency apartments. It is equipped with a sprinkler
system in all of the units. The building is also equipped
with smoke detectors, but details on the system were not
available. The capacity of the building is 137 people.
A small explosion and fire occurred in a classroom
building at 6:00 p.m. The incident occurred in a laboratory
in Boyden Hall, and was attributed to a buildup of
hydrogen that leaked from a piece of apparatus.
A fire that destroyed a building used as an intramural gym
and music hall was caused by sparks from a welding
operation.
A female student was charged with arson in connection
with a fire at the Eagle Heights apartment building.
According to press reports, she started the fire in her
apartment as a suicide attempt, but abandoned the
attempt and fled the apartment. Damage was limited to
the apartment of origin and was estimated to be
approximately $40,000. The apartment building had 12
units.
A candle in Emery Hall at Brown University, Rhode Island,
ignited a student's books and papers on fire. She had left
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9/27/00

Ithaca College

Ithaca

NY

SupportDining

9/29/00

Penn State
University

State College

PA

Off-campus

9/29/00

University of
Pittsburgh

Pittsburgh

PA

1

Offcampus

Keyword
s

fatal

Synopsis
the candle burning when she went to sleep, and was
woken when the room's smoke detector was activated.
The student was treated for second degree burns.
A fire in the kitchen of a dining facility forced the
evacuation of 700 students from the dining facility and two
adjacent residence halls. The fire damage was limited to
the grill area and ductwork. The fire occurred at 6:41
p.m., and students were allowed to return to their rooms at
approximately 11:30 p.m.
A fire in an off-campus apartment building was contained
to the kitchen of a second floor apartment, with significant
heat and smoke damage throughout the unit. According to
Tim Knisely, senior fire and housing inspector for the
Centre Region Code Administration, the area of origin was
the trashcan. It was detected by the automatic detection
system. The building was a three-story, non-combustible,
unsprinklered building that housed a number of students.
A student was killed in an off-campus house fire that
was determined to be arson.
The fire was reported at 6:36 a.m. to the Pittsburgh
Fire Department.
The fire was started on the second floor in the
apartment by the ex-boyfriend of the occupant, who
was not home at the time of the fire. It was reported
that there were eight people in the three-story building
at the time of the fire. All, except for the student on
the third floor, were able to escape from the building.
The cause of death for the occupant on the third floor
was smoke inhalation.
The building was equipped with smoke detectors,
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10/5/00

University of
Michigan

Ann Arbor

MI

Support

10/6/00

Tennessee
Tech
University

Cookeville

TN

Greek fraternity

Keyword
s

Synopsis
some of which were hardwired and some were singlestation, battery-powered. Officials reported that some
were not operational at the time of the fire, although it
is unknown which ones did not operate.
A fire occurred in the University of Michigan University
Hospital’s waste incinerator. The incinerator was being
dismantled when the fire occurred. The fire was confined
to the incinerator.
A fire in a three story, wood-frame fraternity destroyed the
second and third stories of the building in an early morning
fire.
According to fire officials, the alarm was called in at 5:28
a.m. A female witness is reported to have heard a smoke
detector activating, and upon investigation found a fire in
the room. She woke the occupants of the room, who then
escaped.
Upon arrival, the fire department reported that there was
fire on the second floor. Several students had climbed out
on the roof of the building from the second floor that had
to be rescued by ladders. Some of the occupants had
jumped out of the building from windows on the second
floor, while the occupants of the third floor had come down
the single interior open stairway. One of these occupants
suffered first and second degree burns.
Others occupants who were on the front lawn, could not
verify that everyone was out of the building. Because it
was Homecoming, there were additional guests in the
building at the time.
A crew immediately advanced a hoseline to the second
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floor, while another crew advanced to the third floor to
conduct search and rescue operations. A second
hoseline was advanced to the second floor to assist in the
firefighting operations because the fire had spread from
the room of origin, across the hall into a bathroom.
The fire was brought under control in approximately 30
minutes.
According to Chief Schmid of the Cookeville Fire
Department, the cause of the fire was electrical. In the
room of origin an extension cord had been plugged into a
wall outlet, run under a carpet, and then bundled up under
a desk. There were a number of appliances plugged into
this extension cord, including a computer, several
refrigerators, a microwave and other items.
The building was a three-story, balloon-frame structure
with a basement. There were approximately five sleeping
rooms-three on the second floor and two on the third floor.
There were single station, battery-powered smoke
detectors in the individual rooms and in the corridors.
The only means of egress for the second and third floors
were via an open stairway that extended from the first
floor to the third floor.

10/9/00

University of

Omaha

NE

Support-

This fraternity had been inspected last year at the request
of their request. At that time, the fire department advised
the fraternity to not use the third floor as a sleeping area
because of the lack of adequate egress.
A fire at the Omaha football stadium damaged three
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10/10/00

University of
Virginia

Charlottesville

NE

Greek fraternity

10/11/00

Dean College

Franklin

MA

Off-campus

Keyword
s

Synopsis
motorized carts, football and track equipment as well as
the training and weight rooms. The fire is believed to be
accidental.
Too many electrical cords plugged in an electrical panel
caused a fire in the Phi Kappa Psi fraternity. The fire was
small, but as a result, officials inspected the house and
found a number of life-safety violations that resulted in the
house being closed until corrections were made. Some of
the violations included miswired electrical panels and
extension cords being used as permanent wiring.
An off-campus fire in a multi-family house caused
significant damage to the building.
The building was a Victorian style, balloon-frame
structure. The fire started on the second floor, and was
reported to have been caused by combustible material on
top of a stove being ignited when a burner was turned on.
A resident that was trapped on the second floor made the
call to the Franklin Fire Department at approximately 4:00
p.m. Four people were rescued from the building, and
one was transported to a nearby hospital for smoke
inhalation.
It was reported that there were smoke detectors in the
building and they were operational at the time of the fire.

10/13/00

Rutgers
University

New
Brunswick

NJ

Off-campus

One of the occupants of the building was a student at
nearby Dean College. Dean College has had two serious
dormitory fires since 1995.
A fire in an off-campus apartment building damaged two
apartments and displaced 20 Rutgers University students.
The fire occurred at approximately 5:30 a.m. and was
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detected by a passing university employee who saw
smoke coming out of the eaves of the building.
The students were awoken by the sounds of fire fighters
and police officers shouting for them to leave the building.
One student reported smelling smoke for an hour before
the fire, which was reported to be electrical.
According to fire officials, the fire started in an exterior
wall. Because the structure was balloon-frame
construction, it was necessary to open up the wall to
check for fire extension in the fire building as well as the
adjacent apartment building.

10/15/00

10/16/00
10/18/00

10/19/00

University of
Texas at El
Paso
University of
Mississippi
St. Louis
University

El Paso

TX

Supportathletic

Oxford

MS

St. Louis

MO

Residence
hall
Academic laboratory

Penn State
University

State College

PA

Academic laboratory

The building of origin was equipped with single station
smoke detectors in the units and smoke detectors in the
common areas. The smoke detectors in the unit of origin
were not operational because the students had removed
the batteries.
A fire in an area where sets for theatrical performances
are stored damaged a field house at Kidd Field. The fire
occurred shortly after 8:00 p.m.
A candle that was left burning on a desk caused a fire in
Stockard Hall, a residence hall.
The compressor on a freezer containing hazardous
materials exploded in a molecular biology laboratory.
According to press reports, no radioactive contamination
was found. There were about 15 people in the laboratory
at the time of the explosion, which occurred at about 2:30
pm.
A minor fire occurred in a lab at Penn State University.
Smoke detectors activated and first arriving Police
encountered a moderate smoke condition in the lab. The
Page 29

Information compiled by Campus Firewatch ©2012 www.campus-firewatch.com ecomeau@campus-firewatch.com

Campus Incidents January 2000 to March 4, 2011
Sorted by Date
Unless otherwise indicated, this information was compiled from media sources and was not verified.

Date

10/21/00
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Northeastern
University

10/22/00

10/22/00

North Dakota
State
University

City

State

Fatalitie
s
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Boston

MA

Residence
hall

Washington

DC

Off-campus

Fargo

ND

Off-campus

Keyword
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Synopsis
fire was extinguished using a portable fire extinguisher.
Alpha Fire Company checked for extension using the
Thermal Imaging Camera with no signs of extension
found. Damage was confined to two ceiling fluorescent
lights and an office chair. Initial investigation indicates fire
originated at the lamp socket causing melting plastic from
the light shield to drip on the cushion of the chair. Building
was re-occupied after units cleared the scene.
A fire that started by an electrical power strip in a
residence hall forced the evacuation of 100 students.
According to press reports, the fire alarm never sounded
and the police were required to knock on doors to
evacuate the building. The sixth-floor room was engulfed
in flames upon arrival.
A fire in a house killed one man who was sleeping in the
basement that had only one means of egress. A college
student who lived on the second floor of the house was
not home at the time of the fire.
An off-campus apartment fire caused serious damage at
the University Village in Fargo, North Dakota. According
to officials, the fire started in the attic area of the building
near a recessed light fixture.
The building, which was referred to as ‘F Court’ was a
two-story structure that had 16 apartment-style units. Two
students lived in each unit. The building was equipped
with hallway, system smoke detectors, pull stations and
heat detectors in the mechanical rooms. Activation of any
of these devices would activate the building fire alarm
system and transmit a signal to campus security.
There were single station smoke detectors in the
individual units.
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The fire occurred on a Saturday, shortly after 6:00 p.m.
The fire started in the attic area above the level of the
smoke detectors. It was first observed by the occupants
of the adjacent building, who ran over and began knocking
on individual apartment doors to alert the occupants. No
one activated the pull stations.
According to a fire official, a number of the students did
not believe that there really was a fire and did not
evacuate. It took three attempts before one student finally
evacuated his apartment. The official speculated that if
the fire had occurred at night, with the delayed alarm, the
outcome could have been catastrophic.
There were no injuries.

10/25/00

Santa Fe High
School

Santa Fe

NM

Administrat
ion

10/27/00

University of
Massachusett
s

Amherst

MA

Off-campus

porch

The building was a total loss. A number of the students
on the second floor, on the north end, lost all of their
belongings to the fire. Others in the building had their
property damaged either by the fire, smoke or water.
A fire destroyed the administration in the center of the
campus. The building contained the high school's
mainframe computer as well as the main phone link for the
campus. The damage was estimated between $1 million
and $2 million. Santa Fe High School has a number of
buildings that are spread out over several acres, similar to
a college campus.
An off-campus house where five students lived was
severely damaged by a fire that occurred at approximately
10:00 p.m.
The building where the fire occurred was a two-story,
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wood frame structure. Either four or five students from the
University of Massachusetts occupied it.
There were conflicting accounts of how the fire started.
According to one report, the fire was caused when a
student was attempting to use kerosene to refuel a
Halloween decoration on the front porch. Another account
was that the pumpkin ignited from the flame inside of it,
and the fire spread to the porch.
It was reported that the occupants attempted to extinguish
the fire, but were unsuccessful. They then left the front
door of the house open, which allowed the fire to spread
rapidly to the interior and up the stairway, which was
immediately adjacent to the front door.

10/28/00

Pittsburgh
State
University

Pittsburgh

PA

Academic

11/2/00

Defiance
College

Defiance

OH

Assembly

11/5/00

University of
Vermont

Burlington

VT

Off-campus

couch

The building was a total loss and was subsequently
demolished.
A fire that was caused by a power strip occurred in
Heckert-Well Hall, killing about one-third of a collection of
snakes, mammals, birds and other animals, as well as
destroying tens of thousands of dollars of equipment.
A fire was set over the weekend in a closet in Schomburg
Auditorium. Most of the damage was caused by smoke,
and the fire was contained to the closet.
A fire in a house off-campus rented by five students
injured three of the occupants.
The building where the fire occurred was a wood, balloonframe structure with three stories. The building was
equipped with smoke detectors, and there were two in the
apartment of origin. One was located in the hallway by
the bedroom, and the other was located in the living room.
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An exterior and interior stairway led to the third floor.
However, they were not separate or remote from one
another.
There were three apartments in the building. In the
apartment of origin, on the third floor, there were four
bedrooms.
At 6:08 a.m., the fire department responded to the house
for a reported fire. Upon arrival, they were told that there
were people trapped on the third floor. Firefighters
entered the building via the exterior stairway and had to
crawl beneath the flames until they found one
unconscious male. He was removed from the building
and was in respiratory arrest.
Search operations continued and an unconscious female
victim was found in one of the bedrooms. She was also
removed from the building and was in respiratory arrest.
A third victim was treated for injuries sustained when he
and another male jumped from their bedroom windows
onto the roof of a first story porch.
The fire was extinguished in 20 minutes, and damage was
confined to the third-floor apartment. Damage was
estimated to be approximately $50,000.
The investigation determined that the fire started in the
living room couch by improper disposal of smoking
materials. There were the remains of alcohol bottles,
candles and cigarettes found on the living room table.
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According to fire officials, the fact that the stairways were
not remote and separate was a contributing factor to one
of the injuries that occurred.
A fire in an off-campus fraternity seriously injured one
student.
The building where the fire occurred was the Sigma Chi
fraternity. It is a three-story, masonry structure. The
hallway outside the room of origin had been covered with
wood paneling sometime in the past.
The building was equipped with single station, batteryoperated smoke detectors in the hallways and in the
individual rooms. The building was equipped with a local
fire alarm system that could be activated by manual pull
stations.
There were officially 45 people living in the building, but it
was reported that there were an unknown number of
guests in the building at the time of the fire.
The fire was reported to the fire department at 5:10 a.m.
According to the occupant of room 208, he had lit a fourwick candle at approximately 3:00 a.m. while studying. At
approximately 5:00 a.m., he went to take a shower and left
the candle burning on a table with combustible materials
nearby.
When he returned from the shower, he could hear the
smoke detector in the room sounding. He opened the
door and observed the end of the couch on fire. He
closed the door, went about 30 feet down the hall to get a
friend, and they returned with a CO2 fire extinguisher and
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a pressurized water fire extinguisher, which was not
charged.
They opened the door, and the room was heavily involved
with fire. They discharged the CO2 fire extinguisher in the
room and then retreated. Because of the heavy fire, they
were not able to close the door. They began alerting the
other occupants of the building, and someone pulling a
manual pull station activated the local fire alarm system.
Upon arrival, the fire department reported smoke and fire
extending out of second-story windows on the second
floor. A crew went to the second floor, while another crew
equipped with a thermal imaging camera went to the third
floor. As they entered the third floor, which was heavily
charged with smoke, they found a male victim in the
bathroom. This victim was removed from the building and
transported to the local hospital. He was then flown to a
Level 1 trauma center in Dayton, Ohio. According to fire
officials, he is recovering at this time.
The fire extended out of the room of origin through the
open door and into the hallway, consuming the
combustible wall paneling. It also extended to the third
floor and the attic via the window. Three rooms were
damaged by direct flame impingement. The fire chief
estimated the loss at $500,000.
Earlier in the evening, there had been a small fire in a
room down the hall from room 208. A lit candle had been
placed on top of a speaker, and had been vibrated off. It
ignited some combustible materials, but was quickly
extinguished. This is why the CO2 fire extinguisher that
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was used in the subsequent fire was positioned in the
hallway.

11/14/00

Hampshire
College

Amherst

MA

Residence
hall

sprinkler
save

The fire chief cited candles as becoming a significant
problem in his community. He mentioned an incident
where they had gone into a fraternity and found an
unattended lit candle resting on a Styrofoam plate, on top
of a blanket, resting on a pool table. He estimated that
they are finding evidence of candles in 70 to 80% of the
rooms where they conduct inspections. Often, they are
located on the lower levels of bookcases, with combustible
materials above them.
A fire occurred in an apartment-style residence hall.
The building where the fire occurred was a three-story,
wood frame structure that had been built about 25 years
ago. It was equipped with a sprinkler system.
At 4:43 p.m., the Amherst Fire Department responded to a
report of an alarm sounding. En route, it was reported that
the sprinkler system had activated, and additional units
were dispatched.
There were moderate smoke conditions upon arrival. It
was determined that two sprinkler heads had activated in
the kitchen area of one of the apartments.
Subsequent investigation determined that a female
occupant had put a pan of oil on the electric stove and
then left the unit. The oil ignited, and the fire caused two
sprinkler heads to open, controlling the fire. Fire damage
was limited to the immediate area of the stove, with some
water damage in the apartment unit. Damage was
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estimated to be $1,500.
Because the fire was controlled by the sprinkler system, it
was not necessary to advance any lines into the building.

11/15/00

Kean
University

Union

NJ

11/16/00

Lee College

Baytown

TX

11/17/00

Washington
State
University

Pullman

WA

Greeksorority

11/20/00

Montclair
State
University
New York
University

Montclair

NJ

Residence
hall

New York

NY

11/22/00

Unknown

1

1

Offcampus

Offcampus

fatal

fatal

NOTE: Hampshire College was the site of a fire in April
2000 in another apartment-style dormitory. The fire in
April occurred in a non-sprinklered building and caused
significant damage to the apartment. During the summer,
the portion of the building damaged by the fire was
equipped with a fire sprinkler system, and the other half of
the building will be equipped with one next summer.
A fire in an elevator motor injured six people. The motor
caught fire and trapped six people inside the elevator.
The police were able to open the elevator and rescue the
occupants. All were treated and released.
An off-campus house fire claimed the life of a 21-yearold student. The fire occurred in a house where there
was no heat because it was being remodeled. The fire
started in the back bedroom where the student was
sleeping. His body was found in the dining room.
There was no evidence of a space heater or smoke
detector found.
Two fraternity men were arrested for allegedly breaking
into the Kappa Kappa Gamma sorority and setting off a
smoke bomb that ignited a portion of the carpet. Smoke
alarms were activated because of the fire. Both men
admitted they were intoxicated at the time of the incident.
An electrical fire forced the evacuation of 600 students for
one hour. According to press reports the students were
using a fire when the plug short-circuited, causing the fire.
A graduate student was killed in an apartment fire.
Three candles at the foot of her bed that ignited her
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mattress started the fire. The woman, Helen Carnegie,
25, was found lying on the floor next to the bed. At
the time of the press account, an autopsy had not
been completed, but it was reported that she
appeared to have died of smoke inhalation.

11/23/00

University of
Nevada-Las
Vegas

Las Vegas

NV

Residence
hall

11/26/00

Oregon State
University

Corvallis

OR

Off-campus

11/30/00

Tennessee
Tech
University

Cookeville

TN

Academic

11/30/00

University of
CaliforniaBerkeley

Berkeley

CA

Residence
hall

sprinkler
save

According to Fire Commissioner Thomas Von Essen,
there have been 239 fires started by candles this year.
th
This fire was the 13 fatal candle fire, an increase of
eight from the previous year.
A fire in a residence hall on Thanksgiving morning was
controlled by the activation of a sprinkler system. The fire
broke out during Thanksgiving break and caused water
damage to six rooms. The room was unoccupied at the
time of the fire.
An OSU senior was able to escape an early morning fire
that caused significant damage to her house. She was
the only one of the five occupants that was home at the
time of the fire. According to press reports, she was
awoken by the sound of breaking glass, opened her door
and was faced with a wall of smoke. She was able to
make it through the smoke and escape from the building.
Two fires occurred in Prescott Hall. The first was believed
to have been started by a fan motor. The second was
discovered four hours later by a security guard and
destroyed a four-room office. Other areas of the building
were damaged by smoke and water and classes had to be
relocated to other buildings.
Two fires in a dormitory are suspected to be arson. The
fire department responded to fire alarms in the building
shortly after 3:00 a.m. where they found two separate
fires. One had been ignited in the laundry room while a
second was occurred in a pile of papers in a second floor
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12/4/00

Washington
State
University

Pullman

WA

Off-campus

12/8/00

Seton Hall
University

South Orange

NJ

Residence
hall

12/9/00

Bryant
College

Smithfield

RI

Residence
hall

12/9/00

University of
North
Carolina

Chapel Hill

NC

Greek fraternity

Keyword
s

sprinkler
save

sprinkler
save

Synopsis
hallway.
A fire in an apartment at the University of Washington was
started when a mattress was left on a baseboard heater.
The fire was contained to the room of origin because of a
closed door, according to a spokesperson. The fire did
not damage the other two apartments in the building.
A small trash can fire in Boland Hall, the site of the tragic
January 2000 fire that killed three students, was
extinguished by the activation of the sprinkler head. Six
hundred students were evacuated.
A fire started by a candle in a four-story dormitory injured
two students. Two public safety officers were also taken
to the hospital for evaluation. The fire occurred when the
candle was knocked over onto the bed. Bryant has a
policy against the use of candles.
A fire in the Sigma Nu fraternity was controlled by the
activation of two sprinklers. According to an interview by
Campus Firewatch with Fire Chief Dan Jones, the
occupant had discarded an ashtray into a plastic
wastebasket and then left the room. The contents of the
wastebasket were ignited, which subsequently spread to
adjacent combustibles. Two sprinkler heads in the room
of origin operated, extinguishing the fire.
The occupants of the house were unaware that a fire had
occurred, and contacted the fire department because they
believed a sprinkler head had failed. Upon investigation
by the fire department, the fire was discovered.
The sprinkler system had been connected to the water
supply only two days before the incident. All fraternities
are under a mandatory sprinkler ordinance, and must
have sprinkler systems installed by September 2001.
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12/10/00

School

University of
Dayton

City

Dayton

State

OH

Fatalitie
s

1

Occupanc
y

Residence
hall

Keyword
s

fatal

Synopsis
Sigma Nu is immediately adjacent to the Phi Gamma
Delta house, which was the site of the fatal fire in 1996
that killed five students.
A fire in a house owned by the University of Dayton
killed a student on Sunday, December 10. Austin
Cohen, 21, of Loveland and a senior at the university,
died in the fire. There were eight students living in the
house at the time of the fire. According to reports, the
residents had extinguished an earlier fire at the
house. One of the occupants, a University of Dayton
student, was later arrested and charged with
involuntary manslaughter and arson.
According to fire department officials, the fire alarm
system was disconnected at the time of the fire.

12/10/00

12/12/00

University of
Texas

University of
Missouri at

Austin

Columbia

TX

MO

The building was a two-story, wood frame building
that was owned by the University of Dayton.
According to fire officials, the university was buying a
number of properties to use for student housing.
A fire caused $1.5 million in damage following a holiday
party in the Sigma Alpha Epsilon fraternity. It was caused
when someone discarded a cigarette onto shredded paper
that had been strewn on the floor to simulate snow. The
fraternity system had agreed to undergo fire department
inspections before such gatherings, but the Austin Fire
Department had not been contacted before this fire.

Greek fraternity

Supportdining hall

sprinkler
save

It was reported that the floor was covered with 18 inches
of confetti.
On December 12, 2000 at approx. 10:15 PM the Columbia
Missouri Fire Department responded to a fire at the Rollins
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Columbia

Synopsis
Cafeteria. Rollins Cafeteria is a central dining hall adjoined
at common entrances to two 7-story residence halls.
The fire was in a utility room just off the kitchen. The
contents in a dryer caught fire when employee's placed
cleaning towels in the dryer for an extended period. The
towels should not have been dried but rather hung to dry
on a clothesline. A five gallon plastic bucket on top of the
dryer added to the fuel load.
The fire was controlled and all but extinguished by a single
sprinkler head activation. This is a limited area sprinkler
for the cafeteria only and does not cover the residence
halls themselves.

12/17/00

1/1/01

George
Washington
University
West Virginia
University

Washington

DC

Morgantown

WV

Residence hall assistants performed well during the fire
and the building was evacuated in short order with little
trouble from the residents despite the fact it was 8
degrees outside. Residents were displaced to nearby
residence halls for about 1-½ hours.
A fire in an underground electrical vault on the GWU
campus forced the evacuation of three dormitories.

Utility

1

Offcampus

fatal

The following information was obtained in an
interview by Campus Firewatch with fire officials.
A fire in an off-campus house has killed one student
and left another man critically injured.
The fire occurred in an off-campus house that had
been converted into apartment units. There were
three people living in the building, but one was not
home at the time of the fire.
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There were two smoke detectors in the building. One
was operational, but the smoke detector on the
second floor, where the fatality was found, did not
have a battery. The person that was critically injured
was awakened by the operation of the smoke detector
on the first floor.
The fire department responded to the fire at 8:31 a.m.
As soon as the first engine was pulling out of the
station they could see heavy smoke and upgraded the
response.
Upon arrival the fire fighters attempted to rescue the
trapped victim on the second floor. However, due to
the heavy fire involvement they were not able to make
access.
The cause of the fire has been determined to be
electrical.
According to fire officials, they have been having a
serious problem with student-related fire activity. In
2000 there were over 100 street fires set in the
Sunnyside section of Morgantown, which is notorious
for partying. Several of these fires have escalated
into bonfires and into structure fires.
The university has become involved in helping to curb
this behavior. According to fire officials if a student is
convicted of setting a fire they will be expelled. As a
result of this and other efforts, the number of fires has
been curbed.
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1/12/01

School
Penn State

City

State

State College

PA

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y
Greek fraternity

Keyword
s

Synopsis
The following information was provided by Tim Knisely,
Centre Region Code Administration
This morning, at approximately 1:15 a.m., a fire was
reported at the Tau Phi Delta Fraternity. The fire was
extinguished by occupants using a dry chemical fire
extinguisher. Damage was contained to one bedroom,
with smoke damage throughout the floor.
Cause was an unattended candle on a dresser. One
occupant was hospitalized for smoke inhalation.

1/15/01

Kansas
University

Lawrence

KS

Greek fraternity

sprinkler
save

The structure is a 3-story building of ordinary construction.
There is a fire alarm and automatic fire detection system
and single station smoke detectors in every bedroom.
There were no sprinklers.
The following information was provided by Fire Marshal
Barr.
No one was injured in a fire early Monday in a room at the
Phi Delta Theta fraternity house, 1621 Edgehill Rd.
The fire activated a sprinkler system and was extinguished
by the time Lawrence-Douglas County Fire & Medical
units arrived, according to Battalion Chief Bill Stark.
Damage was listed at $600.00.
The cause of the fire is still under investigation. However,
it appears that the equipment involved was a portable fan
that came in contact with a curtain, causing the fan to
overheat. The fraternity was evacuated for a short period.
It was unclear as to how many residents may have been
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at the house.

1/15/01

Texas Tech

Lubbock

TX

Academic laboratory

1/16/01

University of
California,
Berkeley

Berkeley

CA

Off-campus

Mary Remus, director of the house, said the residence
was built in 1989 and has always had sprinklers.
A student's chemical experiment caused a fire in a
chemistry building. The student observed liquids from the
experiment catch fire and attempted to extinguish it with a
fire extinguisher. He was unable to extinguish it and left to
get a larger one. Upon his return the fire had grown too
large, and he yelled for assistance. An assistant professor
responded, closed the doors and notified the fire
department.
The building is unsprinklered.
Update. A lawsuit has been filed against the landlord of a
house where a student and her parents were killed in a
fire in August, 2000. The sole surviving family member
has filed the suit, claiming that the furnace that caused the
fire was not maintained and was malfunctioning, there
were no smoke detectors and that the windows on the
second floor, where the victims were found, were
inoperable.
The fire was determined to have been started when a box
left on top of the dining room furnace was ignited. The fire
department was unable to find any evidence of smoke
detectors in the building. The windows on the second floor
were alleged to have been painted shut and inoperable.

1/16/01

University of
Michigan

Ann Arbor

MI

Residence
hall

A fourth occupant in the building was able to jump from a
second-story window.
The following information was provided by Robert Patrick.
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1/19/01

School

Mount
Holyoke
College

City

South Hadley

State

Fatalitie
s

MA

Occupanc
y

Keyword
s

Synopsis
Fire at South Quad Residence hall at University of
Michigan. A smoke detector activated the building fire
alarm system around 1:30. A check of the building
located smoke coming from the elevator mechanical room
above the 9th floor of the building. Ann Arbor Fire
Department extinguished the fire. The building was
evacuated during the fire but residents were allowed to
reenter shortly after the fire was extinguished. No injuries.
Damage confined to elevator motor. Damage estimate
unknown at this time.
The following information was obtained in interviews by
Campus Firewatch with fire and college officials.

Residence
hall

A dormitory room was damaged in a late afternoon fire.
The building fire alarm was activated, and the fire
department was notified at 4:57 p.m. The fire was
contained to the room of origin, but residents of the floor
were relocated to another dormitory. An investigation
determined that the fire was caused by a candle left
unattended on top of a television set. The residents had
left the room ten minutes before the building fire alarm
system was activated.
The building is a four story residence hall built of noncombustible construction. It is equipped with smoke
detectors only in the hallways, not in the individual rooms.
There are no sprinklers.

1/19/01

University of
Georgia Law
School

Athens

GA

1

Offcampus

fatal

Candles are not permitted in the residence halls according
to college officials.
A fire in an off-campus house killed a 24 year old
woman. Authorities have determined that she was
murdered, and are treating the incident as arson.
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1/21/01

School
Colorado
State
University

City
Fort Collins

State
CO

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y
Off-campus

Keyword
s

Synopsis
The following information was provided by Tom DeMint,
Poudre Fire Authority
The Poudre Fire Authority responded to a house fire near
Colorado State University. The structure was a Type V
wood frame single family home that had been rented to 5
students and 1 college aged non-student. The students
were all male and belong to a fraternity that does not have
sufficient room to house all its members.
The occupants were alerted to the fire by a working single
station smoke detector in this unprotected structure.
The fire's origin has been determined to be in one of the
student's bedroom. There were no injuries. The fire was
caused when the six residents were playing a game of
lighting tissue paper on fire and throwing it under the
bedroom doors. The occupant would then get up and
stomp out the fire.
This was done to one occupant’s room, and he thought he
had stomped out the fire before leaving. The fire ignited
his mattress, which the other occupants of the house
attempted to remove the mattress, but were unable to do
so. Conditions worsened and the room flashed over,
extending out an exterior window and into the hallway and
adjoining bedrooms.

1/21/01

University of
Southern
California

Los Angeles

CA

Academic

Criminal damages are pending.
The following information was provided by William
Murphy, USC.
A fire caused by an attended candle ignited nearby
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1/30/01

2/1/01

School

University of
CaliforniaBerkeley

De Anza
College

City

Berkeley

Cupertino

State

CA

CA

Fatalitie
s

1

Occupanc
y

Offcampus

Other

Keyword
s

fatal

Synopsis
combustibles in a faculty member’s office. The damage
was limited to the office and mostly to contents. A building
occupant smelled the smoke and telephoned the
university police department. The building is not
sprinklered.
A 23-year old student was killed in a fire in an offcampus house. Bradley Evans, who was a senior
psychology major, did not live in the house but was
sleeping there following a party the night before. Six
other occupants were in the house at the time of the
fire and were able to escape. One had to jump from a
second story window, and four were treated at an area
hospital and released.
This is the second fatal off-campus fire in Berkeley in
five months. A fire in August, 2000 claimed the lives
of another senior and her two parents.
A De Anza College student was arraigned on 122 counts
of weapons and explosives-related charges. Found in his
room in his parents’ house were the following items:
A maroon nylon bag stuffed with 18 propane gas cylinders
that were taped together and rigged with electrical wire,
galvanized pipes capped at either end and model rocket
motors attached to carbon dioxide cylinders.
A backpack filled with 25 Molotov cocktails, each with a
rag wick tied to the top.
A black nylon bag with a sawed off semiautomatic rifle and
``a quantity of ammunition.''
A canvas guitar case with a semiautomatic rifle, an 8 mm
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rifle that had been taken apart and a sawed off 12-gauge
pump action shotgun.
A plastic grocery bag filled with plastic pipes, capped at
each end and covered with nails and screws.
Also found was a tape that allegedly detailed how he
planned to blow up the college.

2/3/01

Boston
University

Boston

MA

Residence
hall

2/3/01

University of
LouisianaLafayette
University of
Massachusett
s

Lafayette

LA

Supportgarage

Amherst

MA

Off-campus

University of

Durham

NH

Off-campus

2/5/01

2/5/01

sprinkler

According to his attorney, ``Mr. DeGuzman has merely an
innocent fascination for some of the items that were
seized,'' Wormley said, adding that authorities had ``taken
a huge leap and are rushing to judgment of a man who
has no prior criminal history whatsoever.''
A fire on the 16th floor of a BU residence hall at 8:40 a.m.
forced the evacuation of the building's occupants.
Damage was confined to the apartment of origin. One of
the occupants attempted to extinguish the fire but was
unable to operate the fire extinguisher. The fire alarm
system activated, and another occupant began pounding
on adjacent apartment doors, warning the residents of the
fire. One person reported that this was instrumental in
their evacuating because of the number of false alarms
that had been occurring.
A fire in a car parked in a garage beneath a conference
center forced students and faculty members to evacuate
when smoke entered the building. No one was injured.
A fire in an off-campus townhouse rented by UMass
students destroyed the apartment and its contents. The
fire was discovered when one of the students returned
home and found the apartment ablaze. No one was
injured in the fire.
The following information was provided by Fire Marshal
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New
Hampshire

Keyword
s
save

Synopsis
Mark Tetreault, Durham Fire Department.
Approximately 18 UNH students were awoken early this
morning to the sound of smoke detectors in their off
campus apartments. The apartments are located in a
"taxpayer" over the Town and Campus store. Fortunately
everyone escaped without injury.

2/7/01

University of
Illinois

Champaign

IL

Off-campus

2/8/01

Plymouth
State College

Plymouth

NH

Residence
hall

2/8/01

Rowan
University

Glassboro

NJ

Residence
hall

sprinkler
save

sprinkler
save

The wiring associated with a light fixture in the Town and
Campus stock room malfunctioned causing a fire between
the ceiling and the roof assembly. Two sprinkler heads
activated and even though the fire was above the
sprinklers they kept the fire in check until fire crews from
Durham and several neighboring communities could reach
the blaze. Firefighters had to overcome several obstacles
including narrow passageways between stock and steel
bars on the windows. Students were allowed back into
their apartments by late in the afternoon. Durham Fire
Chief Ronald O'Keefe credits the sprinkler system with
saving the building.
A fire in a high-rise apartment building was controlled by
the activation of the sprinkler system. Someone had been
cooking and left the stove unattended. The fire spread up
the wall and into a single cabinet, causing the activation of
a single sprinkler head.
An early morning fire in a dormitory forced 200 students to
be evacuated from the building. The fire occurred in a first
floor room and took an hour and 30 minutes to bring under
control. Damage was estimated at $30,000 and 84
students have been displaced by the fire.
The following information was provided by media accounts
and university officials.
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A fire was started in a dormitory room by a faulty electric
fan motor. The fire was contained to the room of origin by
the activation of the room's sprinkler system. (See related
article about the fire protection program at Rowan
University in "Fire Protection Improving" in the September,
2000 issue of Campus Firewatch.)

2/8/01

University of
Vermont

Burlington

VT

Residence
hall

2/11/01

University of
Illinois

Champaign

IL

Greek fraternity

2/19/01

Western
Kentucky
University

Bowling Green

KY

Unknown

2/23/01

Oklahoma
State
University
University of
Maryland

Stillwater

OK

Residence
hall

College Park

MD

Residence
hall

2/24/01

An unattended candle in a dormitory room started a fire
that caused $4,000.00 in damage. The fire was contained
to the room of origin by a police officer who closed the
door to the room.

sprinkler
save

It was reported that the fire alarm system failed during the
incident and did not activate. One resident reported
attempting to pull four or five fire alarm pull stations, and
then people wound up going door to door to alert the
occupants. According to the university, the 28-year old
fire alarm system was disabled by a short-circuit in a heat
detector.
A fire broke out under a concrete patio in front of a
fraternity where a homeless person was living. The
damage was confined to the patio area with residual
smoke entering the building.
Several fires were determined to be arson. In two
separate fires, combustible materials were placed on top
of kitchen stoves and the burners were turned on. No one
was injured in either fire. Smoke detectors alerted the
occupants to the fires.
A fire in a dormitory was caused by a hairdryer. It was
determined to be accidental, and the damage was limited
to the area around the hairdryer.
The following information was provided by university
officials.
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Cooking oil in a pan on the kitchen stove caught fire and
spread to the kitchen cabinets and vent above. The fire
activated the fire sprinkler in the kitchen. The sprinkler
extinguished the fire and activated the fire alarm system.
One resident was in the kitchen at the time of the fire and
two other residents were sleeping in their rooms.
The residents that were sleeping were awakened by the
fire alarm. All the residents evacuated and called 911.
There were no injuries.

2/26/01

Binghamton
University

Binghamton

NY

1

Offcampus

fatal

Damage was relatively minor and limited to the cabinets,
vent, and light fixture cover above the stove, and some
wet carpeting. The sprinkler was replaced by Facilities
Management and the system was placed back in service.
The following information was obtained from press
reports and provided by officials interviewed by
Campus Firewatch
A fire started by a lamp killed a 23-year-old junior in
an off-campus house. The building was a two-story,
wood frame with six bedrooms. There were seven
tenants living in the building, but officials did not
know how many occupants were in the building at the
time of the fire.
Earlier in the evening the police had been called to the
house because of a party.
The fire department received a 911 call from the
occupancy at 5:30 a.m. When they arrived, the smoke
was so thick that initially they were not able to tell
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which building it was coming from. The incident
commander was told that everyone had made it out of
the building.
Fire fighters entered the building, conducted a
primary search and did not locate any victims. The
fire had now extended to the attic. Fire fighters did a
secondary search and located the victim in a bathtub
on the second floor.
According to press reports the victim had a blood
alcohol level that would be classified as legally drunk.
The fire started by a lamp in a room on the second
floor and was able to work into the wall and travel
vertically towards the room above.

2/27/01

Colby-Sawyer
College

New London

NH

Residence
hall

sprinkler
save

Fire officials reported that there were a number of
disabled or missing smoke detectors in the
occupancy. Furthermore, they believe that the
occupants may have attempted to fight the fire
because they found evidence of pots and pans in the
vicinity of the fire. It is believed that there may have
been a delay in notifying the fire department.
The following information was provided by official sources.
A fire in a closet was controlled by the activation of a
single sprinkler head, resulting in minor damage.
This fire contrasted dramatically to a fire several weeks
ago at Blair Hall, Plymouth State College. A candle fell on
a bed, no sprinkler. The room was totally gutted out the
room and caused serious smoke and water damage
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3/5/01

Rutgers
University

New
Brunswick

NJ

Residence
hall

3/5/01

University of
New
Hampshire

Durham

NH

Residence
hall

3/6/01

Clemson
University

Clemson

SC

Residence
hall

3/6/01

Erie
Community
College

Amherst

NY

Support

Keyword
s

sprinkler
save

Synopsis
throughout the building. PSC is the only University of New
Hampshire campus that is not sprinklered.
Three students were charged with arson and risking
widespread injury as a result of a game they were playing.
The three students were bored and had spent the night
flicking lit matches in a corridor. They ignited a cardboard
box, which they attempted unsuccessfully to stomp out.
They were then able to smother it with a cushion. Campus
police identified the students by following a trail of burnt
matches to their room. The students no longer live on
campus.
A student was melting paraffin wax on top of a stove when
the wax was ignited. The occupants attempted to
extinguish the wax by pouring water on it, which caused
the wax to splatter, spreading the fire. The fire was
eventually extinguished with a broom prior to fire
department arrival. One student received second degree
burns. Fire extinguishers located in the hallway were not
used.
The following information was provided by official sources.
Late yesterday evening, Clemson University had a trash
chute fire in Byrnes Hall, a high-rise residential facility.
The fire was contained until the arrival of the fire
department by a single activated sprinkler head in the
trash chute at the seventh level. The water flow triggered
the building's fire alarm system. Evacuation of the dorm
was without incident. Damage was minimal, limited to
smoke and water which was removed by PPV and water
vacs. CUFD units were on the scene for 2 hours.
A fire caused by a malfunctioning boiler in a student
center caused $250,000 in damage. Smoke was spread
throughout the building, forcing it to be closed down.
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3/11/01

Pennsylvania
State

State College

PA

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y
Off-campus

Keyword
s
porch

Synopsis
The following information was provided by official sources.
On Sunday March 11 at approx 5:30 PM, a fire occurred in
an off-campus student housing duplex. One occupant was
at home sleeping at the time of the fire. Fire was
contained to one half of the duplex, causing extensive
damage on all floors. No injuries were reported. All six
occupants were displaced. Following an inspection today,
three of the six were permitted to move back in to the
unburned side.
The building was a two story, two family dwelling. There
were smoke detectors on all levels, but some had been
removed or disconnected.

3/12/01

Green
Mountain
College

Poultney

VT

Residence
hall

3/13/01

Lamar
University

Beaumont

TX

Residence
hall

3/18/01

Princeton
University

Princeton

NJ

Residence
hall

The fire was believed to have been caused by improper
disposal of smoking materials on the back porch.
A fire in a second-story room of a three story building was
started by a cigarette that ignited a mattress. The
occupant attempted to stomp out the fire, but was
unsuccessful and left the room to alert the other
occupants in the building. The fire caused significant
damage to the room as well as another room and the
hallway in the area. There was water damage and smoke
damage throughout the building. There were reported to
be either 6 or 12 students in the dorm, which normally
houses 62 people, because the school was on spring
break.
Two dormitories that were under construction and were
approximately 70% complete were destroyed in a
suspicious fire.
A fire in a dormitory room was started by an overloaded
electrical outlet. The fire, which started under a bed, was
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3/23/01
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Fatalitie
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Boston

MA

Off-campus

3/23/01

University of
Mary Hardin
Baylor

Belton

TX

Academic

3/27/01

Penn State
University

State College

PA

Support

3/28/01

University of
North
Carolina

Chapel Hill

NC

Greek fraternity

3/31/01

Paul Smith
University

Paul Smith

NY

Supportgreenhous
e

4/1/01

Purdue
University

West
Lafayette

IN

Riot

4/3/01

Clemson
University

Clemson

SC

Residence
hall

Keyword
s

Synopsis
contained to the room and destroyed all of the contents. It
occurred while the occupant was using a hair dryer.
A fire in a three-story, 18 unit apartment building was
started by an overloaded electrical outlet. Thirty people,
mostly students, were displaced by the two-alarm fire.
A fire swept through a vacant nursing and science center
building. Fire damage was limited to the first floor, but
smoke and water damage extended throughout the
building.
A small fire broke out on the roof of Rec Hall. The fire
occurred while workers were doing some minor repairs.
Smoke was drawn into the building by the ventilation
system, making the fire appear worse than it was,
according to a university spokesperson.
A vacant fraternity that was undergoing fire safety
renovations caught fire early Wednesday morning. The
fire was under control by 9:00 a.m. Following the fatal
1996 fraternity fire, Chapel Hill passed an ordinance
requiring the installation of sprinklers in all Greek housing.
A student has been charged with setting fire to a
greenhouse. The fire damaged one end of the structure,
but was extinguished by a security guard with a fire
extinguisher.
Following Purdue University's loss in the NCAA, students
lit fires and threw rocks at police. The largest group
numbered approximately 1,000 students. Police had to fire
tear gas to disperse the students.
Three Clemson University football players were arrested
and charged with felony counts. The charges are related
to burglary incidents spanning four months where they
would activate a residence hall's fire alarm to force an
evacuation and then steal items from the occupant's
rooms. They stole credit cards, CDs, DVDs, clothes,
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Florida State
University

City
Tallahassee

State
FL

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y
Greek fraternity

Keyword
s

Synopsis
shoes and other items.
A candle fire started a fire in an occupied fraternity. A
candle ignited a blanket in a basement bedroom. The
occupant attempted to extinguish the fire, but it spread to
the mattress. The fire destroyed the basement bedroom
and there was smoke damage throughout the building's
three stories.
According to fire officials, some of the smoke detectors in
the house were missing batteries or were not operational.

4/4/01

University of
Oregon

Eugene

OR

Off-campus

4/4/01

Western
Kentucky
University
Oregon State
University

Bowling
Green

KY

Residence
hall

Corvallis

OR

Residence
hall

University of
Colorado

Boulder

CO

Off-campus

4/5/01

4/8/01

The building was unsprinklered.
A fire in a student's off-campus apartment seriously
damaged the two rooms. The fire was started when the
occupant, who was carrying something large, bumped the
range in the kitchen, accidentally turning it on. Materials
on top of the range were then ignited.
A series of five arson fires have broken out in a residence
hall this semester. A university official categorizes them as
small "prank" fires.
A small fire broke out on the roof of a 5-story residence
hall that was under construction. The fire is believed to be
related to welding operations from the day before. An
attached four-story residence hall was evacuated as a
precaution.
An early morning arson fire in a third floor corridor forced
the evacuation of a 141-unit, 5-story apartment building,
which housed hundreds of college students. There were
no injuries. The fire consumed a mattress, which was
among other furnishings that had been left out in the
corridor by maintenance crews who had been painting a
vacant apartment. The fire created dense smoke in the
corridor. It was discovered by a nearby apartment
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4/12/01

Northwestern
University

Evanston

IL

Residence
hall

4/12/01

Plymouth
State College

Plymouth

NH

Off-campus

4/14/01

Bloomsburg
University

Bloomsburg

PA

Off-campus

4/16/01

Rutgers
University

Piscataway

NJ

Residence
hall

4/16/01

University of
Alaska,
Fairbanks

Fairbanks

AK

Residence
hall

Keyword
s

sprinkler
save

Synopsis
resident who called 911 and attempted to extinguish it with
a dry chemical extinguisher. The manual fire alarm
system was activated, but it did not sound an alarm.
Investigation revealed that the horn circuit was disabled as
the result of earlier, unrepaired damage.
A student lit a course packet on fire on the roof of his
dormitory for "stress relief." As a result, he was ordered to
leave the residence hall and find housing elsewhere. No
damage was done to the building. The university provided
him with furniture for his off-campus housing.
A house occupied by six students was heavily damaged
when it was hit by lightning. The two residents who were
home at the time were just getting into their car in the
driveway when the lightning bolt hit the house.
A fire that was believed to have been started by a
damaged electrical line heavily damaged a house. No one
was home at the time of the fire. Five students occupied
the house.
A pizza box was lit on fire in a residence hall stairway. The
fire was small and did not cause any damage. However, it
was learned that a fire alarm pull station malfunctioned
during the incident. All of the other pull stations were
tested and found operational.
At 1630 hours Monday April 17, 2001 University of Alaska
Fairbanks emergency dispatch received an electronic
alarm activation from a smoke detector in room 420
McIntosh Hall. A fire department response was initiated at
1831 and first units were on scene at 1833.
During response dispatch received a water flow alarm for
4th floor McIntosh Hall. University fire department
response was upgraded per benchmarks and UAF Police
also responded. In rapid succession the corridor smoke
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alarm, stairwell smoke alarm, and room alarms 415 and
417 came in to the alarm center. Also a security alarm for
fire exit doors opening at McIntosh Hall came in. This
information was passed on to responding units and a
general alarm for UFD was struck at 1833 bringing 25
UFD firefighters on 2 engines, 2 ladders, and numerous
medical and command units to the scene.
Upon arrival the UFD battalion chief was met by students
confirming a fire in the fourth floor room 420, and that a
sprinkler was flowing. Students were evacuating all floors
of the building in an orderly fashion. Firefighters made
their way to the 4th floor and fire room with a hose line
and extinguishers, to find moderate to heavy smoke
condition and a sprinkler operating. Firefighters positive
pressured (ventilated) the stairwell and fire floor,
completed extinguishment, and initiated salvage
operations. Additional crews were sent to systematically
search each floor and room for any remaining occupants.
None were found. Another crew was sent to control
sprinkler flow, which was accomplished within 20 minutes
of the alarm.
UAF Facility Services restored sprinkler and alarm
systems within the hour. Facilities Services also
responded clean up and damage repair crews. UAF RA's
and Residence Life officials attended to the welfare of
displaced students and assisted in building security during
the incident.
UFD fire officials have determined the fire was caused by
smoking materials that were left on an overstuff chair. The
occupant had left the room for dinner. Fire smoldered in
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the fabric and dense foam insulation of the lounge chair
until reaching a rapid burning state. Smoke detection was
delayed as the room smoke detector had been wrapped in
a plastic bag prior to the incident. However, the detector
did function as was noted by the alarm record. The fire
sprinkler controlled the fire with just one head. Fire and
smoke damage was limited to the room of origin. 6 to 8
rooms on the 4th floor received water flooding and wet
carpets. The dormitory was able to reopen later that
evening with only the occupant of room 420 displaced.

4/20/01

Louisiana
State
University

Baton Rouge

LA

Academic

4/23/01

Louisiana
State
University

Baton Rouge

LA

Residence
hall

sprinkler
save

UAF Residence halls are fully sprinklered and have an
addressable alarm system. A few campus apartments still
need sprinklers, which is a work in progress. McIntosh
Hall is a non-smoking dorm. UFD also has been using
Campus Firewatch the past year and a half to heighten
administration awareness to the fire issue on campus.
A fire occurred in an office in the Life Sciences Building.
The office was a small one that housed one professor.
The fire was a paper fire, apparently started near the door
on or near some boxes of books and T-shirts that were
stacked on the floor and on a chair. The fire set off a
sprinkler head in the office, which extinguished the fire in
short order with very little fire damage.
A fire occurred in a women's dorm on the 5th floor. The
student had placed a skillet with oil in it on an electric
burner in a small "kitchen" area. She apparently left it
unattended and forgot about it until the skillet caught fire
and caused the fire alarm to go off. She returned to the
kitchen room and extinguished the fire in the skillet with a
dry powder fire extinguisher. The smoke filled the floor of
the dorm, but caused no injuries to the other students,
who evacuated the building. The woman who extinguished
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4/24/01

Longwood
College

Farmville

VA

Academic

4/24/01

University of
Denver

Denver

CO

Residence
hall

4/29/01

Ohio State
University

Columbus

OH

Riot

4/29/01

University of
Northern
Colorado

Greely

CO

Riot

5/1/01

Sacred Heart
University

Trumbell

CT

Off-campus

5/1/01

University of
Texas

Austin

TX

1

Offcampus
(privately
run
residence
hall)

Keyword
s

fatal

Synopsis
the fire suffered smoke inhalation and was treated at the
hospital.
A historic complex at Longwood College that was
undergoing a $12 million renovation was destroyed by fire.
Four adjacent dormitories were also evacuated during the
fire. Damage to the residence halls was reported to be
limited to water damage. The 400 students were housed
in the gymnasium for the evening.
A student was arrested following a fire in his dorm room.
It is alleged that a suspected drug lab in his dorm room
was the cause of the fire. Six hundred students were
evacuated from the nine-story building.
For the sixth time in a year, police had to break up
disturbances by students. Police fired tear gas and
wooden projectiles to break up the groups of students who
were gathering off-campus near the university. About a
dozen students were arrested.
Police had to restore order in a series of off-campus
incidents where party-goers pelted police with rocks,
bricks and bottles. Ten fires were set in a six-block area
as police fired tear gas in an effort to break up the
disturbances.
A fire totally destroyed one building in a condo complex
that housed students from the university. Ten students
were left homeless from the fire.
A student has been killed, and another critically
injured, in an early morning fire. The fire occurred in
an off-campus high-rise tower that housed 200
students from the university.
According to fire officials, the fire occurred at 6:19
a.m. The fire department was notified of the fire by a
telephone call from another resident of the building.
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Upon arrival, fire crews reported seeing fire coming
from the window of a second story unit. They
advanced hose lines into the building and found an
injured victim in the hallway. Firefighters entered the
unit that was on fire, extinguished the fire and found
the victim.
The building was a ten-story, privately owned
dormitory that housed students from the University of
Texas. There were approximately 200 students living
in this particular tower, with a total of 600 students
living in the entire complex. According to officials,
there are a number of similar types of occupancies in
the vicinity of the university.
Following this fire, emergency legislation was filed at
the state level that would mandate sprinklers in highrise buildings that housed students.

5/3/01

University of
Colorado

Boulder

CO

Off-campus

Officials determined that the fire was intentionally
ignited by the deceased victim who had a blood
alcohol level of 0.11. Officials also reported that the
victim has been involved in at least two other firerelated incidents prior to the fatal fire.
Four college students were displaced when a fire heavily
damaged a bedroom in an 18-unit off-campus apartment
complex. The fire was the result of an unattended candle
that ignited bedding, a mattress and a headboard. One of
the occupants suffered minor burns trying to extinguish
the fire. There were no automatic sprinklers present, and
both smoke alarms had been previously disabled by the
occupants. Fortunately, two of the occupants were away
Page 61

Information compiled by Campus Firewatch ©2012 www.campus-firewatch.com ecomeau@campus-firewatch.com

Campus Incidents January 2000 to March 4, 2011
Sorted by Date
Unless otherwise indicated, this information was compiled from media sources and was not verified.

Date
5/6/01

School
Dartmouth
University
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5/8/01

University of
North
Carolina

City
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Fatalitie
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Hanover

NH

Greek fraternity

Oswego

NY

Off-campus

Chapel Hill

NC

Residence
hall

Keyword
s

Synopsis
at the time, and the other two were still awake.
A fire has been determined to be arson at the Bones Gate
fraternity. Lighter fluid was sprayed on a room door and
then lit. The three occupants of the room were able to
suppress the fire that was entering the room through the
cracks in the door. The building is equipped with a fire
sprinkler system.
Eighteen people, many of them students, were left
homeless following a fire that destroyed most of a city
block, including an apartment building.
Dormitory Fire – University of North Carolina
Town of Chapel Hill Fire Department
302 N. Columbia St.
Chapel Hill, NC 27516
For Immediate Release
May 8, 2001
Chapel Hill – At 6:35 p.m. the Chapel Hill Fire Department
was dispatched to 125 West Franklin St. (Granville
Towers – West), to an automatic fire alarm. Engine 32,
Engine 35, and Tower 71 responded to the incident.
Granville Towers is a privately owned 9-story dormitory
just off campus at UNC – Chapel Hill.
Upon arrival, fire crews found smoke coming from a
fluorescent light fixture on the fourth floor. A resident with
a fire extinguisher had initially suppressed the fire. While
investigating the fire on the fourth floor, smoke was
reported coming from the eighth floor. Fire crews
encountered a fire inside a resident’s room. The fire was
quickly brought under control and fire damage was
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contained to the area of about 50 square feet where the
fire began.
Assistant Fire Marshal Rodney Watson and Assistant Fire
Marshal Barry McLamb are conducting an investigation.
Cause of the fourth floor fire is determined to be electrical
in nature. The cause of the fire on the eighth floor is still
under investigation. No injuries were reported to either
civilians or fire personnel. Damage was estimated to be
approximately $5,000. Five students were found in their
rooms well after the alarms by firefighters and escorted
from the building.

5/10/01

Babson
College
University of
Kentucky

Wellesley

MA

Lexington

KY

5/16/01

Plymouth
State College

Plymouth

NH

5/19/01

John Carroll
University

Cleveland
Heights

OH

5/15/01

Residence
hall
Administrat
ion

Outside
fires

1

Offcampus

Fatal,
couch

Granville Towers has a standpipe system and central
monitored alarm but no sprinkler systems. The building is
more than 20 years old.
A fire in a residence hall was started by a faulty laptop
computer. The fire was confined to one room.
A building that housed the university president and other
offices was destroyed by a fire that apparently was started
by welding on the roof. The building, which had been
constructed in 1882, was undergoing a $1.3 million
renovation.
As students were finishing the academic year at the
University of New Hampshire, the Durham Fire
Department responded to a total of 18 couch fires, 10
chair fires, eight Dumpster blazes and two other fires, all
set between Wednesday night and Sunday morning. This
is a marked increase over the same time the previous
year when there were seven furniture fires and two
dumpster fires.
A senior was killed in a house fire that was started by
a carelessly discarded cigarette following a party. In
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an interview with Campus Firewatch, Bob Broestl, fire
warden with the Cleveland Heights Fire Department,
reported that the occupants smelled something
burning and checked the couch at 5:00 a.m. They
were unable to find anything, and they went to bed.
At 6:00 a.m. two of the students sleeping in the living
room awoke to find the couch on fire. They ran
upstairs to get a fire extinguisher, and by the time
they returned the room was fully engulfed in fire.
They ran back upstairs and the occupants then had to
escape by jumping out of second story windows.
There were seven people in the building at the time of
the fire.
The victim was scheduled to graduate the next day.

5/19/01

Ohio
University

Athens

OH

2

Offcampus

fatal

There have been a total of four people killed in offcampus house fires in Ohio in the past six months.
A 22-year old senior was killed in a house fire that was
started in an electrical strip. She was found in a
bedroom by fire fighters. A second person, who was
not a student, was seriously injured in this fire and
subsequently died from his injuries six days later.
The battery for the house’s smoke detector had been
removed.
In an interview with Campus Firewatch, Chief Troxel
reported that one of the occupants had walked down
to the corner convenience store. By the time this
person had walked back, the house was on fire. Upon
arrival of the fire department, fire had extended out
the front of the building.
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Fire fighters first found the female victim in the
bedroom, and then found the male victim in the
bathroom.
There were three apartments in the building, one in
the basement, one on the first floor with five
occupants and one on the second floor. The
occupants of the second floor apartment had gone
home for the weekend.

5/21/01

City University

London

UK

Academic

5/21/01

University of
Washington

Seattle

WA

Academic laboratory

Four people have been killed in off-campus house
fires in Ohio within the past six months.
A fire destroyed the roof of the university's College
Building. Approximately 70 students were taking an exam
in the building at the time of the fire and were safely
evacuated.
A fire at 3:30 a.m. destroyed the laboratories and office of
the Urban Horticultural Center. The Seattle Fire
Department, the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms
and the FBI are conducting the investigation. Activists
have targeted the center in the past.
The device used to start a fire at the University of
Washington's Center for Urban Horticulture is nearly
identical to the one used to start a fire at a poplar tree
farm in Clatskanie, Oregon. The FBI reports that ELF is
responsible for both fires.

5/22/01

University of
Massachusett

Amherst

MA

Residence
hall

The University of Washington has made an emergency
request for $5.4 million to repair the center.
Two female students received burns when the
aromatherapy candle they had left burning all night ignited
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5/31/01

Louisiana
State
University
Medical
Center
University of
Northern Iowa

New Orleans

LA

Residence
hall

Cedar Falls

IA

Greeksorority

6/12/01

Central
Methodist
College

Fayette

MO

Residence
hall

6/21/01

Dartmouth
College

Hanover

NH

Greek fraternity

7/9/01

University of
Pittsburgh

Pittsburgh

PA

Academic laboratory

7/10/01

Louisiana
State
University
University of

Baton Rouge

LA

Academic

College Park

MD

Residence

6/6/01

7/15/01

sprinkler
save

sprinkler

Synopsis
the paper wrapper on the candle. They were awakened
by the room’s single-station smoke detector and
attempted to extinguish the fire. They both received minor
burns. Candles are not permitted in university residence
halls.
A fire that may have started in a radio on top of a dresser
was controlled by the activation of a single sprinkler head.
Damage was confined to the room of origin. Students
were alerted to the fire by the building’s fire alarm system.
A small fire broke out at 11:00 p.m. at the Kappa Sigma
fraternity. Investigators believe that a cigarette started the
fire. There was no one in the house at the time the fire
broke out.
An administrator has been charged with setting two arson
fires on the campus. No one was injured in either fire, one
of which was started in a residence hall trashcan and the
other in the basement of the student union. The
administrator has been discharged from the college.
Two fraternity members received blank diplomas after
being arrested and charged with starting a fire in one of
the fraternity’s rooms on June 6. They sprayed the room
with lighter fluid, lit it, and then extinguished it with a fire
extinguisher. Court action as well as college disciplinary
action is pending.
An explosion in a chemistry lab damaged two rooms and
forced the evacuation of the building. No one was injured.
Two months ago there had been a chemical fire in the
basement of the same building.
An arson fire was started in an occupied bathroom in the
Hebert Law Center. Construction workers quickly
extinguished it before any significant damage was done.
A fire occurred in the kitchen of a student apartment
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hall

7/19/01

University of
Florida

Gainesville

FL

Greek fraternity

7/19/01

University of
Kansas

Lawrence

KS

Greek fraternity

7/19/01

University of
New
Hampshire

Durham

NH

Greek fraternity

Keyword
s
save

Couch,
sprinkler
save

Synopsis
complex on 7/15/01 at 7:19PM. The occupant of the
apartment was preparing to fry food by heating oil in a
pan. At some point, the occupant noticed the oil was
beginning to smoke and quickly ignited. Attempts to
extinguish the fire by smothering it with another pan failed.
Shortly after the fire started the sprinkler in the kitchen
activated, extinguishing the fire and limiting the damage to
the range and cabinets above. No injuries were reported.
(Alan Sactor provided this information)
A single sprinkler head located approximately 20 feet
above the floor extinguished a fire involving a couch with a
rolled area rug on top of it. The Phi Delta Theta fraternity
house is not occupied for the summer. The origin is
considered suspicious and is still being investigated.
Damage is estimated at approximately $5,000.
A 19-year old male was sentenced to 15 days in jail and 2
years probation for a fire that he started in the Phi Kappa
Theta fraternity house in February. The fire caused
$300,000 in damage.
A University of New Hampshire fraternity house was
closed today for numerous fire and building code
violations. At 11:27 am the Durham Fire Department and
Building Department executed an administrative search
warrant at the Sigma Alpha Epsilon (SAE) Fraternity
House. The inspection revealed numerous fire and
building code issues. Among the violations were blocked
exits, blocked open fire doors, and open electrical wiring.
Following the inspection all occupants of the hose were
ordered to vacate the property for safety reasons.
Last September the fraternity was ordered to maintain
their building free of fire code violations for a year. Under
the terms of the agreement the house could be faced with
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7/20/01

Kansas State
University

Manhattan

KS

Academic

7/20/01

Kansas State
University
University of
California

Manhattan

KS

Support

Irvine

CA

Academic laboratory

7/27/01

University of
Maryland

College Park

MD

7/27/01

University of
North Texas

Denton

TX

7/29/01

Emporia
State
University

Emporia

KS

7/30/01

University of
Michigan

Ann Arbor

MI

7/23/01

Keyword
s

Academic laboratory
2

Offcampus

Academic laboratory

fatal

Synopsis
the imposition of $1,600 in suspended fines. These fines
are in addition to any that may be imposed for today's
violations. The University of New Hampshire may convene
the judicial board for a hearing where the recognition of
SAE could be in jeopardy. (Mark Tetreault provided this
information)
An early morning fire that is believed to be arson caused
extensive smoke damage to the veterinary medicine
complex. Portions of the third floor of Coles hall were
damaged by smoke from the fire that started in an office
area.
A fire that caused substantial damage to several faculty
members’ offices was determined to be caused by arson.
An explosion in a chemistry laboratory caused a five-alarm
fire in a chemistry building. Three people were injured
and years of research were destroyed. Damage
estimates are in the millions. The building was not
equipped with sprinklers and fire fighters had a difficult
time fighting the fire due to the design of the building.
A student was charged with manufacturing a device that
was supposed to appear like a bomb. The device was
located in an off-campus University of Maryland building
by a maintenance worker.
An explosion in a chemistry building at the University of
North Texas injured seven students. None were injured
seriously.
An explosion in her apartment killed a 19-year old
Emporia State University student and her 13-monthold son. Investigators have determined that the
explosion was arson-related.
On July 30, 2001 around 8:10 pm a fire alarm was
received from the Medical Science 1 Building. An
investigation located a fire in a mass spectrometer inside
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8/7/01

University of
Texas

Austin

TX

Off-campus

8/11/01

State
University of
New York

Cortland

NY

Greek fraternity

8/18/01

University of
West Virginia

Morgantown

WV

1

Offcampus

Keyword
s

fatal

Synopsis
room 5431. The fire later determined to be have electrical
destroyed the spectrometer. The fire was extinguished
before it extended into the lab. The lab was fully protected
with an automatic sprinkler system, but the fire did not
spread beyond the mass spectrometer. The mass
spectrometer is a total loss, with an initial loss estimate of
$500,000.00 (Information provided by Robert Patrick,
University of Michigan).
A three-alarm fire destroyed a two-story apartment
building that was occupied by students from the University
of Texas.
A fraternity member of an unrecognized fraternity was
charged with setting a fire that caused serious damage to
a fraternity building. An unrecognized fraternity that was
evicted had occupied the building. Two weeks later, a
different fraternity moved into the house.
A West Virginia University sophomore was killed in a
two-story, off-campus apartment fire. There were
seven people in the building at the time, and six were
able to successfully evacuate the building and
advised fire fighters that there was one person inside.
The cause of the fire has not been determined at this
time.
In an interview with Campus Firewatch, Chief Fetty of
the Morgantown Fire Department provided the
following details.
The building was a six bedroom, wood frame building.
It was comprised of a basement that contained living
quarters, a first floor and an occupied attic level. The
building was built on a sloping grade, so the
basement level was actually at ground level at the rear
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of the building.
At the time of the fire there were seven occupants in
the building.
There were three smoke detectors in the building.
The one in the basement was disconnected.
The call came in at 5:20 a.m. from an occupant in the
basement. The occupants of the room of origin were
awakened by a smoke detector. They ran through the
house alerting the other occupants and asked the
occupant in the basement to call the fire department.
The students were just moving into the building for
the school year. The victim did not normally occupy
the attic room, but did on this particular evening. This
led to some initial confusion as to whether he was in
the building or not.
The Morgantown Fire Department was on the scene
by 5:23, and they reported it as a fully involved
structure with victims trapped. Upon arrival, the
occupants advised fire fighters that there was one
victim still in the building.
A fire fighter attempted to make an initial entry, but
was forced back because of the intensity of the fire. A
second fire fighter with a hoseline joined him, and
they were able to gain access to the second floor
where they found the victim. He was removed from
the building and CPR was initiated. He was
transported to the hospital where he was pronounced
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dead.
Three other occupants were transported to the
hospital with injuries. Two were treated and released
while one was held overnight.
The room of origin was on the first floor, and the
victim’s bedroom was directly above it. The cause of
the fire had not been determined at press time.

8/26/01

Washington
State
University

Pullman

WA

Greek fraternity

8/28/01

Penn State
University

State College

PA

Academic laboratory

8/28/01

University of
California

Berkeley

CA

Unknown

couch

sprinkler
save

This is the second off-campus fire fatality in
Morgantown. Another student died in a fire on
January 1, 2001.
A fire that was caused by smoking materials discarded
into a couch started a fire that sent seventeen people to
the hospital for burn and smoke inhalation injuries. Most
were treated and released, while one was held overnight
for observation. According to media reports, the fire was
seen by a member of a neighboring fraternity, who called
the fire department. The building's fire alarm system
operated briefly after the fire had been reported and then
stopped sounding.
The university is attempting to find alternative housing for
the students.
Plastic materials left drying in an oven caused a small fire
in a biochemistry building. The lab was able to reopen
after two hours.
A fire in a closet was started when a hydroponic plantgrowing system malfunctioned. The fire was controlled by
the activation of a sprinkler head. According to press
reports, marijuana plants were found growing at the scene
and the police department became involved in the
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8/30/01

Anderson
University

Anderson

IN

1

Offcampus

fatal

9/1/01

University of
Kentucky

Lexington

KY

1

Offcampus

fatal

9/4/01

Columbia
University

New York

NY

Residence
hall

9/6/01

University of
California
Western
Kentucky
University

Berkeley

CA

Bowling
Green

KY

Support garage
Off-campus

9/22/01

sprinkler
save

Synopsis
incident.
A 24-year old student was found dead after an early
morning fire that destroyed a law office and a fourbedroom apartment. The landlord had ordered the
student and his three roommates to leave by 8/30
because of wild parties. The other three roommates
had already moved out.
A 19-year old student was killed in an off-campus
apartment fire. The fire appeared to have started
when combustibles, ignited by a stovetop burner,
filled the apartment with smoke. The fire, according
to press reports, was limited to the immediate area
around the stove. The student died of smoke
inhalation.
A fire in a residence hall room was caused by a student
burning incense in her room. The incense lit the curtains
on fire and then spread to the mattress. Activation of a
sprinkler head extinguished the fire. The student was
hospitalized with second-degree burns on her arm that
occurred when she attempted to extinguish the fire.
Incense and candles are not permitted.
A fire that started in a garage displaced a dozen students.
Fire from the garage damaged the units above it.
A fire at 3:00 a.m. forced several occupants of the
apartment building to jump from the second floor to
escape the fire. The building was a wood frame structure
that housed 12 different units with four occupants per unit.
Normally there would be 48 people in the building but the
fire department was unsure how many people were in the
building at the time of the fire. The structure was
equipped with hardwired smoke detectors that were
interconnected. The fire caused $300,000 in damage.
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9/30/01

Ivy Tech
State College

Fort Wayne

IN

Offcampus

10/1/01

West Virginia
University

Morgantown

WV

Off-campus

10/3/01

Utah State
University

Logan

UT

Exterior

10/4/01

Kansas State
University

Manhattan

KS

Supportdairy barn

10/5/01

University of
Massachusett
s

Amherst

MA

Greek fraternity

Keyword
s

fatal

Synopsis
The area of origin was an apartment on the first floor, and
the cause of the fire has not been determined.
A fire in an off-campus house killed a 29-year-old
woman and her 15-year-old-son. The fire, which broke
out at 3:30 a.m., was not considered to be suspicious.
The mother was studying business at the Ivy Tech
State College.
An early-morning fire caused $50,000 in damage in a
house occupied by five students. None were injured. This
is the third fire in a student residence in Morgantown this
year. Two other fires killed students from WVU.
A series of arson fires were occurred at Utah State. A box
was set on fire in a shuttle turnaround near the field house
at 1:56 a.m. At 2:37 a.m. a dumpster fire occurred. At
3:00 a.m. another dumpster fire broke out which fire
officials believe was ignited using accelerants.
A fire destroyed a dairy ban filled with 600 tons of hay. A
spark from a steer loader started the fire. Fire fighters
were faced with a water shortage, which hampered their
ability to extinguish the fire.
A fire started by a candle totally destroyed the Delta
Upsilon fraternity. The fire, which occurred at
approximately 2:00 p.m., started in a first floor bedroom
and quickly spread to the rest of the building. The building
was equipped with a supervised fire alarm system.
However, the smoke detectors had been covered with
plastic bags several days before when a party had been
held. This delayed the activation of the fire alarm system.
The Amherst Fire Department immediately ordered an
inspection of the other 18 Greek houses and found two
others with covered smoke detectors. Criminal charges
against all three houses have been filed by the State Fire
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10/8/01

Southwest
State
University

Marshall

10/8/01

University of
Illinois
Ohio State
University

Champaign
Columbus

OH

10/11/01

Utah
University

Salt Lake City

UT

Academic laboratory

10/16/01

University of
Massachusett
s
Ohio State
University

Amherst

MA

Academic

Columbus

OH

Off-campus

Catawba
College

Salisbury

NC

10/11/01

10/25/01

10/28/01

MN

Academic

IL

Greek fraternity
Residence
hall

1

Residence
hall

Keyword
s

fatal

Synopsis
Marshal’s Office.
An arson fire damaged the Individualized Learning Center
at Southwest State University. The fire was detected at
10:30 p.m. by a security guard and extinguished within 20
minutes. Smoke spread throughout an area containing
the university’s education department.
An early morning arson fire damaged a sign on the front
lawn of the Theta Chi fraternity.
A fire in a microwave unit was extinguished by a fire
extinguisher. The MicroFridge unit caught fire while a
student was cooking some food, and the control panel
burst into flames. A resident hall staff member
extinguished the fire.
A container of 400 milliliters of glyoxal, a DNA inhibiter,
was spilled in the Nucleic Acids Biochemistry Lab by a
teaching assistant. According to the Salt Lake City Fire
Department, the chemical was not even listed in their
hazardous materials reference materials. There were nine
students in the lab, but six left before the arrival of the fire
department and could not be immediately evaluated for
exposure.
An electrical fire in a ventilation motor filled an
underground pedestrian tunnel linking two buildings. No
one was injured in the fire.
An accidental fire in an off-campus apartment building
killed an 84-year old man and displaced fifteen students.
The cause of the fire was determined to be electrical in the
victim's apartment. Smoke detectors in the building
activated and alerted the occupants to safely evacuate.
A 20-year old student was killed in a Sunday morning
fire at Catawba College in Salisbury, North Carolina.
According to Assistant Chief Fesperman, the fire
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occurred in a two-story, wood balloon-frame
residence hall. The ground floor contained one suite
and a laundry area, and the second story had two
suites. Each suite was made up of four bedrooms, a
common area and a bathroom.
The building was not equipped with a fire sprinkler
system. There were single station smoke detectors in
the suite common areas.
At approximately 1:30 a.m. a small fire occurred in a
pile of leaves that was extinguished. About an hour
later another fire occurred in a plastic trash bin in the
laundry that was also manually extinguished. In both
cases campus security was not aware of the fires until
after they had been extinguished. The fire department
was not notified of either fire.
Approximately an hour after the laundry room fire the
fire department received multiple calls from the
students and campus security about a fire in one of
the suites on the second floor. Upon arrival the fire
department reported that one victim, who had
escaped through the fire, was lying on the lawn in the
front. His roommate had jumped out a window at the
rear, dropping approximately 15 feet to the ground.
The fire had started in the suite common area and
gutted the common area and one bedroom.
Prior to this fire, the fire department reported that the
smoke detectors had been disabled. Who had
disabled them and when is under investigation. The
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exact cause of death is unknown at this point, but the
victim had suffered extensive burns.

10/28/01

Penn State
University

State College

PA

Off-campus

10/29/01

Harvard
University

Cambridge

MA

Residence
hall

10/30/01

Florida State
University

Tallahassee

FL

GreekSorority

10/31/01

Penn State
University

State College

PA

Off-campus

11/2/01

Virginia
Commonwea

Richmond

VA

3

Offcampus

sprinkler
save

fatal

The college had not been holding fire drills in the year
prior to this fire. As a result of the fire, they are now
holding unannounced fire drills and will file sanctions
against students that do not evacuate. Furthermore,
they have changed their policy regarding notifying the
fire department. The fire department is now notified
of all fires, no matter how small.
A fire heavily damaged two apartments, leaving 15
graduate students along with their children homeless. The
fire started in a first floor unit and spread upward to the
unit above it. The cause of the fire is unknown at this
time. The complex has eight apartments in each building.
(Provided by Steve Treibold, Penn State University)
Students had to evacuate a Harvard dormitory when
smoke from a fireplace triggered the fire alarm system. A
tutor in the building had built a fire in the fireplace, but
forgot to open the flue.
A bathroom fire in a sorority has forced the relocation of all
40 women. The cause of the fire, which spread to the attic
and part of the second floor, was electrical. Damage is
estimated at $300,000. (Provided by Buddy Dewar,
National Fire Sprinkler Association)
A fire in an off-campus apartment that was started by a
tenant cooking was extinguished by the activation of a
single sprinkler head. There was minimal fire damage to
the unit of origin with minor smoke damage and water
damage to the surrounding units (Provided by Tim
Knisely, Centre Region)
Investigators believe that the estranged husband who
was killed in the fire started the fire that killed a
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lth University

11/5/01

Michigan
Technological
University

Houghton

MI

Exterior

11/10/01

James
Madison
University

Harrisonburg

VA

Off-campus

Keyword
s

Synopsis
couple and their two children. His wife was a thirdyear dental student at Virginia Commonwealth
University.
Two explosive devices were found during routine earlymorning patrols. One was found outside of the
university's forestry building and the other outside of the
U.S. Forest Service engineering laboratory. The devices
consisted of timers, wires and jugs that appeared to be
filled with gasoline. The state police bomb squad
rendered them safe.
A fire in an off-campus apartment complex has left 48
students homeless.
According to Chief Shifflett of the Harrisonburg Fire
Department, the fire occurred outside of a three-story,
wood frame apartment building. The building was divided
into two sections, separated by a common walkway on
each floor that was open to the outside. The building was
covered in vinyl siding.
At approximately 2:00 p.m. the fire department was
notified of a fire at the building. Upon arrival they found
the vinyl siding on the front of the building on was fire, with
the fire extending into the soffit on the third floor and into
the attic.
Crews initially searched the apartments to ensure that
everyone had evacuated and attempted an offensive
attack. However, the fire spread throughout the attic and
crews had to be pulled out so that a defensive operation
could be started. Once the fire was brought under control
with master streams, crews were able to reenter the
structure and finish extinguishing the fire.
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Chief Shifflet reported that the attic was completely
destroyed with significant fire damage to the third floor.
There was extensive water damage throughout all floors
of the building.
It is believed that the cause of the fire was careless
disposal of smoking materials in the mulch outside of the
building. It was a very windy day, which contributed to the
rapid fire spread.

11/16/01

University of
Washington

Seattle

WA

Exterior

11/18/01

Rider
University
Penn State
University

Lawrence
Township
State College

NJ

Residence
hall
Off-campus

11/19/01

PA

According to Chief Shifflet, this is the worst of five similar
fires within the past 18 months. All five fires have started
in exterior landscaping and spread to the building. It is
believed that all five were caused by the careless disposal
of smoking materials.
Several buildings were evacuated after a suspicious
package was found outside of a building that houses
offices and laboratories for the university's Forest
Products and Engineering program. The package turned
out to be batteries wrapped together with wires.
A fire in a dormitory room burned papers and books and
was put out by someone using a fire extinguisher.
An off-campus student house was destroyed by fire on
Monday, November 19 at approximately 3:30 a.m. Six
occupants were in the house at the time of the fire.
The fire originated in a bedroom on the second floor. Onscene reports indicated that a wall or ceiling tapestry
significantly contributed to the rapid spread of the fire.
Upon arrival of the fire department, much of the second
floor was involved in fire and a defensive attack was
initiated. The cause is under investigation.
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New Rochelle
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y
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Keyword
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couch

Synopsis
The house was a split-level, wood frame structure with two
dwelling units. There were smoke detectors in the house,
but the tenants reported that they did not operate.
However, the police supervisor on scene reported that the
alarms were sounding. No injuries were reported. (Tim
Knisely provided this information)
Campus Firewatch obtained the following information from
interviews.
A fire in an apartment building that was being leased by
Iona College for student housing has left one student in
critical condition. According to fire officials, the fire was
believed to have been started by a cigarette left burning in
a couch. The building was described as a four-story, brick
building with approximately 24 apartments.
Just before 6:00 a.m., one of the occupants of the
apartment was awakened by the smoke detector. Two of
the occupants had to climb out windows to escape the fire
and had to hang from the windows until they were rescued
by the fire department. People pounding on the doors of
the fire station alerted the fire department, which was
located right next door to the building.
In addition to rescuing the victims in the windows, the fire
department entered the building to search for any other
occupants. One occupant was found and removed and
immediately flown by helicopter to a burn unit where he is
in critical condition from his burns.
According to college officials, "all apartments meet state
code" and were not required to be equipped with sprinkler
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12/1/01

University of
Illinois at
UrbanaChampaign

Urbana

IL

Greek fraternity

12/7/01

Colgate
University

Hamilton

NY

Greek fraternity

Keyword
s

sprinkler
save

Synopsis
systems. They were equipped with single-station, batteryoperated smoke detectors in the individual units,
according to fire officials. The residence halls are
equipped with sprinkler systems.
The Urbana Fire Rescue Services was called to a
reported structure fire at 606 W. Ohio St. Urbana, Illinois.
This property belongs to Alpha Chi Sigma. The fire was
contained to a single room. The cause of the fire was a
candle coming in contact with sheets being used as
drapery for an initiation ceremony. The incident was
further complicated for a short time as first in crews found
chemical bottles in the room. The chemicals found were
Iron Chloride, Sodium Acetate, Lead Nitrate, Ammonium
Thiocyanate, Hydrochloric Acid, and Sodium Chromate.
These were being used to make Lead Chromate as part of
the initiation ceremony. (This information was provided by
Urbana Fire Rescue Services.)
A malfunction in an electric commercial deep fryer in the
kitchen caused overheating of the cooking oil that burst
into flames.
The chef at the Theta Chi Fraternity at 52 Broad Street
was returning from a basement food storage room when
he noticed the deep fryer on fire. As he approached the
fryer, the Ansul system activated which drove some
flames around the side of the stove hood where the heat
from the flames activated one sprinkler head in the
kitchen.
Colgate Campus Safety Department received an
automatic alarm signal from the Theta Chi Fraternity at
0818 hours. Campus safety officers and the Hamilton Fire
Department were dispatched.
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Colgate campus safety officers were the first to arrive
finding heavy smoke emitting from the kitchen exhaust fan
on the side of the building. The sprinkler and Ansul
systems had activated, and controlled the fire.
The thermostat wire on the electric element in the deep
fryer had broken, leaving the element on and overheating
the cooking oil.
The Hamilton Fire Department replaced the sprinkler head
and restored the sprinkler system. Fire firefighters
performed salvage operations with the water on the floor.

12/7/01

Jacksonville
State
University

Jacksonville

AL

Greek –
fraternity

12/7/01

Western
Illinois
University

Macomb

IL

Residence
hall

porch,
couch

Automatic fire suppression systems in place at the time of
the fire prevented a serious fire. (John Basher provided
this information)
A fire was started in a couch that was on the porch of a
fraternity. The early morning fire is being treated as
arson, and is the second fire within a week. The fraternity
was unoccupied at the time of the fire.
Campus Firewatch obtained the following information from
interviews.
th

An early-morning fire broke out in the 9 floor lounge area
of a 19 story, unsprinklered high-rise. According to fire
officials, the fire was determined to be arson, and was
started in a sofa. The fire broke the exterior windows and
spread vertically outside of the building to lounges on the
upper floors. In addition, the sofa was adjacent to a pipe
th
th
chase that allowed for smoke spread to the 11 and 13
floors.
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The building housed 900 students. The fire that caused
fire damage on the 9th floor has displaced approximately
35 people and caused fire and smoke damage on the
floors above and water damage on the floors below.
The building is equipped with single-station smoke
detectors in the residential rooms and heat detectors in
the lounges and common areas as well as manual pull
stations. The university’s department of public safety
supervises the building’s fire alarm system.

12/10/01

University of
Connecticut

Mansfield

CT

Off-campus

12/10/01

University of
Hartford

West Hartford

CT

Residence
hall

12/11/01

Princeton
University

Princeton

NJ

Academic laboratory

According to college officials, there are no plans in the
works to sprinkler the residential high-rises. In reviewing
the WIU website, all 10 of the residential halls listed are
high-rise occupancies with many of them housing 500 to
900 students. It is unknown how many are equipped with
sprinkler systems.
A fire occurred at 19 Hunting Lodge Dr. in a 2-story wood
frame apartment with 8 units. The fire started in Unit 5,
which is on the second floor. There were 23 people listed
as tenants, with 21 in the building at the time of the fire.
One student dislocated his shoulder when he fell trying to
escape. We believe it was an unprotected candle that
caught a mattress on fire. Smoke detectors operated and
woke the people in time. The University of Connecticut
found temporary housing for the students (This
information was provided by John Blaschik)
Cardboard was set on fire on the second floor of a
residence hall. Smoke detectors activated the building's
fire alarm system, and all of the students were evacuated
while fire fighters cleared smoke from the building.
A fire in a molecular biology laboratory caused significant
damage to the laboratory. The fire was believed to have
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12/11/01

University of
Kentucky

Lexington

KY

Residence
hall

12/12/01

Fitchburg
State College

Fitchburg

MA

Residence
hall

12/17/01

University of
South Dakota

Vermillion

SD

Off-campus

1/2/02

Southwest
State
University

Marshall

MN

Support

1/11/02

University of
California,
Santa Cruz

Santa Cruz

CA

Academic laboratory

Keyword
s

Synopsis
been caused by an electrical malfunction and occurred in
a laboratory where DNA synthesizing and sequencing was
carried out.
Three university football players turned themselves into
police and were charged with first-degree arson following
two early-morning fires in a residence hall.
A student was charged with setting five fires in residence
halls during the fall semester. He confessed to starting
the fires and was charged with five counts of attempting to
burn a building and destruction of property under $250.
Five occupants of a house were woken by a fire that
started in a second floor bedroom. One was transported
to an area hospital for smoke inhalation.
A fire in the university's food service building has forced
the delay of the start of the spring semester. The building
was the only one on campus capable of providing food to
the school's 5,000 students.
A fire in a laboratory caused millions of dollars of damage.
The fire occurred in a genetics laboratory that was not
equipped with sprinklers because the building was built in
1987 before sprinklers were required by code, according
to a university spokesperson. While the cause has not yet
been determined, arson apparently has been ruled out.
A January 10 fire has caused between $4 and $5 million in
damage to the building according to University officials.
The fire, according to official reports, started in a
laboratory on the second floor and was possibly caused
by a piece of equipment being left on and unattended.
The fire has displaced approximately 200 researchers.
The building, which cost $25 million to build, was opened
in 1989. It was not equipped with sprinklers.
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1/11/02

University of
Illinois

Champaign

IL

1/16/02

University of
Nebraska

Lincoln

NE

Greeksorority

1/25/02

Binghamton
University

Vestal

NY

Residence
hall

Keyword
s

Synopsis
A fire that was started by workers damaged four
apartments. Workers were working on pipes in the walls
when a fire broke out. They thought they had
extinguished the fire and went to lunch. During this time
the fire spread within the walls. The fire that caused
$20,000 in damage displaced three students.
An unattended candle ignited some papers and started a
fire that was confined to one room but filled the floor with
smoke at the Phi Mu sorority. The candle had been left
burning while the occupant was showering. Three
occupants were transported to an area hospital for smoke
inhalation. According to media reports, while smoke
detectors alerted some of the occupants to the fire, the
occupants did not activate the building fire alarm and
some were not aware of the fire for a period of time.
An unattended candle is believed to be the cause of a fire
on January 24 that damaged a residential room in the
Newing Community. No one was injured in the blaze that
broke out around 8:15 p.m. in Delaware Hall Room 343;
however two police officers were evaluated for smoke
inhalation.
A mattress caught fire, triggering a smoke detector in the
room and alerting the University's dispatch desk. The
building was evacuated immediately, and the Vestal Fire
Department was summoned. The fire was quickly
extinguished.
All damage was confined to Room 343. Only one
occupant of the room had returned to campus as of last
night. She was among 50 students who had returned to
Delaware Hall on the first day residential halls were open
for the semester. The University had contingency plans to
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1/28/02

University of
Minnesota

St. Paul

MN

Academic laboratory

1/29/02

Southern
Maine
Technical
College

South
Portland

ME

Academic laboratory

Keyword
s

Synopsis
relocate students to the Holiday Inn if necessary. (Issued
by the Office of University Communications and
Marketing)
A fire in a research lab was determined to be incendiary.
It started in an adjacent construction trailer and spread to
the school's Crop Research Building. The Earth
Liberation Front, a radical environmental group, has
claimed responsibility for the fire.
A fire in a technical laboratory in a historic building caused
approximately $1 million in damage. The fire gutted the
basement and first floor of the north wing of the building
and caused extensive damage to the second floor. Two
computer labs were destroyed and three more were
seriously damaged. Classes were canceled because
power had to be shut down to the entire campus. One
hundred replacement computers were ordered for
immediate delivery in an effort to minimize disruption for
the 130 students enrolled in the technical graphics, video
and multimedia programs.
Investigators determined that the fire was caused by
combustibles being placed too close to a steam heat
register. They had been stored there for about 10 years.

2/4/02

University of
the Pacific

Stockton

CA

Residence
hall

The building is a historic structure, built in 1903 as part of
a military fort. It was not equipped with a sprinkler system
and the only fire alarm system was manual pull stations.
A fire broke out early yesterday in a first-floor room at the
east end of Grace Covell, the largest residence hall on
campus. The facility was immediately evacuated and the
Stockton Fire Department arrived within minutes to
extinguish the fire.

Page 85
Information compiled by Campus Firewatch ©2012 www.campus-firewatch.com ecomeau@campus-firewatch.com

Campus Incidents January 2000 to March 4, 2011
Sorted by Date
Unless otherwise indicated, this information was compiled from media sources and was not verified.

Date

School

City

State

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y

Keyword
s

Synopsis
No one was injured.
At 12:28 a.m., the room alarm went off, sending an
automatic signal directly to the fire station. Seconds later,
hall alarms went off, also sending automatic signal directly
to fire stations.
Students evacuated the entire building in approximately
90 seconds after the alarms sounded. The first fire
department units arrived by 12:31 a.m.
The quick response is in part a result of repeated practice
runs to campus by the Stockton Fire Department.
The quick evacuation of students is due to repeated fire
drills.
At approximately 1:30 a.m., students were allowed back
into the building with the exception of the three floors in
the east end. The Greek houses as well as other
residence halls quickly welcomed the evacuated students
inside and places were found for students who could not
return to their rooms.
The second and third floors were not significantly
damaged and an assessment is being made now to
determine how soon students may return to those rooms.
The smoke smell on the first floor and throughout the east
end of the building is intense. There is considerable
smoke damage to the first-floor hallway. The room where
the fire broke out was heavily damaged.
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Synopsis
While no final determination has been made as to the
cause of the fire, it is thought to have started from a
burning candle.

2/11/02

Drake
University

Des Moines

IA

2/15/02

University of
North
CarolinaGreensboro

Greensboro

NC

Residence
hall

4

Offcampus

fatal

Approximately 100 students occupy rooms at the east end
of Grace Covell. The Student Life staff is arranging
temporary quarters, although it is hoped that most will be
able to return to their second and third floor rooms soon.
An artificial Christmas tree in a residence hall was set on
fire according to officials. A manual fire alarm pull station
was activated before the smoke detectors reacted to the
fire. According reports, someone activated a manual pull
station shortly before 10:00 a.m. A student directly across
the hall from the fire reportedly stated that she did not
want to get up for the alarm because she thought it was a
false alarm and did not evacuate until fire fighters began
opening individual rooms.
A fire in an off-campus apartment complex has
claimed the lives of four occupants. According to fire
officials, the fire was reported at 2:20 a.m. Upon
arrival, fire department units observed a large fire
extending from the rear through an open common
area. Occupants of the building were leaping from
balconies and climbing out of windows to escape the
fire. Fire officials report that it took 40 minutes to
bring the fire under control.
The remains of four bodies were found in the debris.
Two of the victims were students at the UNCGreensboro. A woman has been charged with four
counts of first-degree murder in the fire.
The building was a three-story, wood frame apartment
Page 87

Information compiled by Campus Firewatch ©2012 www.campus-firewatch.com ecomeau@campus-firewatch.com

Campus Incidents January 2000 to March 4, 2011
Sorted by Date
Unless otherwise indicated, this information was compiled from media sources and was not verified.

Date

School

City

2/16/02

Amherst
College

Amherst

2/23/02

Southern
Illinois
University

2/25/02

2/28/02

State

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y

Keyword
s

MA

Residence
hall

Carbondale

IL

Unknown

University of
Nebraska

Lincoln

NE

Residence
hall

sprinkler
save

College of St.
Elizabeth

Morris
Township

NJ

Residence
hall

sprinkler
save

Synopsis
complex with a large open-air breezeway in the
middle. The building was not equipped with a
sprinkler system and was equipped with singlestation smoke detectors that did not transmit to a
monitoring station.
A halogen lamp started a fire in a residence that had been
converted into student housing. According to fire officials,
the fire started in a second-floor room that was
unoccupied at the time of the fire. A halogen lamp fell
over and ignited combustibles in the area. The building’s
fire alarm system was activated, and an occupant from
another room discovered the fire. He attempted to
unsuccessfully extinguish the fire using a dry chemical fire
extinguisher. Smoke and heat damage were limited to the
room of origin. Halogen lamps are banned by Amherst
College. The building is unsprinklered, equipped with
single-station smoke detectors in the individual rooms and
a building fire alarm system.
An arson fire caused $340,000 in damage and resulted in
the destruction of the 7,500 square foot building. All 13
residents have been relocated and the building will
probably be torn down.
A fire in a trash chute was successfully controlled by the
activation of the sprinkler system. The fire broke out at
2:34 p.m. Smoke spread upward through the building and
residents were allowed back in after the fire department
had removed the smoke by 4:00 p.m. The cause of the
fire is unknown. The residence hall is 13 stories high and
houses over 1,000 students.
Hundreds of students were evacuated from a four-story
residence hall when a fire broke out on the second floor of
O'Connor Hall. The fire was controlled by the activation of
the sprinkler system.
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California
State
University
Harvard
University

Buena Park

CA

Cambridge

MA

Residence
hall

3/5 &
3/7/02

Maranatha
Baptist Bible
College

Watertown

WI

Residence
hall

3/8/02

Ohio State
University

Columbus

OH

Off-campus

3/8/02

Plattsburgh
State
University

Plattsburgh

NY

Off-campus

3/3/02

Keyword
s

Synopsis
An arsonist caused $250,000 in damage to the university's
affordable housing project that was under construction at
the time.
An early morning fire that was quickly extinguished has
resulted in arson charges against two students. There fire
caused little damage.
A house being used as a dormitory by the college had two
fires that were determined to be arson. The first fire
occurred on Tuesday, 3/5/02 and the second on
Thursday, 3/7/02. The first fire occurred when the house
was empty, and the second broke out when all five
residents occupied the house. The second fire was
started in a closet in the basement of the building where
three students were sleeping but were able to escape
when they were alerted by the smoke alarm. The woman
accused of starting the fires was a resident of the house.
Fire damage is estimated to be $75,000.
A fire shortly after midnight in a 12-story off-campus high
rise forced the evacuation of hundreds of students from
the building. The fire was first seen by a police officer
outside of the building, who observed smoke billowing
from a fifth floor apartment. The police officer, along with
two others in the area, entered the building and began
notifying the residents of the fire. They became trapped
on the 12th floor when smoke conditions were too heavy
for them to make it back down the stairs and they had to
be rescued by fire fighters. The cause of the fire is under
investigation.
An unattended candle started a fire in an off-campus
apartment building. The fire broke out at 5:30 a.m., and
the occupant of the room attempted to extinguish the fire,
suffering minor burns. He was unable to put out the fire
and was forced to evacuate out of the window. Fire
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3/10/02

Emory
University

DeKalb

GA

Unknown

3/14/02

Middlebury
College

Middlebury

VT

Residence
hall

sprinkler
save

3/14/02

Pennsylvania
State

State College

PA

Off-campus

sprinkler
save

3/20/02

West Virginia
University

Morgantown

WV

Off-campus

3/21/02

Baylor
University

Waco

TX

Residence
hall

Porch,
couch

Synopsis
damage was estimated to be $8,000.
A fire seriously damaged a 28-unit apartment building. A
student from Emory University was able to escape from
the fire with only his wallet and cell phone. The top floor
of the building was destroyed with units on the first and
second floor damaged by water and smoke. The cause of
the fire is unknown at this time.
A fire in a student suite was contained by the activation of
the sprinkler system. The fire was believed to have been
started by one of the occupants disposing of hot ashes
into a wastebasket. The campus fire safety officer
believes that the activation of the smoke detector may
have been delayed because of a tapestry hanging on the
ceiling.
A kitchen fire occurred in an off-campus student-housing
complex on March 14th at approx 1925 hrs in State
College, PA. On arrival of the FD one sprinkler head had
suppressed the fire. No injuries were reported and no
occupants were displaced.
The building is a 3-story wood frame structure with 12
apartments. The building is one of 18 buildings in the
complex. All buildings are protected by a residential
sprinkler system and automatic detection in the common
areas. (Account provided by Tim Knisely, Centre Region
Code Administration)
A fire destroyed a house occupied by eight students. It is
believed the fire started in a couch on the front porch at
approximately 4:00 a.m.
An arsonist has set three fires within three hours in a
residence hall. Paper towels were stuffed in smoke
detectors and ignited, which caused the building's alarm
system to activate. According to press reports, the
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3/22/02

Notre Dame
University

Notre Dame

3/28/02

University of
Missouri

Columbia

State

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y

IN

Unknown

MO

Off-campus

Keyword
s

sprinkler
save

Synopsis
buildings were not evacuated during any of the three
alarms.
A fire started by a hair dryer was extinguished by the
activation of the building's fire sprinkler system. Fire
damage was limited to the room of origin, and only the two
women in the room had to be relocated.
Columbia Fire Investigators have determined the cause of
the fire today at 1415 Wilson to be combustibles placed
too close to a space heater. The evidence shows a space
heater was placed too close to the foot of the bed. This is
the area most damaged by the fire. Occupants are unsure
as to whether they left the heater on when they left their
room today around 7:30 AM.
Columbia Fire Fighters were dispatched to the scene at
7:52AM. Upon arrival, fire fighters found heavy smoke
and flames coming from the bedroom window.
Investigators say the bedding, which is extremely
combustible, could have come in direct contact with the
heater, or radiant heat from the heater may have ignited
the bedding. At least three feet of space around portable
space heaters should be kept free of all combustibles.
Space heaters should always be checked to make sure
they are off before leaving your home.
Fire fighters found only two smoke alarms in the
residence. These smoke alarms were working. There
were no smoke alarms in the room of origin of the fire, or
in two other second floor bedrooms. One smoke alarm
was placed on the first floor at the base of the stairs. The
other was placed in a second floor bedroom. The
Columbia Fire Department recommends placing smoke
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3/29/02

Tufts
University

Medford

MA

Off-campus

4/1/02

Indiana
University

Bloomington

IN

Riot

4/1/02

University of
Maryland

College Park

MD

Riot

4/7/02

DePauw
University

Greencastle

IN

Residence
hall

4/7/02

University of
North Dakota

Grand Forks

ND

Off-campus

Keyword
s

Synopsis
alarms in the following manner: in the immediate vicinity of
bedrooms, in all bedrooms, and in each story, including
basements. Batteries in battery operated smoke alarms
should be tested monthly and changed twice a year. (This
information was provided by Lt. Amy Barrett, Columbia
Fire Department)
An afternoon fire destroyed two houses. A faculty
member from nearby Tufts University occupied one of
them. Other adjacent houses, occupied by 13 students
from Tufts, were also damaged in the fire. The estimated
damage is $1,000,000.
In Bloomington, Indiana, police were forced to use tear
gas to disperse a crowd that had gathered after Indiana
University lost to Maryland in the NCAA basketball
championship. Police were attempting to clear a path for
the fire department to extinguish a fire that had been lit by
the fans. Other fires were also reported in the area
following the loss.
Following University of Maryland's victory over Indiana in
the NCAA basketball championship, students rioted and lit
bonfires, and attempted to loot stores. Police responded
in force to control the crowds and avoid a repeat of Last
year when rioters caused $500,000 of damage when a
bonfire burned through an overhead fiber optic line.
An early morning fire has caused over $1 million in
damage. The fire, which started from an electrical
appliance in a fourth floor room, forced the evacuation of
116 students from the building as well as over 200
students from adjacent buildings. The building was not
equipped with an automatic fire sprinkler system
A fire caused substantial damage to a house occupied by
eight students from the university. The fire occurred
following a party, and according to reports there were
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Clemson
University
Indiana
University

Clemson

SC

Bloomington

IN

4/11/02

Jones Junior
College

Ellisville

MI

Supportathletics

4/15/02

Penn State

State College

PA

Off-campus

4/11/02

Keyword
s

Supportathletics
Academic

sprinkler
save

Synopsis
several kegs floating in the water in the basement. The
fire department estimated damage to be over $100,000.
The roof on an addition being built at Clemson University's
Littlejohn Coliseum was set ablaze by a glue gun.
An electrical fire disrupted classes at Indiana University.
The fire was believed to be caused by a light fixture in one
of the cold rooms on the third floor. It was initially believed
that radioactive material may have been involved in the
incident, but university staff determined that none was
present.
A fire that appears to have started in the laundry room
heavily damaged a football field house and athletic
training building. A grounds crew employee detected the
fire at 6:20 a.m.
A dry-pipe sprinkler system prevented what could have
been a conflagration in downtown State College, PA on
Monday. The fire began in a basement dry-goods storage
room of the All-American Rathskeller, located at the
intersection of College Avenue and Pugh Street. The
wood frame structure also contains two restaurants, two
retail stores and two floors of off-campus student
apartments. The initial report to the fire department was
an automatic alarm. This was followed by additional calls
from the occupancies reporting smoke and fire in the
building. On arrival the FD found that the fire had been
contained by the activation of four sprinkler heads. The
FD suppressed the remaining fire and marked control. An
investigation in to the cause continues.
All occupants were able to return to their apartments and
all businesses opened the same afternoon. The sprinkler
system is one of the oldest in State College, installed in
1926.
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4/15/02

University of
Nebraska
College of
Law
University of
Massachusett
s

4/17/02

Lincoln

NE

Occupanc
y
Academic

Amherst

MA

Off-campus

City

State

Fatalitie
s

Keyword
s

Synopsis
It is believed that roofing operations may have started a
fire that caused $30,000 in damage to the Welpton
Courtroom at the University of Nebraska College of Law.
The fire broke out Sunday morning at 2:00 a.m.
On Wednesday, April 17, shortly before noon, a fire broke out
in an occupied, two-family house in Pelham, Massachusetts.
Fire department units from Pelham, Amherst, Leverett,
Shutesbury and Belchertown responded to the scene.
Amherst Fire Department Engine 2 was the first unit on the
scene and extinguished the fire.
According to officials, the fire started in a bedroom on the first
floor, which was unoccupied at the time of the fire. Two
University of Massachusetts/Amherst students were in the
apartment on the second floor. Both second-floor residents
were able to escape the fire without injury.
Fire damage was confined to the first-floor bedroom, but there
was smoke and water damage throughout the downstairs
apartment. The cause of the fire is believed to be careless
disposal of cigarettes.
This fire occurred on the heels of the national campus fire
safety program Living With Fire that was held during the week
of April 8 at Amherst College, Mt. Holyoke College, Smith
College and UMass.
This program, which included a live burn of a mockup of a
student dorm room, is designed to demonstrate the dangers of
fire to students living both on- and off-campus. According to
the U.S. Department of Education, approximately two-thirds of
the students in the United States live in off-campus residences
such as houses, apartments, fraternities and sororities.
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There have been other significant student housing fires
recently in the Amherst area. In October 2001, a fire that was
started by a candle destroyed the Delta Upsilon fraternity at
UMass. It was found that the smoke detectors in the building,
as well as two other fraternities, had been covered with plastic
bags to avoid having the fire alarm system activated by
cigarette smoke.

4/19/02

University of
Texas Medical
Branch

5/2/02

Galveston

TX

Medical

Mount WachusettGardner
Community
College

MA

Academic

5/3/02

Kansas State
University

Manhattan

KS

Residence
hall

5/4/02

University of

Fairbanks

AK

Residence

sprinkler

The fire in Pelham serves as a reminder of the dangers of fire
to students. According to the National Fire Protection
Association, the careless disposal of cigarettes is the leading
cause of fatal home fires in the United States, killing an
average of almost 800 people each year. (This account was
taken from a Campus Firewatch press release.)
A fire in the incinerator smokestack forced the evacuation of
127 inmates from a high-security prison hospital. The hospital
is run under contract for the Texas Department of Criminal
Justice.
A fire at Mount Wachusett Community College caused
approximately $500,000 in damage. The fire occurred shortly
after 9:00 a.m. in a faculty member’s office on the second
floor. The fire was contained by the fire department to the
north section of the second floor. It required three-alarms
before the fire was extinguished. The building was equipped
with a fire alarm system but did not have a fire sprinkler
system installed. The cause of the fire was determined to be
a portable space heater.
An unattended candle caused minor damage to a room.
According to media reports, the fire ignited a sheet that was
hanging in a window. Students are not allowed to burn
candles in residence halls.
At 11:19 p.m. on May 4, 2002 the University Dispatch
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hall
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Center received an alarm indicating that a smoke detector
had activated in the first floor kitchen of one of the 4-story
residence halls. This was followed 12 seconds later by an
alarm from a smoke detector on the first floor, 1 second
later by a smoke detector on the west side landing and
finally 4 seconds later by a smoke detector in one of the
student rooms. 40 seconds into the incident the Dispatch
center received a sprinkler flow alarm.
As the University Fire Department arrived on the scene
one minute later, they found the building being evacuated
and light smoke in the lower level. Two sprinkler heads
had activated in the kitchen and extinguished the grease
fire. The cause of the fire was unattended cooking.
There was minor damage from the smoke and water.
This is the second room fire since the sprinklers were
installed in the residence halls and in both cases, a fire
that could have done substantial damage was confined to
the room of origin and limited to minor damage.
The University of Alaska Fairbanks had just completed
installing sprinkles and state of the art addressable fire
alarm systems in all of their residence halls last year.
The University is also installing sprinkler and fire alarm
systems in all of the major campus buildings, and we are
about 90% complete with that project.

5/6/02

Columbia
University

New York

NY

Residence
hall

sprinkler
save

(Submitted Edith Curry, fire marshal for the University of
Alaska/Fairbanks)
A fire started by a candle in an occupied room was
controlled by the activation of the building's automatic fire
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5/6/02

Kansas State
University

Manhattan

KS

Residence
hall

5/10/02

Pace
University

New York

NY

Residence
hall

5/10/02

Princeton
University

Princeton

NJ

Exterior

6/4/02

Morehead
State
University

Morehead

KY

Residence
hall

Keyword
s

sprinkler
save

Synopsis
sprinkler system. The fire, which broke out at about 4:00
p.m., was caused when the candle ignited window
curtains. The building's fire alarm system was activated,
initiating the evacuation of the building's occupants.
Students were allowed back into the building at about
10:00 p.m. The fire occurred as students were getting
ready for finals. The occupant's computer was damaged
and the University's computer services was attempting to
recover the data from the hard drive.
An unattended candle caused a fire at Kansas State
University's Moore Hall. It is believed that the candle
ignited a sheet, which was covering a window. Residents
reported smelling smoke at about 5:30 p.m., but the fire
department was not on the scene until 6:30 p.m. when
they extinguished the small fire. Candles are not
permitted in the residence halls.
A fire at 4:30 a.m. forced the evacuation of a residence
hall. The fire forced the evacuation of 20 people, and
seven occupants were treated for smoke inhalation. The
fire required 135 fire fighters to bring it under control.
A series of dumpster fires over several months around the
residence halls at Princeton University are being treated
as arson fires. The fires initially started as several bulletin
boards being burned within the residence halls, but now
has moved to the dumpsters. (Editor's Note: Arson is the
leading cause of fires at residence halls and Greek
housing, according to statistics from the NFPA.
Approximately 1/3 of the fires reported are arson.)
A sprinkler system controlled a fire that broke out in a
vacant 15-story residence hall. A worker soldering pipes
started the fire. The sprinkler system had been installed
two years ago as part of a statewide initiative to improve
fire safety following a 1998 fatal fire at Murray State
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7/5/02

Western
Washington
University

Bellingham

7/17/02

University of
Rhode Island

Narragansett

State

Fatalitie
s

WA

RI

Occupanc
y

Keyword
s

Academic

1

Offcampus

Fatal,
couch

Synopsis
University.
A fire in a computer facility destroyed five computer
servers, causing well in excess of three-quarters of a
million dollars in damage. It is believed that the fire
started at approximately 8:00 p.m. on Friday evening, but
was not detected for several hours until a student security
guard noticed smoke coming from a vent in the building.
Firefighters contained the fire to a single room, but
reported that the damage was extensive to the computers.
The entire building suffered smoke damage, and several
rooms were damaged by water. Classes were canceled
and staff had to be relocated. The suspected cause of the
fire is electrical. The computers hosted university web
sites and contained research material for faculty
members. It was unclear as to how many of the files were
backed up and could be recovered. The files are backed
up every two weeks.
A URI junior was killed in a fire that destroyed a house
that she was renting for the summer.
According to Captain Smith with the Narragansett Fire
Department, the building where the fire occurred was
a two-story duplex with one apartment over the other.
The first floor was concrete and the second floor was
wood frame. The apartment was equipped with a
single-station, battery powered smoke detector, but it
is not clear as to whether the smoke detector
operated or not during the fire.
One of the occupants of the house was awakened by
the smell of smoke. When she opened her bedroom
door she saw smoke in the living room with orange
flames rolling over her head. She went to her
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bedroom window and climbed out and then went to
the building next door to report the fire.
At 4:31 a.m. the fire department received several calls
reporting a working fire. Upon arrival of the first
engine it was reported that there were flames coming
out of all of the windows on the first floor. An attack
was initiated, and it was known that there was one
victim located in one of the bedrooms. Once the fire
was knocked down, crews began search and rescue
operations and located the victim at approximately
5:15 a.m.
According to officials, the cause of the fire was
smoking materials improperly disposed of in a couch
in the living room. The cause of death was smoke
inhalation.

7/21/02

SC State and
Claflin
University

Orangeburg

SC

Off-campus

7/22/02

Arkansas
State
University

Jonesboro

AR

Greek fraternity

8/1/02

University of

Knoxville

TN

Academic

Both of the occupants were smokers, as well as the
two visitors that had been over earlier in the evening.
An apartment building that had just been opened to help
relieve off-campus housing was destroyed in a fire that
occurred within an hour of the ribbon cutting ceremony.
The building was one of three that contained 96 units with
three bedrooms in each.
A vacant fraternity house was destroyed in a fire that
officials believe was deliberately set. The fire was spotted
by a university police officer at 1:00 a.m. When the fire
department arrived on the scene there was heavy smoke
coming from the building. It is believed that someone
entered the building, poured flammable liquid in multiple
locations before igniting the fire.
The third oldest building, built in 1881, was damaged in
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Tennessee

8/10/02

Penn State
University

State College

PA

Synopsis
what is believed to be an electrical fire. The fire broke out
in the Textiles and Nonwovens Development Center early
in the morning.
At approximately 4:30 p.m. a fire was reported at the
Copper Beech Town Homes, an off-campus complex
occupied primarily by students from Penn State University.
On arrival of the fire department, two units in a row of 6
were heavily involved with heavy fire. The second-alarm
fire destroyed the two units and damaged approximately
15 others from the radiant heat. Since this fire occurred at
the end of the summer semester, some units were
occupied by new residents; others were in the process of
moving out.

Off-campus

The building was equipped with hard-wired smoke
detectors in each bedroom and every floor level. It is
unknown if the smoke detectors operated as the unit was
vacant at the time.
The cause of the fire is under investigation, but the fire
started on the exterior at grade level. No injuries were
reported to residents or firefighters.
The structures are 2-story wood frame buildings with
finished basements.

8/13/02

Michigan
Tech
University
www.mtu.ed
u

Houghton

MI

1

Greek fraternity

fatal

Submitted by Tim Knisely, Centre Region Code
Administration
A fire in a three-story, wood frame fraternity has
claimed the life of one student. The fire started in a
stove in the kitchen on the first floor that had been left
on in the Phi Kappa Theta fraternity. The grease in
the hood was ignited and the fire spread upwards into
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the structure. In an interview with Chief Lightfoot
from the Houghton Fire Department, he said the he
did not believe that the hood was equipped with a
suppression system.
The building was equipped with a local fire alarm
system that alerted the five occupants in the building.
It was not equipped with a fire sprinkler system.
The fire department was notified by a delivery person
at the grocery store across the street at 6:09 a.m.
Upon arrival at 6:14 a.m. the building was heavily
involved in fire and the fire fighters were unable to
make an interior attack. Floors were beginning to
collapse at this point in time. The crews were advised
that there may be victims inside, and later during the
fire attack this was confirmed.

8/16/02

Clemson
University

Clemson

SC

Supportathletics

8/22/02

University of
Alabama

Tuscaloosa

AL

Greeksorority

Four people were able to escape the building. The
victim was found five feet from a window in his room,
and the chief indicated that he had been attempting to
escape.
A fire at the Clemson basketball arena, which is
undergoing renovations, broke out at 3:15 p.m. Damage
was confined to a portico being added to the coliseum.
This is the second fire to have occurred during the
renovation. A glue gun being used on a section where the
roof was being repaired caused an earlier fire in April.
The fire department responded to a fire in the Delta Sigma
Theta sorority at 4:50 a.m. The first floor of the sorority
was damaged, and all eight occupants were able to
escape from the building. Two students were arrested in
connection with an earlier shooting incident at a joint
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8/23/02

Casper
College

Casper

WY

Off-campus

couch

9/10/02

University of
Minnesota

Minneapolis

MN

Academic laboratory

sprinkler
save

9/10/02

University of
North
Carolina

Chapel Hill

NC

Greeksorority

sprinkler
save

Synopsis
picnic between the sorority and a fraternity. It is unknown
at this time if the shooting and the fire are connected.
A student is in critical condition following a fire in his offcampus apartment. The fire destroyed the apartment and
three others received smoke damage. The fire started at
6:00 p.m. in a couch.
A laboratory explosion involving a small beaker full of
tetrahydrofuran caused a minor flash explosion that
severely injured one student and caused minor injuries to
another. The explosion was contained within the
laboratory’s fume hood and was controlled by the
activation of an automatic fire sprinkler head.
The Chapel Hill Fire Department responded to a reported
structure fire at Kappa Kappa Gamma Sorority.
Information that was reported while units were responding
to the fire indicated that a window unit air conditioner in
the third floor computer/study room ha malfunctioned and
caught on fire. When fire crews entered the room, they
encountered heavy smoke conditions but no fire. The
automatic fire sprinkler system had activated and
extinguished the fire.
Five Chapel Hill fire units and 18 personnel responded to
the incident. Once the fire was determined to be
completely extinguished, crews worked to remove smoke
from the structure and to protect computers and
furnishings from water damage. The damage estimate for
the building and contents is approximately $3,000. There
were no reported injuries to either civilians or fire
personnel.
This incident is a good example of the value of fire
sprinkler systems in fraternity and sorority houses. A
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9/13/02

University of
Massachusett
s

Amherst

MA

Off-campus

9/14/02

Columbia
University

New York

NY

Residence
hall

9/14/02

Columbia
University

New York

NY

Residence
hall

9/14/02

Johns
Hopkins
University

Baltimore

MD

Residence
hall

9/15/02

Northern
Illinois
University
Penn State
University

DeKalb

IL

Residence
hall

State College

PA

Off-campus

9/15/02

Keyword
s

Synopsis
single sprinkler head activated in the room and completely
extinguished the fire. Although the room where the fire
occurred was occupied at the time the fire started, no one
was hurt and all occupants safely escaped. (From a
Chapel Hill Fire Department press release.)
Three students were forced to evacuate their apartment
after an unattended pan of cooking oil on a stove caught
fire. Attempts were made to extinguish the fire using a
pressurized water fire extinguisher, which only spread the
fire. Fire damage was limited to the stove and cabinet
area, but there was extensive smoke damage throughout
the apartment.
A kitchen fire in a suite at 12:43 in a residence hall
damaged a pantry and dining area. When the fire
department arrived on the scene security officers were
using fire extinguishers to keep the fire at bay.
A fire in a suite's dining area forced the evacuation of the
building. When the fire department arrived on the scene,
security officers were using fire extinguishers to keep the
fire at bay.
A senior was arrested for lighting a mattress on fire in the
basement of Hopkins House. The fire involved only the
mattress, which the accused allegedly brought into the
area, and caused damage to the basement's floor tiles
and walls. Damage was estimated at $6,000.
th
A fire in a wall heater in a stairwell on the 13 floor forced
the evacuation of a high-rise dormitory. The building

sprinkler
save

On Sunday September 15, 2002 at 1725 hrs a fire
occurred in a student apartment on the Penn State
University Park Campus. The fire was extinguished by the
operation of a single sprinkler head in the room of fire
origin. The fire was accidental in origin and was caused
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when the occupant placed a hair dryer on clothing
contained in a wardrobe unit. (Submitted by Steve
Treibold, Penn State University)
At approx 11:30 PM Patton Township police responded to
a panic alarm inside an apartment at the University
Commons Apartments. Police found sprinklers activated
due to a stovetop fire. The fire department duty officer
was notified to investigate the extinguished fire that
activated 3 heads.
Investigation found that tenants had attempted to
extinguish a grease fire with water. The application of
water caused a large flash fire that activated the sprinkler
system. Further investigation by the code administration
found that both the panic and sprinkler alarms were
functional. The alarm company is investigating why the
central station did not receive the sprinkler alarm.
No one was injured and the building damage was minor.

9/23/02

University of
Pittsburgh

Pittsburgh

PA

Off-campus

The complex contains 18, three-story wood frame
buildings with 12 apartments in each. The buildings are
protected with a residential sprinkler system, fire alarm
system and smoke detectors in each bedroom and
common areas. (Submitted by Tim Knisely, Centre
Region Code Authority)
Former University of Pittsburgh student Matthew
Kaguyutan was sentenced to life without parole for setting
a fire that claimed the life of a university senior.
Kaguyutan was accused of stalking his former and
girlfriend and then setting a fire on September 20, 2000
that killed another occupant of the building where she
lived.
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9/24/02

10/1/02
10/4/02

10/6/02
10/8/02

10/10/02

School
Penn State
University

City

State

State College

PA

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y
Off-campus

University of
Minnesota
University of
Massachusett
s

Minneapolis

MN

Amherst

MA

Academic laboratory
Off-campus

University of
Hawaii-Hilo
Norfolk State
University

Hilo

HI

Support

Norfolk

VA

Various

Valdosta
State

Valdosta

GA

Residence
hall

Keyword
s

Synopsis
A grease fire in a 5th floor apartment extended to the
cabinets above, and extended to a neighboring apartment
via the hood duct at the Parkway Plaza Apartments. One
of three 7-story buildings in the complex. The initial call to
911 was for a grease fire - reported out. A second call
was received from the neighboring apartment reporting a
fire in the kitchen cabinets. The fire was contained to the
two initial apartments. There were no injuries.
The building is protected by an automatic and manual fire
alarm system, smoke detectors in each apartment, and a
dry standpipe system. There are no sprinklers.
(Submitted by Tim Knisely, Centre Region Code Authority)
A laboratory explosion and fire severely injured one
student when a beaker of ether exploded.
A fire during an early-morning party in an off-campus
house damaged the contents of a closet. When the fire
occurred, the students ran across the street to a fire
station, broke into the station and went upstairs, pounding
on the doors to the crew's quarters. Other students pulled
fire extinguishers off of the apparatus and ran back to the
house to extinguish the fire. The cause of the fire is under
investigation.
A fire in a room containing computers caused $90,000 in
damage at the University's bookstore.
Four fires set in less than four hours in separate buildings
are believed to be arson. The first fire was set in a
classroom in a gymnasium building, the second in a
washroom in an adjacent building, the third in a trashcan
in a nearby building, and the fourth was in the stairway of
a residence hall. There were no injuries in the fires.
Officials are searching for an arsonist that has set four
fires in the same residence halls. The first fire was set on
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Date
10/12/02

School
Southern
Illinois
UniversityEdwardsville

City
Edwardsville

State
IL

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y
Residence
hall

Keyword
s

Synopsis
August 28th, and the latest was set on October 4th.
(NOTE: The following information was obtained in
interviews by Campus Firewatch)
A fire in an on-campus apartment building trapped four
students and injured one critically. All four had to be
rescued over a ladder from a second floor balcony.
The fire started on the first floor of an unsprinklered, wood
frame apartment complex. The buildings were equipped
with smoke detectors in the individual apartments that
were monitored by the SIUE police department.
According to a University official, an alarm was received at
4:41 a.m. from a smoke detector in the apartment next to
the apartment of origin, and a police officer was
dispatched to investigate. Upon arrival at 4:44 a.m. the
officer reported that there was a fire. The Edwardsville
Fire Department was notified at 4:45 a.m. and they were
on the scene at 4:54 am, thirteen minutes after the initial
alarm had been received by the SIUE police department.
The fire damaged the entire building, and 29 students
were displaced. The student that had been critically
injured is expected to recover.
The cause of the fire is under investigation.
The occupants of the apartment of origin have been
charged with a misdemeanor for covering the smoke
detectors in their apartment with clothing.
According to the University website, the buildings had
been renovated in 2000 and the fire alarm systems in half
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10/16/02

School

University of
MissouriColumbia

City

Columbia

State

MO

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y

Greek fraternity

Keyword
s

Synopsis
of the complex had been upgraded. The fire alarm
systems in the building where the fire occurred were in the
process of being upgraded at the time of the fire.
Columbia fire fighters were dispatched to 507 Rollins, the
Phi Kappa Theta Fraternity Annex today at 3:20 p.m.
Upon their arrival, fire fighters found that the fire had been
extinguished. The fire was in the kitchen on the first floor.
None of the students reported injuries from the smoke or
fire.
Two students who live on the first floor of the house said
that they heard the smoke detectors sounding and went to
investigate. They found smoke and fire on the first floor.
The smoke alarms were tied together so the smoke
alarms on each floor of the house sounded. All the
students evacuated promptly.
One of the students on the first floor used a portable fire
extinguisher to put out the fire, while the other located a
second extinguisher to use as a backup. The second
extinguisher was not needed.
Columbia fire investigators determined that the cause of
the fire was improper disposal of smoking materials in a
kitchen trashcan. Damage estimates are approximately
$700.
The Columbia Fire Department recommends placing a
receptacle designed for ashes and smoking materials in
smoking areas. Campus fire safety is a serious concern.
According to the National Fire Protection Association, over
1,700 fires a year occur in dormitories and Greek housing,
causing $2.8 million in damage per year. Tragic fires at
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Seton Hall, Chapel Hill, Bloomsburg and Millikin and other
universities have brought a new level of awareness to the
importance of fire safety in student housing. Improper
disposal of smoking materials is the third leading cause of
fires in student housing.

10/24/02

University of
WisconsinParkside

Somers

WI

Off-campus

10/27/02

Boston
College

Chestnut Hill

MA

Residence
hall

10/28/02

University of
Maryland

College Park

MD

Academic

sprinkler
save

This information was provided by Lt. Amy Barrett,
Columbia Fire Department
A fire in an apartment complex destroyed 16 of the 36
units. The fire broke out at 11:30 p.m. and was being
attributed to an electrical short circuit in a wall. Many of
the residents are university students.
A fire broke out at approximately 4:00 a.m. in a nine-story
high-rise dormitory. The building was fully sprinklered and
equipped with an addressable fire alarm system. The
building had three separate wings, with two-bedroom
suites. Per Boston Fire Department requirements, a
staged evacuation in the building is done in the event of a
fire alarm activation. The fire floor and the floors above
and below are evacuated.
The fire occurred in a bedroom on the eighth floor. The
fire damage was limited to the room of origin. One
student was sent to the hospital and soon released.
Rooms on lower floors were damaged by water from the
sprinkler system. The cause of the fire is undetermined at
this time, but probably electrical.
An electrical fire critically injured an employee in the John
S. Toll physics building. The employee was installing an
electrical line in a utility room with four other workers. The
four workers were able to escape, but the fire trapped the
injured male. Several university police officers attempted
to rescue the victim but were unable to do so because of
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the heat.

10/29/02

10/31/02

Seton Hall
University

Louisiana
Tech
University

South Orange

Ruston

NJ

LA

Off-campus

Residence
hall

Electricity to the building was shut down for an extensive
period of time because of the fire. Several laboratory
experiments had to be checked by a team of fire officials,
hazardous materials experts and university staff to ensure
that they were not overheating. According to media
reports, researchers reported that the results of some
experiments were compromised by the loss of electricity.
An off-campus house fire has left eight students
homeless. The fire occurred across the street from
Boland Hall where three students were killed in a January
2000 fire. According to a university spokesperson, the
house was not a recognized fraternity and was owned by
one of the occupants.
The university reports that they provide fire safety training
and education to students living in the residence halls, but
that the Village of South Orange fire department provides
fire safety information and training to the students that live
off-campus.
A fire that started in a second-floor room hospitalized four
students for smoke inhalation. Two of the students were
in intensive care.
The building, which was built in the 1930’s or 1940’s,
according to university officials, was not equipped with an
automatic fire sprinkler system. The building’s fire alarm
system was only a local alarm and did not transmit a
signal to a monitored location.
The fire awakened the occupant of the room at 1:30 in the
morning. He activated the building’s fire alarm system.
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The university police were called, who then notified the fire
department.

11/5/02

Princeton
University

Princeton

NJ

Academic laboratory

11/10/02

University of
Mississippi

Oxford

MS

Off-campus

11/16/02

University of
Toledo

Toledo

OH

Off-campus

The building was occupied by 90 male students.
A fire in the roof of a laboratory building damaged the
building. The cause of the fire was determined to be an
overheated exhaust pipe for an electrical generator that
ignited some of the woodwork on the roof. Damage was
minimal.
A storm-related fire has displaced five students from their
home. The fire caused three propane tanks to ignite,
which then spread into the rest of the house, according to
news reports. Because of the storm, the telephone lines
were down and the student were unable to call 911 to
report the fire and had to resort to using their cell phones.
An early-morning fire in an off-campus apartment complex
destroyed one of three buildings. The building where the
fire occurred was privately owned. The university owns
one of the other identical buildings in the complex and the
apartments are leased to the students. Building A, which
was the location of the fire, had 77 apartment units.
The buildings were not equipped with automatic fire
sprinkler systems. According to a fire official, the units
were equipped with battery-powered smoke detectors,
some of which were not operational.
The fire was called in to 911 at 6:03 a.m. Fire officials
reported that the fire started on the balcony area outside
of a second-story apartment. The fire destroyed other
adjacent apartments. The cause of the fire could not be
determined because of the extensive damage. There was
some none-compliant wiring in the area as well as several
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charcoal grills.

11/20/02

West Virginia
University

Morgantown

WV

Riot

11/21/02

Harding
University

Searcy

AR

Support

11/22/02

Ohio
University

Athens

OH

Greek fraternity

University officials report that the fire will permanently
displace 39 students. Another 74 students will be
displaced for up to six weeks because of the water and
smoke damage to their apartments.
Following WVU’s victory in football over Virginia Tech,
thousands of students celebrated by setting scores of
fires. Dispatchers reported that there were multiple fires
occurring in the city and that they were struggling to keep
up with the pace of calls. Piles of couches, chairs and
other items were set on fire and in some cases set utility
poles and power lines on fire. The utility company shut
down electricity to one part of the city. In one case, fire
fighters had to use water from fire hoses to disperse the
crowd so that they could prevent a house from catching on
fire.
A fire in the school’s American Heritage Center destroyed
several rooms. The building contained meeting rooms, a
cafeteria, offices and a hotel. At approximately 11:00 p.m.
a student called the university security office to report that
there was smoke coming from the building’s second floor.
The fire department was then notified.
Upon arrival fire crews found a 20-foot by 60-foot area
involved in fire. Fire damage was limited to the northwest
corner of the building.
A fire at approximately 7:00 a.m. destroyed the Beta Theta
Pi fraternity house. One student was hurt jumping from a
second-floor window.
The building, which was not equipped with an automatic
fire sprinkler system, was equipped with a fire alarm
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system that had interconnected smoke detectors in the
hallways and single station smoke detectors in the
individual rooms. According to a member of the
fraternity’s corporation board, the smoke detectors were
known to be inoperable at times in the past because of the
false alarms. Three days prior to the fire a maintenance
company had to replace three detectors.
The fire originated in the front formal living room. The
cause of the fire appears to be a high-intensity lamp that
ignited curtains on fire. The fire then extended to the
second floor on the outside of the building and ignited the
contents of a bedroom directly above the living room.
Two occupants on the second floor jumped from windows
to escape the fire, and the female dislocated her elbow.
According to fraternity officials, the male heard the alarm
but believed it to be another false alarm. However, when
he heard the other occupants in the building pounding on
the doors and shouting, they then attempted to escape
from the fire.

11/25/02

Ohio State
University

Columbus

OH

Riot

Damage is estimated to be approximately $350,000.
Over 100 street fires were set following the Ohio StateMichigan football game. Fans overturned cars and set
them on fire, and police in riot gear used tear gas and
wooden pellets to dispel the crowd and escort fire fighters
to extinguish the fires. Police arrested 49 students, ten of
which were identified as Ohio State students. If found
guilty, they will be suspended and possibly expelled from
school.
Over 20 cars were damaged by either overturning or fire,
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and a section of the street buckled from the fire. Some of
the cars were owned by students who carry only the
minimum insurance, which does not cover damage from
fire.
Police and university officials have posted photographs
and video clips on the Internet asking people to identify
those involved. These photographs and video clips
graphically display the damage and the students involved.
(http://userv1.police.ohio-state.edu/riot_prevention/)

12/3/02

Indiana
University

Bloomington

IN

Buffalo

NY

1

Offcampus

www.iub.edu

12/7/02

Buffalo State
College

Residence
hall

fatal

In a press release, the University announced that Ohio
State University President Karen A. Holbrook and
Columbus Mayor Michael Coleman will join other city,
university and community leaders to announce the
creation of a special task force to study the root causes of,
and seek solutions to, the socially destructive, alcoholfueled behavior that has occurred recently in off-campus
neighborhoods as well as in many other cities.
A graduate student died in an off-campus fire that was
believed to be caused by careless disposal of
smoking materials. The fire department was called to
the apartment complex after a resident reported
smelling something burning. Upon arrival, the fire
department found a fire inside of the student's
apartment and extinguished it. The 42-year-old male
was found crouched inside of a closet. It is believed
that he became disoriented because of the smoke.
At 7:15 a.m., a fire was reported in a ten-story dormitory.
The fire occurred in a suite on the eighth floor and was
determined to be arson.
The building is not equipped with an automatic fire
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sprinkler system. According to a spokesperson from the
college, the building was built in 1968 before it was
required to have a fire sprinkler system installed. The
building was equipped with a fire alarm system that
transmitted an alarm to the city fire department.
The fire occurred after the semester had ended, so there
were only 101 students in the building out of the 190 that
normally live there. Major fire damage was limited to the
suite of origin. There was smoke damage on the fire floor
and the two floors above, and there was water damage on
the fire floor and the two floors below.

12/19/02

University of
Washington

Seattle

WA

Academic

The fire building, Tower 3, is one of four similar high-rise
dormitories with over 200,000 square feet of occupancy at
the college.
An early morning fire in the University’s Education
Outreach building destroyed the structure, causing
$1,000,000 in damage. The two-story, tilt-slab building,
which measured 300 feet by 150 feet, was not equipped
with an automatic fire sprinkler system. It was not
equipped with a fire alarm system, either, but did have
smoke alarms installed, according to a university
spokesman.
According to the spokesman, an employee arriving for
work reported smelling something burning. A second
employee arrived shortly afterwards and reported smelling
something. At 6:10 a.m., someone called 911 reporting
the fire.
According to fire officials, when the first fire crews arrived
on the scene the fire was coming through the roof of the
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building. An interior attack was attempted, but it was
determined to be too hazardous and all personnel were
removed from the building. A defensive fire fighting
operation was started, and the fire was determined to be
under control and extinguished at 12:13 p.m.

12/20/02

University of
Columbia

Columbia

MO

Off-campus

The fire has dislocated approximately 100 employees.
The Education Outreach division is responsible for the
University’s continuing education operations, including the
upcoming winter session. Students taking distancelearning courses with finals occurring after December 21
will have to reschedule their exams.
Columbia fire fighters were dispatched to 301 Campus
View Drive, College Park Apartments, at 12:22 P.M. Fire
fighters responding to the scene received information that
flames were showing from the apartment and one
occupant of the apartment had been burned.
Upon arrival, fire fighters first provided emergency medical
attention to one burn victim, a 19 yrs old University of
Missouri-Columbia student. Fire fighters then confirmed
that the fire was out.
The burn victim, Jessica, was transported to University
Hospital. Doctors at the University Hospital Burn Unit said
she had burns over 5% of her body. Several of the burns
will probably require skin grafts.
Jessica had placed her partially used scented candles in a
pot on the stove. The candles melted down and were
simmering. According to the occupants, the purpose was
for the candles to give off scent.
Both occupants left the kitchen area for an undetermined
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amount of time. The smoke alarm in the kitchen began to
sound, and when the occupants re-entered the area, they
found the pot with candles in it was on fire. The
occupants got a fire extinguisher from the apartment’s
laundry room and attempted to extinguish the fire. They
could not extinguish the fire, so Jessica then grabbed the
pot and tried to carry it out of the apartment. The burning
wax spilled on her right hand, right leg, and right foot.
College Park Apartment has a clause in the rental
agreement that says tenants shall not burn candles.
Property management does not have a damage estimate
at this time, but the stove will be replaced and possible
some of the carpet. The Columbia Fire Department has
offered to provide fire prevention and safety training for
tenants of the apartment complex.

1/3/03

Pennsylvania
State
University

State College

PA

Off-campus

Jessica was released from University Hospital to go home
for Christmas on the condition that she receives continued
treatment for her burns in her hometown. (Lt. Amy
Barrett, Columbia Fire Department provided this
information.)
A fire displaced eleven Penn State students from their offcampus rooming house. Activated smoke detectors
awakened two occupants who were able to escape the
building. The other occupants were away for the holiday
break. Fire loss was estimated at $40,000 damage and
the cause is under investigation. One firefighter received
minor injuries.
The building was an “L” shaped wood frame home with a
slate roof converted to student housing. There are three
occupied levels above grade and a basement that was not
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used. The third level contained significantly less usable
floor space because of the slope of the roof. The
perimeter of the third floor is a triangular craw space.
There are smoke detectors on each level and inside every
sleeping room. The building was not equipped with an
automatic fire sprinkler system.
The fire occurred during winter break and, at the time of
the fire, there were only three occupants in the building.
All three were on the second floor. The third floor was
unoccupied at the time of the fire.
The fire was discovered and reported by a male occupant
who was awakened by a smoke detector on the second
floor. The alarm was received at 3:49 am. The weather
was cold with moderate to heavy snow. First arriving units
observed smoke showing from the third floor. The crew
on the first line found heavy smoke and fire on the third
floor.

1/7/03

Pratt
Community
College

1/11/03

Pennsylvania
State

State College

KS

Administrat
ion

PA

Off-campus

sprinkler
save

Investigation revealed that the fire originated in a crawl
space at the rear of the third floor. The cause of the fire
was a fan and light assembly installed between the
second floor ceiling and the floor of third floor crawl space.
(This information was provided by Tim Knisely, Centre
Region Code Authority, tknisely@centreregioncode.org.)
A fire in the college’s administrative building’s advising
center damaged the center and left half of the campus
without telephone service. Wiring for an adjacent
computer center ran through the ceiling over the room
where the fire broke out. Cause of the fire is unknown.
A smoke alarm sounding in his apartment alerted an
occupant. Upon investigation, he found smoke banked
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Synopsis
down in the living room area, and a fire in the kitchen.
Attempts to extinguish the fire failed and he and the other
occupant exited the building and called 911. Before the
arrival of the fire department a single residential sprinkler
head activated and extinguished the fire. Damage was
limited to the area of origin and no injuries were reported.

1/9/03
and
1/12/03

Eastern
Kentucky
University

KY

Residence
hall

1/15/03

Concord
College

WV

Residence
hall

sprinkler
save

The building, one of nine buildings each housing 24
apartments, is three-stories and of unprotected wood
frame construction. All buildings are protected by a
residential sprinkler system, automatic fire detection,
smoke alarms in the dwelling units and all sleeping rooms.
Two arson fires were set in Commonwealth Hall residence
hall. The first was in a third floor trash chute, the second
was a cardboard box that was set on fire. In both cases
the building’s automatic fire sprinkler system controlled the
fire. An award is being offered by the University.
A fire broke out on the fourth floor of the nine-story North
Tower residence hall and was reported at 5:18 p.m. The
room was gutted in the course of the fire. A fire fighter
was injured when he fell 12 feet off of a ladder while
fighting the fire. Approximately 200 students had to be
evacuated, and rooms on the third and fourth floor were
damaged by smoke and water. The fire was contained to
the suite of origin.
The cause of the fire was determined to be a candle that
fell over onto a pillow which was then ignited. The room
was unoccupied at the time of the fire.
Candles are not allowed at Concord College, and this is
explained to students at the beginning of the semester
and outlined in the student handbook. According to a
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university official, the student was not charged with any
violations as a result of this fire.

1/15/03

Pennsylvania
State
University

PA

Residence
hall

1/18/03

Eastern
Carolina
University

NC

Off-campus

1/18/03

Tufts
University

Medford

MA

1

Offcampus

fatal

The North Tower houses approximately 330 women, while
the South Tower holds 330 men. There are two people
per bedroom, and two bedrooms per suite. Neither highrise is equipped with an automatic fire sprinkler system
and there are no plans to install one, according to a
university official. The cost of installation was cited as the
reason for not installing a system.
A series of four fires have been set in Snyder Hall since
November. The latest fire was set at approximately 2:55
a.m. in a trash can in a janitor’s closet. This fire was
similar to the other three which were also set in janitor’s
closets in approximately the same timeframe. The latest
fire was extinguished by a resident assistant and a police
officer and caused minor damage.
A fire in an off-campus apartment building destroyed all
eight units. The fire started at approximately 4:30 a.m. in
one of the first floor units and spread throughout the twostory building. According to fire officials, the building was
equipped with smoke detectors in the individual units, but
there was no central fire alarm system. The building was
not equipped with automatic fire sprinklers.
A fire in an off-campus apartment claimed the life of a
20-year-old junior, Wendy Carman, from Tufts
University. The fire occurred in a makeshift apartment
that was located over a garage. According to reports,
access to the loft was gained by climbing a set of
stairs and then crawling through an opening into the
apartment.
The fire was reported by a passerby to the Medford
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Fire Department. Upon arrival, fire was showing out
of the windows on the second floor of the building.
The fire fighters attempted an interior attack but were
forced back when the floor to the apartment collapsed
into the garage space. The victim was found after the
fire had been suppressed in the garage area.

1/19/03

University of
Colorado

Boulder

CO

Greek fraternity

sprinkler
save

A smoke detector was found, but the battery was
missing. It was reported that the occupant of the
apartment did smoke.
On January 19, 2003, a candle ignited sheets that were
hung from the ceiling as part of an initiation ceremony at
the Pi Kappa Phi chapter house. The fraternity member
assigned to the room left the candle unattended for a short
time.
The portable extinguisher that fraternity members tried to
use was not charged. Residents activated the pull box and
evacuated.
The automatic fire sprinkler system discharged and
quickly extinguished the blaze. The fire department arrived
(within four minutes) to find the sprinkler flowing and no
fire present.
Fire crews noted that the required smoke alarm had been
removed from the wall.

1/19/03

Warren
Wilson

NC

Residence
hall

There was no fire damage to the off-campus structure.
Moderate water damage was sustained in the room below
the fire room.
A fire broke out in a two-story, wood frame residence hall,
destroying three sections and causing an estimated $3
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million in damage. The residence hall was built in four
separate wings, three of which were connected by a
common attic. The fourth section was a single story
lobby/common room building. The building was equipped
with a fire alarm system but was not equipped with an
automatic fire sprinkler system.
The fire started in a recycling bin located on the exterior of
the building. The fire spread to the wood exterior and then
rapidly spread upward until it involved the roof. At the
time of the fire the wind was blowing at approximately 30
to 35 miles per hour, so the fire was spread quickly
through the common attic that connected the three
buildings.
Students were alerted to the fire by the fire alarm and by
other students pounding on their doors. One student was
injured when she jumped from a second story window to
escape the fire.
Upon arrival, the fire chief reported that roofs of two of the
three interconnected buildings were fully involved and the
fire had spread to all three buildings. The wind was
blowing so hard that the flames were horizontal. Because
of the fire involvement, a defensive fire fighting operation
was initiated. It was reported that the fire was of such
magnitude that there would not have been any viable
victims upon the arrival of the fire department in the three
sections that served as dormitories.
A full description of the fire and the building can be found
at the Swannanoa Volunteer Fire Department’s website at
www.svfd.net.
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1/27/03

University of
Iowa

1/28/03

Oregon State
University

City

State
IA

Corvallis

OR

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y
Residence
hall

Off-campus

Keyword
s
sprinkler
save

Synopsis
An arson fire forced the evacuation of nine-story Daum
Hall at 1:25 a.m. An arsonist list a fire in a display case,
but the sprinkler system brought the fire under control.
Damage was limited to $10,000 and students were able to
re-enter the building by 3:00 a.m. According to reports,
the sprinkler system had been placed into service a few
weeks before the fire.
Corvallis, OR — On Tuesday evening, January 28, 2003
just after 7:00 p.m. the Corvallis Fire Department
responded to a house fire in the 1700 block of NW
Garryanna Drive. When firefighters arrived, they found
heavy smoke coming from the front of the house and the
garage area. They were met by one of the residents that
advised he had managed to extinguish the fire with a
garden hose. Fire fighters completed extinguishment and
ventilated the house while they worked quickly to salvage
household belongings. The fire appears to have started
by a candle that had been left unattended in a garage
bedroom. Damage to the bedroom was extensive but did
not extend much beyond that. The main portion of the
house sustained only slight smoke damage that was
thoroughly ventilated by firefighters before leaving the
scene. It was reported that the home smoke alarm did not
function, as it had been removed before the fire. Three
engines and a ladder truck staffed by 19 firefighters
responded to the fire. There were no injuries reported.
The residents were able to remain at the house after the
fire.
Candles fires have risen dramatically in the last several
years due to increased popularity.
Residents are again encouraged to use good safety
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Pennsylvania
State
University

City

State College

State

PA

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y

Off-campus

Keyword
s

Synopsis
practices when using candles. Always place candles on a
non-combustible surface away from other combustible
material, i.e. paper, furniture, curtains, etc. In addition,
most importantly, NEVER leave a candle unattended for
any length of time. Extinguish all candles before leaving
the room or going to sleep. (This information was
provided by Jim Patton, Corvallis Fire Department,
Jim.Patton@ci.corvallis.or.us.)
At approximately 12:30 p.m., a fire was reported in an offcampus apartment building in State College, PA. The
tenant noticed the fire in her bedroom after activation of
the smoke detector. She discharged a dry chemical fire
extinguisher on the fire before exiting the building. The
fire was contained to the area of origin. The fire began
when a towel placed over a halogen lamp ignited. The
tenant states that she does not use the lamp, but the footactivated switch under other clothing must have been
stepped on. The burning towel dropped to the floor and
ignited nearby clothing and the carpet. The FD completed
extinguishment and ventilated the building. No injuries
were reported.
The building is a 4-story ordinary construction building.
Commercial tenants occupy the first floor and basement.
The second through fourth floors are student apartments.
The building is protected throughout with an automatic
sprinkler system. Smoke detectors are located in each
apartment. The sprinkler system did not discharge due to
the knockdown by the fire extinguisher.
While this fire caused minimal damage, it is a reminder of
the hazards within student housing. Especially, those
caused by carelessness or ignorance. (This information
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2/3/03

University of
CaliforniaSanta Cruz

Santa Cruz

CA

Off-campus

2/4/03

BethuneCookman
College

Daytona
Beach

FL

Residence
hall

Keyword
s

Synopsis
was provided by Tim Knisely, Centre Region Code
Authority, tknisely@centreregioncode.org.)
A fire in a house has displaced 29 residents. The fire
th
occurred on the second floor of a 19 -century Victorian
house. Most of the residents were on the first floor at the
time of the fire and, according to media reports, were not
aware that the house was on fire. The cause of the fire
was determined to be electrical.
An arson fire injured two students, one firefighter and
displaced 158 students. Damage is estimated at
$250,000. The fire was started on the first floor of the
building.
According to a statement issued by the college, “LeFevre
was erected in 1966 and was recently refurbished with
new furniture, ceilings, windows, doors and updated
Internet access estimated at $100,000. The building met
all fire inspection and occupancy code regulations.” The
statement goes on to report that “since the fire,
informational meetings have been held each afternoon to
keep students informed of the arrangements being made
to meet their needs. At these sessions, students are
expressing their concern for their safety, especially with
regard to a sprinkler system being installed in LeFevre
Hall before they return to their rooms.”

2/7/03

State
University of
New York

NY

Residence
hall

The building was not equipped with an automatic fire
sprinkler system.
A fire occurred on the ninth floor of a ten-story residence
hall. The building is arranged in suites that house six
people each. Total occupancy of the residence hall is 600
students.
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2/7/03

University of
Maryland

College Park

MD

Residence
hall

2/9/03

University of
Massachusett
s-Amherst

Amherst

MA

Residence
hall

Keyword
s

sprinkler
save

Synopsis
The fire started in the area of a computer table in a
female’s room. The fire alarm was transmitted to the
police station at 12:26 p.m. by an activated smoke
detector. The room of origin was severely damaged by
the fire, and the two adjacent rooms and the lounge have
heavy smoke and water damage. It was reported that the
suites above and below the fire also had some smoke
damage.
A fire occurred in a resident room on the 6th floor of a
high-rise residence hall on Friday 2/7/03 at around
3:30PM. Classes had been canceled due to snow. The
residents of the room were not in the room at time of the
fire. The fire department was notified and the building
evacuated when other residents smelled smoke and heard
the smoke detector. The sprinkler activated at the time
the fire department arrived. The accidental fire started on
the floor next to the bed, most likely by an electric
appliance. Fire damage was limited to one bed and the
immediate area adjacent to the bed where the fire started.
The relatively small amount of fire damage is attributed to
quick detection, reporting, fire department response, the
automatic sprinkler system, and the fire resistive mattress.
There were no injuries. (This information was provided by
Alan Sactor, University of Maryland fire marshal,
asactor@umd.edu)
A fire in a university-owned apartment complex for married
students destroyed two adjacent apartment units. The fire
started at approximately 5:00 p.m. Occupants of one unit
heard a noise in the ceiling above them and when they
went into the bathroom to investigate they saw that fire
coming from the ceiling-mounted exhaust fan. The fire
apparently was started by the fan and spread into the
combustible void space above the two units.
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2/18/03

School

Eastern
Carolina
University

City

Greenville

State

NC

Fatalitie
s

2

Occupanc
y

Offcampus

Keyword
s

fatal

Synopsis
Fire fighting operations were hampered by the fact that the
units had two roofs on them and that the fire was in the
space below the original roof structure.
An off-campus apartment fire killed a 24-year-old male
student and an 18 year-old female student. The fire
occurred in a two-story apartment building with 10
apartments. The building was not equipped with an
automatic fire sprinkler system. The apartment units
were equipped with single-station, hardwired smoke
detectors (not interconnected). The smoke detector in
the apartment of origin had been removed before the
fire.
The fire department received the call at 2:06 a.m. from
the occupant of an adjacent apartment. The original
call was for a gas odor investigation. Upon arrival,
the fire department traced the odor to the second floor
apartment. When they entered, they found smoke in
the apartment and the sofa on fire. The fire
department conducted a search operation and found
the two victims in a rear bedroom area. According to
fire officials it appears that they were trying to escape
from the fire.

2/22/03

Allegheny
College

Meadville

PA

2

Offcampus

fatal

The cause of the fire was careless disposal of
smoking materials that ignited the sofa. The victims
are Caroline Allen, 18, a freshman and Owen Carr, 24,
a sophomore.
A fatal fire occurred in an off-campus, three-story,
wood frame house that had been converted into
apartments. There were three apartments, one on
each floor. There were single-station, battery
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operated smoke detectors in the apartments. There
were no sprinklers.
At the time of the fire there was one occupant in the
second floor apartment and two on the third floor. It
is unknown if there were occupants on the first floor.
The first and second floor apartments were rented to
students.
According to fire officials, the fire started in the
second floor apartment. Numerous calls were made
to 911 reporting the fire at 1:42 a.m.
Upon arrival, the fire department reported that the
second and third stories were heavily involved in fire.
Initially, an exterior blitz attack had to be made to
knock down the fire and then fire crews were able to
enter the building and conduct search and rescue
operations and fire suppression. The victim was
found in the second floor apartment, in the living
room, approximately eight feet from the apartment
door. It appeared that he had been attempting to
escape.
Following the fire smoke detectors were found in the
apartment of origin. However, the batteries had been
removed from them, rendering them inoperable. Fire
officials interviewed the occupants and they reported
that they did routinely remove the batteries because
cooking activated the smoke alarms.
Cause of the fire is inappropriate handling of
combustibles, most likely a cigarette. Fire officials
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reported that alcohol was probably a factor in the
fatality. Cause of death was asphyxiation.

2/28/03

3/4/03

Buena Vista
University

State
University of
New York

Storm Lake

Brockport

IA

NY

The victim, Raymond Tricomi, 21, was a senior. He
was majoring in Theater and Communications Art.
A fire in a 3-story residence hall caused extensive smoke
damage to one room. The fire was reported to the fire
department at 1:42 p.m. Upon arrival the fire department
was advised by security that there was black smoke
coming out from a third-floor room. Upon entering the
room the fire department reported finding a small fire
burning on top of a television. Cause of the fire was an
unattended candle.

Residence
hall

Off-campus

sprinkler
save

The building is equipped with single station smoke
detectors in the rooms and system smoke detectors in the
hallway. The building is not equipped with an automatic
fire sprinkler system. Candles are not permitted.
A major fire in an apartment building containing a Greek
fraternity, located in the Historic Main Street business
district last night forced over 30 students from the rooms
for an indefinite prior of time.
A passing patrol officer of the Brockport Police department
discovered the Fire at 8:30 p.m., with heavy smoke in the
first floor commercial laundry of this 3-story, 1880's rowstyle building.
Brockport volunteer Fire department personnel were on
the scene in a few minutes and found a large fire volume
in the basement, with numerous reports of people trapped
on the upper floors. A large-scale search and rescue
operation ensued with additional neighboring fire
Page 128

Information compiled by Campus Firewatch ©2012 www.campus-firewatch.com ecomeau@campus-firewatch.com

Campus Incidents January 2000 to March 4, 2011
Sorted by Date
Unless otherwise indicated, this information was compiled from media sources and was not verified.

Date

School

City

State

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y

Keyword
s

Synopsis
departments assisting.
The fire was contained to the basement area with smoke
damage to the upper floors. One injury was reported for
smoke inhalation of an employee of the laundry.
There was a delay in reporting the fire as the worker
thought that the smoke odor was from a student burning a
candle upstairs. The employee went looking for the
source.

3/7/03
and
3/9/03

University of
Massachusett
s-Amherst

Amherst

MA

SupportPower
Plant

3/9/03

Penn State

State College

PA

Off-campus

There was a partial sprinkler system in the first floor area
that contained the fire confined to the basement. A local,
non-interconnected smoke alarm system was provided in
each apartment which also delayed the tenant’s early
evacuation warring of the fire on the lower floor.
Two fires in two days have caused a coal-fired boiler to be
shut down. Both fires occurred in the power plant’s bag
house where the ash from the boiler’s exhaust is removed
before being emitted into the atmosphere. In both
incidents, the doors of the bag house hopper were blown
open. When the first incident occurred, nearby
combustibles were ignited. After this fire the area was
cleared. When the second incident occurred there were
no combustibles to ignite and all that burned was the
remaining coal ash.
A fire was reported at the Beaver Hill Apartments in State
College, PA on Sunday, March 9 at approx 8:30 p.m. A
resident on the 7th floor reported smoke coming out of a
6th floor balcony. The fire department arrived and found a
fire contained to one apartment on the 6th floor. No
injuries were reported. Much of the building was empty
due to spring break.
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The building is 7-story building of non-combustible
construction that contains 220 apartments. The building
has a building fire alarm system, smoke detectors in each
apartment and a dry standpipe system. There are no
sprinklers.

3/11/03

Southeast
Missouri
State
University

Cape
Girardeau

MO

1

Offcampus

fatal

The cause of the fire remains under investigation.
Firefighting efforts were initially hampered by at least two
standpipe valves being in the open position on lower
floors. Once the valves were closed the fire was quickly
suppressed. (This information was provided by Tim
Knisely, Centre Region Code Authority.)
A fire in an off-campus house killed a 23-year old
student.
The building was a two-story, wood-frame structure
with a basement that housed five students. It was not
sprinklered. It was equipped with a smoke alarm in
the basement and the first floor, but the battery had
been removed from the smoke alarm on the first floor.
The fire was reported at 7:45 a.m. At the time of the
fire there were five people in the house. A passerby
observed the fire and pounded on the front door,
alerting the occupants to the fire. Everyone was able
to safely escape the fire except for the victim who was
in a bedroom on the first floor. One of the occupants
reported that he tried to go down the stairs from the
second floor but was driven back and had to jump out
a second-story window.
Upon arrival the fire department observed that there
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was heavy fire in the rear of the structure. They made
entry and located the victim on the floor in the back
bedroom. The cause of death was reported to be
smoke inhalation.

3/17/03

Ball State
University

Muncie

IN

Residence
hall

4/3/03

Ohio State
University

Columbus

OH

Greeksorority

4/4/03

University of
Hartford

Hartford

CT

Residence
hall

4/5/03

University of
Massachuset
ts

Amherst

MA

1

Offcampus

The victim was Katrina Krumrie, 23, majoring in
elementary education. She was from Jackson,
Missouri.
A fire in an elevator motor trapped two students for ten
minutes. The students had to be rescued by fire fighters
from the elevator, which automatically returned to the first
floor because of the fire.
An early morning fire damaged the third floor of the Kappa
Kappa Gamma sorority at Ohio State University. The
cause of the fire was determined to be an electrical
problem with a hair curler. The fire caused $80,000 in
damage.
A fire in the Regents Park residence hall injured one male
student, who suffered third degree burns to his hands.
The fire was contained to one room, which forced the
evacuation of 250 residents. The residents were able to
return to their rooms 90 minutes later.

Fatal,
couch

Regents Park is the largest residence hall complex on
campus and houses 580 students on three floors in suitestyle units.
On Saturday, April 5 a fire broke out in an off-campus
duplex, killing Katya Yerozolimsky, a 21-year-old
junior from the University of Massachusetts.
According to Fire Chief Keith Hoyle, a fire captain was
driving by the house on his way to work when he
spotted the early morning fire. He was unable to enter
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the unit that was on fire because of the volume of heat
and smoke that was coming from the unit. He then
went into the adjoining unit, awoke the sole occupant
and called 911 to report the fire at 7:08 a.m.
The wakened occupant went back into this bedroom,
and the captain had to again remove him from the
room. He made a third attempt to return to his
bedroom when he was removed from the building.
Fire crews arrived on the scene and then entered the
basement of the building where three more people
were sleeping. These occupants were wakened and
removed from the building by the fire fighters.
Additional crews entered the floor where the fire was
located and extinguished a relatively small couch fire.
During operations the body of Yerozolimsky was
found on the floor next to her bed. According to
officials the cause of death was smoke inhalation.
The Massachusetts State Fire Marshal’s office
conducted an investigation and determined that the
cause of the fire was accidental, and most probably
the improper disposal of smoking materials in the
couch.
The house was not equipped with an automatic fire
sprinkler system. In January, the landlord’s insurance
company had conducted an inspection of the property
and there were operating smoke detectors located in
the units. Fire officials report that there were no
smoke detectors sounding upon their arrival, and that
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4/11/03

Oklahoma
State
University

Stillwater

OK

Greek fraternity

4/12/03

University of
Massachusett
s-Amherst

Amherst

MA

Residence
hall

4/13/03

Ohio State
University

Columbus

OH

5

Offcampus

Keyword
s

sprinkler
save

Fatal,
porch

Synopsis
the smoke detector in the apartment of origin had
been removed from the ceiling before the fire.
A fraternity member has been charged with first degree
arson following an incident where he poured lighter fluid
on his roommate’s bed and started it on fire. The victim
received minor injuries. The incident occurred following a
night of drinking, according to press reports.
An early-morning fire in a bookcase in a common area
was extinguished by the operation of a single sprinkler
head. The cause of the fire is believed to be incendiary.
On Sunday, April 13, one of the worst campus fire
tragedies in recent history occurred. Five students
were killed in an early morning off-campus house fire.
According to fire officials, the fire occurred in a three
story, wood-frame building (two stories plus an
occupied attic). The building was normally occupied
by 13 students, but it is not clear as to how many
people were in the building at the time of the fire. The
fire broke out after a birthday party for one of the
victims that had been held earlier in the evening.
The fire department received the call from a passerby
at 4:05 a.m. Upon arrival, they found heavy fire
involvement on the first floor, which stopped crews
from initially entering the building. After the fire was
knocked down crews were able to enter the building.
Three victims were rescued from the upper floors.
Unfortunately, five people died in the fire from smoke
inhalation and carbon monoxide poisoning. The
coroner reported that it appeared they were
attempting to escape from the fire when they were
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overcome.
The building was equipped with single-station smoke
alarms that were operating upon arrival of the fire
department. It was not equipped with an automatic
fire sprinkler system.
According to Battalion Chief Futz from the Columbus
Division of Fire, the cause of the fire was determined
to be incendiary, and the area of origin was on the
exterior front porch of the house. At this time, no
suspects have been arrested.
This fire is the largest loss of life in an off-campus
occupancy recorded by Campus Firewatch since we
started tracking these fires in January 2000. It equals
the number of students killed at the University of
North Carolina fraternity fire in 1996.
Of the five students killed, two were men from Ohio
State University and three were women from Ohio
University. The three women were members of the
Alpha Gamma Delta sorority
Alan Schlessman, 21, sophomore, Ohio State
University
Andrea Dennis, 20, junior, Ohio University
Kyle Raulin, 20, Ohio State University
Christine Wilson, 19, sophomore, Ohio University
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4/15/03

Northwestern
University

Evanston

4/18/03

University of
Maryland

4/19/03

4/22/03

State

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y

IL

Off-campus

State College

MD

Residence
hall

Ohio State
University

Columbus

OH

Off-campus

University of
Massachusett
s-Amherst

Amherst

MA

Academicart

Keyword
s

sprinkler
save

Synopsis
Erin DeMarco, 19, sophomore, Ohio University
An evening fire displaced about 12 Northwestern students.
The fire occurred on the third story of a three-story house
at approximately 7:00 p.m. According to media reports,
one of the occupants was outside of the house when he
saw flames coming from the third floor. He went into the
house and knocked on a first-floor resident’s room to
advise him of the fire and asked him to call 911. The
cause of the fire is unknown at this time.
An occupant of a University associated apartment building
left a pan with oil unattended on the stove and the oil
caught fire. The occupant moved the pan from the stove
to the sink and turned on the faucet. The burning oil
flashed and spread up the wall. The sprinkler on the
ceiling activated and extinguished the fire. Another
occupant was sleeping at the time of the fire. Fire
damage was minimal and limited to a small amount of
soot and peeled paint. There was some water damage to
the apartment where the fire occurred and the apartments
below. There were no injuries. (This information was
provided by Alan Sactor, University of Maryland)
An off-campus house fire forced the evacuation of seven
occupants of the house. The cause of the fire is believed
to be a burner being left on the stove. Damage is
estimated at $30,000. Five of the seven residents were
students at Ohio State University and another was a
student at Columbus State.
A fire in a 140-year-old wood frame building completely
destroyed the building. The fire occurred at approximately
8:00 p.m. in a building that was being used as an art
studio. Fire crews found the building fully involved upon
arrival and mounted a defensive fire fighting operation.
The building was not equipped with an automatic fire
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4/24/03

University of
Massachusett
s-Amherst

City
Amherst

State
MA

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y

Keyword
s

Synopsis
sprinkler system.
An early morning fire in an unused kitchen unit in a
residence hall caused fire damage to the room. However,
the smoke spread throughout the building’s 4 floors
according to fire officials. The heaviest smoke was found
on the basement and fourth floors with minor smoke
spread on the other floors.

Residence
hall

When fire crews arrived on the scene the building’s fire
alarm system had stopped operating. However, it appears
to have functioned long enough for most of the residents
to be alerted and evacuate the building. Approximately 6
students were still found in their rooms when fire crews
searched the building.

4/27/03

Mississippi
State
University

4/28/03

Wesleyan
University

Middleton

MS

Off-campus

CT

Residence
hall

porch

The cause of the fire has not been determined, but it is
considered to be suspicious. The building was equipped
with a fire alarm system but it was not equipped with an
automatic fire sprinkler system.
A fire in an off-campus apartment complex completely
destroyed a building. At approximately 8:00 p.m., a
resident on the third floor opened his door to find the
ceiling over his entrance balcony on fire. He reported that
he tried to pull the fire alarm system but it did not activate.
Another student reported that he was in a third floor
apartment when he heard a crackling sound. When he
looked out of the peephole on the door he saw nothing but
smoke. Approximately 40 students lived in the building.
One student twisted his ankle when he jumped from the
third floor of the building. Cause of the fire is unknown at
press time.
An early morning fire caused extensive damage to a
three-story Victorian home used for faculty housing. The
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Date

5/4/03

5/14/03

School

City

Western
Kentucky
University

Whitman
College

State

KY

Walla Walla

WA

Fatalitie
s

1

Occupanc
y

Residence
hall

Greek fraternity

Keyword
s

sprinkler
save

sprinkler
save

Synopsis
fire occurred on the rear porch of the building at
approximately 4:00 a.m. All of the occupants of the house
were able to escape without injury. The fire was
considered suspicious.
A female student burned in a fire in her residence hall
room died. The fire, which is considered incendiary, was
controlled by the activation of a single sprinkler head in
her room. The woman was found beaten, stabbed and
burned in her room.
Two men have been arrested and charged in the incident.
According to press reports, the two men and the victim
had all been attending a fraternity party the night before
and had all been drinking. The case has been sent before
a grand jury. (NOTE: the cause of death was not related to
the fire.)
A fire in a sprinklered residence hall was controlled by the
activation of a single sprinkler head.
The fire started shortly after 9:30 p.m. A resident had
gnats in his room and was going to light a candle in an
attempt to get rid of the gnats. He went down to the
kitchen, lit a piece of paper and used this paper to light the
candle. He blew out the piece of paper, threw it into the
trash and then took the candle back up to his room.
Shortly after this the alarm system is activated, and the
resident went back down to the kitchen where he saw a
plastic 30-gallon trash can on fire. He began yelling to tell
people about the fire as the sprinkler head activated,
extinguishing the fire.
The sprinkler system had been installed two years ago. In
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Date

5/23/03

School

University of
California-Los
Angeles

City

Los Angeles

State

CA

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y

Supportdining

5/29/03

Bryant
University

Smithfield

RI

Residence
hall

6/22/03

University of
Southern
Mississippi

Hattiesburg

MS

Greek fraternity

7/23/03

University of
Georgia

Athens

GA

Academic library

8/19/03

Shippensburg
University

Shippensburg

PA

Off-campus

Keyword
s

Synopsis
the kitchen area it was a low-flow pendant head with
exposed CPVC piping. (This information was provided by
FF Tim Thompson, Walla Walla Fire Department.)
Two separate fires occurred in food service areas. The
first was an early morning fire in an outlet that was
extinguished using two fire extinguishers. It required that
the food court be shut down for four days while repairs
were made.
The second fire occurred when a pizza oven in the student
union caught fire. The fire was contained but the building
had to be shut down for the remainder of the day.
Two students were charged with felony arson after they
staged a fire. The two poured lighter fluid on a residence
hall table and lit it the fluid on fire. They extinguished the
fire before any alarms were activated. This was done to
take a picture for a newspaper article on the Station fire in
Rhode Island.
An 18 year-old-male was arrested and charged with
attempting to set fire to the Sigma Alpha Epsilon house.
He was arrested shortly after he poured gasoline on the
walls and floor of the building.
A fire determined to be arson caused $1.5 million in
damage in the nine-story building. A 19 year-old male,
who was not a student, was arrested and charged with
starting the fire. It was reported that there were 200
people in the building at the time and that it took fire
fighters 20 minutes to control the fire once they were on
the scene.
A fire in an off-campus apartment extensive fire and
smoke damage to the unit of origin and the apartment
above. The women who were going to occupy the unit for
the school year arranged to have the electrical service
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School

City

Minneapolis

State

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y

9/20/03

University of
MinnesotaTwin Cities

9/22/03

West Virginia
University

9/26/03

University of
WisconsinMadison

Madison

WI

Greek fraternity

9/29/03

Eureka
College

Eureka

IL

Academic library

10/1/03

University of
Georgia-

Athens

GA

Academic laboratory

Keyword
s

MN

3

Offcampus

Fatal,
porch

WV

1

Offcampus

fatal

sprinkler
save

Synopsis
activated. When it did apparently one of the burners on
the stove had been left in the “on” position and ignited
nearby combustibles. The fire was detected by an
automatic alarm system.
A fire that started on the porch of a two-story, wood
frame duplex claimed the lives of three students. The
fire was reported at 4:51 a.m. The three students died
of smoke inhalation. At press time, the investigation
had not been completed and the fire department
would not release any additional information. The
three students that died were Amanda Speckien, Brian
Heiden and Elizabeth Wencl.
A student died in a mobile home fire. His body was
found when his roommates returned on Monday from
a weekend trip. It is believed that the fire started in
the sofa.
A fire occurred in a secret room in a fraternity. The
entrance to the room was made to look like a wall. Fire
fighters were unable to locate the source of the fire
despite an extensive search of the house. Fraternity
members finally showed them the location of the room
where fire fighters extinguished the fire in a smoldering
chair. The room contained a sofa, pews, a podium and
candles and had no exterior access other than the hidden
door. The fire was caused by a candle that ignited some
fabric which then spread the fire to the chair.
A fire in the Ronald Reagan Museum damaged and
destroyed some artifacts belonging to the former
President. The fire broke out in a locked storage closet
and is believed to be arson. The fire was controlled by the
activation of a sprinkler system.
An early morning fire in a third-story laboratory damaged
the lab and spread smoke throughout the building. As a
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Athens
10/15/03

Southern
Illinois
University

IL

Residence
hall

10/16/03

University of
LouisianaLafayette

Lafayette

LA

Residence
hall

10/18/03

Louisiana
State
University

Baton Rouge

LA

10/31/03

University of
Colorado

Boulder

CO

1

Offcampus

Off-campus

sprinkler
save

fatal

Synopsis
result of the fire all classes in the building had to be
relocated.
An arson fire injured one student. Three students saw
smoke coming out from the occupied room. One of the
students attempted to rescue the student through the door
while the other two ran outside to a window. They forced
the window open and were able to pull the occupant from
the room.
A sprinkler head activated and controlled a fire in a
residence hall at LLU. Fire department units arrived on
the scene and reported that there was smoke showing.
As they gained access to the apartment the sprinkler head
activated. Using a portable fire extinguisher the fire
department personnel extinguished the fire. The occupant
had lit a candle on the previous day and the investigation
determined that he had left it burning unattended and was
the cause of the fire.
A student was killed in an off-campus apartment fire.
The fire department arrived on the scene at 4:56 am
and reported that there was heavy smoke venting
from the eaves and heavy fire visible at the front door
and window. A resident who lived at the opposite end
of the 10-unit complex was awakened by people
banging on the doors and yelling.
Kurt Latiolais was a senior at LSU.
Two University of Colorado students were displaced from
their off-campus apartment by a fire on Oct. 31, 2003. The
fire origin was in close proximity to their entertainment
center, which contained a TV, a VCR, a stereo receiver, a
CD player, and an X Box. These were plugged into a
surge-type power strip, which in turn was plugged into an
extension cord. The outlet that was used did not work in a
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reliable manner, according to the students.
The tenant living in the unit upstairs heard a smoke alarm
activate and went to investigate. She saw flames through
the window, called 911 and evacuated her half of the
duplex. Damage to the structure is estimated at $ 5,000 to
$ 8,000 due to heavy smoke damage. The University
Office of Student Affairs helped both students to find new
housing.
The exact cause of the fire is undetermined.

11/1/03

West Virginia
University

Morgantown

WV

Greek fraternity

11/1/03

Western
Carolina
University

Cullowhee

NC

Residence
hall

11/7/03

University of
Colorado

Boulder

CO

Residence
hall

sprinkler
save

(Information provided by Sherry Kenyon, Boulder Fire and
Rescue)
A fire in a fraternity occupied by 50 people during
homecoming weekend injured one student who jumped
from a second story window to escape the fire. The fire
started in the student’s room and he suffered first and
second degree burns from the fire. Smoke alarms were
working according to Fire Chief Fetty. The fire was
caused when someone fired a bottle rocket into a closet
which set the clothing on fire. The building has been
condemned for housing and fire code violations and will
remain closed for at least the fall semester.
A 22-year old senior was arrested and charged in a series
of seven arson fires that had occurred in the 9-story
residence hall that housed 700 students. No one was
injured in the fires.
Four hundred and twenty students living in a residence
hall on the University of Colorado campus in Boulder were
able to return to their rooms and go back to sleep after a
fire in their newly remodeled dining room was quickly
extinguished by the activation of one sprinkler head. The
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11/7/03

University of
Southern
Maine

Portland

ME

Residence
hall

11/8/03

Linn-Benton
Community
College
Penn College

Albany

OR

Academic

Williamsport

PA

Off-campus

11/9/03

University of
Connecticut

Storrs

CT

Greek fraternity

11/10/03

Marquette
University

Milwaukee

WI

Off-campus

11/10/03

Rutgers
University

NJ

Off-campus

11/11/03

University of

ME

Residence

11/9/03

Orono

Keyword
s

sprinkler

Synopsis
cause of the fire was a damaged wire in a fluorescent light
fixture. Fire crews arrived on scene at 4:37 a.m. to find all
students had evacuated the building. Fire crews shut the
valve to the sprinkler system and cleared the scene in 30
minutes. Damage is estimated to be between $15.000 and
$20,000 with the main cost the replacement of new
carpeted floor tiles. (Information provided by Sherry
Kenyon, Boulder Fire and Rescue)
A fire occurred in an elevator in an eight-story residence
hall. Students were evacuated and fire fighters
extinguished the small fire. The building is not equipped
with an automatic fire sprinkler system, but university
officials said they would be installed within the next two
years.
Two Albany men have been charged with starting a fire in
an academic building. The fire caused $200,000 in
damage in the college’s newest building.
A fire in an off-campus house was determined to be
electrical and caused $20,000 in damage. Four students
live in the house.
An early morning fire destroyed a fraternity. There were
five residents in the building at the time of the fire. The
cause of the fire is undetermined at this time, but there
were no working fire alarms in the building.
A fire destroyed two houses occupied by at least 10
students. The cause of the fire, which occurred at
approximately 3:00 p.m., is unknown.
A fire that apparently started in an oven damaged an offcampus house occupied by 11 students. One student
attempted to use a fire extinguisher, but it was not
operational. Reportedly the smoke alarms did not
activate.
An overloaded dryer was the cause of a residence hall
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Maine

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y
hall

11/12/03

University of
New Mexico

Albuquerque

NM

Academic laboratory

11/17/03

Various

Boston

MA

Off-campus

11/20/03

University of
Massachusett
s

Amherst

MA

Residence
hall

Keyword
s
save

Synopsis
fire. A student fire marshal who lives in the dorm and is a
member of the Orono Fire Department detected the fire
before the fire alarm system activated. He discharged two
fire extinguishers into the fire before the arrival of the fire
department. The building’s sprinkler system activated,
controlling the fire. Damage was estimated to be
$2000.00
A previous fire in May 2000 caused $500,000 in damage.
This fire was determined to be arson, and the building was
not equipped with sprinklers at the time.
A fire during a chemistry experiment caused a flash fire
and ignited nearby combustibles. The three students
were conducting the experiment in a laboratory safety
hood, and the fire was extinguished by two fire
extinguishers. The Albuquerque Fire Department
responded along with the department’s hazardous
materials team. Damage was limited to the inside of the
hood.
A fire at 10:30 a.m. in an apartment building was caused
by an unattended candle. The building housed young
professionals and students from nearby schools.
According to media reports, residents of the building were
alerted to the fire by people passing by who saw the fire
and started yelling and banging trashcans. Reportedly,
the smoke alarms in the building had been disabled and
some residents reported that they did not hear any alarms
sounding. Approximately 25 people were left homeless by
the fire.
Police reported that burn marks were found inside of an
elevator in a residence hall building in the Sylvan
residential area on two separate occasions.
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Occupanc
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Residence
hall

Keyword
s

School

11/23/03

University of
Massachusett
s

Amherst

MA

11/26/03

University of
Massachusett
s

Amherst

MA

Residence
hall

A bulletin board was ignited on the sixth floor of a
residence hall in the Sylvan residential area.

12/3/03

Linn Benton
Community
College
Massachusett
s Institute of
Technology

OR

Academic

A student was arrested for setting fire to the Workforce
Education Building and causing extensive damage.

Cambridge

MA

Greek fraternity

sprinkler
save

sprinkler
save

12/3/03

City

Fatalitie
s

Date

Synopsis
The police and fire department responded to a fire in a
residence hall in the Sylvan residential area that caused
$250.00 in damage. The fire was determined to be arson.

12/5/03

American
University

Washington

DC

Residence
hall

12/6/03

University of
Washington

Seattle

WA

Greek fraternity

12/7/03

Fairfield
University

Fairfield

CT

Residence
hall

sprinkler
save

12/8/03

University of
Pennsylvania

State College

PA

Greek fraternity –
sprinkler
save

sprinkler
save

A fire at the Theta Xi fraternity was started by a space
heater and controlled by the activation of the building’s
automatic fire sprinkler system. According to fraternity
officials there was no fire damage and little water damage
Five fires were set in two residence halls. The fires were
contained to rest rooms, laundry rooms and trash cans.
University officials report that the sprinkler systems
controlled the fires. The residence halls, Letts and
Anderson, are the two largest ones on campus.
A fire set outside of the Pi Kappa Alpha fraternity caused
more than $20,000 in damage. The fire was determined
to be arson.
Two fires, which appear to be arson, were extinguished by
the activation of an automatic fire sprinkler system. The
fires were set in a second floor lounge around midnight.
Students attempted to extinguish the fires using dry
chemical fire extinguishers before the sprinkler system
activated.
A fire in a second-story bedroom was started by the
careless disposal of smoking materials at the Pi Lambda
Phi fraternity. The fire was controlled by the activation of
the building’s automatic fire sprinkler system. Students
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12/13/03

Massachusett
s Institute of
Technology

Cambridge

MA

Greek fraternity

12/17/03

University of
Maryland

State College

MD

Residence
hall

12/26/03

University of
Tennessee

TN

Off-campus

1/3/04

Oregon State
University

Corvallis

OR

Residence
hall

1/7/04

University of
Illinois

Chicago

IL

OffCampus

1/25/04

University of
Missouri

Columbia

MO

OffCampus

Keyword
s

Synopsis
were allowed back into the house after being displaced for
one night.
Two students were burned in a fire at the Tau Epsilon Phi
fraternity. The two students were attempting to light
rubbing alcohol in a tin container. The fire was already out
when the police arrived, but the students were
hospitalized with multiple burns.
A residence hall’s air conditioning unit caught fire and
damaged five rooms during the school’s final exams week.
Reportedly, the students were slow in responding to the
building’s fire alarm system.
An early-morning fire in an off-campus apartment
damaged the six-unit building. The building was vacant
except for one occupant on the ground floor apartment
who was awakened by a passerby yelling and pounding
on the door at approximately 5:00 a.m. Initially she did not
react to the person, thinking that it was a prank. However,
the person persisted and her dog was barking, which
forced her to get up. She escaped the building and
watched the fire consume the roof within five minutes.
A freshman was arrested and charged with setting a fire
on the fifth floor at 11:00 p.m. Reportedly, the student lit a
light cover on fire, which then spread to the carpet. Two
students used fire extinguishers to extinguish the two fires.
An off-campus fire that started in a restaurant spread into
the apartment occupied by two students. The building
was completely destroyed. According to one of the
occupants the fire department had told him the fire alarm
system appeared to be faulty.
Columbia fire fighters responded to 1025 Ashland Road at
6:16 PM Sunday evening, January 25, 2004 for a report of
a smoke detector sounding. Upon arrival, fire fighters
were told by a neighbor that she could hear a smoke
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Keyword
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Synopsis
detector sounding in the apartment below her (Apt # 405)
and the tenants were not home. The neighbor also
reported a light smoke haze in her apartment.
Fire fighters forced entry into Apt # 405 and found thick,
dark smoke throughout the apartment and a small area in
the kitchen on fire. Fire fighters searched the apartment,
found no occupants, and extinguished the fire in less than
5 minutes.
The tenant, Cecily Helms had left Columbia the previous
evening at approximately 5:30PM. She was to return this
evening. Ms. Helms attends law school at the University
of Missouri-Columbia.
Columbia Fire Investigators determined the cause of the
fire to be an unattended candle on a desk in the kitchen.
Damages are estimated at $15,000. Ms. Helms does not
have renter’s insurance.
Quick reporting on behalf of the neighbors in the two
upstairs apartments alerted fire fighters to the fire in time
to minimize fire damage.
The number of home fires caused by candles has been
soaring in recent years, and jumped a startling 20 percent
from 1998 to 1999, the most recent year for which
statistics are available, according to the NFPA (National
Fire Protection Association - NFPA).
How does a little flame become so dangerous? Four out of
10 times, the candles were left unattended, abandoned or
inadequately controlled. One in four times, something that
catches fire easily was left too close to the flame. Only
burn candles when you are in the room and avoid placing
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2/8/04

2/12/04

School

University of
Southern
California
State
University of
New York

City

State

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y

Los Angeles

CA

Residence
hall

Purchase

NY

Residence
hall

Keyword
s

Synopsis
combustible items near these open flames (NFPA).
(Information provided by Lt. Amy Barrett, Columbia Fire
Department)
A fire in a residence hall caused an estimated $1,000 in
damage. It is believed that a candle ignited some
curtains. The room was unattended at the time of the fire.
(Information for this report was obtained through
interviews by Campus Firewatch with the Purchase Fire
Department and the New York State Office of Fire
Prevention and Control. The director of Public Affairs for
the university declined to be interviewed.)
A fire at 6:55 p.m. in the Farside residence hall displaced
280 students from the building. According to fire officials,
the fire started in a lounge located on the first floor of the
three-story building. A smoke detector was located in the
lounge and it is believed that this detector activated the
building fire alarm system, which transmitted a signal to
the university’s police department. The police department,
in turn, then notified the Purchase Fire Department.
According to Fire Chief Brefere, there was heavy smoke
and fire showing upon arrival. Since the lounge was an
alcove that extended out from the building there was no
extension to the upper floors from the exterior. Crews
initiated an attack and were able to extinguish the fire
using the water carried onboard the apparatus.
Chief Brefere reported that when he arrived on the scene
there were students on the upper floors breaking out the
windows with chairs. He told them to stop doing so and
that they would be rescued shortly. One of the units that
responded was a 105-foot aerial tower, but the apparatus
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Synopsis
was not able to reach the students because of the
building’s setback. Crews brought down the students via
the interior stairs.
Fire crews did a complete search of the building and found
one student still in her room. She claimed that she had
been sleeping and had not heard the fire alarm sounding.
The building was only partially sprinklered. There were
sprinkler heads located in the janitor closets that were
supplied with water from the domestic water supply.
The building is equipped with a supervised fire alarm
system that is made up of single-station smoke alarms in
the student rooms, system smoke detectors in the
common areas and manual pull stations. There was one
account of a student who reported that he activated the
building’s fire alarm system by using a manual pull station.
However, upon investigation, no activated pull stations
were found. It is believed that when he lifted the tamper
cover over the pull station and the tamper alarm sounded
that he thought that he had activated the fire alarm
system.

2/14/04

Oregon State
University

Corvallis

OR

Residence
hall-Family
Housing

The cause of the fire is suspicious and is under
investigation at this time.
A kitchen fire broke out in a student family housing unit
when a 13-year-old girl, who was home alone, was
heating vegetable oil to make deep-fried donuts. She
reported that she was in the kitchen when the oil
overheated and ignited, creating flames approximately 3
to 4 feet high. Her immediate reaction was to fill a frying
pan with water and fling it toward the fire. When she did
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2/15/04

University of
Tennessee

Red Bank

TN

OffCampus

2/19/04

Southern
Adventist
University

Collegedale

TN

Administrat
ion –
sprinkler
save

sprinkler
save

2/22/04

Hofstra
University

Hempstead

NY

Residence
hall –
sprinkler
save

sprinkler
save

Synopsis
this the fire flared up which then activated the installed fire
extinguishing canister that had been installed above the
cooking surface with a magnet. The extinguishing unit,
which was filled with siliconized bicarbonate soda,
extinguished the fire. (Submitted by Jim Patton, Corvallis
Fire Department)
A fire in an off-campus apartment complex displaced 20
people, some of them students from the University of
Tennessee at Chattanooga. The fire in the three-story,
24-unit building broke out shortly after noon and required
eight fire departments to bring the fire under control. It is
believed that a candle started the fire. The building was
not equipped with an automatic fire sprinkler system.
A fire in the attic space in Lynn Wood Hall was
extinguished by the activation of the building’s automatic
fire sprinkler system. There were students practicing in
the building’s chapel at the time and smelled smoke.
They evacuated without incident. The building was
constructed in 1924 and is the oldest building on campus.
(Information for this report was obtained by an interview
with the New York State Office of Fire Prevention and
Control and Hofstra University Public Relations.)
A fire broke out in an electrical switchgear room for an
elevator at 9:30 p.m. The fire occurred in Nassau Hall,
which is a six-story residence hall. The building was
equipped with an automatic fire sprinkler system, but in
the room of origin the sprinkler head had been removed
prior to the fire, which is a code violation according to
Deputy Chief Paul Martin from the New York State Office
of Fire Prevention and Control. .
The fire extended from the room into the adjacent hallway
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where it was controlled by the activation of a single
sprinkler head, Smoke doors at each end of the corridor
limited the spread of smoke. The room of origin was
completely gutted by the fire.
There was an eight-minute between the alarm activation
and when the fire department was notified. According to
Martin, colleges and universities are required by the New
York State code to immediately notify the fire department
whenever any fire alarm system is activated. According to
Hofstra University, this is through an arrangement with the
Uniondale Fire Department.

2/25/04

Central Lakes
College

Brainerd

MN

OffCampus

2/27/04

Kansas State
University

Manhattan

KS

Greek fraternity

3/1/04

University of

Austin

TX

Support -

The building houses approximately 300 students.
A family was left homeless following a fire at their home.
The mother, a nursing student at Central Lakes College
wasn’t home at the time of the fire. Her husband was in
college in Duluth, while the couple's four children, ages
11, 13, 14, and 16, were in school at the time of the fire.
The Brainerd Fire Department was called to the home at
8:29 a.m. and found the home fully engulfed when
firefighters arrived on the scene. The cause of the fire is
yet unknown, but it originated on the first floor where it
was contained. The second level was heavily damaged by
smoke.
No one was injured in a fire that began in a recreation
room the Alpha Tau Omega fraternity house at Kansas
State University.
The fire, which caused $50,000 in damages, began when
a wall heating/cooling unit in a recreational room had
caught fire after the fan motor locked up. Fire alarms went
off and the house was evacuated.
A garage fire near the University of Texas's DKR-Texas
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Texas

3/08/04

Iowa State
University

Ames

IA

1

Occupanc
y
garage

Offcampus

Keyword
s

Synopsis
Memorial Stadium caused $100,000 in damage. Fire
officials said a car caught on fire in the garage across from
the east side of the stadium near the UT Club. It was on
the fourth floor of the Manor Garage.
No one was hurt and It was quickly controlled. AFD
investigators ruled the fire accidental. They said it started
with an electrical or mechanical malfunction in one vehicle
and then spread to another.

fatal

Information was obtained by an interview with fire
officials.
A fire in a duplex killed Edgar Delpilar, 21, of Puerto
Rico. The fire occurred at approximately 3:15 am and
is believed to have been started by a candle.
A smoke alarm in the basement alerted one of the
occupants who woke to find smoke coming out of the
other bedroom in the basement. The occupant of the
room of origin had left at 6:00 pm, approximately 9
hours prior to the fire.

3/12/04

Denmark
Technical
College

Denmark

SC

Residence
hall

Two calls were made to 911 from the occupants of the
house, one of which was from the victim. When the
fire department arrived on the scene there was heavy
fire extending from the basement and first floor. The
basement was completely involved upon arrival. The
occupants of the house had broken out a window
where the trapped victim was located, but they were
unable to rescue him.
No one was injured following a fire at dorm on the
Denmark Technical College campus. Because it was a
Friday, the dorm was nearly empty when firefighters
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3/16/04

University of
Kansas

Lawrence

KS

Academiclibrary

3/19/04

California
Maritime
Academy

Vallejo

CA

Residence
hall

3/26/04

University of
Iowa

Iowa City

IA

Residence
hall

3/26/04

Virginia
Commonwealt
h University

Richmond

VA

Constructio
n

3/29/04

California
Polytechnic

San Luis
Obispo

CA

Off-campus

Keyword
s

couch

Synopsis
arrived. Fire alarms alerted the dorm supervisor who
found smoke on the first floor of the dorm. The supervisor
then notified campus security, which notified the fire
department.
David Ryan Jay, a 23-year-old Olathe man, was arrested
March 16 in connection with the recent rash of arson fires
in Johnson County and Lawrence after turning himself in
to authorities in Fontana, Calif. His bond was set at $1
million.
The fires included a fire at the University of Kansas in
Lawrence, which brought city and university fire and police
officials together to form an arson task force.
The suspicious University of Kansas campus fire was at
the university’s Watson Library.
Firefighters used an aerial ladder to rescue five California
Maritime Academy cadets from their three-story wooden
dormitory after it caught on fire. No one was injured, but
21 students were displaced. The fire caused $125,000
damage and the cause was a discarded cigarette that set
a couch on fire.
The fire spread to the staircase and trapped the students
on the second floor. The couch was under the stairwell.
A fire broke out in a trash room of the Hillcrest Residence
hall at approximately 2:15 a.m. Students were alerted by
the fire alarm system, and one reported that the smoke
was thick enough that he could not see “two doors down.”
The fire was quickly extinguished by the fire department.
A fire broke out in a four-story apartment building that was
under construction. The building, which would have
housed 170 university students, was destroyed by the fire,
as were other buildings in the area.
A fire destroyed an off-campus house occupied by five
students. The residents were not home at the time of the
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University
3/30/04

Northwest
College

Powell

WY

Residence
hall

Keyword
s

Synopsis
fire, which was detected by a neighbor who attempted to
fight the fire using a garden hose.
A fire caused by the failure of an electrical appliance
caused significant damage to a residence hall occupied by
101 students. The fire occurred on the second floor of the
residence hall shortly after 3:00 p.m. and required fire
departments from three communities to extinguish the fire.
Unfortunately, many of the fire fighters were fighting
another structure fire at the time 13 miles out of town.
Four students were transported to an area hospital where
three were treated and released and one was kept
overnight for observation. Officials reported that there
were problems with egress from the building and some
students were forced to escape the fire by climbing down
the outside of the building.
The residence hall had been built in 1966 and was
unsprinklered. It was equipped with a fire alarm system.
The building’s replacement value is $6.4 million.

3/31/04

Oxford
College

Oxford

GA

Residence
hall

As a side note, the college quickly provided information on
the school’s website for students, the community, the
media and parents. This is an excellent method of
disseminating information following an incident. More
information can be found at
www.northwestcollege.edu
A fire shortly before 10:00 a.m. on the fourth floor of a
residence hall caused fire damage to one room and
smoke and water damage to six other rooms.
The fire was detected by staff in the building that smelled
smoke. When they investigated they observed smoke
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coming out of the student’s room and they then activated
the building’s fire alarm system. The system transmitted a
signal to a monitoring station on campus and the fire
department was immediately notified of the alarm.
According to school officials the room of origin was
extensively damaged by the fire and that there is smoke
damage throughout the building to some degree. The
building will be unusable for the remainder of the school
year as there is evidence of asbestos on the second floor
where the fire occurred.
The fire displaced sixty students. Officials believe the fire
was accidental but have not determined a cause at press
time.

3/31/04

University of
Pennsylvania

Philadelphia

PA

Residence
hall

4/3/04

College of
William and
Mary

Williamsburg

VA

Off-campus

Oxford College made extensive use of the Internet to
communicate with the students, parents and community.
More information can be found at
www.emory.edu/OXFORD/Emergency/
A fire started by a bedroom lamp in Hill College House
ignited a pile of papers. Students in the area smelled
smoke at approximately 8:00 p.m. and the fire was found
an hour later. When students entered the room with a fire
extinguisher they reported that there was an active fire.
The fire department responded and extinguished the fire.
A student sleeping in a bed was awakened by a fire in his
headboard. It was reported that an alarm clock or its
receptacle next to the bed started the fire. The smoke
alarm in the hallway had not sounded because the door to
the room was closed at the time of the fire. The three
occupants were able to escape and the fire caused
$15,000 to $20,000 in damage.
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4/7/04

Duke
University

Durham

NC

4/7/04

University of
North Texas

Denton

TX

Greek fraternity

4/14/04

State
University
College at
Geneseo

Geneseo

NY

Off-campus

4/26/04

Eastern
Illinois
University

Charleston

IL

Academic

Keyword
s

Synopsis
A construction site at the Perkins Library addition was the
site of a fire that caused minor damage. The cause of the
fire was unknown at press time.
A fire in the Phi Kappa Sigma fraternity broke out shortly
after 6:00 a.m. According to press reports, the fire in the
three-story building did not set off the building’s fire alarm
system and the occupants were alerted by other residents
banging on their doors. The fire was contained to the first
floor but there was smoke damage throughout the
building. Cleanup costs are estimated at $150,000.
A pot left cooking on a stovetop in an unoccupied
apartment started a fire that damaged the kitchen and
cause smoke damage throughout the rest of the
apartment. Four students were living in the apartment at
the time of the fire.
No one was injured when a limestone academic building
at Eastern Illinois University caught fire. The blaze caused
the roof of Blair Hall to collapse and destroyed top floor of
the three-story building.
The building houses the university's graduate school and
a number of other departments. Firefighters from several
departments battled flames that leapt up from the top
floor. Firefighters entered the building but quickly returned
because the building was full of smoke.
The 91-year-old structure is still in good enough shape for
renovation to have already commenced, according to EIU
officials. Even though they do not yet know much the
restoration will cost or how much work will be required,
officials confirmed that the replacement will be funded
mostly by insurance funds.
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4/28/04

School

University of
Iowa

City

Iowa City

State

IA

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y

Residence
hall

Keyword
s

Synopsis
State lawmakers, meanwhile, are seeking funding for that
which isn't covered by insurance. The cause of the fire is
still undetermined.
Two University of Iowa freshmen have been arrested for
allegedly starting a fire at a university residence hall trash
room.
Christopher Wayne Remily, 19, and Jeremy Lee Arickx,
19, face up to 25 years in prison if convicted on the arson
charges.
Arickx was charged with first-degree arson after he was
allegedly seen entering and exiting the trash room within a
minute of the fire alarm sounding. Remily was seen by a
witness acting as a lookout while Arickx started a fire in
the trash room of the N300 wing of Hillcrest. Witnesses
saw Arickx entering and exiting the trash room where the
fire started within one minute of the fire alarm being
sounded at 2:14 a.m. April 28.

4/29/04

Belmont
University

Nashville

TN

Residence
hall

The Iowa City Fire Department responded to the dormitory
and quickly extinguished the flames, causing minimal
damage. No injuries were reported.
Two Belmont University students, Morgan Loy and Ryan
Wheale, both 21, are suspected of firebombing parts of
their campus. The students face felony criminal charges
and university sanctions after being accused of igniting six
bottles filled with a flammable liquid. No one was injured.
Metro police and campus authorities say the two set the
bottles on fire outside of a university-owned apartment
complex and a university parking garage on April 29. They
were arrested and charged with arson, possessing
prohibited weapons and setting fire to property or land.
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5/7/04

School

New Mexico
State
University

City

Las Cruces

State

NM

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y

Academic laboratory

Keyword
s

Synopsis
A third person, former Belmont University student Andrew
Michael Kohler, 20, of Cookeville, surrendered to police in
connection with the incident. He is charged with arson,
possessing prohibited weapons and setting fire to property
or land. On the night of the fire bombings, a looked out of
her dorm room window when an alarm sounded and saw
plumes of smoke coming from the entrance to a parking
garage. The garage entrance is beside the dormitory. A
black mark 10 feet wide is on the pavement and a light
black mark covered the area above the garage entrance.
New Mexico State University officials were investigating
the cause of a chemistry lab explosion that sent a
professor to the hospital and temporarily closed the lab's
building Friday.
Stephen D. Starnes, an assistant chemistry and
biochemistry professor, suffered cuts to his face, arms and
legs in the blast and was treated and released from
Mountain View Regional Medical Center, university and
hospital spokespeople said.
The explosion happened just after noon while Starnes and
a student were mixing chemicals in the school's chemistry
and biochemistry building.
Katrina Doolittle, director of the university's environmental
health and safety office, said the chemicals the two were
mixing were routine organic chemicals and shouldn't have
caused an explosion. She speculated that there may have
been some sort of contaminant in the mixture.
"They were following standard, published protocol,"
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university spokesman Karl Hill.
The chemicals evaporated in the explosion, but glass from
the exploding flask injured Starnes.

5/11/04

5/12/04

5/20/04

Duke
University

Greensboro
College

University of
Pittsburgh

Durham

Greensboro

Pittsburgh

NC

NC

PA

Residence
hall

Residence
hall

Off-campus

A Las Cruces Fire Department hazardous materials team
was investigating, and the chemistry building was
reopened Friday afternoon.
Students in the House E dormitory at Duke University's
Craven Quadrangle evacuated due to a small fire. Officials
believe it may be arson.
At 2:28 a.m. police responded to an alarm and found a
poster on fire on the third floor. The blaze caused minor
damage to a hallway, and no injuries were reported. In the
early hours of April 22, a fire broke out in a second-floor
bathroom of the dormitory. A Duke police officer was
treated for smoke inhalation.
Police think a serial arsonist is responsible for a series of
fires near the Greensboro College campus. Someone set
fire to storage boxes in the basement of a house on
McIver St. about 2:25 a.m. About 10 minutes later,
someone set fire to a mattress in a vacant second-floor
room at The Inn at Greensboro College, a dormitory on
West Market Street. Nobody was hurt in those fires.
The person who set the Tuesday morning fires may have
set fire to a mattress and bulletin board in West Hall and
to cubical partitions outside Greensboro Hall early Friday.
Both buildings are on the Greensboro College campus.
A fire at 8:00 a.m. destroyed an off-campus house
occupied by five men. One of the occupants was
awakened by a popping sound and ran downstairs to find
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5/22/04

School

Indiana
University

City

Bloomington

State

IN

Fatalitie
s

3

Occupanc
y

Offcampus

Keyword
s

fatal

Synopsis
a radio smoldering in the bathroom. He attempted,
unsuccessfully, to smother the fire with towels before
alerting his roommates about the fire. They gathered their
belongings, called the fire department and then exited the
house.
A fire in an off-campus house killed three students
from Indiana University. There were four occupants in
the house at the time of the fire, and the lone survivor
was probably saved because the door to his bedroom
was closed at the time of the fire.
One victim was found in the living room while two of
the other victims were found on the second floor.
According to press reports the fire department
reported that the smoke detectors were working
because they could be heard in the background of the
911 call that was made from a cell phone from inside
of the building at 4:55 a.m.
At press time, the cause of the fire had not been
determined.

5/31/04

Purdue
University

West
Lafayette

IA

Academic laboratory

6/5/04

Murray State

Murray

KY

Greek -

The victims were Jacob Surface and Joseph
Alexander, both 21 years old and Nicholas Habicht,
20. All three students grew up together in
Greenwood, Indiana.
A shelf in a laboratory broke, causing the chemicals on the
shelf to be spilled. Approximately 1 to 1.5 liters of
formaldehyde and amine were spilled. Fire fighters
entered the laboratory wearing Level A hazardous
materials suits until the properties of the chemicals could
be determined.
A fire that was reported at 7:19 pm destroyed the PiKA
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fraternity house. The building was fully involved when the
fire department arrived on the scene. The building was
not equipped with an automatic fire sprinkler system. It is
unknown if there was a fire alarm system present. The
fire was reported to the 911 center by telephone.
According to Chief Stewart from the Murray Fire
Department, the cause of the fire was probably electrical
and started in an electrical room in the rear of the building.
When fire fighters arrived on the scene they attempted to
make an interior attack, but the fire had damaged the
ceiling and roof and they were forced to retreat and make
an exterior attack. The main part of the L-shaped building
was totally destroyed and the other section of the building
received significant water and smoke damage.

6/5/04

University of
Southern
Mississippi

Long Beach

MS

Unknown

The building had been shut down approximately three
weeks earlier and was vacant at the time of the fire.
A student had built a device to power the electric motor on
his bicycle and left the device to charge in the school’s
library while he ran errands. This resulted in the bomb
squad being dispatched to investigate, and as they were
preparing to destroy the device the student came forward.
According to press reports, the device was made up of
four batteries inside of a lead-coated pipe with foil ends
and red flashing light. Because of the lead coating on the
pipe the bomb squad was not able to determine what was
inside by using X-rays.
In addition to the device, nuclear fission manuals were
found nearby which added to the concerns about the
device. The campus was evacuated and eight agencies
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6/5/04

University of
Washington

Seattle

WA

Academic laboratory

6/16/04

University of
Michigan

Ann Arbor

MI

Off-campus

6/29/04

Clark Atlanta
University

Atlanta

GA

Academic laboratory

7/9/04

Brigham
Young
University

Provo

UT

Support

Keyword
s

Porch,
couch

Synopsis
were involved in the incident, including the FBI, the
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms, the bomb
squad from the Biloxi Police Department and several other
agencies. According to the FBI, the different agencies
worked together “seamlessly.”
A student was injured in a minor explosion in a laboratory.
He was working with pentane when the explosion
occurred. He received minor burns and was transported
to Harborview Medical Center for treatment.
A fire at 4:00 a.m. destroyed a three-story house, injuring
several university football players, a female basketball
player, and two firefighters. At least 12 people were in the
house when the fire started. The fire might have started on
a couch located on the porch before spreading to the rest
of the house. The house value was estimated at
$300,000, with contents estimated at $100,000. Cause of
the fire remains under investigation.
200 students and faculty were evacuated from the Clark
Atlanta University science center and surrounding
buildings around 2:30 p.m. upon the discovery of several
containers of dried picric acid. Picric acid solidifies with
age, creating a substance equivalent to dynamite. A
private contracting crew rendered the chemical safe, and
students were allowed back into the science center by
5:00 p.m.
At 3:40 a.m., fire broke out at Brigham Young University’s
Ground Materials Handling Facility. Two tractors, several
open storage cases of recycled cardboard, and compost
burned. Estimated replacement cost of the tractors is
$20,000 for the first tractor and $10,000 for the second.
The shed sustained minimal damage, due to the metal
roof and metal supports.
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7/9/04

University of
New Orleans

New Orleans

LA

Academic

7/9/04

University of
New Orleans

New Orleans

LA

Residence
hall

7/28/04

California
State
University

Los Angeles

CA

Academic laboratory

7/31/04

Texas A&M
University

College
Station

TX

2

Residence
hall-family
Housing

Keyword
s

fatal

Synopsis
Graffiti found at the site suggests a link to vandalism in the
BYU horse barns six weeks prior. The Animal Liberation
Front, a radical animal rights group, claimed responsibility
for the vandalism, but has not claimed responsibility for
the shed fire.
A fire at 2:43 p.m. erupted in an elevator shaft of the
Liberal Arts building of the Lakeshore Campus, resulting in
evacuation. No one was injured, and firefighters brought
the fire under control shortly after 3:15 p.m. Investigators
concluded that the fire began in a hydraulic pump in the
elevator shaft.
A transformer caught fire at Bienville Hall. The dormitory
was evacuated and firefighters cut the power to the
building and put out the fire.
A glass nitric acid container exploded in a science
laboratory during class shortly after 9 p.m. Nothing was
ignited, and nobody was harmed by the acid in the blast.
Three students were transported to a local hospital for
treatment of minor injuries. Firefighters contained the
gallon of spilled acid. The science building was evacuated.
The blast posed no threat to the neighboring community.
An explosion at 9:20 p.m. killed a four-year-old girl,
and critically injured her mother and grandparents.
One apartment was engulfed in flames, while
surrounding apartments sustained light smoke
damage. Firefighters extinguished the blaze in
minutes. The explosion remains under investigation,
but some residents reported smelling natural gas
before the incident. Residents share gas and
electricity in the building, which was built in 1959, so
all fourteen residents were temporarily displaced from
their homes.
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On August 2, as maintenance workers for the
university worked to replace the natural gas lines for
the site of the explosion, they struck another gas line,
releasing gas into the air. Residents were evacuated
again. No one was injured and the gas did not ignite.
9/6/04
The mother of a doctoral student succumbed to
injuries she suffered on July 31, 2004 when the
apartment where she was visiting her son exploded.
In addition to the mother, Rabeya Chaundhury, the
student’s four year old daughter, Lamiya Zahin, died
earlier from her injuries on August 2.

8/5/04

Oregon State
University

Corvallis

OR

Academic
– sprinkler
save

8/5/04

University of
Virginia

Charlottesville

VA

Greek fraternity

8/6/04

Worcester
Polytechnic
Institute

Worcester

MA

Greek fraternity

sprinkler
save

A 7:30 a.m. fire erupted on the second floor of Milam Hall,
which houses the history, human development, and family
sciences departments. Firefighters found flames coming
through a second-floor window, and quickly doused them.
Fire sprinklers limited the fire’s spread to a four-foot
section of a laboratory station and test equipment. Cause
of the fire remains under investigation.
Gasoline from a gas can being stored in a house closet
was poured over the floor and furniture in an occupied
fraternity house. Residents of Kappa Alpha fraternity were
wakened shortly after 11:00 p.m. and as they were
proceeding downstairs they heard someone running away
from the building.
A fire in the Sigma Pi fraternity house displaced five
students and caused heavy damage to the third floor and
attic. An alumnus was outside of the building when he
heard the alarm sounding and entered the building twice
in an attempt to locate the fire. He then discharged two
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8/10/04

Grace College

Winona Lake

IN

Residence
hall

8/10/04

University of
Louisiana

Lafayette

LA

Off-campus

8/19/04

Savannah
College of
Art and
Design

Savannah

GA

8/21/04

Colorado
State
University

Ft. Collins

CO

Riots

8/22/04

University of
Tennessee

West Knoxville

TN

Off-campus

1

Offcampus

Keyword
s

fatal

Synopsis
fire extinguishers on the fire in an attempt to control it
while a resident notified 911. A second alarm was needed
for the fire department to bring the fire under control.
(WPI is home to a doctoral program in fire protection
engineering.)
A residence hall that housed 18 students was completely
destroyed in a fire that was believed to be caused by
lightning. The fire was detected by firefighters who were
returning from a medical call and were passing by the
building. The residence hall was vacant at the time of the
fire.
The Lafayette Fire Department responded to a fire at 5:13
p.m. The house was not occupied at the time of the fire.
The cause of the fire has not been determined. There was
smoke damage throughout the house, and significant
damage to the back bedroom. The owners rent the house
to college students.
A college student died as the result of smoke
inhalation due to a 3:30 a.m. fire at her home. Older
construction may have contributed to spread of
smoke and fire. A cigarette appears to be the cause of
the fire.
Seven students were expelled and fifteen students were
placed on probation after two early-morning riots in the
city. Estimates of 500-1000 people participated in the
melee. Alcohol and drugs appear to be related to the initial
cause of the riots. Fires were set in the street, a tree was
set on fire, and a car was overturned. The damage from is
estimated to be thousands of dollars.
Fire broke out at 4:55 am in a 24-unit apartment complex,
and destroyed a three-story building where students from
the University of Tennessee lived. The fire is believed to
have started in the middle of an upper-floor apartment.
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Three firefighters were injured by debris, but no residents
were injured. The cause remains under investigation.

8/27/04

University of
Mississippi

Oxford

MS

3

Greek fraternity

8/29/04

Howard
University

Washington

DC

Support

8/30/04

Emory
University

Atlanta

GA

Support

8/30/04

Ohio
University

Athens

OH

Academic laboratory

fatal

sprinkler
save

Another building in the same complex had been destroyed
by fire five years ago.
A fire broke out at approximately 4:30 a.m. and
claimed the lives of three students. Twenty-one other
residents were safely evacuated and the fire was
declared under control at 12 p.m. Residents have
been moved to alternative housing. The building
lacked fire sprinklers. The cause of the fire remains
under investigation. According to media reports, the
house had undergone a routine fire inspection Aug.
17 that found problems including a lack of fire
extinguishers in the kitchen area, paint stored in the
basement and doors blocked with mattresses. No
citation was issued to the fraternity.
Two fires on the Howard University campus appear
suspicious. Flames broke out around 5:30 p.m. in two
storage rooms in one building on campus. The building is
used primarily for storage. This is the second time fire
reported in the building within a month. The cause
remains under investigation, including arson by local
transients. A damage estimate isn't yet available.
A fire on the third floor of the Dobbs University Center was
the cause of $2,000 water damage and also of a brief
evacuation of the building. The fire started when a welder
opened a gas line that apparently had not been turned off,
and a large flame shot out. The fire department traced the
source of the smoke to the third-floor kitchen, where
sprinklers had been activated.
A research building was evacuated when Columbia Gas
found dangerously high levels of carbon monoxide inside.
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8/31/04
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Georgetown
University

City

Washington

State

DC

Fatalitie
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Residence
hall

8/31/04

University of
California
Davis

Davis

CA

Academic laboratory

9/1/04

Texas A&M
University

College
Station

TX

Academic laboratory

Keyword
s

Synopsis
The gas came from the OU laboratory. The research
center had an apparatus for using natural gas, which was
not adjusted properly. One reading of carbon monoxide
that had been taken after the building had been ventilated
was 146, with 20 being safe. Several tenants were found
to have excessively high carbon monoxide levels,
including a mother and 10-year-old daughter.
A candle burning too close to a curtain caught fire in an
eight-floor residence hall. A student outside of the room,
which was unoccupied at the time of the fire, smelled the
smoke and activated the building’s fire alarm system.
Approximately 250 students were evacuated for an hour
and a half, but no one was hurt. Fire was confined to one
room.
The building was equipped with an automatic fire sprinkler
system in the common areas only. The individual rooms
were not equipped with any sprinklers. The rooms were
also equipped with single-station, battery operated smoke
alarms.
A can of Nitrogen Oxide heated up in a storage cabinet,
which popped the lid, melted the bag, and released an
amber-colored gas into the air. Firefighters arrived in levelA HAZMAT gear and assisted in opening hoods and
clearing the air. Classes for the day were cancelled as a
precaution. No one was injured.
Two Texas A&M University laboratory assistants suffered
minor burns after spilling a mixture of chemicals—
chloroform, phenol, alcohol and sulfuric acid— while
working in a sixth-floor laboratory of the Heep Building on
campus. The container fell and broke, spilling the
chemicals. The entire sixth floor was temporarily
evacuated for a few hours while crews assisted the
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Tufts
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9/6/04

Pensacola
Christian
College

Pensacola

FL

Residence
hall

9/7/04

Boston
College

Chestnut Hill

MA

Residence
hall

Keyword
s

porch

Synopsis
College Station Fire Department in the cleanup effort,
which took about 2 1/2 hours.
Fire started around 4:30 am in a condominium complex
that housed a number of Boston University students.
Heavy fire from three floors claimed the life of one woman,
Virginia Brereton who was a professor at Tufts University
in Medford. Her husband was critically injured in the fire.
The fire was reportedly started by a candle on a porch on
the first floor. According to press reports the woman, who
was sleeping on the porch at the time of the fire, first
attempted to extinguish the fire with a blanket and then
ran into the kitchen to get some water. The fire then
spread up the exterior of the three-story building and into
the units on each level. When fire fighters arrived on the
scene the building was heavily involved in fire. It was
reported that the woman was found on a landing and the
male was found in the bedroom by fire fighters. The
occupants from the second-story unit were not home at
the time of the fire.
Shortly after 5 p.m., approximately 200 Pensacola
Christian College students were evacuated from the 10story residence hall when motor belts on a heating and
cooling unit caught fire and filled the building with smoke.
There was no fire damage other than the burned motor
belts.
An electrical fire at 8:30 p.m. caused the evacuation of a
high-rise residence hall. The fire was caused when as
student plugged a light fixture into a wall outlet.
According to officials the occupant had been attempting to
plug the light into a surge suppressor, which kept tripping.
Believing that the surge suppressor was defective, the
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occupant then plugged the light fixture directly into the wall
outlet. The cord apparently was defective or damaged
and short-circuited, emitting smoke.
The roommate traveled to the lobby to find a fire
extinguisher and returned to the suite to use it, but it had
been discharged earlier, probably due to vandalism.
Reportedly the roommate passed several extinguishers on
the way, including the one that was located in the suite.

9/7/04

Lake Forest
College

Lake Forest

IL

Residence
hall

The building where the fire occurred is equipped with an
automatic fire sprinkler system, but it did not activate
because the fire self-extinguished.
An electrical cord pinched between a dresser and wall
generated enough heat to cause a fire that gutted a
dormitory room just before 8 p.m. No one was injured in
the fire, which occurred in a room on the ground floor, but
it caused at least $20,000 in damage, destroying the
room. The fire was confined to the room of origin and
adjacent rooms had smoke damage.
Two students on the third floor heard a smoke detector
and contacted the fire department, which put out a call to
other fire departments for assistance. A resident assistant
activated the building fire alarm system, which called the
Lake Forest fire department directly. Many students were
out of the building at the time.
The 40-year-old dormitory was not equipped with an
automatic fire sprinkler system, but school officials stated
that each room is hard-wired with a ceiling smoke
detector. The college will eventually install a sprinkler
system in Gregory Hall as part of a multiyear effort to
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9/10/04

Smith College

Northampton

MA

Off-campus

9/15/04

Cornell
University

Ithaca

NY

Academic laboratory

9/16/04

University of
Pittsburgh

Pittsburgh

PA

Academic

Keyword
s

Synopsis
renovate each of the school's nine dormitories. Three
residence halls have been completed at this time. All
renovations are scheduled to be completed before 2013,
which is the deadline for colleges to install sprinklers in
residence halls according to the Fire Sprinkler Dormitory
Act signed into law in August.
Fire broke out around 5:00 a.m. in an abandoned offcampus house owned by Smith College. The house first
burned in March, and displaced faculty and students,
causing $250,000 in damage. The four-family home was
unoccupied, with no gas or electric service at the time of
the second fire. The building had an ongoing problem with
vagrants. The fire was not extinguished until 8:00 a.m. and
the fire department couldn’t enter, based on damage from
the previous fire. Additionally, the house was boarded up
and fire fighters had trouble getting at the fire. Two fire
fighters were injured. The cause of the fire is arson and
the house has since been demolished.
A chemical spill forced the evacuation of nearly 20 people
from the Boyce Thompson Institute for Plant Research on
Tower Road on the Cornell University campus when a
researcher in one of the building's laboratories dropped
about a liter of ethylene diamine, a corrosive chemical.
Ethylene diamine can cause burns to any area of contact,
is harmful if swallowed, inhaled or absorbed through skin,
irritating to eyes and respiratory tract and may affect the
liver and kidneys. No injuries were reported.
Pittsburgh firefighters responded to Salk Hall just before 1
a.m. after a custodian reported the presence of smoke in
the building to police. After spending several hours
searching the building for the source of the smoke with no
results, a thermal-imaging camera was used to determine
the location of the fire. A pocket of heat was found
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9/20/04

University of
Maryland

College Park

MD

Off-campus

9/24/04

Michigan
State
University

East Lansing

MI

Off-campus

10/1/04

Iowa State
University

Ames

IA

Residence
hall

Keyword
s

Porch,
couch

Synopsis
smoldering in the building's roof, indicating that the fire
may have been related to construction work on the roof.
The fire department opened the roof, and the smoldering
fire was exposed to oxygen, causing it to break out and
spread. Fire fighters immediately extinguished the fire. No
classes were cancelled, and the school did not close any
part of the building as a result of the fire. The cause of fire
is still being investigated.
Authorities believe arson is the cause of a house fire,
which occurred just before 5 a.m. The fire started at the
front door of the home. Everyone escaped injury, and
though the damage will likely exceed the fire department's
initial damage estimate of $3,000, the house can still be
occupied.
Up to 12 people were left homeless after fire swept
through an off-campus apartment complex, which
destroyed two units. At 5:40 a.m., fire blazed through an
apartment building near Michigan State University. One
student resident of the duplex tried to jump from the
second story balcony on the backside of the building. He
hurt his back and was taken to the hospital. The fire
started in a couch on a porch, but investigators still are
trying to determine exactly how. The duplex affected by
the fire has been totally destroyed. The 8-10 people living
inside lost all of their possessions. Officials also are
investigating whether the individual units housed more
than the four occupants they were licensed for, since six
of the eight units had evidence of five people in each unit.
Iowa State University Police, together with the Ames Fire
Department and Iowa State's Environmental Health and
Safety team, successfully disposed of a potentially
hazardous bottle at 2:03 p.m. A Department of Residence
staff member reported a suspicious bottle that was sitting
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10/1/04

University of
Alabama

Tuscaloosa

AL

Greeksorority

10/05/04

University of
California

Berkeley

CA

Supportrecycling
shed

10/10/04

University of
Massachusett
s

Amherst

MA

Off-campus

Keyword
s

Synopsis
near a window at the student apartment complex. When
officers arrived, they found that the bottle appeared to be
under pressure. One officer who had training in dealing
with hazardous materials used a pellet rifle to relieve the
pressure. Preliminary tests done after the disposal
showed this "MacGyver bomb" had been filled with a
caustic agent that had caused the excess pressure. ISU
Police also found another bottle in a nearby trash can that
showed traces of a caustic substance.
A mattress fire started around 9 p.m. in Alpha Omicron Pi
house. The fire seemed to be concentrated at the back of
the house and was not visible from the front. Firefighters
placed large fans at the front to alleviate smoke problems.
There were no injuries, and paramedics did not respond to
the call. The 22 members and housemother who live in
the house escaped without injury. The cause of the fire is
unknown.
Flames threatened one of Berkeley’s most venerable
architectural landmarks when an arsonist ignited a
recycling shed adjacent to the Julia Morgan Theater. The
fire was reported at 6:30 a.m. Fire totally demolished the
eight-by-ten-foot shed where recyclables were stored, and
caused minor damage to the front exterior and several
windows of the theater. Damage is estimated around
$15,000.
Two separate fires at two separate apartment complexes
near campus are attributed to arson. The first occurred at
9:37 p.m., when fire fighters responded to a report of
smoke in a vacant apartment in a student apartment
complex. The building was evacuated and a small fire in
the bathroom was extinguished quickly. Damage was
estimated at $1000. There were no injuries and no one
was displaced in the incident. The fire was determined as
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started deliberately.

10/11/04

Lincoln
College

Lincoln

IL

Support

10/12/04

University of
Tennessee

Martin

TN

Residence
hall

The second fire broke out an hour later, at 10:22 p.m. in a
storage bin in the basement of a North Amherst apartment
complex. Fire crews extinguished the blaze in the
basement, but had to cut open walls to put out minor fires
that spread upward. No one was injured, but electrical
utilities for the entire building were damaged by the
intense heat. The fire displaced all 21 units of the building.
Displaced residents had to stay with family, friends, and
Red Cross volunteers due to the shortage of hotel rooms
in the region. The second fire was also determined as
arson. These fires follow a series of small arson fires in
off-campus student apartments in the last month.
Lincoln College's plant operation building, which served as
the maintenance hub, burned to the ground just before 2
p.m. No one was directly injured as a result of the fire,
although some firefighters suffered minor injuries from
fighting the flames. At least 40 firefighters battled the
blaze for over two hours before the flames were entirely
contained. The building contained hazardous items such
as cleaning supplies, propane tanks, and aerosol cans.
Several vehicles were destroyed in the fire as well. A
preliminary figure estimates the damage at $750,000. The
cause of the fire is unknown at this time.
Students evacuated Browning Hall after trash bins on the
south side of the building caught on fire. A resident
assistant first identified the fire, when he noticed a burning
smell as he took his trash to the trash chute. He notified
Public Safety and began to put out the fire using fire
extinguishers. When the R.A. noticed the fire, no fire
alarms had sounded and the sprinkler system in the trash
chute was not dispersing water. Moments later, the fire
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alarm sounded and resident assistants evacuated the
building. A university police officer was treated for smoke
inhalation and released. Two residence hall student staff
members also received precautionary treatment. No other
injuries were reported.

10/17/04

10/21/04

Georgetown
University

State

Washington

Brockport

DC

NY

1

Offcampus

Off-

fatal

The cafeteria was opened to shelter the students.
Investigators cite the possible cause of fire as a hot light
bulb that had been dropped in the trash chute. A total
damage estimate was not available at this time. Browning
Hall houses 434 residents.
A senior in the business school died in a two-alarm
fire in a rowhouse, where he lived in the basement.
Firefighters responded to the blaze just after 9 a.m.
Metal bars were welded to the basement’s windows,
exit doors were blocked, and the basement did not
have smoke detectors. Faulty electrical wiring leading
from the furnace was initially determined as the cause
of the fire. However, during a subsequent
investigation conducted several weeks after the initial
one, the determination was that the area of origin was
in the living space and a possible cause of the fire
was thought to be either candles or smoking
materials. The other five students who lived in the
rowhouse escaped unharmed. Damages are estimated
at approximately $35,000.
This was the second electrical fire in the past month
in the same block. The first, which severely damaged
a rowhouse several doors down from this fire, started
in the basement, and was caused by a malfunctioning
switchbox.
Students called the gas & electric company at 12:24 a.m.
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Campus

10/23/04

James
Madison
University

Harrisonburg

VA

OffCampus

10/27/04

Rutgers
University

New
Brunswick

NJ

Support –
dining
services

Keyword
s

Synopsis
to report a leak. The gas company contacted the local fire
department. Fire fighters discovered a combination of
carbon monoxide and furnace exhaust escaping into the
house. In parts of the house, carbon monoxide was tested
at 900 parts per million. Carbon monoxide can be lethal at
250 parts per million. There were no smoke detectors or
carbon monoxide detectors in the house, although both
had been present during the building inspection for
occupancy certification in December of 2002. Six students
were treated at a nearby hospital, and then discharged.
Temporary housing was found for the students. The house
is closed until repairs are made and the house is
reinspected.
At 8:32 p.m., fire was started by a jack-o-lantern in a
window, which had caught a curtain on fire. Both of the
students home at the time escaped uninjured. The fire
spread quickly, causing $50,000 – $60,000 worth of
damage. Water damage and roof damage affected
neighboring units.
A can of Sterno cooking fuel that was keeping food warm
ignited holiday decorations, a tablecloth, and a curtain in
the President's Dining Room on the third floor at 6:30 p.m.
Smoke alarms prompted the evacuation of the building.
No one was injured. Fire fighters put out the fire, but were
called back to the scene at 12:20 a.m. Hot spots rekindled
and smoke was pouring out of the top floor windows. The
cleaning crew that was working in the building was
evacuated.
The upstairs dining room and adjacent kitchen had
extensive structural damage. The 78,813-square-foot
building will be closed indefinitely because of extensive
smoke, water and fire damage. Temporary dining quarters
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10/31/04

University of
Colorado

Boulder

CO

Riot

10/31/04

University of
Wisconsin

Madison

WI

Riot

11/04/04

Pennsylvania
State
University

State College

PA

OffCampus

Keyword
s

Synopsis
have been made for students in a recreation building.
More than 1,000 people rioted on University Hill, perhaps
in response to police shutting down a block party. Vehicles
were overturned and vandalized, newspaper racks were
burned, and cars were set on fire. Four policemen were
injured in the melee. The S.W.A.T. team was called in,
rubber bullets were fired, and pepper spray was released
to disperse the crowd. Minor injuries were treated by local
fire fighters.
An estimated 75,000 people rioted in the streets when a
Halloween celebration got out of control. Police in riot gear
dispersed the crowd by firing pepper spray into a crowd in
response to a street fire and the crowd throwing bricks at
police. Approximately 250 people were arrested for city
ordinance violations. 82 of the 250 arrested were nonWisconsin residents. Stores were looted, store windows
were damaged, and street signs and lights were
demolished. About 15 to 20 people were treated by the
Madison Fire Department for exposure to pepper spray.
There were no other reports of physical injury.
A kitchen fire in an off-campus house in State College, PA
seriously injured a student from Penn State University.
Three tenants were home when the fire started in an iron
skillet with an oversized lid. The injured tenant attempted
to fan out the flames with a dish towel and then placed the
skillet in the sink and turned on the water causing the fire
to splash out of the pan injuring the tenant. The injured
tenant received second degree burns and deep tissue
injuries to his hands and wrists.
The fire was contained to the kitchen with minor damage
to the cabinets, hood and walls. The house is a duplex of
combustible construction with interconnected smoke
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11/04/04

Tuskegee
University

Tuskegee

AL

Academic

11/07/04

Pratt Institute

Brooklyn

NY

Residence
hall

11/15/04

University of
Minnesota/Dul
uth

Duluth

MN

Academic

11/16/04

Purdue
University

West
Lafayette

IN

Academic

Keyword
s

Synopsis
alarms on all levels and in the bedrooms. There was not a
fire extinguisher as required by local codes for rental
properties. There were no sprinklers.
Fire was reported by a student at 4:25 p.m. in a barn that
was converted into a classroom building on campus. The
fire may have started in the ceiling of the structure. The
barn collapsed at one point during the fire and campus
police evacuated nearby buildings. The cause of the fire
remains under investigation.
Fire started in a two-story dormitory building at 4:02 p.m.
The fire was out by 4:28 p.m. Eighty students were
evacuated, and two fire fighters sustained minor injuries.
The cause remains under investigation.
Vandals entered the new, $33 million James I. Swenson
Science Building that was still under construction and
broke windows, discharged fire extinguishers and
damaged mechanical equipment. Most damage,
however, was caused by turning on water faucets on the
third floor of the building's research wing. When workers
discovered the damage around 5 a.m. Monday, they found
standing water on the building's first, second and third
floors.
The university offered $20,000 for information leading to
the arrest and conviction of the person or persons
responsible. It later released security-camera video
showing two people, at a distance, climbing an outside
stairway to the building and entering. Investigators
identified three boys as suspects Wednesday night. The
boys are juveniles, so their identities have not been
released.
A morning fire destroyed the aquaculture research and
training center, setting back research on wild fish
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Academic laboratory

11/17/04

University of
Hartford

West Hartford

CT

Residence
hall

11/22/04

Franklin &

Lancaster

PA

Greek -

Keyword
s

Synopsis
preservation. No one was injured in the fire, which also
ruined tanks and scientific equipment in the $1 million
building, which opened in 1992.
Animal rights activists are suspected in vandalism at the
University’s Seashore hall and Spence Laboratories late
Saturday or early Sunday. Vandals took an unspecified
number of mice, rats, and other animals, and damaged
more than 30 computers. Numerous chemicals were
dumped throughout the building. The department gave
HAZMAT cleanup crews a 20-page list of chemicals
contained in the laboratories. Chemicals have to be
identified before being removed. Each substance is
cleaned and removed differently. Damages are estimated
at $1 million.
Authorities have no suspects. The FBI is investigating
whether the Iowa incident is linked to the fire at Purdue
University and the vandalism at the University of
Minnesota Duluth.
Fire broke out at 8:40 p.m. in Poe Building, a dormitory on
campus, which houses 68 students. A large fire started in
a first-floor dorm room, and smoke triggered the fire
alarms. Public safety officers went door-to-door and
evacuated the building. One public safety officer was later
treated for smoke inhalation. The building was not
equipped with automatic fire sprinklers. The fire was
brought under control by the West Hartford fire
department and no one was injured. The cause of fire
remains under investigation but arson has been ruled out.
Because the dormitory will remain closed until midJanuary to allow for repairs, the University has arranged
alternative housing for the displaced students.
The Delta Sigma Phi house was condemned for
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11/30/04

University of
Georgia

Athens

GA

Greek fraternity

11/30/04

University of

Athens

GA

Greek -
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unsanitary conditions on November 22, after more than
100 students were cited by police for underage drinking
after breaking up a party on November 20. The fraternity
house basement had 168 people in it, nearly doubling the
maximum occupancy of 95, lacked working smoke alarms,
and was "not fit for habitation." City inspectors gave the
students two days to clean up the house, and to date, the
house remains condemned.
The Kappa Sigma house was condemned on November
24, when the city cut the power to the house due to late
payment of an electric bill. When the back-up system
powering the building’s smoke detectors failed, the alarm
company automatically alerted the local fire department.
The students had already left for Thanksgiving break.
Without working smoke alarms, the building stood in
violation of city fire codes, so the housing inspectors
condemned the building. Students returned early from
break to clean up the house by removing trash, general
scrubbing, and paying overdue trash bills. The house was
re-inspected by the city and reopened November 29.
During a ceremony, a 21-year-old member of Lambda Chi
Alpha fraternity accidentally set himself on fire at 3:30 a.m.
while speaking at a podium which was lit by a gas lamp
and supported a bottle of Everclear. The student’s clothing
came in contact with the alcohol, and was then set on fire
from the lamp. Other students put out the fire with a fire
extinguisher and doused the burn victim with water and
ice. He was flown to a local burn treatment facility and
treated for second-degree burns. Local police and fire
departments investigated and determined that no laws
were broken.
During a ceremony, a 21-year-old member of Lambda Chi
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Georgia

12/7/04

12/7/04

University of
Maryland

University of
Maryland

College Park

College Park

MD

MD

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y
fraternity

Keyword
s

Residence
hall –
sprinkler
save

sprinkler
save

Residence
hall –
sprinkler
save

Synopsis
Alpha fraternity accidentally set himself on fire at 3:30 a.m.
while speaking at a podium which was lit by a gas lamp
and supported a bottle of Everclear. The student’s clothing
came in contact with the alcohol, and was then set on fire
from the lamp. Other students put out the fire with a fire
extinguisher and doused the burn victim with water and
ice. He was flown to a local burn treatment facility and
treated for second-degree burns. Local police and fire
departments investigated and determined that no laws
were broken.
Two kitchen fires occurred within four days in separate
apartment complexes.
The first was started at 11:15 p.m. when occupants were
heating oil to make donuts. The second fire occurred at
12:45 a.m. when an occupant left a pan of oil unattended
on the stove. In both cases, a sprinkler located in the
kitchen extinguished the fire. There were no injuries in
either fire. Fire damage was limited to the cabinets above
the stoves. The occupants of the apartments where the
fires occurred were displaced until repairs were made.

sprinkler
save

A small number of other occupants were displaced until
water was cleaned up and electrical systems were
determined to be in safe condition.
Two kitchen fires occurred within four days in separate
apartment complexes.
The first was started at 11:15 p.m. when occupants were
heating oil to make donuts. The second fire occurred at
12:45 a.m. when an occupant left a pan of oil unattended
on the stove. In both cases, a sprinkler located in the
kitchen extinguished the fire. There were no injuries in
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12/12/04

Eastern
Wyoming
College

Torrington

WY

Residence
hall

12/12/04

Eastern
Wyoming
College

Torrington

WY

Residence
hall

12/12/04

University of
Tennessee

Chattanooga

TN

Residence
hall –
sprinkler
save

sprinkler
save

12/12/04

University of
Tennessee

Chattanooga

TN

Residence
hall –
sprinkler
save

sprinkler
save

12/18/04

Millersville

Millersville

PA

Academic

Synopsis
either fire. Fire damage was limited to the cabinets above
the stoves. The occupants of the apartments where the
fires occurred were displaced until repairs were made. A
small number of other occupants were displaced until
water was cleaned up and electrical systems were
determined to be in safe condition.
A small bathroom fire broke out in a campus student
apartment. Four students were recognized for their quick
thinking, as two students alerted other residents, one
student called 911, and another student used a fire
extinguisher to put out the fire. There were no injuries, but
students were moved to alternative housing as a
precaution.
A small bathroom fire broke out in a campus student
apartment. Four students were recognized for their quick
thinking, as two students alerted other residents, one
student called 911, and another student used a fire
extinguisher to put out the fire. There were no injuries, but
students were moved to alternative housing as a
precaution.
A chair caught on fire on the third floor of a campus
student apartment building at 11:30 p.m. A student
discovered the fire and used a portable fire extinguisher.
The fire also activated the sprinkler system. The cause
appears to be accidental, and may be linked to cigarette
smoking.
A chair caught on fire on the third floor of a campus
student apartment building at 11:30 p.m. A student
discovered the fire and used a portable fire extinguisher.
The fire also activated the sprinkler system. The cause
appears to be accidental, and may be linked to cigarette
smoking.
University police were on the scene at 11:12 a.m., when
Page 180

Information compiled by Campus Firewatch ©2012 www.campus-firewatch.com ecomeau@campus-firewatch.com

Campus Incidents January 2000 to March 4, 2011
Sorted by Date
Unless otherwise indicated, this information was compiled from media sources and was not verified.

Date

School

City

State

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y

University

12/18/04

Millersville
University

Millersville

PA

Residence
hall

Keyword
s

Synopsis
heavy black smoke filled the first floor of the partially
occupied dormitory, Bard Hall. Eventually the fire went to
a 3rd alarm bringing a total of 8 engines, 3 trucks, 4
rescues, and an air unit to the scene. The first arriving
engine crew secured a water source and quickly threw a
ladder to rescue one student who was trapped in his room
on the fire floor. Another student trapped on the fire floor
jumped 12 feet from his window to escape from the
fire. While only one room was heavily damaged by the
flames, the entire first floor and some other portions of the
building were severely damaged by the heat, smoke,
soot, and other products of combustion. No one was
injured. The fire was traced to overloaded power strips
under a bed in the room of two students. Damage to the
building alone is estimated to be at least $250,000.00.
That figure will likely rise once personal belongings of the
students are factored in.
University police were on the scene at 11:12 a.m., when
heavy black smoke filled the first floor of the partially
occupied dormitory, Bard Hall. Eventually the fire went to
a 3rd alarm bringing a total of 8 engines, 3 trucks, 4
rescues, and an air unit to the scene. The first arriving
engine crew secured a water source and quickly threw a
ladder to rescue one student who was trapped in his room
on the fire floor. Another student trapped on the fire floor
jumped 12 feet from his window to escape from the
fire. While only one room was heavily damaged by the
flames, the entire first floor and some other portions of the
building were severely damaged by the heat, smoke,
soot, and other products of combustion. No one was
injured. The fire was traced to overloaded power strips
under a bed in the room of two students. Damage to the
building alone is estimated to be at least $250,000.00.
Page 181

Information compiled by Campus Firewatch ©2012 www.campus-firewatch.com ecomeau@campus-firewatch.com

Campus Incidents January 2000 to March 4, 2011
Sorted by Date
Unless otherwise indicated, this information was compiled from media sources and was not verified.

Date

School

City

State

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y

Keyword
s

12/19/04

Montclair
State
University

Montclair

NJ

Residence
hall –
sprinkler
save

sprinkler
save

12/19/04

Montclair
State
University

Montclair

NJ

Residence
hall –
sprinkler
save

sprinkler
save

12/21/04

Texas A&M
University

College State

TX

Academic

12/21/04

Texas A&M
University

College
Station

TX

Exterior

12/22/04

New York
University

New York

NY

Residence
hall

Synopsis
That figure will likely rise once personal belongings of the
students are factored in.
At 01:09 a.m. fire was reported in Bohn Hall, a 16-story
resident life building. The fire was on the 11th floor in a
laundry room. The fire started in a garbage can and was
extinguished by the building sprinkler system. The cause
of the fire is believed to be from burnt popcorn being
discarded into the garbage can in the laundry room.
At 01:09 a.m. fire was reported in Bohn Hall, a 16-story
resident life building. The fire was on the 11th floor in a
laundry room. The fire started in a garbage can and was
extinguished by the building sprinkler system. The cause
of the fire is believed to be from burnt popcorn being
discarded into the garbage can in the laundry room.
Fire started at 12:45 p.m. behind the Nuclear Science
Center on the Texas A&M University campus. A university
worker was cutting a piece of metal with a torch, and a
piece of hot metal fell and may have ignited the dry grass.
The fire burned for 1 1/2 hours before crews got it under
control. No injuries were reported and no nearby
structures were threatened.
Fire started at 12:45 p.m. behind the Nuclear Science
Center on the Texas A&M University campus. A university
worker was cutting a piece of metal with a torch, and a
piece of hot metal fell and may have ignited the dry grass.
The fire burned for 1 1/2 hours before crews got it under
control. No injuries were reported and no nearby
structures were threatened.
Fire started around 1:30 p.m. at a construction site
adjacent to Thirteenth Street's north tower, caused no
damage to the residence hall, but water used by the
firefighters to extinguish the neighboring fire caused some
minor damage to some walls in the dorm's basement and
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12/22/04

New York
University

New York

NY

Residence
hall

12/23/04

Vanderbilt
University

Nashville

TN

OffCampus

12/23/04

Vanderbilt
University

Nashville

TN

Off-campus

12/27/04

Natchez
College

Natchez

MS

Unknown

Keyword
s

Synopsis
stairwells. The dorm is home for 50 students, and the
university closed the building for four days. While no one
was injured, noxious smelling smoke lingered for days in
the building.
Fire started around 1:30 p.m. at a construction site
adjacent to Thirteenth Street's north tower, caused no
damage to the residence hall, but water used by the
firefighters to extinguish the neighboring fire caused some
minor damage to some walls in the dorm's basement and
stairwells. The dorm is home for 50 students, and the
university closed the building for four days. While no one
was injured, noxious smelling smoke lingered for days in
the building.
A two-alarm fire engulfed a 25-unit apartment building
near campus at 2:00 p.m. No one was injured in the fire,
but the roof caved in, and all property was destroyed.
Several Vanderbilt engineering students lived in the
building. The university and the Red Cross provided
alternative housing for the families who lost their homes in
the blaze. The cause of the fire remains under
investigation.
A two-alarm fire engulfed a 25-unit apartment building
near campus at 2:00 p.m. No one was injured in the fire,
but the roof caved in, and all property was destroyed.
Several Vanderbilt engineering students lived in the
building. The university and the Red Cross provided
alternative housing for the families who lost their homes in
the blaze. The cause of the fire remains under
investigation.
Arson has been ruled out, but electrical systems remain
under investigation of a fire that started around 5:00 p.m.
Within an hour, the roof and north wall had collapsed.
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1/7/05

1/8/05
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Fatalitie
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Natchez
College

Natchez

MS

Academic

San Jose
State
University

San Jose

CA

Greek fraternity

Kutztown
University

Kutztown

PA

Residence
hall

Keyword
s

Synopsis
A fire fighter suffered a dislocated shoulder, which
resulted from a fall as fire fighters put out the raging fire.
The black college was constructed in the 1880’s, and was
closed in the 1994, but served as a historic landmark for
the area.
Arson has been ruled out, but electrical systems remain
under investigation of a fire that started around 5:00 p.m.
Within an hour, the roof and north wall had collapsed.
A fire fighter suffered a dislocated shoulder, which
resulted from a fall as fire fighters put out the raging fire.
The black college was constructed in the 1880’s, and was
closed in the 1994, but served as a historic landmark for
the area.
Thirty San Jose State University students were displaced
by a three-alarm fire that swept through the second floor
of the Delta Upsilon fraternity house at 12:49 a.m. The two
residents who tried to attack the fire with extinguishers as
they woke sleeping occupants were treated on the scene
for minor smoke inhalation and refused to go to a hospital.
One firefighter was treated and released after suffering a
minor eye injury during overhaul.
Investigators suspect the cause of the accidental blaze
was either a candle left burning in the room or a faulty
extension cord. Damage to the structure was estimated at
$200,000, with damage to contents estimated to be
$100,000. All nine of the residents who were home when
the fire broke out escaped the blaze without serious
injuries. (Students were on winter break at the time.) The
university has found housing for the fraternity’s 30
residents in a residence hall.
A fire that damaged more than 30 rooms in Deatrick Hall
residence hall was sparked by a student’s malfunctioning
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air purifier. No injuries were reported, but at least one
room was destroyed in the 4 a.m. blaze. Approximately 25
students were in the building at the time of the fire, and
they have been relocated to other rooms on campus.

1/8/05

University of
Missouri

Columbia

MO

Supportgarage

1/11/05

University of
Georgia

Athens

GA

Academic

1/12/05

Binghamton
University

Binghamton

NY

Greek fraternity

The fire started on the building’s fifth floor. A sprinkler
system saved the rooms from more extensive damage.
A caller using an emergency campus telephone reported a
vehicle fire in a university parking garage at 12:24 p.m.
When officers arrived, they found a body inside the car’s
trunk. The white, four-door Honda had not been reported
as stolen. The identity of the deceased has not been
released, and the case remains under investigation.
Classes were interrupted at 11:30 a.m. when smoke and
strong fumes spread through LeConte Hall. The building’s
fire alarm system was activated by a staff member, the
building evacuated, and the fire department arrived to
investigate. Maintenance workers had been welding some
pipes and had burnt surrounding insulation, causing the
insulation to smolder. Fire fighters used an exhaust fan to
remove smoke, and students returned to classes.
Fire broke out shortly after 7:30 a.m. at an off-campus
fraternity house, after the students had left for break. The
blaze started on the first floor in the rear of the house,
gutting the first floor and causing heavy smoke and water
damage on the second floor. Investigation into the fire
suggests the cause of the fire was arson, intended to
cover up multiple burglaries. All six of the second-floor
bedrooms appear to have had their electronics and
appliances stolen. Two fire fighters were injured in the
blaze. One fire fighter fell when stairs gave way; one
suffered burns to his hands. The building has an
estimated value of $35,000.
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1/16/05

Fisk
University

Nashville

TN

1/17/05

Columbia
University

New York

NY

Residence
hall

1/17/05

North Dakota
State
University

Fargo

ND

Residence
hall

Keyword
s

Synopsis
Fire started on the second floor of a four-story residence
hall at approximately 8 a.m. Burning incense was the
cause of the fire. There was a ten-minute delay between
when the smoke detectors went off and when the alarm
company received the call to dial the fire department. No
one was injured in the blaze, and only 25 students were
present for the fire, because of holiday break. Fire
inspectors cited the college for nine fire code violations
within the building. The residence hall was built in 1962,
and the residence hall is not equipped with automatic fire
sprinklers because it is grandfathered under fire codes.
A fire on the fourth floor of a dorm was reported by a
resident of the building across the street. The fire
department arrived on the scene at approximately 10:00
a.m. and extinguished the blaze, which was confined to
one room. No one was in the room at the time, and the
building was evacuated without incident. The residents,
approximately 140 undergraduate and graduate Columbia
University students and a few permanent tenants, were
allowed back inside before 10:30 am. The cause of the fire
has not been determined, but that it is possible that
electrical wires powering a small fan near a window had
caused some bedding to ignite.
January 17, 2005
Dormitory Fire
North Dakota State University
Fargo, North Dakota
A transformer fire around noon in Sevrinson Hall
temporarily displaced students from their dorm rooms. The
fire destroyed the transformer, while light smoke entered
the basement, first floor, and tunnel of the nine-story
residence hall. Students were evacuated from the
building while fire crews cleared out the smoke. The
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1/18/05

Boston
University

Boston

MA

Support

1/18/05

Catawba
College

Salisbury

NC

Residence
hall

Keyword
s

Synopsis
power company cut power to the building.
Fire was reported at 2:06 p.m. to 911 in the University
Credit Union office, stopping eastbound traffic on
Commonwealth Ave. for nearly two hours Monday
afternoon while Brookline and Boston Fire Departments
contained the blaze. No one was injured, but the fire
caused an estimated $30,000 worth of damage to the
building. The official cause was an electrical fault, and
firefighters on the scene speculated the fire started in the
bank's ATM vestibule and spread to the second floor. The
building is owned by Boston University and rented by the
Credit Union.
Two small fires set at a campus dormitory are suspicious
in nature. The first fire was discovered between 2 and 3
p.m. by a student walking in the lobby of Woodson
residence hall, who found sofa cushions on fire and
extinguished the fire.
Later that day, firefighters were again called to Woodson
residence hall where a laundry basket caught fire in the
fourth floor laundry room, setting off the fire alarm. About
50 students were evacuated while firefighters put out the
fire and ventilated the building. The causes of both fires
are suspicious and remain under investigation.

1/18/05

Riverside
Community
College

Riverside

CA

Academic

Catawba College is the location of a series of arson fires
that killed Andrew Grooms in October 2001.
Five classrooms were damaged in a fire that erupted
about 5 p.m. in the A.G. Paul Quadrangle building. The
blaze damaged a wall between a hallway and room, and
the fire had burned in the wall and moved into the attic.
The building was evacuated and no injuries were reported.
The cause of the fire remains under investigation.
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1/20/05

University of
Alaska

Fairbanks

AK

Occupanc
y
Off-campus

1/21/05

Penn State

State College

PA

Off-campus

Date

1/21/05

School

University of
Redlands

City

Redlands

State

CA

Fatalitie
s

Residence
hall

Keyword
s

Synopsis
A cabin fire broke out around 10:30 a.m., with the smell of
smoke awakening the student who lived there. The only
resident of the home, the student tried to put the fire out
himself with water, but was unsuccessful. He threw
valuable possessions outside onto the snow in the thirtydegrees-below-zero weather. The cabin, a roughly 16-foot
by 20-foot modified A-frame, sat among a handful of other
cabins. Firefighters had to pull hose down a winding trail
to reach the structure, which is tucked into the woods.
Soot buildup in the chimney appears to be the cause of
fire. Although there was no one injured in the blaze, the
fire completely destroyed the house, leaving
approximately $50,000 in damage and the student
homeless.
At 10:15 p.m., an individual advised fire fighters at the fire
station of a building fire two blocks from the headquarters
station. The engine company arrived with smoke showing
from the 3rd floor of a 3-story rooming house. The fire
was quickly extinguished and contained to the room of
origin. No one was home at the time where the fire began
and other tenants were evacuated. The fire started in a
trash can, most likely from careless disposal of smoking
materials. The function of the smoke detector is
unknown at this time.
The building is a 3-story rooming house. There are interconnected smoke detectors in the common areas and
battery-powered detectors in the rooming units. There
were no automatic fire sprinklers. (Information provided by
Tim Knisely, Centre Region Code Authority)
A 24-year-old senior entered Merriam Hall residence hall
near midnight, and put a carton of eggs inside the hall's
kitchen microwave. He left the microwave on for an
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extended period of time, sparking a fire that caused
almost $10,000 worth of damage. Campus officials found
alternative housing for the 100 students displaced by the
fire. After an afternoon cleaning and deodorizing the dorm,
the students were allowed to return by evening. The
rooms sustained minor damage, but the hall's kitchen and
common room remain closed with more extensive repairs
necessary. The cause of the fire was determined as
intentional.

1/22/05

1/25/05

Hobart and
William Smith
Colleges

Loyola
University

Geneva

Chicago

NY

IL

Greek fraternity

The unidentified student, who did not live in the dorm, had
been drinking pretty heavily at the time of the fire. He has
been placed on indefinite suspension by the school and
has returned home to Riverside County while local
authorities consider arson charges.
A fire was reported at the Chi Phi Fraternity house at
approximately 2:15 a.m. The cause of the fire, which
appears to have started on the third floor, is under
investigation by the local fire department. There was
significant damage to the third floor of the 88-year-old
structure, with smoke and water damage to the first and
second floors.

Residence
hall

All occupants of the house escaped without injury. The 11
residents of the house have been relocated and received
vouchers for clothing and essential items as well as books
and meals.
Bomb and arson investigators found matches and a
container with traces of gasoline at the scene of a highrise fire on campus. The fire broke out in a kitchen on the
second floor of the Jesuit Residence Building on North
Kenmore in Rogers Park. One person reported symptoms
of minor smoke inhalation. Smoke filled the second and
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1/26/05

University of
Maryland

College Park

MD

Riot

1/27/05

Penn State

State College

PA

Off-campus

Keyword
s

Synopsis
third floor of the building at 8:30 p.m., but crews put out
the fire in about 20 minutes. Fire fighters helped two
priests climb down a fire escape to safety. No one was
hurt in the fire.
About 1,500 students ran into the streets celebrating the
University of Maryland's basketball upset over Duke,
greeted by more than 100 police officers in riot gear and a
half -dozen on horseback. Students set a small pile of
cardboard boxes on fire at U.S. 1 and Knox Road, and
some threw beer bottles and set off fireworks. The crowd
remained under control through the efforts of city and
campus police.
At 4:52 a.m., tenants alerted by the building fire alarm
system found smoke on the 2nd floor of a 5-story
apartment building and called 9-1-1. Upon arrival of the
fire department they found a fire in a second floor
apartment. The occupant of the apartment had woke up
with her apartment filled with smoke. A candle had been
left burning on the computer desk when she fell asleep
around 11:10 p.m.. Although the apartment had a fire
extinguisher, the occupant got water from the kitchen in an
effort to extinguish the fire. The occupant did not call 911
to report the fire. The battery in the smoke detector had
been removed prior to the fire. The fire consumed the
computer table and some nearby combustibles. The
occupant was treated by EMS for smoke inhalation.
The building is a 5-story non-combustible structure with 82
apartments. There are single station smoke detectors in
each apartment and a manual and automatic fire alarm
system in the common areas. There is a dry stand-pipe
system but no sprinklers. (Information provided by Tim
Knisely, Centre Region Code Authority)
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1/30/05

School
Southwest
Baptist
University

City
Bolivar

State

Fatalitie
s

MO

1/30/05

University of
Nebraska

Lincoln

NE

1/31/05

University of
Vermont

Burlington

VT

Occupanc
y
Support –
student
union

Residence
hall

1

Off-campus

Keyword
s

Synopsis
Fire was first discovered by campus security officers who
were making their routine security checks on campus.
They noticed smoke coming from the roof of the Goodson
Student Union, which houses the Dining Commons. After
determining the smoke was coming from the ventilation
shaft over the grill in the Commons' kitchen, they called
911 at 10:53 p.m. The officers then used a fire
extinguisher to contain the fire. The cause of fire appears
to have been some towels that were removed from a dryer
and placed in their proper container. The towels eventually
smoldered and caught fire, igniting oils on the counter
above them.
Though the fire was in a confined area, there was a great
deal of damage. Much of the food stored in the kitchen
area was lost because the circuit breaker controlling the
electrical power to the kitchen's refrigerators had been
tripped, causing a loss of power and a de-thawing of
approximately $20,000 worth of food. The damages to the
kitchen were estimated at $10,000 to $15,000.
Brown water gushed into a residence hall after a student
accidentally struck a sprinkler head in his room. The water
originated in a room on the sixth floor and flowed into
three rooms on the sixth floor, then ran all the way down
into the lobby, leaking into rooms on several floors along
the eastern side of the building. The local fire department
evacuated parts of the building shortly after 7:45 p.m. and
shut off electricity to the affected rooms. Three rooms on
the sixth floor were uninhabitable, and those students
stayed with friends that night.
One person died and nine others were treated at local
hospitals for carbon monoxide poisoning at an apartment
building near campus. That morning a female occupant in
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the building woke up, briefly passed out and then went to
the campus' medical clinic. After being treated, the female
returned to her apartment. Smelling a funny odor and
sensing that something was wrong, the occupant called a
maintenance employee, who returned to the complex and
called 911. Two UVM police officers arrived and began
dragging sickened tenants from the building. In searching
the building, officers found one resident dead.
Approximately 200 residents, the vast majority of them
UVM students, were evacuated from the 11-building
complex. High levels of the gas were found in a second
building, as well. The next day, a third building was found
to contain elevated carbon monoxide levels also.
Investigators later determined the gas-fired hot-water
boiler backfired and blew out a section of ventilation pipe
that connects the furnace to the outdoors. The separation
caused carbon monoxide to seep throughout the building.
Students have been placed in temporary housing, and will
not be allowed to return until all repairs have been made,
inspected, and carbon monoxide detectors are installed.
The property’s owner also owns student apartments at
Cornell. He has promised to install carbon monoxide
detectors in all of his properties. Vermont Governor Jim
Douglas and Burlington Mayor Peter Clavelle are
considering making carbon-monoxide detectors
mandatory, similar to smoke alarms.

2/1/05

University of
Pennsylvania

Philadelphia

PA

Residence
hall

sprinkler
save

(NOTE: This incident is not classified as a fire-related
fatality)
A fire broke out in the kitchen on the fifth-floor of Stouffer
College House, just after 7 a.m. when food was left
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Ohio State
University

Columbus

OH
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2/5/05

Barton
College

Wilson

NC

Support

2/5/05

Idaho State
University

Pocatello

ID

Support athletic
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unattended in a kitchen. Although no one was hurt,
approximately 21 residents were relocated to other
housing. A total of 19 rooms were affected—17 by water
damage and two by smoke. The Stouffer sprinkler
system—which was installed five months ago—was the
main reason that injuries did not occur, University officials
said.
Three students were evacuated from their off-campus
apartment after a carbon monoxide (CO) detector
sounded, prompting one student to call the fire
department. The alarm had been installed hours before
the incident. The fire department determined the CO level
at 220 parts per million, with 15 ppm being an acceptable
level of CO. The landlord was given 24 hours by the
health department to detect and correct the problem. The
students were unharmed in the incident.
An evening fire destroyed the tennis building which
housed the coach's office, the team's equipment, and the
room where the team prepared for matches. Authorities
have evidence to show the fire was deliberately started on
the wall outside the patio.
A chlorine leak in Reed Gymnasium swimming facility
halted a women's basketball game for 30 minutes until a
Pocatello Fire Department Hazardous Materials team
determined that the spill posed no significant risk. The fire
department responded to the report of a chemical smell at
12:14 p.m. They evacuated the entire building, including
the basketball game, because of the unknown potential for
a hazardous spill. The fire department determined the
smell came from a small leak in a pipe that runs chlorine
into the swimming pool's plumbing. They turned off the
swimming pool's pump and rinsed off the leak. The
problem likely resulted after the building's power shut off
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Princeton
University

Princeton

NJ

1
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University of
Maryland
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MD

Riot

2/12/05

University of
New
Hampshire

Durham

NH

Residence
hall
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earlier in the day; however there was also a problem with
the plumbing.
A kitchen fire at an off-campus apartment complex around
5:00 p.m. completely gutted one apartment and damaged
another, but no one was injured. Smoke detectors alerted
several other residents, who discharged a hallway fire
extinguisher which helped control the fire. Fire fighters
were able to put the fire out in 10-15 minutes. The building
is not equipped with either sprinklers nor a fire alarm
system (none is required due to the size and separation).
The cause was an accident, which began with grease on a
stove that flashed as the resident was preparing to fry
cheese. Damage is estimated at $60,000. A turtle living
inside the apartment also was unharmed.
Professor and economist David Bradford died at age 66
on February 22 from the third-degree burns sustained by
carrying a burning Christmas tree out his front door. Ten
candles had been lit on the tree when the tree went up in
flames.
Approximately 3000 students rioted to celebrate a
basketball victory over Duke University. At least ten minor
fires—including three dumpster fires and two street
bonfires—were put out by county fire fighters. Police shot
pepper spray and pepper balls to push the crowd off
Route 1. Several students sustained minor injuries, and
fifteen students were arrested for disorderly conduct. The
arrested students also face disciplinary action from the
University.
A fire broke out at 1:30 a.m. in the kitchen of a residence
hall lounge area which appears to have been intentional.
A student followed the smoke to its source: an oven mitt,
smoldering on a burner of an unattended stove. The
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2/13/05

Cornell
University

Ithaca

NY

Off-campus

2/14/05

Drew
University

Madison

NJ

Residence
hall

2/17/05

University of
Texas

Arlington

TX

Residence
hall

2/20/05

Rutgers
University

Camden

NJ

Residence
hall

2/24/05

University of
Illinois

Champaign

IL

Academic laboratory
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sprinkler
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sprinkler
save
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student turned off the burner, then proceeded to air out
the area with the help of residence hall staff. The fire
department did not respond to the incident. The residence
hall is equipped with heat detectors—rather than smoke
detectors—and fire sprinklers.
Fire was reported at 9:15 a.m. in a student apartment. Fire
fighters responded, and had the fire out within an hour. All
occupants escaped unharmed, and the cause of the blaze
remains under investigation. The University and the Red
Cross have provided temporary housing for the nine
displaced students.
A fire which was caused by a cigarette began in a
student’s room, but the automatic fire sprinkler system
contained the fire quickly. No one was injured, and several
rooms sustained minor damage.
An electrical fire in a switch box of a residence hall caused
smoke, but no further damage. The fire department
responded, and no one was injured. Later that day, two
apartments filled with smoke during a sewer test. The fire
department responded again, and no damage was
reported.
A small kitchen fire was discovered by a student returning
to her apartment at approximately 9:30 p.m., where a
burner was left on accidentally under a pan of cooking oil.
The automatic sprinkler system activated and the
residence hall staff evacuated the 521 residents of the
complex. No one was injured. Most students were allowed
to return to their rooms later that night, but some of them
were housed in local hotels for the night. Four apartments
sustained water damage, and were expected to re-open
within a week.
Two different cleaning workers became ill after cleaning
up aluminum chloride (anhydrous); the first was taken to
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2/25/05

WinstonSalem
University

Winston
Salem

NC

Off-campus

2/26/05

University of
Arizona

Tucson

AZ

Residence
hall

2/27/05

Babson
College

Boston

MA

Residence
hall

sprinkler
save

3/3/05

Bloomsburg
University

Bloomsburg

PA

Off-campus

porch

Synopsis
the hospital for treatment, and the second was treated by
fire fighters. A small portion of the white powder was put
into a biohazard bag and reacted with the bag’s
undisclosed contents. Aluminum chloride creates a gas
when it comes in contact with moisture. The substance is
not a hazardous material. The University’s laboratory
cleanup department later cleaned the area.
Firefighters determined that an electrical short started a
fire in an upstairs bedroom around 7:58 p.m. in an offcampus townhouse. The fire department had the fire
under control in under an hour. The four students who
lived there escaped unharmed, and damages are
estimated at $10,000.
An unattended candle started a fire in a first-floor room of
a campus residence hall. One hundred students were
evacuated for an hour and a half. No one was injured, and
damages are estimated at $1,000. Burning candles is
prohibited by university residence hall rules.
Student awoke around 1:30 a.m. to fire alarms sounding
and the smell of smoke in a residence hall. Students
evacuated in an orderly manner, and took shelter from the
cold at a neighboring residence hall while the fire
department put out the fire and drained the lobby of the
building where the automatic fire sprinklers had gone off.
The cause of fire was cigar ashes that had been disposed
into a trash can and then ignited the contents. The student
responsible for this accidental fire has identified himself.
Students returned to their rooms around 3:00 a.m., only to
be awakened by a false alarm at 5:30 a.m. The college
will be holding fire drills in residence halls for the next two
weeks in response to the incident.
Fire broke out at 10:10 a.m. in an off-campus duplex
which housed a total of nine students. The building was
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3/4/05

University of
Wisconsin

Eau Claire

WI

Residence
hall

3/6/05

University of
California

Chico

CA

Residence
hall

3/7/05

Michigan
State
University

East Lansing

MI

Off-campus
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completely destroyed, but no one was injured. The
university will assist students with temporary housing. The
fire started on the back porch of one unit, and while the
cause of the blaze has not yet been determined, the grill
had been used that morning, and a table and cardboard
boxes were stored on that same porch. Siding melted on a
neighboring home, adding to the damage. An estimate is
not yet available.
Fire broke out at 9:52 p.m. when Christmas lights
overheated in a student’s bed with the student in an
intoxicated sleep in the bed. Resident assistants (RA’s)
pulled the fire alarm, unlocked the door, pulled the
sleeping student out of bed, and put out the fire with a fire
extinguisher. The sleeping student was treated at a local
hospital for second degree burns to his hands and chest.
University police fined the student for underage drinking
for his .13 breath test. Damages are estimated at $2000,
and are the student’s responsibility, since it was his lights
that caused the fire.
Smoke caused evacuation of a residence hall around 5:13
p.m. when a smoke bomb type of device was placed
under a door of an unoccupied room. The fire department
arrived and cleared the building of smoke. It appears the
smoke was a prank. No one was hurt, and only some
minor carpet damage occurred to the site.
Fire broke out around 11:00 a.m. in a third-floor attic crawl
space in an off-campus rental home where four students
lived. One student was in class at the time, but the other
three students were asleep as the fire broke out. Although
the house had working smoke detectors in the living
spaces, the attic was not required to have one by city
code. A neighbor woke the students, who escaped
unharmed. The fire department determined that the cause
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3/14/05

Community
College of
Rhode Island

Warwick

RI

Academic

3/14/05

Pittsburg
State
University

Pittsburg

KS

Residence
hall

3/15/05

Rust College

Holly Springs

MS

Residence
hall

3/20/05

Middle
Georgia
College

Cochran

GA

Residence
hall

Keyword
s

Synopsis
of fire was a short-circuit in the electrical wiring. The
students lost all of their personal property in the fire.
Arson investigations are underway for the cause of a fire
set in a storage room on the second-floor student
government wing. No one was injured, but thousands of
students were evacuated while the building was cleared of
smoke. A student unsuccessfully attempted to put out the
fire with fire extinguishers, but firefighters were required to
completely extinguish the fire. Classes were cancelled the
following day due to lingering smoke. The college is
offering a $5,000 reward for information that leads to a
conviction of the person responsible for setting the fire.
A small fire started at 12:40 p.m. when a student heated
up shoe polish in his second-floor room, he caught the rag
on fire. The student put out the fire, but the smoke set off
the smoke alarm in his room, as well as the hallway alarm.
When the building fire alarm sounded, the building was
evacuated. No one was injured. The university has a
policy against any open flames in residence hall rooms.
Fire broke out around 4:00 a.m. in a freshman women’s
residence hall. The cause of the fire appears to have been
burning incense. Six rooms were heavily damaged, but
none of the 200 students were injured.
According to fire officials, the fire alarm system was not
operational at the time of the fire. The residence hall was
shut down for the remainder of the year and the occupants
were relocated to other rooms on campus.
Fire severely damaged an empty residence hall that is in
the process of renovation. The cause of the fire is under
investigation, and no damage estimate is available at this
time. The 1938 building is in the process of renovation
with suites to house students.
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Penn State

University
Park
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University of
Georgia

Athens

GA

Support

3/22/05

University of
Maine

Orono

ME
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hall
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Wayne State
University

Detroit

MI

Off-campus

3/23/05

George
Washington
University

Washington

DC

Residence
hall
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Fire was reported at 2:45 p.m. in a third-floor bedroom
belonging to one of five male seniors. A student tried to
put the fire out with a fire extinguisher, and then called
911. Firefighters took two hours to put out the fire, which
destroyed all property within the row house. No one was
injured, and a damage estimate was not available. The
students were moved temporarily to the Sheraton
University City Hotel.
Fire broke out in the first floor men’s bathroom of the
Student Learning Center at 7:00 p.m. A staff member
reported the fire and activated the alarm. The building was
evacuated, and no one was injured. The fire department
extinguished the blaze and cleared the building of smoke.
The fire remains under investigation for arson.
Chemical engineering students accidentally spilled
muriatic acid in their room while working on a class
project. Approximately a cup of the acid spilled onto the
carpet. The building was evacuated while firefighters
neutralized the acid and tested the air. Muriatic acid can
burn skin or cause respiratory irritation if inhaled.
Fire broke out at 9:00 p.m. in a fourth-floor apartment
window. Firefighters at the scene determined a candle that
was lit in the apartment ignited other materials, causing
the fire. No one was injured in the fire, but 30 apartment
units were damaged by smoke and water damage.
Displaced students sought alternative housing with friends
and relatives.
At about 4:50 a.m., a fire at George Washington University
on March 22 broke out in Mabel Thurston Hall, a high-rise,
nine-story residence hall housing approximately 1,000
freshmen. The fire occurred in an occupied room on the
ninth floor.
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The fire was detected by a passing uniformed U.S. Secret
Service patrol that saw the fire in the window of the top
floor. According to an official from the Secret Service, the
two officers immediately contacted their control center to
notify the District of Columbia Fire Department, entered
the building and manually activated the fire alarm system,
alerting the occupants to the fire.
Along with additional USSS officers who had arrived on
the scene these two officers went to the ninth floor. Five
officers then made several attempts to enter the room that
was on fire, but were driven back by the heat and smoke.
The DCFD arrived on the scene, attacked the fire and
removed the occupant of the room. Kevin McLaughlin, a
19-year-old freshman from Farmington, Connecticut, was
in respiratory arrest and had suffered burns from the fire,
according to a fire official. He was transported to the
hospital in critical condition. Three of the USSS officers
were treated for smoke inhalation.
DCFD has concluded its investigation and, according to
Alan Etters, the department spokesman, it is believed that
the occupant was cooking some food in a portable grill
and fell asleep. The grill then ignited the bedding material
and the contents of the room. Tracy Schario, director of
media relations for George Washington University, said
that cooking in the rooms is against university policy. Five
rooms were damaged by the fire and suppression
operations.
The building was equipped with an automatic fire sprinkler
system in the hallways and common areas but not in the
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Boston
University

Boston

MA
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3/25/05

University of
West Virginia

Morgantown

WV

Riot

3/27/05

Penn State

University
Park

PA

Academic
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individual sleeping rooms. There was a fire alarm system
present in the building, but the university refused to
provide details on the system or whether there were any
smoke detectors in the individual rooms.
A morning fire started after lit candles fell on the floor of a
shared student apartment. Seven students were
evacuated while firefighters responded to the call.
Damage is estimated at $50,000.
Shortly after midnight, students took to the streets to
celebrate their basketball team’s victory by rioting. Fires
were set in trash bins and roadways, students tipped over
a car, and set a car and furniture on fire. Over 50 street
fires were set. No serious injuries were reported, but
students threw bottles and rocks at firefighters and police.
Police used mace to control crowds.
On Saturday, state troopers arrived in full riot gear for the
second game. An additional 12 street and dumpster fires
were set.
An early morning fire was determined to be the work of
arson in a new, $23.5 million building for the School of
Architecture and Landscape that was still under
construction. Although the damage was estimated at
$500,000 and will set back the summer move-in date for
department faculty and students, the quick response of
firefighters prevented the fire from causing total loss to the
building.
In addition to the fire, graffiti—the word “TANG”—was
discovered at the scene of the campus. Police
investigations led to the arrest of Craig J. Tonik, 19, a
former Penn State student. He was jailed and charged
with three counts of arson, as well as a host of other
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vandalism and criminal charges. Bail was set at $875,000.
A cut wire was reported to have caused the fire alarm
system to fail during a 2:00 a.m. fire in a student’s room. A
resident assistant (RA) heard the beeping of the in-room
smoke alarm and knocked on the door. The door was
locked and no one answered. When the R.A. couldn’t get
into the room, he attempted to activate the building’s fire
alarm system, but no alarm sounded. He tried two more
manual pull stations before giving up, notifying other R.A.s
to start the evacuation process, and calling the fire
department. The R.A. found a key to the room, then used
a fire extinguisher to contain a fire on a smoldering couch.
The fire department arrived, took the smoldering couch
outside, and extinguished the fire.
Following the fire, the electrician who inspected the alarm
system concluded the cut wires were the work of vandals,
and speculated students were to blame. The student
whose couch had been on fire explained that the couch
had caught on fire earlier that night and had been put out
with a fire extinguisher. Because of the odor from the
chemicals in the fire extinguisher, the student was
sleeping in another room. The cause of the fire remains
under investigation, although there is speculation about an
ashtray in proximity to the couch.
A comforter, covering a sleeping student began to smolder
and burst into flames. Department of Public Safety officers
were called to the room, and found it full of smoke. They
woke the student up and put out the smoldering materials
with a fire extinguisher. The student was not injured as a
result of the fire.
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North Texas
Job Corps
Center

Dallas

TX

3/31/05

John Brown
University

Fayetteville

AR
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Georgetown
University

Washington

DC
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College

Goffstown

NH

Residence
hall
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Michigan
State
University

East Lansing

MI

Riot

Residence
hall
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Fire started at 6:10 p.m. in a clothes dryer. A staff member
reported the fire, and firefighters moved the machine
outside to prevent the fire from spreading. 60 students
moved to another residence hall for the night, in order to
let the smoke clear.
Fire broke out in a kitchen of one of four units of an
apartment complex, displacing some students and an
elderly woman. Firefighters put the fire out quickly, but the
fire spread and completely destroyed two apartments. The
university has provided the students with temporary
housing. The wind appears to have facilitated the fire
spreading from one unit to the other. The cause of the fire
remains under investigation.
A Department of Public Safety officer used a fire
extinguisher to put out a small fire in a drain at 3:40 p.m.
The source of the fire was determined to have been a
gasoline spill from a maintenance storage closet. The spill
was cleaned up, and no one was injured.
Fire broke out and filled the three-floor residence hall with
smoke. All residents were evacuated, and firefighters put
out the fire. The fire started in a first-floor bathroom, and
its cause remains under investigation. Improper disposal
of smoking materials in a trash can may have been the
cause.
Approximately 2,000 disappointed fans took to the streets
after a loss to UNC Chapel Hill. More than 200 officers
arrived on the scene, and used tear gas and pepper spray
to disperse the crowds. The fire department reported
having put out nine fires, including a couch fire, dumpster
fires, and brush fires. Approximately $40,000 was done to
university property on Sunday night. The university is
offering a $2,500 reward for information leading to the
arrest and conviction of students who participated in the
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4/2/05

University of
North
Carolina

Chapel Hill

NC

Riot

4/3/05

Howard
University

Washington

DC

Residence
hall
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University of
Illinois

Champaign

IL

Off-campus
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Arizona State
University

Tempe

AZ

Residence
hall
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save

Synopsis
riots.
A crowd of 7,000 gathered in the streets to celebrate the
men’s basketball team win over Michigan State. Students
threw fireworks into a bonfire. Officials counted 32 street
fires had been set. Three students went to the hospital for
burns from the bonfire Saturday night, and six were
treated for burns on Monday night. Overall, police
maintained control and only two arrests were made.
A small kitchen fire started at 12:20 a.m. by a student
cooking French fries who left a pan of grease on a
stovetop. The smoke alarms activated, and the first floor
hallways filled with smoke. Resident assistants announced
over the intercom that this was an emergency, and 150
students then evacuated the building. Previous
experiences with false alarms account for the residents’
delay in exiting the building until the announcement was
made. Firefighters extinguished the fire and students were
allowed to return to the residence hall within an hour.
Fire heavily damaged a house where eight students were
sleeping at 5:45 a.m. One student heard the alarm go off,
and discovered a stereo on fire in the living room. The
student reported that candles had been used the previous
evening. The student called 911 on her cell phone and
pounded on doors to wake her sleeping roommates. One
student was listed in serious condition at a local hospital,
but the others made it out safely. The house was fully
engulfed in flames when firefighters arrived at 5:49 a.m.
The estimates for damage are not available at this time,
nor has the cause of the fire been confirmed. The owners
of the house have provided another house for the
students.
An unattended candle caused a fire in a student’s room at
4:45 p.m. The fire sprinkler system put out the blaze.
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4/6/05

Drexel
University

Philadelphia

PA

Off-campus

4/6/05

University of
Maryland

College Park

MD

Residence
hall

4/7/05

Fort Lewis
College

Durango

CO

Residence
hall
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Almost 300 residents were evacuated while firefighters
investigated. Investigators concluded that a candle was
left burning on a desk in an entranceway, and ignited a
light cotton fabric that was hung around the door frame.
The smoke detector had been covered with plastic, so the
alarm was not triggered until heat from the fire set off the
sprinkler. The university office of residential life prohibits
the use of candles or other open flame in residence halls.
Twenty students had to be relocated while water was
cleaned up.
An evening fire broke out in the basement of a three-story
house which was home to nine international students. The
cause of the fire has been cited as electrical, and the
building did not have a working smoke alarm or fire
sprinkler, which may be in violation of Philadelphia
building codes. Fire and smoke damaged the ground and
first floors of the building, which the firefighters put out
immediately. No one was injured, but the students lost
passports, visas, work permits, and tax forms in addition
to the more common student property of computers and
personal items. The university offered housing to all nine
of the homeless students; the two women opted for other
accommodations.
Lint inside a dryer caught fire in a laundry room in the
Health and Human Performance Building around 12:00
p.m. while after two staff members put in laundry and left
for lunch. Damages are estimated at $8,000, and no one
was injured in the fire. Firefighters put out the small fire in
15 minutes. Fire alarms alerted the occupants who
evacuated the building, and the fire department ventilated
the building to allow students to return to classes.
Fire was reported at 5:10 p.m. in a student room where a
mattress was on fire. Onlookers observed heavy smoke
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Date

4/7/05

School

Northeastern
University

City

Boston

State

MA

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y

Residence
hall

Keyword
s

Synopsis
and 4 ½ foot flames. The student who lived there was out
of his room at the time. The fire department arrived and
put out the fire, as well as managed the smoke removal.
No one was injured, and the cause of the fire remains
under investigation.
A natural gas explosion in Kerr Hall injured seven people,
including three students. At approximately 1:30 p.m.—just
minutes before the explosion—one of the head chefs of
the second-floor dining hall warned people that he smelled
gas. Victims were sent to local hospitals with broken
bones, cuts, bruises, and burns. The explosion appears to
have started in the boiler room.
Residents were allowed to return to the adjacent building,
Melvin Hall, an hour after the explosion. Immediately,
smoke was observed by residents, the alarms were
pulled, and the adjacent building was evacuated again.
Firefighters located the blaze in a small crawl space in the
basement, and continued up the inside walls of the first
floor. That two-alarm fire took an additional hour for
firefighters to contain.
Damages are estimated at $800,000. The explosion
caused structural damage to the second hall of the
building, especially in the faculty lounge. Students have
been relocated to temporary housing in other residence
halls.
An investigation is underway to determine whether the
KeySpan Energy crew that was replacing 300 feet of gas
lines near the building was responsible for the detonation.
One KeySpan employee sustained minor injuries. The
company offered to assist in housing displaced students.
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4/7/05

University of
California

Los Angeles

CA

4/7/05

University of
Hawaii

Manoa

HI

Academiclibrary

4/8/05

Ohio State
University

Columbus

OH

Academic laboratory

4/8/05

Rutgers
University

Piscataway

NJ

Academic laboratory

4/9/05

Bradley
University

Peoria

IL

Greek fraternity

Keyword
s
sprinkler
save

Synopsis
Fire broke out at 11:30 p.m. in a student’s room as a result
of clothing draped over a floor lamp. The fire sprinkler
system put out the fire immediately. Damage from the fire
and resulting water damage is estimated at $10,000. No
one was injured in the fire.
A series of small, deliberately set fires occurred on
campus over several days, including at the University’s
library. A university spokesman explained there have
been 18 small fires over several days. The arsonist
remains at large.
A 7:00 p.m. chemical spill in the Evans Laboratory
chemistry building caused a fire and heavy fumes to be
released. It is not clear whether someone spilled 40
gallons of hexane, or whether a shelf had broken, causing
the chemicals to fall on top of other chemicals, creating a
compound which burned. Firefighters took over an hour to
contain the fire, then over four hours to clear the chemical
fumes from the area. Two firefighters reported injuries
after the incident: one for a back injury, and one for
inhalation of chemicals. Both were released from the local
hospital. Hexane is similar to lighter fluid. (500)
A 7:00 p.m. chemical spill in the Newman-Wolfrom
Laboratory caused fire to sweep through two fourth-floor
laboratories. Damages to the equipment are estimated at
$30,000. Students were putting away equipment and
preparing to leave for the night when the shelf collapsed,
dropping containers filled with hexane. Pure hexane is
very combustible, and its vapors are explosive. The
incident has been ruled as accidental. No students were
injured in the fire, but one firefighter sought medical
attention for his eyes, and another for a prior back injury.
Fire broke out at 12:30 a.m. at Sigma Chi Fraternity house
after a pile of clothing caught fire in a basement bedroom.
Page 207

Information compiled by Campus Firewatch ©2012 www.campus-firewatch.com ecomeau@campus-firewatch.com

Campus Incidents January 2000 to March 4, 2011
Sorted by Date
Unless otherwise indicated, this information was compiled from media sources and was not verified.

Date

School
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4/9/05

University of
Arizona

Tucson

AZ

4/10/05

Miami
University

Oxford

OH

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y

Keyword
s

Greek fraternity

3

Offcampus

Fatal,
couch

Synopsis
Fraternity occupants used a fire extinguisher to put out the
fire before the fire department arrived. The cause of the
fire remains under investigation. No one was injured, and
damages are estimated at $2,000.
A lamp on the roof of the Sigma Alpha Epsilon moved
from its original placement, possibly by wind, overheated,
and caused a mural on the roof to ignite. The fire resulted
in $5,000 worth of damages and no injuries. Police noticed
smoke around 9:00 p.m. from the top of the house during
a routine patrol and called the fire department. Police
officers evacuated the house, and the fire department
promptly arrived and put out the fire. The cause of the fire
has been ruled as accidental.
Oxford, Ohio Fire Chief Len Endress reported that the
fire on Sunday that killed three Miami University
students in an off-campus two-story house was
caused by smoking materials igniting a couch located
on the first floor.
Two occupants were found in upstairs rooms and one
occupant was found at the base of the stairs on the
first floor. All of the occupants, who were of legal age
to drink alcohol, had elevated blood alcohol levels.
There were a number of smoke alarms in the building.
Several were found in the debris but were missing
batteries, according to Endress. At least one
occupant was alerted to the fire by the sound of a
working smoke alarm.
Eight occupants were able to escape from the
building by climbing out first story windows, climbing
down a fire escape ladder from the second story and
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Synopsis
jumping from a second story window.
The victims were:

4/10/05

Western
Kentucky
University

Bowling Green

KY

Greek fraternity

4/12/05

University of
New
Hampshire

Durham

NH

Support

4/12/05

University of
Wisconsin

Stevens Point

WI

Academic

Julie Turnbull, 21, of Milford, Ohio
Kathryn Welling, 21, of Bronxville, N.Y.,
Stephen Smith, 22, of Bethesda, Md
Fire completely destroyed the Sigma Alpha Epsilon
fraternity house around 4:00 a.m. Four men were home at
the time of the fire, and all escaped successfully. One
student escaped using a rope ladder that his parents had
purchased for him. Recently installed smoke alarms woke
up the students in time to exit the building. The remains of
the building will be torn down. The cause of the fire was
determined to be incendiary. The thirteen residents of the
home have been given temporary housing on campus.
The fraternity bought the house twenty years ago from
Alpha Tau Omega.
At approximately 10:00 a.m., construction workers noticed
smoke coming from the dust collector attached to the
wood shop. Firefighters were called in and extinguished
the fire with class A foam within an hour. The dust
collector sustained damage in the fire. No one was
injured.
Around 2:00 p.m. a small fire broke out in the ventilation
system for the ceramic kiln of the fine arts building. The
building is going through renovations, connecting an older
building to a newer one, and fire alarms failed to go off for
this fire. Firefighters arrived on the scene and
extinguished the fire and cleared the smoke, allowing
students to return to their classes shortly thereafter. No
one was injured, and approximately 1000 square of the
building feet sustained damage, including some roofing
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4/13/05

Chico State
University

Chico

CA

Residence
hall

4/16/05

Alabama A&M
University

Huntsville

AL

Residence
hall

4/24/05

Penn State

State College

PA

1

Offcampus

Keyword
s

Synopsis
material. The dean of the college promised that the
sporadic performance of the fire alarm system will be
addressed as construction continues.
Fire broke out on the top floor of a nine-storey residence
hall at 8:30 p.m. A resident assistant was doing a routine
check and saw smoke coming from a student’s room and
called 911. 500 people were evacuated, and no one was
injured. The fire destroyed the room and caused smoke
damage to the hallways and other rooms. The cause of
the fire was determined to be a candle.
Two female students were seriously injured as a result of
an early morning fire just outside the door of the students’
room. The fire, which was determined to be incendiary,
ignited the door, forcing the two occupants of the room to
leap from their fourth floor window. Just prior to their
jumping, the occupants in the next room threw down their
mattress to the ground to provide a softer landing surface,
but the mattress was blown away in the wind.

fatal

The fire was put out quickly, but the two students jumped
from their fourth floor window to safety before rescuers
arrived. One woman has a broken ankle, while the other
remained hospitalized for head injuries.
At approximately 6:42 am, heavy smoke and flames
were seen coming from the third floor of a house by
two passing civilians who notified 911 and then
entered the building to warn the occupants. Police
officers joined in the evacuation but were unable to
gain access to the third floor due to the heavy volume
of fire. According to officials, there were
approximately 12 people in the building with five of
them on the third floor.
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Some of the occupants were rescued from a second
floor rooftop by the police officers using a ladder
provided by a neighbor, and all of the occupants were
accounted for except for Raspanti. The investigation
into the cause of the fire is continuing at this time,
and it was reported that several of the smoke alarms
were disabled or missing.
The victim was:

4/26/05

Southern
Adventist
University

Collegedale

TN

1

Residence
hall

Fatal,
couch

Christopher R. Raspanti, 21, of Fairless Hills,
Pennsylvania
A fire on the top floor of a three-story, unsprinklered
residence hall claimed the life of one student. The fire
broke out in a kitchen/lounge alcove in a couch. The
exact cause of the fire could not be determined, but is
believed to be accidental.
The fire alarm system was activated by a smoke
detector in the hallway. The system is monitored by
school security, who immediately notified the fire
department. When the fire department arrived on the
scene, they rescued two trapped victims on the third
floor by ladders.
The victim and her roommate did not immediately
evacuate when the alarm was activated. Sometime
after the alarm sounded, the two women did leave the
room. One roommate went to the left to leave the
building, and the other one, the victim, turned to the
right and was overcome by the smoke. She was
found in the hallway approximately 20 feet from the
fire.
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Synopsis
This section of the building was not equipped with an
automatic fire sprinkler system. A newer addition did
have a sprinkler system installed when it was built.
Other residence halls on campus are equipped with
sprinklers.

4/28/05

4/30/05

George
Washington
University
Mount Vernon
Campus
University of
Maryland

Washington

DC

College Park

MD

Support –
athletic

1

Offcampus

Fatal,
porch,
arson

A small fire broke out in a dryer in the laundry room of
Lloyd Gym at approximately 12:15 p.m. The fire
department put out the fire, and no classes were disrupted
due to the incident. The cause of the fire has not been
determined.
A fire at 4:30 claimed the life of one University of
Maryland student and critically injured another.
According to officials, the fire started on the exterior
porch of a house located one block from the
University campus. It extended up the exterior and
then into the interior of the building. There were six
occupants at the time of the fire and four were able to
escape safely. One individual on the second floor
was forced to jump and was transported to an area
burn center due to burn injuries, smoke inhalation and
injuries sustained by the fall. He is currently listed in
critical condition.
Fire fighters arrived on the scene and located another
individual on the second floor. He was removed from
the building in respiratory arrest and transported to a
nearby hospital where he died.
The cause of the fire is under investigation at this
time.
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Date

5/3/05

5/5/05

School

College of
William and
Mary

Illinois State
University

City

Williamsburg

Normal

State

VA

IL

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y

Residence
hall

Off-campus
apartment

Keyword
s

Synopsis
The building had been inspected several months prior
to the fire and there were working smoke alarms. It is
unknown if there were working smoke alarms at the
time of the fire, and according to a fire official since
the fire appeared to have started on the exterior,
extended vertically and then into the building, the
presence of smoke alarms may not have had a factor
on the fire detection.
Around 1:00 p.m., students were evacuated from Preston
Hall. The fire started in the attic, above the building’s
smoke alarms and fire sprinklers. Investigations continue,
but the cause appears to be related to a kitchen exhaust
fan on the third floor that was smoldering in the heavy
insulation. A student on the third floor smelled smoke and
called 911 before the alarms went off. The 72 students
who lived in the language-immersion hall were evacuated
safely. No one was injured, although the fire destroyed the
building and collapsed the roof.
Through the dedicated efforts of the fire department, the
adjacent residence hall, Giles, was saved from fire. The
building was evacuated, and sustained smoke and water
damage. An independent company attended to cleanup,
and students returned to that residence hall within 24
hours.
A three-story, thirty unit student apartment complex
caught fire around 1:44 p.m. Eighty students were
displaced by the blaze, but no students were injured. A
couple of firefighters sustained minor injuries. The fire
spread through all three floors, and the building was
completely destroyed. The university provided alternative
housing and meals to the students. The cause of the fire
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5/7/05

Iowa
Wesleyan
University

Mount
Pleasant

IA

Residence
hall

5/10/05

University of
Toledo

Toledo

OH

Academic laboratory

5/16/05

Northwestern
University

Evanston

IL

Residence
hall

5/18/05

Marist College

Poughkeepsie

NY

OffCampus

Keyword
s

Synopsis
was determined to be the careless disposal of smoking
materials.
Fire started at 4:57 a.m. on the second floor of the
Shaeffer–Trieschman residence hall, causing smoke
damage. The fire has been ruled as arson.
Smoke from smoldering plastic set off the smoke alarms
during the afternoon in a laboratory building. Heat tape
had made contact with a plastic curtain that surrounded an
exhaust system. A hazardous materials team investigated:
there was no gas leak and no one was injured.
A minor kitchen fire caused the evacuation of a residence
hall at 1:40 a.m. University police officers put out the fire
with a fire extinguisher, and firefighters ventilated the
smoke before allowing students to return to their rooms.
No one was injured. The names of students who did not
evacuate when the alarm sounded were turned in to the
Office of Student Affairs for disciplinary action.
Firefighters were responding to a fire at 52 Parker Ave. at
approximately 1:07 a.m., when a second call came in
fourteen minutes later for a house fire at 24 Parker Ave., a
few houses down. The neighborhood is within walking
distance to the campus. Both were three-alarm fires, and
the fire at 24 Parker Ave. spread to the house at 22 Parker
Ave. It took three hours for the 100 firefighters from
Poughkeepsie and the surrounding areas to get the blaze
under control. No one was injured in the fires, but twenty
people were left homeless. Because of the proximity of the
houses, water had to be drawn from the same water line
and hydrants for both fires. The first fire has been cited as
electrical in cause, while the second remains under
investigation. The houses were completely destroyed. The
Red Cross assisted with temporary housing and food for
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5/21/05

Northern
Illinois
University

DeKalb

IL

Academic laboratory
fire

5/24/05

North
Carolina State
University

Raleigh

NC

Support athletic

6/1/05

Bloomsburg
University

Bloomsburg

PA

Off-campus
apartment

6/2/05

Various
schools

Saginaw

MI

Off-campus
apartment

6/7/05

Conservator
y of
Recording
Arts and
Sciences
(notestudents
were on an
internship in
Chicago, IL)

Chicago

IL

3

Offcampus

fatal

Synopsis
residents.
An electrical fire broke out in an engineering building at
11:37 p.m. Sprinklers contained the fire, and fire fighters
brought the blaze under control within 45 minutes. No one
was injured, but damages are estimated at $1.5 million,
due to fire and water damage.
50 people were evacuated from Reynolds Coliseum, a
historic basketball coliseum, due to a transformer which
exploded on the East side of the building at approximately
10:30 a.m. Fire damaged a basement office and computer
lab used for ROTC classes, but didn’t damage the
gymnasium area. Fire fighters brought the incident under
control within an hour, with one fire fighter treated for
burns.
A fire that broke out in a three-story apartment building
forced students to evacuate from the building in a 1:00
a.m. fire.
A fire at approximately 8:49 a.m. was detected by
groundskeepers who entered the burning apartment
building to alert the occupants. The fire quickly spread up
the exterior of the building into the mansard roof and
caused extensive damage to the building. The fire
department fought the fire for five hours.
Three students were killed in an off-campus
apartment fire. The students had completed the
academic program at the Conservatory of Recording
Arts and Sciences in Tempe, Arizona. As part of the
program they were required to complete an
internship, which they were doing in Chicago, Illinois.
Details on the fire to follow.
Justin McDonald
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6/19/05

University of
Maine

Orono

ME

Academic

6/21/05

Goshen
College

Goshen

IN

Residence
hall

6/24/05

Southwest
Missouri State
University

Springfield

MO

Off-campus
apartment

6/27/05

Everett
Community
College

Everett

WA

Off-campus
apartment

6/30/05

University of
Colorado
Denver

Denver

CO

Residence
hall

8/1/05

University of
North
CarolinaChapel Hill

Chapel Hill

NC

Academic

Keyword
s

Synopsis
Tanner Osborn
Christopher Ross
A Sunday-morning fire in an engineering building caused
more than $100,000 in damage, destroying one room.
The building was empty at the time of the fire.
An electrical fire damaged a house owned by the college.
Power to the house had been lost during a storm, and the
fire broke out shortly after power was restored. Damage
was limited to the basement and the dining-room floor.
The building was unoccupied at the time of the fire.
Four occupants of an apartment were awakened by
smoke alarms from a morning fire. The fire was reportedly
started when clothes in a closet were ignited by an
incandescent light bulb. There was extensive damage to
the apartment.
A fire in an off-campus apartment caused extensive
damage. The apartment was occupied by a student and
her son, but they were not at home when the fire broke
out.
A hotel was being converted for use as student residences
when a fire broke out on the roof of the building. Workers
were renovating a hotel and the fire may have been
started by roofing operations. Cardboard boxes and
wooden pallets may have also been involved in the fire.
The University of Colorado is a commuter school and
reportedly is not allowed by law to have residence halls.
The hotel was being renovated by an independent
authority to serve as student housing.
A fire in the roof structure of an academic building was
believed to have been possibly started by workers
replacing the roof over the weekend.
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Date

Occupanc
y
Academic

City

Honolulu
Community
College
Midlands
Technical
College

Honolulu

HI

Columbia

SC

Off-campus
apartment

8/19/05

Northern
State
University

Aberdeen

SD

Off-campus
house

8/20/05

University of
Miami

Miami

FL

Academic laboratory
fire

8/21/05

Worcester
Polytechnic
Institute

Worcester

MA

Greek fraternity

8/2/05

8/19/05

8/27/05

Albright
College

Reading

State

Fatalitie
s

School

PA

Unreported

Keyword
s

Synopsis
An electrical fire caused by an electrician caused a fire in
the school’s Digital Technology Center.
A fire in an off-campus apartment was started by careless
disposal of smoking materials. The fire, which caused
$35,000 in damage, was detected by the occupant who
was returning from class when the front window exploded
and he saw flames in the apartment.
Two occupants of a house were awakened by a fire
shattering a window. The fire, which was reported at 6:11
a.m., broke out on the second floor of the structure and
caused $50,000 in damage. The house is normally
occupied by eight students, but there were only two at
home at the time of the fire. All of their belongings were
lost in the fire.
A research laboratory was destroyed in a fire at the
University of Miami. The fire caused damage to the fourth
and fifth floor, where the laboratory was located.

Porch,
sprinkler
save

An early morning fire forced the evacuation of the
occupants of the Tau Kappa Epsilon fraternity. The fire
started on the front porch and quickly spread up the
exterior of the two-story building. Cars parked next to the
building were also ignited by the fire.
The interior spread of the fire was stopped by the
activation of a number of sprinkler heads, and the fire
damage was limited to the exterior of the building and
some minor structural damage to the roof. There was
extensive smoke and water damage to the interior of the
building.
A football player was critically injured during a morale
booster party for the team. He doused himself with
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State
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s
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y

9/3/05

Winthrop
University

Rocky Hill

SC

Off-campus
house

9/19/05

Cornell
University

Ithaca

NY

Residence
hall

9/19/05

San Diego
State
University

San Diego

CA

Greek sorority

9/19/05

University of
Guelph

Guelph

ON

Residence
hall

9/20/05

St. John’s
University

New York

NY

Academic laboratory

Keyword
s

sprinkler
save

Synopsis
flammable liquid which he intended to set on fire but
accidentally set his pants on fire. He was flown to the
hospital with second and third degree burns on the lower
third of his body.
A passerby spotted a house fire at 3:30 a.m. and alerted
the occupants to the fire. With the assistance of other
civilians, they helped three people evacuate the building.
There were two additional occupants upstairs who were
rescued by the fire department.
A fire in a residence hall was contained by activation of
the building’s sprinkler system. The fire started when an
occupant hung a pair of pants on a lamp. The fifth-floor
room was vacant when the fire broke out, and one of the
building’s occupants attempted to put out the fire with a
fire extinguisher.
A fire in the Alpha Chi Omega sorority broke out during a
rush ceremony. The occupants of the building had
already moved their belongings out to a new building
before the fire, but the older building was still being used
for rush ceremonies. It was determined that the fire was
caused by a candle igniting a drapery. There were
approximately 30 to 50 women in the building at the time
of the fire.
The Guelph Fire Department responded to a kitchen fire in
the university’s married student housing. The fire, which
had been caused when oil on the stove overheated, had
been extinguished by the occupant using a dry-powder fire
extinguisher. Fire damage was limited to the kitchen area
with smoke damage throughout the remainder of the
apartment.
A chemistry experiment caught fire and injured eleven
students with minor injuries. The student overheated ethyl
alcohol which triggered a fire.
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Date
9/20/05

School
University of
Minnesota

City
Crookston

State
MN

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y
Residence
hall

Keyword
s

Synopsis
A student was placing a spiral notebook on to p of a pole
lamp next to his bunk bed for the purpose of holding his
cell phone when he was in bed. He claimed the light was
always shut off when he did that. Apparently the lamp
was turned on in the morning and he forgot to take the
notebook off and turn the light off when they left. All the
occupants left for class and when one returned at noon
there was smoke in the room. The fire was contained to
the notebook, but it was minutes away from completely
igniting the notebook, melting the lamp shade and
extending to the carpet below and the bedding only inches
away.
We determined the smoke was not heavy enough to set
off the smoke alarm in the room and the hallway. This is a
fully sprinklered residence hall and there was a sprinkler
head three feet away from the lamp.

9/22/05

9/23/05

University of
Michigan

Plymouth
State
University

Ann Arbor

Plymouth

MI

NH

Off-campus

Off-campus

Porch,
couch

Information provided by Tom Feiro, University of
Minnesota
A University of Michigan student was serious injured in a
fire that is believed to have started in a couch on the front
porch of a three-story house. A propane tank exploded
during the fire, causing it to spread into the interior of the
building.
There were five occupants in the building at the time of the
fire and were able to escape out of the back door. The
fifth occupant received burns while trying to escape the
fire and was forced to jump out of a second-story window.
A three-unit off-campus apartment building was the scene
of a fire that caused $50,000 in fire damage. All of the
PSU students were displaced by the fire and the cause is
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9/28/05

School
Salisbury
University

City
Salisbury

State
MD

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y

Keyword
s

under investigation.
At approximately 2:09 a.m., a fire was reported in the St.
Martins residence hall that housed approximately 300
students. Upon arrival, a room and contents fire was
found in a second floor residence hall room with an
attached room via the bathroom. The room of origin could
not be reoccupied. The adjoining room had heavy smoke
damage. A total of 12 students were reported moved.
The fire started from candles burning in the vicinity of the
closet. The building was not sprinklered.

Residence
hall

9/29/05

Kansas
University

Lawrence

KS

Off-campus

9/30/05

East
Stroudsburg
University

East
Stroudsburg

PA

Off-campus

10/2/05

SUNY
Plattsburgh
and Clinton
Community
College

Plattsburgh

NY

Off-campus
apartment
fire

Synopsis

porch

Information provided by Assistant Chief Black, Salisbury
Fire Department
A faulty power strip was determined to be the cause of a
fire in an off-campus apartment complex. The apartment
was empty at the time of the fire and there were no
injuries.
A fire that broke out at 5:45 a.m. displaced nine people,
including four East Stroudsburg University students. The
fire in the 2-1/2-story building reportedly started on the
front porch and caused significant damage to the building.
A fire in an off-campus apartment building left 32 students
homeless. The fire was caused when a turkey cooker
tipped over and the hot oil started the building and the
contents on fire. According to press reports, the
occupants were jumping from second-floor windows when
fire officials arrived on the scene.
The fire broke out at 3:55 a.m. in the unsprinklered
building when the turkey cooker on a second floor balcony
tipped over. Occupants were awakened by people
pounding on apartment doors. One occupant reported
that as she was trying to get out the front door the ceiling
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Synopsis
on the first floor was caving in.

10/3/05

Virginia Tech

Blacksburg

VA

Greek fraternity

10/4/05

Tufts
University

Medford,

MA

Academic library

10/7/05

North
Carolina
State
University

Raleigh

NC

2

Offcampus

porch

fatal

The building was demolished immediately because of the
extensive damage and most students lost all of their
possessions in the fire.
A fire that broke out at approximately 1:45 am in the Zeta
Psi fraternity did significant damage to the building.
According to press reports, the fire appeared to have
started on the porch. The cause of the fire is considered
suspicious at this time.
A laptop computer caught fire and was extinguished by
the owner using a portable fire extinguisher. The
building’s fire alarm system was activated by a pull station
and the building was evacuated. Damage was limited to
the laptop computer and the library reopened shortly after
the fire was extinguished.
Two students were killed in an off-campus duplex.
Mark Brandon Davis of Raleigh, a senior majoring in
materials science engineering, and Dylan Pilkington
of Grifton, a sophomore majoring in mechanical
engineering were killed in the fire.
There were no smoke alarms in the occupancy where
the students died. After the fire, packages of smoke
alarms were found in a closet that were to be installed
by the landlord.
Mark Davis
21
Raleigh, NC
Senior
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Date

10/7/05

School

University of
Kansas

City

Lawrence

State

KS

Fatalitie
s

1

Occupanc
y

Offcampus

10/8/05

Taylor
University

Fort Wayne

IN

Residence
hall

10/9/05

Towson
University

Towson

MD

Academic
building

10/11/05

HylesAnderson
College

Schererville

IN

Residence
hall

10/14/05

University of

Cedar Falls

IA

Off-campus

Keyword
s

fatal

sprinkler
save

Synopsis
Dylan Pilkington
19
Grifton, North Carolina
One student was killed in an off-campus apartment
complex fire. It was determined that the cause of the
fire was arson.
Nicole Bingham, 21, from Wichita, Kansas, died in the
fire. At least two other KU students were hospitalized.
Two other occupants of the apartment complex were
also killed in the fire. (NOTE: Due to the size of the
apartment complex, the varied mixture of people
living there and the fact that the fire did not originate
in the student’s apartment the other two victims are
not being included in the national statistics as student
housing deaths.)
A residence hall was seriously damaged by an early
morning fire. The fire was detected by a security officer
who called 911 at 5:49 a.m. The fire, which originated in a
first-floor room, spread to the floor above. Thirty-five
students were relocated to other rooms on campus.
A fire in an unoccupied chemistry building was brought
under control by the activation of the building’s automatic
fire sprinkler system. It was believed that the fire was
caused by chemicals in a cabinet reacting. Damage was
estimated to be $10,000.
A fire at 12:45 a.m. forced the evacuation of approximately
1,000 students from their rooms. The fire was reported to
be caused when a 500-watt quartz lamp fell out of its
display and ignited straw and corn stalks in a fall
decoration on the second-floor hallway. One student was
transported to an area hospital for smoke inhalation.
Thirty-eight people, many of them students from the
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Northern Iowa

10/18/05

Central
Michigan
University

Mount
Pleasant

MI

Residence
hall

10/19/05

Mississippi
Valley State
University

Itta Bena

MS

Residence
hall

10/23/05

Penn State
University

State College

PA

Off-campus

10/23/05

Yale
University

New Haven

CT

Residence
hall

10/24/05

Meharry
Medical
College

Nashville

TN

Unreported

10/24/05

Penn State
University

State College

PA

Off-campus

sprinkler
save

Synopsis
University of Northern Iowa, lost most of their belongings
in an afternoon fire. The fire broke out at approximately
4:00 p.m. in an unoccupied apartment and spread to two
adjacent apartments. Two occupants from a nearby
apartment attempted to enter the apartment of origin but
were forced back by the heat and smoke.
A fire that broke out at 10:30 p.m. was caused by an
unattended pan on a stove. The fire occurred in a second
floor kitchenette and smoke filled the entire residence hall.
One resident assistant was transported to an area hospital
for smoke inhalation.
A fire in an occupied residence hall forced the evacuation
of 88 students at 1:00 a.m. The fire started in a first-floor
room and then spread to the room above and two
adjacent first floor rooms. According to reports, the fire
alarm system did not activate and the occupants went
door to door, alerting others to the fire. Two women were
charged with arson in starting the fire.
The fire department responded to an automatic alarm at
6:00 a.m. and found a trash can in an apartment already
extinguished by the tenants using a dry chemical fire
extinguisher. The smoke alarm in the apartment alerted
the occupants to the fire.
Papers were set on fire underneath a residence hall
stairway. The fire alarm system was activated at 6:00
p.m. The fire did not cause any significant damage to the
building.
A fire in a locked room was controlled by the activation of
an automatic fire sprinkler system.

At 11:00 p.m. there was a report of a mattress fire in an
apartment. The fire department arrived on the scene and
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Synopsis
found the mattress outside of the structure. The fire had
been caused by a faulty extension cord under the bed.
Tenants were awake and discovered the fire. Minor
damage inside the apartment.

10/25/05

Oklahoma
State
University

Stillwater

OK

Off-campus

11/1/05

Binghamton
University

Binghamton

NY

Off-campus

11/10/05

Benedict
College

Columbia

SC

Residence
hall –
sprinkler
save

11/10/05

Hartwick
College

Oneonta

NY

Residence
hall

porch

A house occupied by students from Oklahoma State
University was destroyed in an early-morning fire. The
fire, which started on the porch, spread to the interior of
the house through the windows. After alerting his
roommates, one of the occupants attempted to extinguish
the fire using a fire extinguisher. When he was not able to
get it to operate, he attempted to use a second one. By
this time, the fire had grown too large and he evacuated
and then called 911 to report the fire. When the fire
department arrived on the scene they were able to
extinguish the fire within fifteen minutes.
A fire in an off-campus apartment fire housing 26 students
was the site of a fire on the second floor of the two-story
building. According to media reports, a number of
fraternity members lived in the building after their fraternity
chapter had lost its recognition by the university.
A fire on the fourth floor of a residence hall was believed
to have been started by a worn extension cord. The
sprinkler system was activated and controlled the fire.

A fire that is believed to be arson forced the evacuation of
150 students at 4:14 am. The building’s fire alarm system
was automatically activated and a security guard arrived
on the scene and extinguished the fire with a portable fire
extinguisher. Fire fighters reported heavy smoke
conditions on the fourth floor. Several students were still
in the building and had to be escorted out.
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11/13/05

BethuneCookman
College

Daytona
Beach

FL

Occupanc
y
Support –
student
union

11/15/05

North
Carolina State
University

Raleigh

NC

Off-campus

11/15/05

University of
Chicago

Chicago

IL

Unreported

11/22/05

Stanford
University

Stanford

CA

Academic laboratory

11/27/05

Eastern
Michigan
University

Ypsilanti

MI

Administrat
ion

11/29/05

Northeastern
Illinois
University

Chicago

IL

Academic library

12/1/05

Ball State

Muncie

IN

Off-campus

Date

School

City

State

Fatalitie
s

Keyword
s

Synopsis
A fire in a men’s restroom cause $6,000 in damage. A
student was subsequently arrested and expelled after
being seen on surveillance photographs exiting the
building. He was confronted by a security officer as he left
the student center and he fled into a residence hall other
than the one where he lived.
Students were evacuated from a nine-story off-campus
high-rise apartment building when smoke was seen on the
third and fourth floors of the building. Fire fighters and
building management personnel were unable to identify
the source of the smoke and residents were allowed back
in the building after 45 minutes.
A series of four arson fires were set in four different
buildings on Monday and Tuesday, November 14 and 15.
In three of the fires, flammable liquids were ignited and a
stack of papers was lit in the fourth fire. In one of the fires,
a flammable liquid was poured in an elevator and ignited.
On November 16, a former female student was
apprehended and charged with setting the fires.
A researcher was seriously injured in a laboratory
explosion. He was transported to the Santa Clara Valley
Medical Center in critical condition following the explosion
in a chemical engineering laboratory.
A fire shortly before 2:00 am broke out on the second floor
of a four-story administration building. According to
published reports, the building had been broken into prior
to the fire, which is believed to be arson. The building’s
automatic fire alarm system was activated by the fire.
A fire in a mechanical room damaged books in the library
and spread smoke through a connecting tunnel into an
adjacent science building.

Porch,

A fire that started in a couch located outside of the house
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University

12/1/05

University of
Oregon

Eugene

OR

Off-campus

12/3/05

Norwich
University

Northfield

VT

Off-campus

12/4/05

Princeton
University

Princeton

NJ

Residence
hall

12/4/05

University of
Michigan

Ann Arbor

MI

Off-campus

Keyword
s
couch

couch

Synopsis
broke out at approximately 8:40 am. Two students that
live in the house were awakened by someone yelling that
their house was on fire. It was reported that the porch
was on fire when the fire department arrived and that
damage was limited to the porch area.
A student was critically injured in an off-campus fire and
transported in critical condition by helicopter to Legacy
Emmanuel Hospital in Portland. According to published
reports, the fire department reported that the fire was
started by the careless disposal of smoking materials in a
couch outside of the apartment. The fire then spread to
the inside of the building. Six other students also fled the
fire which broke out at approximately 4:00 am.
A fire at approximately 11:30 p.m. destroyed the first floor
of an apartment building and forced seven Norwich
University students from their apartments. The fire started
in the kitchen area of the unoccupied first-floor apartment.
Two fires broke out in two residence halls, one of which
was labeled as arson. The first occurred at approximately
5:16 a.m. in Scully Hall when a fire broke out in a trash
can on the fourth floor. Another fire occurred at 6:32 a.m.
when paper was ignited in the basement of Lourie-Love
Hall. The fire alarm system was activated by the smoke
but the fires were small enough that that sprinkler system
did not activate.
Twenty-nine students were displaced by two fires in an
off-campus apartment building. The first fire, at
approximately 3:00 am, was caused by candles igniting
combustibles in a second floor apartment. The second
fire broke out at 7:40 am and was caused when
smoldering debris that had been removed by the fire
department outside of the building ignited. The fire
caused extensive damage to three apartments and smoke
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12/6/05

University of
Alabama

Tuscaloosa

AL

Residence
hall

12/6/05

University of
Montana

Billings

MT

Off-campus

12/7/05

Albion
College

Albion

MI

Off-campus

12/7/05

Oakland City
University

Oakland City

IN

Unreported

12/7/05

Universite du
Quebec a
Montreal

Montreal

QC

Academic
and
administrati
on building

12/9/05

Bowling
Green
University

Bowling Green

KY

Residence
hall

Keyword
s

Synopsis
damage to the other 12 units in the building, resulting in
approximately $225,000 in damage.
A fire in a bathroom is being treated as arson. The fire
broke out at approximately 3:15 a.m. and caused
approximately $100 in damage.
A fire at approximately 7:40 p.m. was started by an
unattended candle. A number of the condo units were
damaged by the fire and water with preliminary damage
estimates of $120,000. At least one of the occupants in
the damaged units was a University of Montana graduate
student.
A fire at 8:30 a.m. damaged a house owned by an Albion
College student’s parents. One of the occupants woke up
and realized that the electricity was not on and went into
the basement in an unsuccessful effort to restore power.
As he was walking back up the stairs he could smell
smoke. One of the other occupants went out onto the
porch and was alerted to the fire by a passing police
officer. All four occupants were safely evacuated from the
building.
An abandoned building was completely destroyed by fire
at approximately 1:00 a.m. It is believed that it was being
used for storage at the time of the fire and was scheduled
for demolition on December 14.
A roof fire damaged a building housing the music
conservatory and dramatics arts departments in addition
to several administration offices and public television
offices as well. Workers were making repairs to the metal
roof deck when the fire broke out.
A fire broke out at approximately 5:30 a.m. in the hallway
of an apartment building occupied by 94 students and two
resident assistants. The building was being leased by the
university. The building was equipped with automatic fire
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12/10/05

Taylor
University

Fort Wayne

IN

Residence
hall

12/10/05

University of
Pennsylvania

Philadelphia

PA

Residence
hall –
sprinkler
save

1/3/06

Syracuse
University

Syracuse

NY

Off-campus

1/10/06

Northwestern
University

Evanston

IL

Academic laboratory

1/11/06

Loyola
University

New Orleans

LA

Greek fraternity

1/12/06

Texas A & M

College
Station

TX

Academic laboratory

Keyword
s

sprinkler
save

Synopsis
sprinklers and a fire alarm system.
A student who is also a part-time security guard was
arrested and charged with arson in connection with a
dormitory fire on October 8, 2005.
A fire that was started by a student smoking in bed was
controlled by the activation of the building’s automatic fire
sprinkler system. According to press reports, the student,
who suffers from asthma, was told by his doctor that
smoking interacts with his sleeping medication. The
occupant, who jumped from his first-floor window to
escape the fire, is on medical leave from the university
while disciplinary action is considered.
A 5:40 a.m. the Syracuse Fire Department received a call
from maintenance personnel that an apartment building
was on fire. The building was empty at the time of the fire
because the occupants, primarily students, were on
holiday break. There was significant structural damage to
the first and second floors of the building.
A chemistry reaction between sulfuric acid and hydrogen
peroxide caused an explosion in a third-floor laboratory.
The building was evacuated at approximately 3:15 p.m.
and fire fighters used a dry chemical fire extinguisher to
extinguish the fire.
An unoccupied fraternity house was destroyed by fire.
The Alpha Delta Gamma fraternity caught fire at
approximately 5:30 a.m. The house was fully involved
upon arrival of the fire department. According to media
reports, the building did not have any gas or electrical
power and six students were waiting to move in for the
start of the semester.
An explosion at approximately 5:38 a.m. on the third floor
of a chemistry building damaged a laboratory on the third
floor and caused water damage on both the second and
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Synopsis
third floors. The third floor had to be shored up because
of concerns over the structural stability of the building.
The building was vacant at the time of the explosion.
A fire in a house that served as the headquarters of Pi
Lambda Phi was destroyed by a fire that was caused by a
candle. The fire occurred after a snowstorm that knocked
out power. Residents report waking up to a “strange
whistling noise” that was believed to possibly be a
combination smoke/CO detector. One occupant opened
his door and was immediately confronted by black smoke.

1/14/06

University at
Buffalo

Buffalo

NY

Greek fraternity

1/15/06

Mount Union
College

Alliance

OH

Greek fraternity

1/17/06

University of
Central
Oklahoma

Edmond

OK

Academic

1/19/06

George
Washington
University

Washington

DC

Academic laboratory

A student conducting an experiment caused an explosion.
Reportedly, no one was injured in the incident.

1/19/06

University of
Kansas

Lawrence

KS

Residence
hall

1/22/06

University of
Colorado

Boulder

CO

Off-campus

A bulletin board was set on fire in an occupied residence
hall at approximately 11:36 p.m., burning the papers on
th
the bulletin board and smoke damage to the 10 floor.
The police department is treating the incident as
aggravated arson.
A fire broke out in a condominium building housing a
number of students from the University of Colorado. The
fire occurred on the third floor of the building and required
three alarms before it was brought under control. Six units
on the third floor were completely destroyed and at least

A fire in a trash bin outside of the Sigma Nu house spread
to the building, causing an estimated $175,000 in damage.
It is believed that the fire may have been started by the
careless disposal of smoking materials.
A fire broke out in a trash can located near the bottom of a
staircase. It is believe that the fire was caused by the
careless disposal of smoking materials.
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1/23/06

University of
Redlands

Redlands

CA

Residence
hall

1/24/06

Monmouth
College

Monmouth

IL

Residence
hall

1/24/06

University of
Maryland

College Park

MD

1

Offcampus

Keyword
s

Couch,
balcony

fatal

Synopsis
12 others on the lower floors were damaged. The fire was
caused when an occupant emptied the ashes from a
hookah into a flower pot containing organic material which
then caught fire.
A fire broke out in a couch on a balcony at approximately
5:30 a.m. that was caused by careless disposal of
smoking materials. The fire was detected by a resident
assistant who saw the flames outside of her window.
A house that was owned by the college was completely
destroyed by fire. According to officials, the fire appears
to have started in the kitchen and was discovered by a
member of the college maintenance staff at approximately
12:30 p.m. No one was injured in the fire and the five
occupants have been relocated to another college-owned
house.
A 23-year-old student was killed in an off-campus
apartment fire. The fire was detected when the
roommate returned home to the basement apartment
and found the fire. The roommate made several
unsuccessful attempts to enter the burning
apartment. Firefighters arrived on the scene and
found the victim in the bedroom. He was transported
to an area hospital where he was pronounced dead.
All seven occupants of the other apartments are
students and have been displaced by the fire.
David Ellis, 23 year-old-male
Senior
ND
500 Block of W 42 Street , New York, New York
(NOTE: Identity given by Prince George’s County Fire
Department. Possibly New Jersey. Graduated from
West Windsor Plainsboro High School South.)
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sprinkler
save

1/26/06

Binghamton
University

Vestal

NY

1/28/06

University of
Hartford

Hartford

CT

Residence
hall

1/29/06

Columbia
University

New York

NY

Residence
hall

2/3/06

Berkshire
Community
College

Pittsfield

MA

Off-campus

Synopsis
A fire in an off-campus apartment complex destroyed one
building and damaged an adjacent one. The cause of the
fire was reported to be a space heater that ignited nearby
combustibles. Apartments occupied by approximately 40
people were destroyed and another 80 were displaced by
the fire. Binghamton University reported that 34 students
were permanently displaced by the fire.
A fire in the attic space of a three story residence hall was
controlled by the activation of the building’s automatic fire
sprinkler system. It was determined that the fire was
started when a plastic flexible duct connected to a series
of clothes dryers caught fire. At least 23 students were
displaced by the fire.
A small fire broke out at 1:20 a.m. when a student
attempted to extinguish a cigarette by crushing it on a
pizza box sitting on a trash can. The fire activated the
building’s fire alarm system. A number of students did not
evacuate the building and in one room police found 20
students.
At 1:50 a.m. the building’s fire alarm system was activated
again, and police officers moved through the building,
evacuating the occupants. Between 75 to 80 residents
were found, a number of which were smoking and drinking
while others were hiding in closets and under beds.
Approximately 300 students had to wait outside of the
building for an hour.
A fire broke out in an off-campus apartment building
where a student from Berkshire Community College lived.
The fire claimed the life of one person who was not a
student, and the cause of the fire was determined to be
careless disposal of smoking materials. (NOTE: This
fatality is not considered a student housing fire fatality).
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Date
2/11/06

School

City

Pittsburg
State
University

Pittsburg

State
KS

Fatalitie
s
2

Occupanc
y
Offcampus

2/12/06

Northeastern
University

Boston

MA

Residence
hall

2/12/06

University of
Hartford

Hartford

CT

Residence
hall –
sprinkler
save

2/16/06

University of
North
Carolina

Chapel Hill

NC

Support –
physical
plant

2/17/06

University of
Central
Oklahoma

Edmond

OK

Off-campus

2/17/06

Yale
University

New Haven

CT

Residence
hall

2/20/06

University of
Minnesota

Minneapolis

MN

Off-campus

Keyword
s
fatal

sprinkler
save

porch

Synopsis
A fire in an off-campus house rented by students from
Pittsburg State University claimed the lives of two of
the occupants who were former Pittsburg State
University Students. The cause of the fire was
determined to be arson.
Waylon Boots, 23
Stephen Hayes, 21
A fire broke out in an apartment building where some of
the apartments were leased by Northeastern University to
house students. The fire broke out in a unit that was not
rented by the university and displaced 75 students.
A fire broke out at approximately 4:30 p.m. in a suite on
the second floor of a four-story residence hall. The fire
was detected by one of the occupants who alerted the RA
and the building fire alarm system was manually activated.
Prior to the arrival of the fire department the building’s
sprinkler system was activated, controlling the fire. Four
suites were damaged, displacing 14 students.
A fire fighter was injured in a fire at the University of North
Carolina’s chiller plant that supplies chilled water for air
conditioning on campus. (600)
A fire damaged a number of apartments in an off-campus
apartment building. Work was being done to repair the
damage done by a fire last November when another fire
broke out, displacing nine students.
A small fire Durfee Hall was quickly extinguished.
However, according to media reports, there were reports
that some students were unable to hear the fire alarm
sounding. University officials are investigating.
Seven students have been displaced by a fire that
seriously damaged their off-campus house. At
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2/21/06

Southern
Illinois
University
Carbondale

Carbondale

2/22/06

University of
New
Hampshire

2/25/06

State

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y

IL

Residence
hall

Durham

NH

Greek –
sorority –
sprinkler
save

Nyack
College

Nyack

NY

Residence
hall

2/25/06

Nyack
College

Nyack

NY

Residence
hall

2/26/06

Columbia
University

New York

NY

Residence
hall

2/26/06

University of
Alaska

Anchorage

AK

2

Offcampus

Keyword
s

sprinkler
save

fatal

Synopsis
approximately 1:15 a.m. the only occupant of the house
was alerted by neighbors yelling that the house was on
fire. The fire originated in the three-season porch and
spread to the interior of the house. The smoke alarms in
the house were disabled at the time of the fire.
A fire at 2:15 in the morning in a university-owned
apartment building caused significant damage to the eight
units. The fire, which was caused when grease ignited on
a stove, displaced 20 occupants, including six children.
The two-story building was not equipped with an
automatic fire sprinkler system.
A fire broke out in the Chi Omega Sorority at 10:00 pm.
The fire was caused by an unattended candle in a closet.
The fire was controlled by the activation of a single
sprinkler head. Fire damage was limited to the closet, but
smoke spread throughout the building because many of
the fire doors were propped open.
Eight students were displaced in a fire in a two-story,
college-owned duplex. The fire started in the second-floor
bathroom at approximately 12:30 p.m. and the building
had extensive water damage.
A fire in a college-owned apartment building displaced
eight students. The fire broke out at approximately 12:30
p.m. on the second floor of the building. Most of the
seven bedrooms were located on the first floor.
A fire broke out on the exterior of a residence hall. It is
believed that trash on a ledge outside the sixth floor
lounge was ignited by a carelessly disposed cigarette.
When fire fighters attempted to activate the building’s fire
alarm system, it did not operate.
Two people were killed in an off-campus house fire.
The fire, which broke out shortly after 9:00 p.m.,
originated in the garage and spread into the house.
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According to fire officials, the woman came home and
found the house on fire. She attempted to enter
house to locate the male occupant. The victims were
found on the upper level next to a door where a 2”x 6”
piece of wood had been propped up and nailed under
the door handle so that it could not be opened.
Officials report that there was no evidence of smoke
alarms and that both victims had elevated blood
alcohol levels.

2/26/06

University of
Illinois at
Chicago

Chicago

IL

Residence
hall

2/26/06

University of
Massachusett
s

Amherst

MA

Residence
hall–
sprinkler
save

3/2/06

Salve Regina
University

Newport

RI

Residence
hall

3/10/06

Harvard
University

Cambridge

MA

Residence
hall

3/12/06

Worcester

Worcester

MA

Residence

sprinkler
save

Krystal Bridge, 19 (student)
Chris Ihde, 22
A fire in a dumpster adjacent to a residence hall extended
to the building’s trash chute, activating the building’s fire
alarm system. Approximately 300 of the building’s
occupants were evacuated. The four-story building
houses approximately 1,300 students.
th
A fire on the 17 floor of a high-rise residence hall was
controlled by the activation of a single sprinkler head. The
fire, which occurred at approximately 7:00 p.m., was
caused by an unattended candle. Candles are prohibited
in UMass residence halls. A number of students did not
evacuate the building following the alarm.
A fire completely destroyed a residence hall occupied by
approximately 20 students. The fire broke out at 9:30 a.m.
and quickly spread throughout the building. A number of
the occupants were attending class at the time, and
everyone was quickly accounted for by university officials.
A fire in a window well outside of a residence hall was
started by careless disposal of smoking material. The fire,
which broke out at approximately 9:00 p.m., was
extinguished by a staff member using a fire extinguisher.
Some papers and carpeting were set on fire at about
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State College

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y
hall

3/13/06

Gonzaga
University

Spokane

WA

Constructio
n

3/15/06

Grambling
State
University

Grambling

LA

Residence
hall
sprinkler
save

3/15/06

University of
Missouri

Columbia

MO

Unknown

3/16/06

Princeton
University

Princeton

NJ

Residence
hall

3/18/06

University of
Pittsburgh

Pittsburgh

PA

Off-campus

3/20/06

Grambling
State
University

Grambling

LA

Residence
hall

3/21/06

Lander
University

Greenwood

SC

Off-campus

Keyword
s

sprinkler
save

Synopsis
12:30 a.m. in a residence hall and was extinguished by
college police.
A housing complex that was under construction was
destroyed by a fire shortly after midnight. The $10.4
million complex was scheduled to open in July and house
225 students.
A fire in a stairwell between the seventh and eighth floors
was extinguished by activation of the building’s fire
system. A college official characterized the fire as a
“prank.”
A fire that was believed to have been started by a lightning
strike smoldered for three days before breaking out. The
university’s Department of Atmospheric Science
determined that the building had been struck by lightning
on 3:50 p.m. on Sunday, and the fire broke out three days
later.
A fire in a kitchen was believed to have been started by a
cigarette. According to media reports, the walls had been
soaked in alcohol.
Twenty people were displaced in an off-campus apartment
fire when a fire broke out at approximately 4:00 a.m. The
building has 22 apartments and sustained heaver water
and smoke damage from the first-floor fire.
A fire broke out in a laundry room of a residence hall. It is
believed that the fire started in a dryer and caused
minimal damage.

sprinkler
save

A fire that started on a third-story balcony spread into the
attic area, causing heavy damage to two of the upper-level
apartments before the sprinkler system activated, stopping
the spread of the fire through the building. According to
the property owner, the sprinkler system was not required
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3/22/06

Clemson
University

Clemson

SC

Off-campus

3/23/06

York College

York

PA

Off-campus
house

3/24/06

Moravian
College

Bethlehem

PA

Constructio
n

3/25/06

Notre Dame
University
Camelot
College
East Carolina
University

South Bend

IN

Baton Rouge

LQ

Greenville

NC

Support dining hall
Residence
hall
Residence
hall

3/30/06

Montclair
State
University

Montclair

NJ

Residence
hall

3/31/06

Clarkson
College

Potsdam

NY

Greek fraternity

3/26/06
3/29/06

Keyword
s

sprinkler
save

Synopsis
by the building code when he built the complex five years
ago.
A fire in an off-campus apartment complex caused
significant damage, displacing 32 students, most of them
international students from India. It was determined that
the fire started in a brush on the exterior and then spread
to the building.
An arson fire displaced six people, four of which were
students at York College. The building was fully involved
when the fire department arrived on the scene. No one
was injured.
A fire in a mill that was being rehabilitated by a developer
into apartments for college students cause significant
damage to the building that was going to house 255
students.
An electrical fire in an exhaust fan caused a minor fire that
was quickly extinguished.
A residence hall fire forced the evacuation of 30 students
and displaced five of them, causing $200,000 in damage.
A fire broke out in a 10-story high-rise residence hall
occupied by 375 students. One student had to be rescued
over an aerial ladder and taken to the hospital for smoke
inhalation. The building, which had been built in 1969,
was not equipped with a sprinkler system.
A fire in a study lounge on the seventh floor high-rise was
extinguished by the activation of the building’s sprinkler
system. According to university officials, the spread of the
fire was also limited because of the flame retardant
furniture in the lounge.
A fire that started on the first floor shortly after 12:30 p.m.
spread throughout the building, causing significant
damage. When fire crews arrived on the scene the fire
had already spread into the attic area.
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4/2/06

Penn State

State College

PA

Occupanc
y
Off-campus

4/2/06

Penn State
University

State College

PA

Off-campus

4/2/06

Penn State
University

State College

PA

Residence
hall

4/4/06

University of
Maryland

College Park

MD

Residence
hall fire

4/5/06

University of

Cedar Falls

IA

Off-campus

Date

School

City

State

Fatalitie
s

Keyword
s
porch

sprinkler
save

Synopsis
A fire in a duplex started on the exterior porch. A
passerby saw the fire at approximately 4:00 a.m. and
alerted all of the occupants to the fire who were able to
escape. The building was completely destroyed by the
fire, according to fire officials.
The eight occupants of a three-story, off-campus house
were alerted to the fire by two people passing by at about
4:30 a.m. No one was injured, but the house received
significant damage.
An arson fire in a 10-story, high-rise residence hall force
the evacuation of the occupants. Someone set papers on
fire in an occupied elevator car. During the incident, one
student was found who was unresponsive and was
transported to the hospital for alcohol overdose.
An occupant was heating cooking oil on the stove while
watching the Maryland vs. Duke Women's National
Championship basketball game. He left the oil unattended
while he went to another room. While in the other room he
smelled smoke and then heard the smoke alarm. He went
back to the kitchen to find the pot on fire. He could not
extinguish the fire. The sprinkler nearest the stove
activated and extinguished the fire. Fire damage was
limited to soot stains on the stove hood and adjacent walls
and cabinets. The fire department broke into the wall
behind the stove to check for fire extension. There was
water damage to the fire apartment and several
apartments below. Residents of the building were
evacuated for about an hour and fifteen minutes.
Occupants of the fire apartment and several other water
damaged apartments had to be temporarily relocated.
(Information provided by Alan Sactor, University of
Maryland)
An early-morning fire damaged the roof of an off-campus
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State

Northern Iowa

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y
apartment

4/8/06

Trinity
International
University

Deerfield

IL

Academic laboratory

4/8/06

University of
Pennsylvania

Philadelphia

PA

Off-campus
house fire

4/11/06

Simon’s Rock
College of
Bard

Great
Barrington

MA

Residence
hall

4/11/06

State
University at
Cortland

Cortland

NY

Off-campus

4/24/06

University of
Saskatchewa
n

Saskatoon

SK

Academic laboratory

Keyword
s

Synopsis
apartment building, displacing eight students. The fire
broke out at approximately 4:15 a.m. and one of the
occupants was alerted to the fire by a police officer
banging on his door.
A laboratory sustained heavy smoke damage after a fire
that was caused by careless use of matches by students.
The fire was in a plastic trash container, and security
personnel attempted unsuccessfully to extinguish the fire
using portable fire extinguishers. The fire department
quickly extinguished the fire.
A fire at midnight forced the evacuation of seven students.
The fire was believed to have started in the basement
boiler and was extinguished by one of the occupants using
a portable fire extinguisher.
Six students had to flee a fire which broke out in a utility
room in a single-story residence hall which was a
converted carriage house. Smoke detectors are credited
for alerting the occupants to the fire which broke out
shortly after 5:00 a.m. A student and staff member
attempted unsuccessfully to extinguish the fire using
portable fire extinguishers.
At approximately 7:30 a.m. a fire broke out in an offcampus building that housed both businesses and
apartments. Approximately 30 students were displaced by
the fire which destroyed several of the businesses and
caused the roof to collapsed into the third story. A
majority of the students were seniors, scheduled to
graduate on May 19.
A flash fire explosion in a chemistry lab on the second
floor of the new addition of the chemistry building sent two
graduate students to hospital with burns. The solvent still
in a fume hood was the cause of the explosion which
caused damage to the fume hood and lab plus displacing
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Date

4/26/06

School

Southwester
n Oregon
Community
College

City

Coos Bay

State

OR

Fatalitie
s

1

Occupanc
y

Academic

Keyword
s

fatal

Synopsis
ceiling tiles and light fixtures in three other labs on the
floor. The quick response by the second floor occupants
and response personnel mitigated serious injury and
damage to the building. (Information provided by Larry
Riopka, University of Saskatchewan.)
The following information was provided by
Southwestern Oregon Community College.
Nancy Douglas, 68, died Thursday morning from burn
injuries sustained in an incident at Eden Hall on the
college’s Coos Bay campus. Douglas had been
working in a fenced-in area just outside Eden Hall –
the college’s art building – when her clothing
apparently caught fire. Douglas, a metal sculpting
artist for the past five years, was engaged in an
independent study art project.
After her clothing caught fire, Douglas entered the
ceramics room in the building. Art professor Melanie
Schwartz and student Ryan Jensen were working in
the building lobby and smelled smoke. When they
entered the ceramics area, they reportedly discovered
Douglas engulfed in flames from the waist up.
Jensen grabbed two fire extinguishers and they
extinguished the flames while another student, Zephra
Moses, called 911. Faculty member Ron Metzger was
teaching a class across the lobby from the ceramics
room and heard the commotion.
Metzger ran for help at neighboring Sumner Hall,
where he found nursing instructor Susan Walker and
a couple of nursing students, who immediately
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Synopsis
responded. Shortly after the 911 call and arrival of the
nursing students, Coos Bay Fire Department arrived.
Department personnel already happened to be on
campus, returning supplies to the college’s Fire
Science program from a class the department had
taught, according to Fire Chief Stan Gibson. College
employee David Augustine had flagged down the
firefighters as they were leaving campus even before
they received the 911 call.
“Just as soon as he got Coos Bay Fire Department
engine stopped, they got the call,” said Director of
Plant Services Dave McKinney. “They just turned
around and came back. That’s why their response was
so quick.”
Once emergency services personnel arrived on scene,
Douglas was transported to Bay Area Hospital. Later,
she was flown to Legacy Emanuel Burn Center in
Portland, where she died Thursday morning.
Officials haven’t yet been able to identify the ignition
source that caused Douglas’ clothing to catch fire. A
representative of Amerigas of North Bend inspected
the propane equipment at the art department after the
incident and found no indication of flashover,
explosion, leaking gas or any fire at all. All manual
shut-offs on the nearby kiln and forge were closed
and the dust on the handles was undisturbed,
indicating it hadn’t been used recently. The small
propane cylinders and acetylene torch nearby also
showed no signs of leakage, according to the
Amerigas report.
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4/28/06

Georgia State
University

Atlanta

GA

4/28/06

University of
Kansas

Lawrence

KS

4/29/06

Oregon State
University

City

Corvallis

State

OR

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y
Constructio
n

Off-campus

Off-campus

Keyword
s

Synopsis
A fire started in a residence hall under construction shortly
before midnight on the fourth floor of the building. Fire
fighters were not able to enter the structure because of
freshly-poured concrete and concentrated on protecting
the exposures.
A fire in an off-campus apartment complex injured one
occupant. (It is believed that he is a student, but this has
not been confirmed at this time. Other students from the
University of Kansas lived in the apartment building.)
The fire occurred on the second floor of a three story
building (the lowest level was partially below grade).
According to fire officials, the first report of the fire came
from a law enforcement officer who observed smoke
coming from the apartment and notified his dispatcher.
Fire crews arrived on the scene and transported the
occupant to the hospital. He was later flown to a burn unit
for treatment and was in serious condition.
At approximately 10:45 p.m., the Corvallis Fire
Department responded to a reported house fire in the 300
th
block of NW 17 St. The fire appears to have been
started by improperly discarded smoking materials, which
smoldered and then caught a mattress on fire. The fire
appears to have been accidental in nature. Damage to
the bedroom was substantial, and the remainder of the
home suffered smoke damage. The occupant was not
home at the time of the fire.
Two fire engines, a ladder truck and a command vehicle
responded with 14 firefighters. The fire was brought under
control within 15 minutes. There were no civilian or
firefighter injuries, and several pets in the house were
unharmed. (Information provided by Jim Patton, Corvallis
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4/30/06

University of
New Mexico

Albuquerque

NM

Academic library

4/30/06

University of
New Mexico

Albuquerque

NM

Academic library

5/1/06

Columbia
University

New York

NY

Residence
hall

5/3/06

George
Washington
University

Washington

DC

Off-campus

5/3/06

Oregon State
University

Corvallis

OR

Residence
hall

Keyword
s

Synopsis
Fire Department).
A fire broke out in the Zimmerman Library at 10:35 p.m.
and forced the evacuation of 70 students and staff
members. The fire damaged the periodical section in the
basement and caused smoke damage throughout a major
part of the building. Alternate study sites have been set
up throughout campus for students preparing for finals.
A fire caused $17 million in damage. More than 13 racks
of bound journals were destroyed in the fire with smoke
damage throughout the rest of the building. Officials
estimate that it will cause $4.5 million to replace the
documents, some of which cannot be replaced. Another
$6.5 million will be spent to rebuild the fire area and $5.5
million will be spent for cleanup, relocation and storage. A
fire suppression system will cost an additional $1.2 million.
A fire broke out in an apartment building owned by
Columbia University that housed a number of graduate
students from Columbia. The fire reportedly started in the
walls and extended to several units.
An electrical fire in an off-campus apartment building
displaced 40 students who were being housed by George
Washington University. It is believed that electrical panels
in the basement of the Empire Apartments arced due to
flooding and ignited materials in the basement.
The Corvallis Fire Department responded to a report of a
fire on the fifth floor of a student resident hall on the
Oregon State University campus just before 2:00 p.m.
The fire was reported by a student who discovered the fire
in the hallway near the elevator on the fifth floor of the
resident hall in the 300 block of Weatherford Place. The
small fire, which caused only minimum damage, was
extinguished by the student prior to the arrival of the fire
department. The fire involved a small amount of trash and
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5/7/06

5/10/06

5/13/06

School

City

State

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y

University of
North
Carolina at
Charlotte
Lehigh
University

Charlotte

NC

Residence
hall

Bethlehem

PA

Greek fraternity

Cornell
University

Ithaca

NY

1

Offcampus

Keyword
s

Fatal,
porch

Synopsis
appears to have been intentionally set. Two engines, a
ladder truck and an ambulance responded to the fire.
Most of the units were canceled before their arrival.
Firefighters ventilated the small amount of smoke and fire
extinguisher agent before leaving the scene. The fire is
currently under investigation by the Corvallis Fire
Investigation Team and the Oregon State Police.
(Information provided by Jim Patton, Corvallis Fire
Department.)
A cigarette in a trash can on the third floor of a residence
hall forced the evacuation of Cypress Hall at
approximately 7:00 p.m. The fire was extinguished with
minimal damage.
An early morning fire in a fraternity was the result of ashes
from a hookah pipe igniting a carpet in an occupied room.
According to media accounts, the occupant of the room
had passed out from drinking and admitted that he had
been consuming beer and sake and had extinguished a
fire from the pipe earlier in the evening. When fire fighters
arrived on the scene they observed smoke coming from
this room, extinguished the fire and found the occupant
lying in his bed. His smoke detector had been covered
with a plastic cup. He was arrested and charged with
risking a catastrophe, reckless endangerment, underage
drinking and violation of the fire prevention code ordinance
and was released after posting bail.
A fire at approximately 3:15 a.m. in an off-campus, 21/2 story wood frame duplex killed a 22-year-old
senior. The fire started in a bucket on the front porch
and spread to the interior of the building. The
occupant on the first floor of one side of the duplex
became aware of the fire and started yelling, which
woke the occupant on the top floor. The occupants in
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the adjacent duplex were awakened by the activation
of their smoke alarms.
The two male occupants then attempted
unsuccessfully to extinguish the fire by using a
blanket and trying to cover it with sand.
When fire fighters arrived on the scene, the front of
the building was fully involved. They were able to
knock down the bulk of the fire and make entry into
the building. The victim was found on the floor in his
second-story bedroom.
The cause of the fire was determined to be accidental
and is most probably careless disposal of smoking
materials.
The fire occurred after a party which had broken up at
approximately 2:00 a.m.

5/14/06

Middlebury
College

Middlebury

VT

Residence
hall

sprinkler
save

Victim Ian Alberta, 22
Senior
Hometown: Ithaca, New York
At approximately 9:30 p.m. last night a fire broke out in a
student's room on the 5th floor of Gifford Hall in
Wonnacott Commons, activating the building's fire alarm
and sprinkler systems. All students were evacuated safely
and firefighters from both Middlebury and Cornwall were
on the scene immediately.
Students were able to return to their rooms around 11 PM.
Smoke damage appears to be light, but some water did
seep down into the 4th and 3rd floors, which necessitated
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the rehousing of several students for the night.

5/14/06

University at
Albany

Albany

NY

Residence
hall

5/15/06

Elmira
College

Elmira

NY

Residence
hall

5/21/06

East Carolina
University

Greenville

NC

Residence
hall

5/29/06

Drexel
University

Philadelphia

PA

Residence
hall

The fire was caused by a burning candle which ignited a
tapestry wall hanging. Burning candles is a clear violation
of Handbook policies. Moreover, in securing the building it
was discovered that residents in at least one room had
disabled their smoke detector. (This information was
provided by a Middlebury College official.)
Three students were arrested in connection with two
simultaneous small fires in a residence hall that caused
little damage. The building’s fire alarm system was
activated by the fires, one in a basement men’s room and
the other in a stairwell.
A fire broke out at approximately 3:30 a.m. on the sixth
floor of a residence hall. The fire is believed to have been
started when a pizza box was left on top of a stove and
the burners were turned on. The fire was extinguished by
a resident advisor prior to the arrival of the fire
department.
An 18-year-old-female has been accused of arson in a fire
on March 29 in a residence hall at ECU where one student
had to be rescued over an aerial apparatus from a ninthfloor window. According to media reports the fire was set
following an argument with her roommate over her
boyfriend.
sprinkler
save

A grease fire in a residence hall was controlled by the
activation of the building’s sprinkler system. A student
threw cooking grease into a sink, according to media
reports. The only significant damage was caused by the
sprinkler system, and not the fire, and students were able
to return to the building within 45 minutes.
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Residence
hall

5/31/06

North
Greenville
University

Tigerville

SC

6/5/06

Marshall
University

Huntington

WV

Off-campus

6/5/06

Northeastern
University

Boston

MA

Academic

Keyword
s

Synopsis
A fire in a 72-bed residence hall that was to be occupied in
approximately two weeks was believed to be started by
work related to plumbing. Authorities still expect the
residence hall to open for fall classes.
A fire in a utility room in an off-campus apartment building
activated the building’s smoke detectors, alerting the
occupants.

sprinkler
save

Two fires broke out within hours in two buildings. One fire
occurred on the fourth floor of the Curry Student Center
shortly before noon. The first fire was contained to a
single office and was contained by the activation of the
building’s sprinkler system.
The second fire broke out at approximately 2:15 pm on the
same floor as the university’s President’s office.

6/6/06

University of
Southern
Indiana

Evansville

IN

Residence
hall

A fire in the wall between two apartment units started on
the lower level of the building and spread to the upper
floor. The cause of the fire had not been determined but
may possibly be related to soldering.

6/11/06

Lincoln
College

Lincoln

IL

Historic
building

A fire in at Lincoln College’s oldest building caused
significant damage to two rooms. The fire was detected
by a passerby who notified the fire department. No cause
for the fire had been determined at press time.

6/12/06

Saint Mary’s
University

Winona

MN

Historic
building

A historic mansion on the campus of Saint Mary’s
University was completely destroyed by fire. The building
was unoccupied at the time of the fire, which is believed to
be arson.
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6/30/06

University of
Missouri

Columbia

7/1/06

University of
Hawaii

Manoa

HI

Academic laboratory

A fire destroyed a 67-year-old building on the University
Laboratory School campus. The building housed the
drama, orchestra, theater, physical education programs
and athletic offices. The fire caused more than $1 million
in damage.

7/6/06

Binghamton
University

Vestal

NY

Academic laboratory

Two students were heating mineral oil when the oil flashed
over. The students attempted to extinguish the fire, but it
reignited and the students then activated the building’s fire
alarm system. No structural damage was caused by the
fire.

7/12/06

Texas A&M
University

College
Station

TX

Off-campus
apartment

A candle in the apartment of a university student was the
cause of a fire in an off-campus apartment complex. The
occupant left the unattended candle burning on a low shelf
where it ignited combustibles. The fire was detected by a
neighbor who called 911 when she heard the apartment’s
window break from the fire.

Tuscaloosa

AL

Off-campus

A fire destroyed 12 apartments in a complex housing
students and damaged 12 others. The cause of the fire
was unknown at press time.

Stillwater

OK

7/14/06

7/30/06

Oklahoma
State
University

MO

Occupanc
y
Off-campus

1

Offcampus

An apartment fire that was started by unattended cooking
caused approximately $15,000 in damage to the building.
The occupant was alerted to the fire when he smelled
something burning, called 911 and then evacuated.

Fatal,
porch

Kenneth Ray Egan, a 21-year-old junior at Oklahoma
State University, was killed Sunday in an earlymorning, off-campus student housing fire in
Stillwater, Oklahoma. The fire broke out on the
covered porch of a two-story house and extended into
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Keyword
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Synopsis
the building. Two of the occupants were able to
escape and alert the fire department.
A residence hall caught fire after being struck by lightning
and was destroyed by the fire. Ten students were in the
building at the time and all evacuated safely.
A fire in a university apartment complex caused extensive
damage and dislocated two students. A call was received
by the university’s public safety department at 10:44 p.m.
regarding the fire. The fire was reported to be caused by
an unattended candle.

Christopher
Newport
University
Syracuse
University

Newport News

VA

Residence
hall

Syracuse

NY

Residence
hall

8/31/06

University of
NebraskaLincoln

Lincoln

NE

Greek fraternity

A fire at 2:00 a.m. in the Phi Gamma Delta fraternity
started in bags of shredded paper in the basement. The
fraternity members had tried to extinguish the fire before
calling the fire department. A search of the building after
the fire found three fraternity members still sleeping in
their rooms. In addition, alcohol, which is not allowed in
the fraternity by university policy, was found as well. All
member of the fraternity had to find other housing for the
rest of the night.

9/2/06

Lincoln
University of
Missouri

Jefferson City

MO

Residence
hall

A fire broke out on the sixth-floor of a ten-story residence
hall fire at 12:40 p.m. Many of the buildings 311
occupants were out of town for the Labor Day weekend.
The cause of the fire was unknown at press time.

9/5/06

Corban
College

Salem

OR

Academic

A fire in an academic building broke out shortly after 3:30
p.m. The cause of the fire was determined to be related to
overheated electrical wiring in an electrical room.

9/9/06

Ohio State
University

Columbus

OH

Riot

Fires were set following a win by the Ohio State Buckeye’s
over Texas. Approximately 35 to 40 fires were set in
couches and mattresses, among other items. Seventeen

8/29/06
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Synopsis
people were arrested, including the driver of a car who
drove his car into a temporary command post, striking the
assistant vice president for student affairs, her husband
and a city fire official.

9/10/06

University of
Minnesota

Minneapolis

MN

Off-campus

A fire in a second-story apartment broke out in the kitchen
and was easily extinguished by the fire department.
Cause of the fire was unknown at press time. One of the
occupants on the first floor saw smoke coming through the
ceiling but did not react to the fire until someone outside
yelled that the house was on fire. The fire damage was
limited to the kitchen.

9/11/06

Bismarck
State College

Bismarck

ND

Residence
hall

A fire at 1:56 a.m. in a women’s residence hall is believed
to be arson-related. The fire was quickly detected and the
building’s fire alarm system was activated. Firefighters
extinguished the fire.

9/11/06

Duke
University

Durham

NC

Academic laboratory

A research laboratory suffered extensive damage from a
morning fire. No one was injured and the cause was
determined to be accidental.

9/15/06

University of
Nebraska

Lincoln

NE

Off-campus

10/9/06

University of
California at
Los Angeles

Los Angeles

CA

Greek fraternity

Porch,
couch

An early morning fire caused $40,000 in damage in an offcampus duplex. The fire, which started on the porch
which had a grill and a couch on it, forced the occupants
to flee into the attic and then cross over to the other side
of the house to escape the fire.
A fire in a vacant three-story fraternity house caused
$50,000 in damage. The cause of the fire, which required
95 firefighters to bring it under control, was undetermined
at press time.
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City

American
Baptist
College
Mississippi
State
University

Nashville

TN

Occupanc
y
Unreported

Starkville

MS

Academic

10/12/06

East Carolina
University

Greenville

NC

10/15/06

Jackson State
University

Jackson

MS

Residence
hall

couch

Two couches in a suite caught on fire causing smoke
damage in a residence hall that housed 330 students.
Additional damage from the suppression efforts also
occurred according to press reports.

10/17/06

Douglass
College

New
Brunswick

NJ

Off-campus
house

couch

A fire in a three-story, off-campus house forced the sole
occupant to escape from the fire. Other occupants were
not home at the time of the fire which broke out at 8:30
pm. The fire started in the area of the couch.

10/22/06

University of
Evansville

Evansville

IN

Off-campus

A fire that started in the vicinity of a furnace destroyed or
damaged at least 20 apartments. The fire was reported
by one occupant in the area of the furnace’s exhaust stack
and extending up into the attic space.

10/23/06

Steven F.
Austin
University

Nacogdoches

TX

Residence
hall

A fire in a dryer on the third floor filled the hallways on the
third and fourth floor with smoke, forcing the evacuation of
the four-story building which housed approximately 400
male students. Fire damage was contained to the dryer,
but smoke damage forced 10 residents to be relocated for

Date
10/11/06

10/11/06

State

Fatalitie
s

Keyword
s

Synopsis
A two-story building was destroyed by a fire. It is unclear
what the building was being used for at press time.
A fire in the basement of Dorman Hall forced the building
which housed offices, classrooms and laboratories to be
closed until officials could assess the damage. The cause
of the fire was unknown at press time.
A series of arson fires in bathrooms have occurred across
the campus. The fires have been set in trash cans or a
paper towel dispenser. No significant damage has
occurred.
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Synopsis
the evening.

10/29/06

George
Washington
University

Washington

DC

Off-campus

11/1/06

Texas Tech

Lubbock

TX

Residence
hall

11/4/06

University of
Pittsburgh

Pittsburgh

PA

1

Offcampus

11/16/06

Brigham
Young
University

Provo

UT

Residence
hall

11/17/06

University of
Tennessee

Knoxville

TN

Academic laboratory

An early-morning fire caused the evacuation of hundreds
of occupants from an off-campus apartment building
where George Washington University students lived. The
fire was reported to be in the kitchen of apartment 710.
sprinkler
save

A fire in a trash chute in Waymouth Residence hall was
extinguished by the activation of the building’s sprinkler
system. Housing officials say there was no damage.

fatal

A student who was injured in a fire that occurred on
November 4, 2006 died from his injuries. Richard
Noble, 20, was injured in a fire in an off-campus
house. Three other people were injured in the fire.
According to press reports, the occupants were
alerted to the fire by the activation of a smoke alarm.
Two of the occupants were able to escape from the
fire and a third one had to be rescued by fire
department personnel. All were reported to be
University of Pittsburgh students.
A fire reported at 5:45 p.m. in May Hall was controlled by
an occupant using a fire extinguisher. The fire caused
only minor damage according to press reports.
A fire occurred at the University of Tennessee in an
academic building on Friday, November 17 at
approximately 3:00 pm. The fire occurred in the Dougherty
Engineering Building causing extensive damage and
shutting down the building for at least a week. The blaze
started on the first floor in an automotive lab. David Irick, a
research assistant professor of mechanical, aerospace
Page 251

Information compiled by Campus Firewatch ©2012 www.campus-firewatch.com ecomeau@campus-firewatch.com

Campus Incidents January 2000 to March 4, 2011
Sorted by Date
Unless otherwise indicated, this information was compiled from media sources and was not verified.

Date

School

City

State

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y

Keyword
s

Synopsis
and biomedical engineering and faculty advisor to the
Society of Automotive Engineers was testing an engine for
fuel economy. The engine was inside a small chamber
consisting of 2x4’s and insulation; the engine overheated
and the chamber burst into flames. Three people on-site
tried to put out the flames with fire extinguishers, but were
unsuccessful. A pull station was pulled and everyone
evacuated without incident. The Knoxville Fire Department
responded within 5 minutes and contained the fire quickly.
The extent of damage is unknown at this time. The wing
where the fire occurred will be closed indefinitely, while
the University hopes to open the remainder of the facility
within 7-10 days.

11/19/06

Nebraska
Wesleyan
University

Lincoln

NE

1

Greek
fraternity

11/19/06

Old Dominion
University

Norfolk

VA

Off-campus

11/20/06

University of
Georgia

Athens

GA

Residence
hall

fatal

A student was killed in a fire in the Phi Kappa Tau
fraternity at Wesleyan University. Sophomore Ryan
Stewart, 19, was killed in the fire. David Spittler, a
junior, Travis Mann, a senior, and Aaron McGuire, a
sophomore; were transported in critical condition. All
three injured students were subsequently released
from the hospital after several days. The cause of the
fire was still under investigation at press time.
The building was a three-story fraternity. The fire
occurred on the second floor.
Eleven Old Dominion University students were forced from
their duplex after a third-floor fire was reported at 8:26
a.m. The fire damaged a single room but there was
smoke damage throughout the building.
An air conditioner was the cause of a fire that forced the
evacuation of a residence hall. The damage was
contained to the unit.
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11/21/06

Skidmore
College

Saratoga
Springs

NY

11/29/06

University of
Missouri –
St. Louis

St. Louis

MO

1/1/07

Tulane
University

New Orleans

LA

Greek fraternity

1/4/07

Florida Gulf
Coast
University

Fort Myers

FL

Residence
hall

Keyword
s

Residence
hall

1

Greek
fraternity

Synopsis
A fire in a residence hall room broke out shortly after 8:00
p.m. in Jonsson Tower. According to press reports, the
fire was small and was quickly brought under control.

fatal

A fire in a fraternity claimed the life of 25-year-old
Brian Schlittler, a senior. The fire broke out at
approximately 3:45 a.m. in a house with three
occupants and two of them were able to escape from
the fire. The cause of the fire is under investigation at
press time.
January 1, 2007
A fire damaged the unoccupied Kappa Alpha fraternity.
All of the members were away for winter break at the time
of the fire which started at approximately 9:00 p.m. Five
students have been displaced by the fire.
January 4, 2007
, Florida
A student was attempting t clean an oven and filled the
apartment with smoke. He set the oven to the self-clean
mode without removing the larger clumps of food.

1/4/07

Texas State
Technical
College

Waco

TX

Residence
hall

January 4, 2007
,
A fire in a duplex on campus may have been started by a
heater. The fire displaced two families.

1/6/07

Tulane
University

New Orleans

LA

Greek fraternity

January 6, 2007
, Louisiana
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Synopsis
The second fire in a week in a fraternity fire at Tulane
University caused extensive damage to the building. The
fire displaced 10 students from the Zeta Beta Tau
fraternity.

1/7/07

Miami
University

Oxford

OH

OffCampus

1/8/07

California
Polytechnic
State
University

San Luis
Obispo

CA

Off-campus
(two fires)

A student was charged with aggravated arson, assault,
aggravated menacing and underage intoxication. He
attempted to light a glass bottle containing gasoline
beneath a balcony that was holding a group of people.
(700)
January 8, 2007
, California
A fire on January 8 was caused by a smoldering mattress
and caused approximately $20,000 in damage. Workers
were repairing the damage from this fire when a second
fire broke out on January 9 which was caused by a
portable light being left too close to combustibles, causing
$50,000 in damage.

1/8/07

University of
Missouri-Rolla

Rolla

MO

Residence
hall

January 8, 2007
, Missouri
A fire in a cafeteria in a residence hall forced the
evacuation of approximately 150 students. It was reported
that the fire in the cold air return vent caused minimal
damage.

1/11/07

1/13/07

Redlands
Community
College
Marshall

El Reno

OK

Huntington

WV

Off-campus

5

Off-

fatal

Several students lost all of their possessions in an offcampus apartment fire. The fire caused approximately
$250,000 in damage.
A fire in an off-campus apartment building claimed the
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campus

Keyword
s

Synopsis
lives of a total of nine people.
The Emmons Junior building was a five-story,
unsprinklered building. It is unknown at this time
whether there were smoke alarms or a fire alarm
system in the building.
The fire reportedly started in a second floor apartment
and quickly filled the building with smoke at all levels.
According to media reports, seven of the victims were
found on the fifth (top) floor.
Three of the people killed in the fire were Marshall
University students. Two other people killed were
siblings of one of the students who were visiting at
the time of the fire.
As of this time, the cause of the fire has not been
determined. The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and
Firearms (ATF) assisted in the investigation.
Detailed coverage of the incident is available through
one of the local television stations at www.wsaz.com.
The five campus-related victims include:

1/15/07

Austin
College

Sherman

TX

Academic

Ben Lucas, 19, student
Angel Lucas, 17, sibling
Quintin Lucas, 14, sibling
Joseph Szilvasi, age unknown, student
Joseph Briar Harmon, 40, student
A fire in a building housing the music and arts program
started in an electrical room. The cause was reported to
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1/16/07

Marquette
School of
Dentistry

Milwaukee

WI

Off-campus

1/16/07

Northern
Arizona
University

Flagstaff

AZ

Residence
hall

1/16/07

University of
Northern Iowa
Utica College

Cedar Falls

IA

Utica

NY

Residence
hall
Residence
hall, Fire
Extinguishe
r Save

1/18/07

Cornell
University

Ithaca

NY

Demolition

1/18/07

West Virginia
University

Morgantown

WV

Off-campus

1/19/07

Hillsdale
College

Hillsdale

MI

Greek fraternity

1/17/07

Keyword
s

sprinkler
save

Synopsis
be an electrical overload and was related to a power
outage the night before. Damage is estimated at
approximately $1 million.
A student was forced to jump from the second floor of his
house during a fire. The student was awakened by a cell
phone call and when he opened the door to his room he
was confronted by smoke. He reported that there were no
smoke alarms on the second floor. He was not injured by
the jump and the building was reported to be fully involved
when the fire department arrived.
A fire in a residence hall room was controlled by the
activation of a sprinkler head. The building’s fire alarm
system was activated at the same time. The building is
used primarily by members of fraternities and sororities,
and the Delta Delta Delta sorority occupied the wing
where the fire occurred.
A student set fire to some string which he then threw into
his wastebasket, causing a small fire.
A fire that was caused by a candle sent one student to the
hospital for smoke inhalation. The unattended candle set
a television on fire and was detected by a smoke detector.
A security officer extinguished the fire with a portable fire
extinguisher.
A fire broke out in the attic of a building undergoing
demolition. The fire was quickly extinguished by the fire
department.
Six students were displaced by a fire in a 3-1/2 story, offcampus house. Occupants in the building alerted other
occupants by yelling to them to get out. The fire was
reported to cause $30,000 in damage.
A fire broke out during initiation ceremonies at the Sigma
Chi fraternity. The fire was caused by candles igniting
sheets hanging from the rafters.
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Date

School

1/27/07

Northwest
Missouri State
University

City
Maryville

State
MO

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y
Off-campus

1/27/07

University of
California at
Davis

Davis

CA

Academic
building

1/27/07

University of
Iowa

Iowa City

IA

Off-campus

1/29/07

Various area
colleges

Bridgeport

CT

Off-campus

1/31/07

California
University of
Pennsylvania
Chester
College of
New England

California

PA

Residence
hall

Chester

NH

Residence
hall

Mississippi
State
University –
Meridian

Meridian

MS

Offcampus

1/31/07

2/3/07

Keyword
s

Synopsis
A fire in an off-campus house where a student lived killed
two of its occupants, who were not students. One student
was forced to jump from a second-story window to escape
the fire. He suffered serious injuries and burns from the
fire. Eight students were displaced by the fire.
NOTE: These deaths are not being classified as campusrelated fatalities.
A malfunctioning fan ignited a box of office supplies in an
office. There were only 12 employees in the building
since it was the weekend, and the fire was detected when
one of them smelled smoke and investigated.
An exterior fire spread quickly into the walls and attic of a
house occupied by five University of Iowa students.

sprinkler
save

fatal

A house occupied by a number of foreign students
attending area colleges caught fire. The cause of the fire
appears to be accidental and caused minor damage,
according to media reports.
Smoke forced the evacuation of a residence hall shortly
after 11:30 a.m. A heat pump malfunctioned and filled
several floors with smoke.
A fire displaced 32 students in a residence hall. The fire
started in a storage area and was caused by a worker
using a heat gun to thaw frozen pipes.
A senior psychology student, her husband and their
three-year-old daughter were killed in an off-campus
house fire in Linwood, Mississippi. All three bodies
were found in the same bedroom, and it appeared that
they were trying to escape. It is believed that space
heaters may have been the cause of the fire. The fire
was detected by a neighbor
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Occupanc
y

2/3/07

University of
Minnesota
Twin Cities

Minneapolis

MN

Off-campus

2/3/07

University of
Virginia

Charlottesville

VA

Greek fraternity

2/3/07

University of
Virginia

Charlottesville

VA

Off-campus

2/4/07

University of
Connecticut

Storrs

CT

Residence
hall,
sprinkler
save

Keyword
s

Synopsis
Leticia Shipley, 38, her husband Casey, 30, and their
daughter, Kali, 3 died in this fire.
A fire in an off-campus house displaced 20 students
shortly after midnight. Initial reports is that the cause of
the fire is electrical, but the fire department official report
has not been issued as of press time. The occupants
attempted to extinguish the fire using a fire extinguisher
but were unsuccessful.
As part of a ritual for new pledges, a pile of debris was set
on fire outside of a fraternity. According to media reports,
the fire department stated that the burned debris included
computer, tables and other plastic items.
A fire in a kitchen in an off-campus apartment caused
approximately $1,000 in damage.
A candle in a residence hall was the cause of a fire that
was controlled by the activation of the building’s automatic
fire sprinkler system. According to Chief Williams, the
student left a candle unattended which ignited
combustibles on the wall and spread to her laptop
computer.
The fire department received a supervisory alarm and
dispatched an engine and ladder. Upon arrival they
observed the fire through a window. They attempted to
make entry through the door, which was secured, and
entered through the window just as the sprinkler activated,
controlling the fire.

2/7/07

C.W. Post

Brookville

NY

Residence

UConn’s policy does not allow candles in the residence
halls.
A fire that was started by an electrical short circuit
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y
hall

2/7/07

Dartmouth
College

Hanover

NH

Residence
hall

2/8/07

University of
WisconsinOshkosh

Oshkosh

WI

Off-campus

2/10/07

Southern
Methodist
University
Halifax
Community
College

University
Park

TX

Greek fraternity

Weldon

NC

Offcampus

2/12/07

Keyword
s

Synopsis
damaged a residence hall room. The fire occurred at
approximately 12:37 p.m. and was extinguished by the fire
department. There was significant damage to the room
and smoke and water damage to the two-story building,
according to the Nassau County Fire Marshal’s Office.
A fire that originated in the area of a baseboard radiator
broke out at approximately 8:00 p.m. The occupant of the
room noticed smoke coming from the radiator and left to
get his undergraduate advisory. By the time they
returned, the smoke had spread to the hallway and
activated the building fire alarm system.

Porch,
couch

fatal

An off-campus house fire has displaced three students
from the University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh. The fire was
caused when one of the occupants carelessly disposed of
a cigarette that landed on a couch on the porch. The
couch was ignited and the fire spread to the house,
causing extensive damage.
A fire in the Sigma Chi fraternity may have been caused
by lint being ignited in a heating duct. The fire caused
approximately $10,000 in damage.
A fire in an off-campus apartment claimed the life of
Keith Titus Anyonyi, a second-year foreign exchange
student from Kenya who was attending Halifax
Community College in Weldon, North Carolina.
According to Roanoke Rapids Fire Chief Ken
Carawan, the fire started in the area around a bed and
that it is believed to be related to smoking materials.
The apartment’s hardwired smoke alarm had been
removed from the ceiling and was found on top of the
refrigerator. The occupant had been warned a
number of times in the past to stop removing the
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Date

School

2/15/07

Central
Michigan
University

2/15/07

Texas State
Technical
College

2/17/07

University of
Texas
Medical
School
Central
Michigan
University
Susquehanna
University

Knoxville
College

2/18/07

2/18/07

2/19/07

City

Mount
Pleasant

State

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y

MI

Residence
hall

TX

Off-campus

Houston

TX

Constructio
n

Mount
Pleasant

MI

Residence
hall

Selinsgrove

PA

Off-campus
house

Knoxville

TN

Residence
hall

Keyword
s

sprinkler
save

Synopsis
smoke alarm, which was located approximately three
feet from the kitchen.
A fire in a sofa in a high-rise residence hall was controlled
by the activation of the building’s automatic fire sprinkler
systems. The fire, on the seventh floor, is being treated
as an arson fire.
Approximately 16 people, a number of them students from
Texas State Technical College, were displaced from their
apartments which were destroyed by a fire started by a
space heater. According to press reports, the fire
department reported the building was fully involved when
they arrived on the scene Thursday afternoon.
A fire broke out in a building that was under construction
and being renovated as a research facility on the fifth
floor. Cause of the fire was unknown at press time.
The second fire in a week broke out in a residence hall on
the sixth floor of Wheeler Hall. According to press reports,
the fire started in a trash bag.
Four students in an off-campus house were alerted to an
early-morning fire by the activation of a smoke alarm.
They attempted to extinguish the fire before evacuating
safely.
A fire in a residence hall at Knoxville College in Knoxville,
Tennessee, shortly after 6:30 p.m. has displaced a large
number of students. According to media reports, the fire
broke out in a room on the top floor of a three-story
residence hall and spread across the hall, destroying two
rooms. No one was injured in the fire which caused
extensive smoke and water damage throughout the
building.
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Date

2/24/07

School

Boston
University

City

Boston

State

MA

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y

Offcampus

Keyword
s

fatal

Synopsis
Colston Hall houses 80 students, which is approximately
half of the school’s total student body. There are reports
in the press that the building had been renovated last
summer.
An early-morning fire in an off-campus, three-story,
apartment building in Boston claimed the lives of two
Boston University students. The fire was reported
shortly after 5:00 a.m. by utility workers who were
working behind 21 Aberdeen Street. The building had
lost power earlier in the evening.
In an interview with Campus Firewatch, Boston Fire
Department spokesman Steve McDonald reported that
the workers called 911 and then entered the building
to alert the occupants. They were unable to gain
access to the top floor because of the fire conditions.
Fire fighters entered a third floor apartment and found
three victims, two males and a female. One of the
males was transported in serious condition to an area
hospital. The other two victims died in the fire. Thirty
people from the fire building and an adjacent building
were displaced by the fire and temporarily sheltered in
a gymnasium at Boston University. The cause of the
fire was determined to be an unattended candle.

3/3/07

Longwood
University

Farmville

VA

Offcampus

fatal

Rhiannon McCuish, 21
Stephen Adelipour, 21, Senior
Two people were killed in an off-campus house. The
fire was reported to have occurred at approximately
5:15 a.m. and was seen by a passing student. The
student alerted the occupants and three were able to
escape.
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Synopsis
The building was occupied by both current and former
Longwood University students and two students were
killed in the fire.

3/7/07

University of
Texas
BethuneCookman Fire

Austin

TX

Dayton Beach

FL

3/12/07

Keiser
University

Tallahassee

FL

Academic

3/12/07

University of
Hawaii-Manoa

Manoa

HI

Various

3/13/07

Columbia
College

Sonora

CA

Exterior

3/13/07

Tennessee
Tech

Cookeville

TN

Residence
hall

3/15/07

University of
Oregon

Eugene

OR

Greek fraternity

3/11/07

Greek sorority
Residence
hall

couch

sprinkler
save

Ed Cunningham
Byron Jamerson
Two people were arrested after they set a couch on fire at
the Alpha Chi Omega sorority.
A malfunctioning air handler in a residence hall created a
light smoke condition in three rooms. The building was
evacuated while the cause was identified and corrected.
A student was arrested and charged with first-degree
arson after starting a small office fire. According to media
reports, she lit the fire to teach her instructor a lesson.
A series of chemical bombs have been exploding around
the University of Hawaii-Manoa campus for several
months. Seven bombs were found in one morning in a
residence hall. The bombs are made of plastic bottles
filled with common household chemicals.
Four pipe bombs were found alongside a trail frequented
by students. The devices were found by an inmate work
crew that was cleaning brush. A bomb squad and
hazardous materials team responded and detonated the
devices which, according to media reports, had been there
for some time.
A laptop computer was reported to have blown up when
the student plugged it in. When the fire department
arrived on the scene the laptop was in pieces in the
hallway and the occupants had poured water on it.
A fire was started when a propane tank on a barbecue
exploded at the Sigma Chi fraternity. The fire extended to
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Date

3/16/07

School

Boston
University

City

Brookline

State

MA

Fatalitie
s

1

Occupanc
y

Offcampus

Keyword
s

Fatal,
porch

Synopsis
the interior of the building but was controlled by the
activation of the automatic fire sprinkler system.
An early-morning fire in an off-campus apartment
rented by students from Boston University claimed
the life of one man.
In an interview with Campus Firewatch, Brookline Fire
Department Deputy Chief Stephen Sweeney reported
that the fire started on the third floor rear porch. It is
believed that the cause of the fire was related to the
use of a charcoal grill that had been used at
approximately 1:30 a.m., the morning of the fire.
The fire was reported to the BFD at approximately
5:45 a.m., and fire department units were on the scene
within four minutes and reported heavy fire coming
from the rear of the third floor. Boston University
police were on the scene prior to the arrival of the fire
department, and occupants reported that there was
one person unaccounted for. This information was
relayed by BU police to the first arriving units.
Fire fighters advanced a handline to the third floor
where they encountered heavy smoke and fire. They
extinguished the fire and found the victim in a
bedroom.
Two of the occupants reported that they were alerted
to the fire by the activation of the apartment’s
interconnected smoke alarms. As they exited, they
alerted several of the other occupants in the
apartment, including the victim. It was thought that
the victim was following them out of the building, but
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Synopsis
as they were exiting it was realized that he was not
following them. The occupants attempted to re-enter
the building but were driven back by the heat and
smoke.
When fire fighters found the victim he was in the
bedroom by the door of a closet. It is believed that he
became disoriented and believed that the closet was
the door out of the bedroom.
Sweeney estimates that the fire caused over $500,000
damage to the building and contents. There was
extensive fire damage to the third floor apartment with
smoke and water damage throughout the building.
The apartment was occupied by students from Boston
University. The victim was a student at Bloomsburg
University in Pennsylvania.

3/16/07

DePaul
University

Chicago

IL

Academic

3/20/07

Boston
University

Boston

MA

Academic laboratory

3/21/07

University of
Northern Iowa

Cedar Falls

IA

Support athletic

Derek Crowl, 19
Elysburg, Pennsylvania
A motor overheated in an elevator shaft in the computer
science building, creating smoke while students were
trapped in the elevator for approximately 40 minutes. No
one was injured and the occupants were rescued by fire
fighters.
A fire in a high-rise building that housed a Biosafety Level3 laboratory forced the evacuation of the laboratory.
Hazardous materials teams responded and determined
that there was no contamination. It is believed the fire
was electrical in nature.
A fire broke out in an athletic building and was started by a
welder’s spark.
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3/21/07

School
Vanderbilt
University

3/22/07

City

State

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y
Residence
hall

Nashville

TN

Syracuse

NY

Off-campus

IL

Off-campus

MO

Residence
hall

Keyword
s

3/22/07

Urbana
University

Urbana

3/24/07

Washington
University in
St. Louis

St. Louis

3/25/07

Knox College

Galesburg

IL

Greek fraternity

3/30/07

University of
Michigan

Ann Arbor

MI

Off-campus

couch

3/31/07

South Dakota
State
University
Wilfrid Laurier
University

SD

Greek fraternity

Porch,
couch

Waterloo

ON

Residence
hall

Bowling Green

OH

Residence
hall

3/31/07

4/2/07

Bowling
Green State
University

sprinkler
save

Synopsis
Occupants of a residence hall were forced to evacuate
after a student lit a roll of toilet paper on fire on the sixth
floor. Fire damage was minimal.
A space heater is the cause of an off-campus apartment
fire that destroyed the building.
A fire in an off-campus-apartment was caused by a
bathroom ventilation fan or its wiring. Four students were
displaced by the fire which burned the attic and a portion
of the roof.
A grease fire in a university-owned Millbrook Square
Apartments caused significant damage to the apartment of
origin and smoke damage throughout the building. Fiftyone students were housed in the building.
A fire in the Tau Kappa Epsilon house occurred when
decorative paper hanging in one of the first floor rooms
was set on fire. The occupants were able to quickly
extinguish the fire which did not cause any damage to the
building.
A fire on in a couch outside of a house caused
approximately $5,000 in damage to the building. The fire
broke out shortly after 2:00 p.m.
The Sigma Phi Delta house was destroyed by a fire that
started in a couch on the porch and then spread into the
structure. Seven students were displaced by the fire.
A cushion had been jammed into a refrigerator which
caused it to catch on fire. It is believed that the cushion
was ignited by contact with the refrigerator light bulb. The
fire damage was limited to the refrigerator and was
controlled by activation of the building’s automatic fire
sprinkler system.
A student, thinking that lava lamps were allowed in a
residence hall, hid one that was still hot under a pile of
clothes in his closet, causing a fire in Rodgers Hall.
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Date

School

4/2/07

Illinois State
University
University of
California
Berkeley
Illinois State
University
Washington
State
University
Bradley
Academy and
York
Technical
Institute
University of
Cincinnati

Normal

IL

Albany

CA

Normal

IL

Pullman

4/10/07

4/2/07

4/3/07

City

State

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y
Residence
hall
Support
building

Keyword
s

Synopsis
A student used a non-microwaveable plastic dish in a
microwave, starting a small fire.
A fire broke out in a building used by the university’s
refuse and recycling operations.

WA

Residence
hall
Exterior

A small fire broke out in a recycling bin in a breezeway in
Watterson Towers.
A series of dumpster fires on campus led to an alert being
issued by the Washington State University Police.

York

PA

Off-campus

A fire in an apartment building damaged six apartments
and displaced 18 tenants. Cause of the fire is unknown.

Cincinnati

OH

Off-campus

Blinn College

College
Station

TX

Off-campus

4/10/07

University of
Notre Dame

South Bend

IN

Support dining hall

4/11/07

Bethany
College

Bethany

WV

Residence
hall

4/11/07

North

Raleigh

NC

Off-campus

A fire that was started by careless disposal of smoking
materials caused $150,000 in damage and displaced 16
people, mostly students. It was reported that someone
emptied an ashtray into a cardboard box.
A smoke alarm alerted occupants of an apartment building
shortly after 6:00 a.m. The fire was believed to be
electrical and destroyed two apartments and the common
attic. There was water and smoke damage throughout the
rest of the building.
A fire was started by the motor on an exhaust fan for a
pizza oven. The fire was contained within the chimney
and burned itself out within minutes.
A fire broke out in a lounge of Harlan Hall, forcing the
evacuation of 37 occupants. The fire was quickly
extinguished, but the students had to be housed in other
locations for the evening. The cause was under
investigation.
A fire in an off-campus apartment was started by a short-

4/4/07

4/5/07

4/9/07
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Occupanc
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Keyword
s

Carolina State

4/11/07

University of
California-San
Diego
Virginia State
University

San Diego

CA

Academic laboratory

Petersburg

VA

Residence
hall

4/16/07

University of
Missouri

Columbia

MO

Off-campus

4/18/07

University of
Missouri,
Columbia

Columbia

MO

Residence
hall

4/18/07

University of
Wisconsin –
La Crosse

La Crosse

WI

Residence
hall

4/20/07

Coastal

Conway

SC

Residence

4/14/07

sprinkler
save

sprinkler

Synopsis
circuit in an HVAC unit and caused approximately $15,000
in damage. Nine students were displaced by the fire. The
fire was on the exterior of the building so the sprinkler
system did not activate.
A fire in a laboratory at the UC-San Diego School of
Medicine on the fourth floor was controlled by the
activation of the building’s automatic fire sprinkler system.
A fire in a residence hall broke out in the basement, but
the fire was reported after fire was detected on the fourth
floor. Approximately 120 students were evacuated, and
the fire was contained to the room of origin.
A fire started by unattended cooking destroyed the
building and displaced 20 occupants, causing over $1
million in damage. Within minutes after arrival, the fire
department reported that the fire had burned through the
roof of the structure and that the entire second story was
on fire. According to Battalion Chief Sapp, the occupants
of the apartment of origin were foreign students and were
unsure what to do when the fire broke out. They did not
have a hardwire telephone or cellular telephone and made
several trips to the management office before notifying the
on-duty manager. This delayed notification of the fire
which was a contributing factor to the loss. Two fire
fighters were injured and hospitalized for burn injuries.
Two fires broke out within two days at the University of
Missouri. One fire was caused by a malfunctioning
electrical transformer and forced the evacuation of 900
people. The details on the second fire were not available.
A note was found in a residence hall regarding a bomb,
which brought about an evacuation of Sanford Hall.
Police and fire officials searched the building and did not
find any devices.
A fire broke out in apartments managed by the university.
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Date

School

City

State

Fatalitie
s

Carolina
University

4/20/07

University of
Chicago

Chicago

4/21/07

Cincinnati
State

Cincinnati

IL

OH

Occupanc
y
hall fire

Keyword
s
save

Off-campus

1

Offcampus

fatal

Synopsis
A student left food unattended cooking on a stove which
activated the building’s automatic fire sprinkler system.
Three apartments were damaged and ten students were
displaced.
A fire broke out on the fourth floor of an off-campus highrise apartment building. The cause of the fire is believed
to be unattended food left cooking on the stove.
In an interview with Campus Firewatch, Cincinnati Fire
Department District Chief Howard Reed reported that
the fire was reported at 2339 Rohs Street. Upon
arrival, crews were faced with heavy fire coming from
the top floor of a three-story, wood frame house.
Occupants who had escaped reported that there were
still people trapped inside of the building. Fire
fighters were able to rescue two occupants from the
second-story roof on the rear of the building.
Other fire fighters entered the building and located an
unconscious victim on the third floor. He was
removed and transported to an area hospital where he
died from his injuries. According to Reed, there were
between 10 and 15 people in the house at the time of
the fire following a party from the night before. There
were no working smoke alarms present in the
building.
According to a spokesperson for Cincinnati State, the
victim, Matthew Simpson, was a student at that school
until December, 2006. According to reports in the
media from his parents, he was taking this semester
off and remaining in Cincinnati. An investigator with
CFD reported to Campus Firewatch that there were
students currently living in the house.
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City

State

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y

4/21/07

Dalhousie
University

Halifax

NS

Off-campus

4/23/07

California
State
UniversityFullerton
Purdue
University

Fullerton

CA

Off-campus

West
Lafayette

IN

Residence
hall

4/24/07

University of
Maryland

College Park

MD

Off-campus

4/24/07

University of
Northern
California

Greeley

CO

Academic theater

4/26/07

Midlands
Tech

Columbia

SC

Off-campus

4/23/07

Keyword
s

Synopsis
This death brings the total for 2006-2007 academic
year to 20, the most fatal one on record since Campus
Firewatch started collecting this information in 2000.
All of the fatalities this year have occurred in offcampus occupancies.
An off-campus house was significantly damaged by a fire
and displaced 11 students. Cause of the fire is unknown
at this time.
A grease fire caused minor damage to a kitchen in an offcampus apartment.

sprinkler
save

Paper on a bulletin board was set on fire and activated the
building’s fire alarm system. Damage was confined to the
bulletin board.
A fire caused significant damage to an off-campus
apartment building. The fire occurred in the same
apartment complex where a student was killed in a fire in
January 2006. The fire started in the basement and
spread up the exterior of the building to the second floor.
Since the building’s fire alarm system is not
interconnected it was reported that occupants in other
apartments were not alerted to the fire because their
alarm system was not activated. College Park’s code
does not require the alarm systems to be interconnected.
A fire was caused when a dry ice machine was left on all
night and overheated. The fire brought down the fire
curtain and activated the building’s automatic fire sprinkler
system, extinguishing the fire. Damage is estimated to be
$150,000.
A fire broke out in an off-campus high-rise apartment
building. The occupant of an apartment banged on a
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State

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y

Keyword
s

4/27/07

Pacific
University

Forest Grove

OR

Academic

4/30/07

Vanguard
University
Jackson State
University

Costa Mesa

CA

Jackson

MS

Residence
hall
Residence
hall

University of
Massachusett
s
Towson
University

Amherst

MA

Off-campus

MD

Residence
hall

University of
South
Carolina
University of
MarylandBaltimore

Columbia

SC

Academic

Baltimore

MD

Medical
school

sprinkler
save

5/9/07

Alabama A&M

Huntsville

AL

5/11/07

Norwich
University

Northfield

VT

Residence
hall
Residence
hall

sprinkler
save

5/11/07

University of
Wisconsin –

LaCrosse

WI

5/3/07

5/3/07

5/5/07

5/5/07

5/7/07

Off-campus

sprinkler
save

Synopsis
student’s door yelling for help. The student called 911 and
then opened the door of the unit that was on fire but was
unable to make entry. The fire department responded and
required three alarms to control the fire.
Two fires were set using accelerant and a third fire did not
ignite in classroom building. The building was closed for
three days and damage estimates are unknown.
A fire in a residence hall room was extinguished by the
activation of the building’s automatic fire sprinkler system.
Two students are accused of setting a trash can on fire in
a residence hall, causing approximately $8,000 in
damage.
A fire in an off-campus apartment building originated in a
second floor bedroom and caused extensive damage,
forcing 23 occupants to be relocated.
A fire in an elevator was believed to be arson and forced
the evacuation of a high-rise residence hall. No one was
injured and the students were able to reenter after a short
time.
A fire in an elevator shaft is believed to have been started
by welders. Damage was estimated at $75,000.
Low-level radioactive medical waste that was being
th
incinerated caught fire on the building’s 11 floor. The fire
was controlled by activation of the building’s automatic fire
sprinkler system.
A trash can in a bathroom on the fourth floor was ignited in
a fire.
A fire was set in a trash can fire on the first floor of a fivestory residence hall. The fire was controlled by activation
of the building’s automatic fire sprinkler system.
A fire was started by an overheated bathroom ceiling fan
in an off-campus duplex, forcing the evacuation of nine
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5/12/07

School
LaCrosse
University of
Arkansas at
Little Rock

City

State

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y

Little Rock

AR

Off-campus

5/13/07

Tri-State
University

Angola

IN

Greek fraternity

5/15/07

Boston
College

Newton

MA

Exterior

5/15/07

University of
California –
Riverside

Riverside

CA

Residence
hall

5/19/07

Drexel
University

Powelton
Village

PA

Off-campus

5/21/07

University of
California –
Riverside

Riverside

CA

Residence
hall

5/22/07

West Virginia
University

Morgantown

WV

5/28/07

University of
Vermont

Burlington

VT

Greek fraternities
condemne
d
Academic laboratory

5/31/07

Truman State

Kirksville

MO

Worship

Keyword
s

sprinkler
save

Synopsis
students on the last day of finals.
A fire in an off-campus apartment trapped a senior who
was forced to jump from a second story window to
escape. The fire occurred a week before finals and
destroyed five years of schoolwork.
Fireworks were the cause of a fire in the Sigma Phi Delta
fraternity. Towels were ignited by the fireworks in the
basement, which caused $15,000 in damage.
A fire in a dumpster outside of a residence hall resulted in
one fire fighter being injured when a fire truck rolled over
him, breaking his arm and shoulder blade.
An early-morning fire in a lounge forced the evacuation of
over 800 students. Seven students had to be rescued
from a third-floor ledge. The fire was brought under control
in 30 minutes.
Two people were injured in an off-campus house fire.
One student was injured after jumping from a third-story
window to escape. The other person suffered minor
injuries.
A second fire in a residence hall broke out, forcing the
evacuation of the building. Cardboard boxes were set on
fire and it is not believed to be accidental. The fire was
put out by occupants using fire extinguishers.
Two fraternities were condemned by local officials as
being uninhabitable. The Fiji House and the Pi Kappa Psi
house were shut down for a number of violations,
including ripped-out fire alarms and blocked exits.
Geology students were attempting to melt some minerals
on a hotplate which caught fire. The fire was controlled by
the building’s automatic fire sprinkler system. Over a
dozen fire fighters, however, were exposed to chemicals
and had to be decontaminated.(800)
A fire destroyed the Newman Center shortly after
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University
5/31/07

University of
Iowa

6/9/07

Seminole
County

6/18/07

Columbia
College of
Chicago
Delaware
State
University
Louisiana
State
University
University of
Texas

IA

Supportphysical
plant

FL

Off—
campus

Chicago

IL

Unreported

Dover

DE

Academic laboratory

Baton Rouge

LA

Academic laboratory

Austin

TX

Greek sorority

7/5/07

University of
Washington

Seattle

WA

Academic

7/9/07

Michigan
Tech

Houghton

MI

Greek sorority

7/9/07

Michigan
Tech

Houghton

MI

Off-campus

6/18/07

6/18/07

6/18/07

Iowa City

Synopsis
midnight. Witnesses reported that the building was struck
by lightning.
A fire broke out while a new boiler was being tested. The
heat from the boiler ignited the wooden weather enclosure
around the boiler. Damage is estimated to be
approximately $5,000.
A number of University of Central Florida students were
displaced by a fire which damaged or destroyed
approximately a dozen units in their off-campus apartment
building.
Roofers were working on a roof when a fire broke out. No
one was injured in the fire.

sprinkler
save

sprinkler
save

A small explosion occurred when incompatible chemicals
were mixed together. Two students received minor
injuries and were transported.
A fire in Sturgis Hall was controlled by the activation of the
building’s sprinkler system. No details on the fire were
provided.
A fire was started in a vacant sorority house (Sigma Delta
Tau) when a bottle filled with flammable liquid was set on
fire and thrown through a glass door. Fire damage was
minimal.
A fire, believed to have started in a trash can, was
controlled by the activation of the building’s automatic fire
sprinkler system.
Lightning is believed to be the cause of a fire in the Alpha
Xi Zeta sorority house. No details were available
regarding damage. Smoke alarms alerted the occupants
to the fire.
A house was completely destroyed by a fire that was
believed to have been started by lightning. Smoke alarms
alerted the occupants to the fire.
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State

Occupanc
y
Residence
hall

School

7/16/07

University of
Hawaii – Hilo

Hilo

HI

7/16/07

Valdosta
State
University
University of
Colorado

Valdosta

GA

Academic theater

Boulder

CO

Academic

7/17/07

University of
Tennessee

Knoxville

TN

Off-campus

7/17/07

University of
Tennessee

Knoxville

TN

Off-campus

7/21/07

University of
Missouri

Columbia

MO

Academic laboratory

7/23/07

University of
Michigan

Ann Arbor

MI

7/25/07

University of
California Los
Angeles

Los Angeles

CA

Support recreation
building
Academic

7/27/07

Brandeis
University

Waltham

MA

Academic laboratory

7/31/07

SUNYOswego

Oswego

NY

Residence
hall

7/17/07

City

Fatalitie
s

Date

Keyword
s

Synopsis
A fire in a residence hall was started when a contractor
damaged an underground electrical line. Damage was
less than $5,000.
A fire broke out in Sawyer Theater at approximately 6:00
p.m. No one was injured.

sprinkler
save

A small electrical fire broke out in a high-voltage room at
the CU Engineering Center, forcing the evacuation of 400
occupants and was brought under control by fire fighters.
The occupants of an off-campus house were alerted to a
fire in the building’s attic space. Fire damage was limited
to the attic and was extinguished by the fire department.
A passerby saw a fire in the attic of an off-campus house
and alerted the occupants to the fire. The fire was
contained to the attic area.
A fire at approximately 10:00 p.m. broke out in a
laboratory at the University of Missouri. It was believed to
have been started by a hot plate next to an exhaust hood.
The fire was controlled by the activation of a single
sprinkler head
An early morning fire broke out in an electrical room in the
basement of the Central Campus Recreation Building.
The building reopened a few hours after the fire.
An explosion in an equipment room in the basement of an
academic building forced the evacuation of 200
occupants. According to a university spokesman, the fire
was related to an electrical malfunction.
A fire in a laboratory badly burned the legs of a female
student. Her male lab partner burned his hands as he
tried to assist her. The cause of the fire was not reported.
Unattended cooking started a fire in a residence hall
occupied by 56 summer students. When the students
who were cooking in the wok returned to the kitchen, the
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Synopsis
fire had spread to the cabinets and they unsuccessfully
attempted to put out the fire using fire extinguishers before
activating the building’s fire alarm system.

8/1/07

University of
Idaho

Moscow

ID

8/6/07

University of
Victoria

Vancouver

BC

Greek sorority

2

Offcampus

8/7/07

Bridgewater
State College

Bridgewater

MA

Unknown

8/10/07

Stony Brook
University

Stony Brook

NY

Academic

Fatal,
couch

The smoke alarms had been disabled by workers in the
building and the building’s fire alarm system did not
automatically activate. The students were relocated to
another residence hall because of the disabled system.
A fire broke out in the Pi Beta Phi sorority at approximately
11:45 p.m. Upon arrival there was heavy fire showing and
fire crews were unable to do an interior fire attack. The
building suffered extensive damage.
Two women were killed in an off-campus house fire
occupied by five male students from the University of
Victoria. All five students were hospitalized with
varying injuries including smoke inhalation and
burns. One was forced to jump from a second story
window, the other from a first story window. A
hookah was determined to be the cause of the fire,
according to media reports. One of the occupants
was sleeping on the couch next to the hookah when
he awoke, feeling hot. As we woke, the couch burst
into flames. The police report that drugs were not
involved in the incident.
Elizabeth Robinson, 22
Brenna Jaclyn Innes, 21
A cooling fan in an electrical closet overheated, melting a
light fixture which started a fire. A similar fire occurred on
July 31, and the contractor has removed all similar fans for
inspection.
A fire started during a roofing project caused extensive
damage to portions of the Physics Building roof.
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Date
8/12/07

School
Bradley
University

City
West Peoria

State
IL

Fatalitie
s
1

Occupanc
y
Offcampus

Keyword
s
fatal

Synopsis
A fire on August 12, 2007 claimed the life of Sheridan
Dahlquist, a sophomore at Bradley University in West
Peoria, Illinois. The fire was reported to have been
started when his roommates fired a roman candle
underneath his door as a prank, igniting towels that
Dahlquist had placed at this door.
The fire occurred at approximately 4:30 a.m. in a twostory, wood frame, off-campus house, occupied by
five people, according to Fire Chief Robert Stecher.
The victim’s room was on the second floor. There
were two smoke alarms in the house, but the chief did
not know if they were working.
Fire crews reported heavy smoke coming from the
bedroom on the second floor, and police officers were
trying to make entry but were unable to do so because
of the heat and smoke.

8/12/07

Iowa State
University

Ames

8/18/07

University of
MissouriColumbia
Connecticut
College

8/30/07

IA

Greek sorority

Columbia

MO

Academic

New London

CT

Support student
center

sprinkler
save

Four students were arrested and charged with arson
as a result of this incident.
A fire in the Alpha Chi Omega sorority at approximately
7:00 p.m. displaced 45 students. The fire caused
$170,000 in damage to two rooms. Some of the
occupants were able to return six days later into the
building. The cause was undetermined.
A fire in an elevator motor forced the evacuation of the
building. The damage was minor and the occupants were
allowed to return a short time later.
A fire in a closet in the basement of the student center
was controlled by the activation of the building fire
sprinkler system. Firefighters extinguished the fire using
portable fire extinguishers.
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Date

School

9/8/07

University of
Nevada Reno

Reno

NV

Occupanc
y
Academic

9/10/07

Stonehill
College

Easton

MA

Off-campus

9/12/07

University of
Michigan

Ann Arbor

MI

9/12/07

Yale
University

New Haven

CT

Support utility
tunnel
Academic

9/13/07

Cal Poly

San Luis
Obispo

CA

Off-campus

9/13/07

Purdue
University

Lafayette

IN

Residence
hall

9/15/07

Plymouth
State
University

Plymouth

NH

Residence
hall

9/18/07

University of
MontanaWestern
East
Stroudsburg

Dillon

MT

Academic

East
Stroudsburg

PA

Support Concessio

9/23/07

City

State

Fatalitie
s

Keyword
s

sprinkler
save

Synopsis
A fire in a transformer switch at the Fleischmann
Agriculture Building forced the relocation of classes and
staff to other buildings while repairs were being made to
the equipment.
The pilot light on a water heater in an off-campus house
ignited leaking gas, causing an explosion. Four students
were inside the building at the time of the explosion but
were able to crawl out of the wreckage.
Smoke in utility tunnels caused the evacuation of a
residence hall and library. The source of the smoke was
believed to be from nearby construction work.
An elevator motor overheated, generating smoke which
triggered the building’s fire alarm system. Fire officials
were concerned by the fact that some professors
continued to teach and students attempted to sneak into
the building while the fire department was on the scene
evaluating the incident.
A fire that started in a garage spread to an off-campus
house, damaging about one-third of the house and a
vehicle.
A fire in an elevator equipment room caused the
evacuation of a high-rise building that housed offices and
graduate student housing. The occupants were allowed to
return after approximately 30 minutes.
A fire in a wastebasket activated the building’s fire alarm
system and was extinguished before it activated the
building’s sprinkler system. The occupant in the room
escaped without injury.
A fire that started in a kiln in a ceramics lab caused about
$5,000 in damage. No one was injured.
A concession stand was destroyed by a fire that broke out
shortly after midnight.
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Date
9/24/07

School
University
McGill
University

City

State

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y
n stand
Support power
station fire

Montreal

QB

Syracuse
University
Brigham
Young
University

Syracuse

NY

Provo

UT

9/25/07

Brigham
Young
University

Provo

UT

Residence
hall

9/25/07

University of
Mary

Bismarck

ND

Academic

9/26/07

University of
Mary

Bismarck

ND

Academic

9/28/07

Various
schools

Boston

MA

Off-campus

9/24/07
9/25/07

Residence
hall
Residence
hall

Keyword
s

Synopsis
A fire in a power station knocked out power to several
buildings and the university’s stadium, forcing the
cancellation of some classes and recreational activities. It
also interrupted power to several residence halls and
medical facilities. Generators restored power to most of
the facilities except for a field house and gymnasium.
A grease fire broke out when two students were cooking
hamburgers. No one was injured.
A fire in a residence hall was caused by cooking. The
occupants put out the initial fire and evacuated but failed
to turn off the stove. The fire then reignited. The fire was
contained to the kitchen but smoke spread throughout the
building.
A kitchen fire broke out in a residence hall. The students
thought they had put out the fire and left the apartment,
but did not turn off the stove and it reignited. The fire was
contained to the kitchen, but smoke spread throughout the
entire building.
A fire in an elevator shaft spread smoke throughout at
least one building. Six occupants on the third floor had to
be rescued over a ground ladder. Three buildings that
had an interconnected basement were evacuated during
the fire.
Six people had to be rescued by fire fighters from a thirdstory classroom when a fire broke out in an elevator shaft.
The occupants of the classroom were alerted to the fire by
the smell of smoke, and when the door was opened the
corridor was filled with smoke. The occupants had to be
rescued over a fire department aerial ladder.
An afternoon fire in a three-story apartment building
caused $500,000 in damage and was caused by a
malfunctioning power strip.
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Date

School

City

State

Fatalitie
s
1

Occupanc
y
Offcampus

10/2/07

Cowley
College

Arkansas
City

KS

10/2/07

University of
North
Carolina

Carrboro

NC

Off-campus

10/8/07

Oakwood
College
University of
South Florida

Huntsville

AL

Tampa

FL

Academic laboratory
Off-campus
apartment

10/11/07

University of
Maryland

College Park

MD

Off-campus

10/22/07

Colgate
University

Hamilton

NY

Off-campus

10/22/07

University of
Hawaii

Honolulu

HI

Academic

10/8/07

Keyword
s
Fatal,
porch

Synopsis
A fire in an off-campus house claimed the life of one
student, Eli Hildebrand. According to Arkansas City
Fire Chief Randy Leach, the fire started on the front
screened-in porch. When fire crews arrived on the
scene the entire front of the house was fully involved.
The victim was found inside the front door. Smoke
alarms in the building had activated, alerting the
occupants to the fire. The cause of the fire was
determined to be careless disposal of smoking
materials on the front porch.
A fire in an off-campus apartment complex claimed the life
of one woman (she was not a student) and injured two
UNC students. They were forced to jump from their
second story apartment to escape the fire. Twenty
residents were displaced.
Two students and a teacher were injured in a flash fire
during a chemistry demonstration involving methanol.
A fire destroyed two apartments. It was the second fire in
the same building within an hour. Four other apartments
were damaged.
A fire in a six-story off-campus apartment building broke
out in an apartment on the third floor. The building’s fire
alarm system was not operable at the time of the fire and
did not sound when the occupants attempted to activate it
using a manual pull station.
Four apartments above a restaurant were damaged by a
fire in the restaurant. Twelve students were displaced by
the fire.
An electrical fire in an academic building caused extensive
water damage. Apparently the fire in an air conditioning
unit caused sufficient damage that water leaked
throughout the weekend and was not discovered until
Monday morning.
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Occupanc
y
Academic laboratory

Keyword
s

ID

Residence
hall

sprinkler
save

Sumter
County

SC

Various

University of
Washington

Seattle

WA

Greek –
fraternity

10/27/07

San Jose
State
University

San Jose

CA

Residence
hall

10/27/07

University of
Mississippi
Medical
Center
University of
South
Carolina and
Clemson
University

Jackson

MS

Academic laboratory

Ocean Isle
Beach

NC

Date

School

10/23/07

Kansas State
University

Manhattan

KS

10/23/07

Northwest
Nazarene
University

Boise

10/24/07

Morris
College

10/25/07

10/28/07

City

State

Fatalitie
s

7

Offcampus
vacation
home

sprinkler
save

porch

Synopsis
A fire caused by a battery charger was discovered by a
security guard at 4:30 a.m. The fire caused $100,000 in
damage.
A microwave was placed on top of a stove and was
ignited. Two sprinkler heads activated, extinguishing the
fire. The stove was thought to be non-operational. The
sprinklers were installed after a fire in student housing in
2001.
A series of arson fires have been set in a residence hall
and two academic buildings as well as a smoke bomb in
one building.
A fire broke out at the Tau Kappa Epsilon fraternity. The
fire broke out in the basement and was detected by the
fraternity’s cook. The occupants attempted to extinguish
the fire using portable fire extinguishers.
An occupant was melting wax on a stove and left it
unattended in the ninth-floor common area. The fire was
extinguished by the building’s automatic fire sprinkler
system.
A fire heavily damaged a laboratory on the fifth floor of the
School of Dentistry.

Six students from the University of South Carolina
and one from Clemson University were killed in a fire
at a vacation beach home in Ocean Isle Beach, North
Carolina. The cause of the fire is believed to be
careless disposal of smoking materials on an exterior
porch.
Six people were able to escape, some by jumping
from upper story windows to the canal below.

Page 279
Information compiled by Campus Firewatch ©2012 www.campus-firewatch.com ecomeau@campus-firewatch.com

Campus Incidents January 2000 to March 4, 2011
Sorted by Date
Unless otherwise indicated, this information was compiled from media sources and was not verified.

Date

School

City
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Keyword
s

Synopsis
Six of the seven victims had elevated blood alcohol
levels ranging from 0.16 to 0.29. Lauren Mahon did
not have any trace of alcohol.

10/29/07

Marshall
University

Huntington

WV

Residence
hall

11/1/07

Southeast
Missouri State
University

Cape
Girardeau

MO

Greek –
fraternity

11/4/07

Jackson State
University

Jackson

MS

Residence
hall

11/8/07

DePaul
University

Chicago

IL

Residence
hall

11/8/07

East
Stroudsburg
University

East
Stroudsburg

PA

1

Offcampus

sprinkler
save

fatal

Justin Anders, 19
Travis Calen, 19
Lauren Mahon, 18
Cassidy Pendley, 18
William Rhea, 18
Allison Walden, 19
Emily Yelton, 18
A fire in a basement break room was caused by an air
conditioner unit. The fire was contained to the room by
activation of the building’s automatic fire sprinkler system.
The Sigma Chi fraternity was destroyed by an early
morning fire shortly after 4:00 a.m. The cause of the fire
was unreported, but there had been a Halloween party the
night before.
A fire in a residence assistant’s room on the fifth floor
broke out in the kitchen area. One student reported that
she was in the shower, heard people screaming and
thought it was a fire drill so she “took her time.” Even
when she saw the smoke, she thought it was from the
shower.
A fire broke out in a garbage can on the fourth floor. Two
security guards were treated and released at a hospital as
a result of the fire. None of the occupants were displaced
by the fire.
November 8, 2007
Off-campus fatal fire
East Stroudsburg University
East Stroudsburg, Pennsylvania
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Keyword
s

Synopsis
One student was killed in an off-campus house. The
building was a side-by-side duplex and the fire
originated on the other side from where the students
were living. One occupant on that side, not a student,
was killed in the fire which was started by a child
playing with a lighter. The fire spread to the side
occupied by students from East Stroudsburg
University

11/9/07

Colorado
State
University

Fort Collins

CO

11/9/07

Rochester
Institute of
Technology

Rochester

NY

Residence
hall

2

Offcampus

fatal

Jeffrey Daily, Junior
A fire at approximately 4:00 p.m. in the International
House, a residence hall used to house older students at
Colorado State University. The cause of the fire was
determined to be careless disposal of smoking materials
in potting soil on a balcony.
Two students were killed in an off-campus house fire.
The fire started in a fireplace that was not equipped
with a screen. One of the victims was sleeping in the
room where the fire started. A smoke alarm was
activated, but the tenants did not react until a second
smoke alarm activated on the second floor.
Approximately eight minutes elapsed before the fire
department was alerted to the fire.
Both victims had blood alcohol levels twice the legal
limit.

11/9/07

Southern
Union State
Community
College

Wadley

AL

Residence
hall

Seth Policzer
Syed Ali Turab, 21
The second fire within several weeks broke out in a
second floor bedroom of a residence hall. The cause is
unknown but it is believed that it may be electrical.
Several students were treated for smoke inhalation and
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Date

11/10/07

School

City

State

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y

Franklin and
Marshal
College
Plymouth
State
University
Newberry
College

Lancaster

PA

Residence
hall

Plymouth

NH

Off-campus

Newberry

SC

Greek –
fraternity

11/12/07

University of
Wisconsin –
Whitewater

Whitewater

WI

Greek –
fraternity

11/13/07

University of
Florida
University of
South
Alabama
University of
Wisconsin –
Madison

Gainesville

FL

Academic

Mobile

AL

Residence
hall

Madison

WI

11/10/07

11/12/07

11/18/07

11/18/07

1

Offcampus

Keyword
s

Synopsis
one was hospitalized overnight. The smoke was reported
to be so thick that one student jumped from a third-story
window.
A suspicious fire broke out in a residence hall at
approximately 5:30 a.m. causing $12,000 in damage.

sprinkler
save

Fatal,
porch,
couch

A fire shortly after 12:30 a.m. has displaced 23 students.
The fire started on a stove in one of the apartments and
caused approximately $50,000 in damage.
The Kappa Alpha fraternity was destroyed by a fire that
broke out at approximately 3:00 p.m. The farmhouse was
used by the fraternity for social gatherings. According to
press reports, this is the third fraternity house fire in the
past 25 years.
A fire broke out at the Tau Kappa Epsilon fraternity at
approximately 2:45 a.m. The occupant of the room of
origin was awakened by the smoke and the heat. Alarms
in the house alerted the other four occupants, all who
made it out safely. Five other occupants were not home
at the time of the fire.
A fire in a chlorine pump room was extinguished by the
activation of the building’s automatic fire sprinkler system.
A room was damaged by a fire in a residence hall.

One person was killed in an off-campus house fire.
According to fire officials, the fire was caused by the
careless disposal of smoking materials in a couch on
the front porch. There were no working smoke alarms
in the building at the time of the fire. Five other
students were displaced by the fire.
The victim, who had been a student at the University
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State
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s
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y

Keyword
s

Synopsis
of Wisconsin – La Crosse but was taking a semester
off, was visiting his brother, who was a student at the
University of Wisconsin – Madison.

11/26/07

Washington
University

St. Louis

MO

Academic laboratory

11/27/07

University of
Wisconsin –
Whitewater

Whitewater

WI

Off-campus

12/2/07

California
State
University –
Fullerton
Utica College

Fullerton

CA

Off-campus

Utica

NY

Residence
hall

12/29/07

Clarion
University

Clarion

PA

1/10/08

Truman State
University

Kirksville

MO

12/2/07

1

Offcampus

Residence
hall

Peter Talen, 23.
It is believed that a fire was started by a welder working in
a laboratory shortly after 9:00 a.m. The fire ignited a chair
and a push cart.
November 27, 2007
Off-campus house
University of Wisconsin – Whitewater
Whitewater, Wisconsin
Ten students were displaced by an off-campus fire that
broke out at 3:40 p.m.
Three students were displaced by a fire that caused
approximately $80,000 in damage. The fire was caused
by an unattended candle.
sprinkler
save

fatal

An arson fire broke out at 3:12 a.m. in a Utica College
residence hall. A door covered with wrapping paper and
decoration had been set on fire, but the fire was controlled
by the activation of the building’s automatic fire sprinkler
system.
A freshman was killed in an off-campus house fire.
She lived in a mobile home with her parents and
brother. The fire broke out at approximately 4:50 a.m.
and the victim’s parents and brother were able to
escape.
Bethany Marie Smith, 18
An occupant of the University Farm Duplex was sleeping
when a fire broke out in the kitchen of the duplex. The fire,
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Date

School

City

State

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y

1/12/08

Fairfield
University

Fairfield

CT

Residence
hall

1/13/08

Penn State

State College

PA

Greekfraternity

1/17/200
8

Unknown
school

Arlington

TX

Off-campus

1/19/08

University of
Illinois,
Chicago
Morris
College

Chicago

IL

Academic

Sumter
County

SC

Residence
hall

University of
South
Carolina

Columbia

SC

Residence
hall

1/23/08

1/24/08

Keyword
s

sprinkler
save

Synopsis
started by an electrical appliance malfunction, destroyed
the building. The structure's smoke detectors were
disabled at the time of the fire due to reconstruction.
A fire in Townhouse 8 was detected by the building's
automatic fire alarm system and reported to Fairfield
University Security. Upon arrival fire department personnel
found an working fire on the first floor of the townhouse. It
was determined that the fire was caused by a surge of 110
volts through a 24-volt thermostat circuit.
A fire in a fraternity injured two of the occupants. The fire
broke out in a futon, and the occupants were alerted to the
fire by the activation of the building's fire alarm system.
Although the building was sprinklered, the fire did not
become large enough to activate the system. The cause
of the fire was not determined at press time. One victim
was found in the room of origin, but was unable to selfrescue. Fire personnel removed the victim. According to
officials, the building could have been reoccupied shortly
after the fire except for the code issues that needed to be
corrected.
An early-morning fire destroyed an off-campus house. The
cause of the fire, which broke out at approximately 3:30
a.m., is unknown.
A fire on the fourth floor at the UIC College of Pharmacy
medical building required a hazardous materials response
to contain the incident.
A fire in a residence hall was caused by an electrical short
in an HVAC unit. The fire caused an estimated $10,000 in
damage.
Fifteen USC students were forced from their West Quad
dorms Thursday night because of an accidental kitchen
fire in one of the rooms. No one was hurt and the damage
was kept to a minimum, thanks in part to the building's
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1/27/08

Illinois
Wesleyan
University

Bloomington

IL

Greekfraternity

1/27/08

Indiana State
University

Terre Haute

IN

Residence
hall

1/27/08

Southwestern
Christian
College
University of
Tennessee

Terrell

TX

Administrat
ion

Knoxville

TN

Residence
hall

1/31/08

College of
William and
Mary

Williamsburg

VA

Support dining

2/6/08

Massachusett
s College of
Liberal Arts

North Adams

MA

Residence
hall

2/6/08

Wayne State
University

Detroit

MI

Off-campus

2/11/08

New York
University

New York

NY

Residence
hall

2/18/08

Baylor

Waco

TX

Academic

1/28/08

Keyword
s

Synopsis
sprinkler
A fire at 2:40 am caused an estimated $90,000 in damage
to the Phi Mu Alpha fraternity. It was reported that the fire
started in a void space between the basement and the first
floor and was caused by an electrical failure.
A fire in a high-rise residence hall destroyed one room and
caused water and smoke damage throughout two floors. A
resident assistant was treated for smoke inhalation after
trying to extinguish the fire. The fire was caused by an
unattended candle.
The administration building was destroyed by a fire. The
early morning fire caused an estimated $1.8 million in
damage.
A fire on the fifth floor of a dormitory at the University of
Tennessee forced the evacuation of the building. There
were no serious injuries.
A kitchen toaster in the University Center dining hall
caused a small electrical fire yesterday. “Staff immediately
called 911 and put the fire out with an extinguisher,”
College spokesman Brian Whitson wrote in an email to
Residence Life staff.

sprinkler
save

A fire broke out in a college-owned townhouse. It was
contained to one room and was extinguished by the fire
department.
A fire in an off-campus apartment building housing 20
students caused extensive damage and killed one man in
the apartment of origin (the victim was not a college
student).
A fire that started in a dryer in a high rise residence hall
was controlled by the activation of the building's automatic
fire sprinkler system.
Eight students and a faculty member were briefly trapped
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University

3/14/08

Smith College

Northampton

MA

Academic laboratory

3/26/08

Binghamton
University

Binghamton

NY

Off-campus

3/30/08

Chico State
University

Chico

CA

Off-campus

3/30/08

Utah Valley
State College

Orem

UT

Off-campus

4/1/08

Kent State
University

Kent

OH

Residence
hall

4/4/08

University of
Central
Florida
University of
Wisconsin –

Orlando

FL

Residence
hall

Menomonie

WI

4/5/08

3

Offcampus

Synopsis
in an elevator when the elevator motor caught fire. Baylor
Police put out the fire prior to the arrival of the fire
department. (900)
An explosion in a laboratory forced the evacuation of the
building at approximately 11:00 p.m. No one was injured
in the explosion.
Five students were displaced after a fire destroyed their
off-campus house.
A fire in a bathroom in an off-campus apartment building
at 6:55 pm forced the evacuation of the building. A few
residents reported smoke inhalation injuries, and
according to media reports not all of the occupants
evacuated when the alarm sounded. The building is
operated as an off-campus dormitory but is not associated
with Chico State University.
A candle caused a fire in an off-campus apartment
building occupied by students from the Utah Valley State
college. Sixty students were displaced by a fire that
caused between $200,000 and $300,000 in damage.
A fire in a residence hall occupied by approximately 180
students was caused when a lamp fell onto a bean bag
chair and ignited it. According to media reports, the
occupant of the room smelled smoke for approximately 25
minutes but thought it was an electrical problem before the
bean bag burst into flames. The fire damage was
contained to one room causing approximately $180,000 in
damage.
A candle was the cause of a fire on the third floor of a
seven-story residence hall.

fatal

Three students were killed in an off-campus house
fire. The fire was reported at 3:32 a.m. and upon
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Stout

4/9/08

4/10/08

4/13/08

4/15/08

4/17/08

4/18/08

4/22/08

Synopsis
arrival there was reported smoke throughout the
building. The three victims were found in bedrooms
on the second floor.

Abbeville
Technical
College
Syracuse
University

Abbeville

LA

Academic

Syracuse

NY

Residence
hall

University of
Maryland
Eastern Shore
University of
Michigan

Princess Anne

MD

Ann Arbor

MI

Support student
services
Off-campus

University of
Massachusett
s
University of
Maryland

Amherst

MA

Residence
hall

College Park

MD

Residence
hall

College of
Saint Rose

Albany

NY

Off-campus

April Englund, 21
Amanda Jean Rief, 20
Scott Hams, 23
A fire shortly before 10:00 a.m. was confined to an
electrical panel but forced the cancellation of classes.
sprinkler
save

Clothing was ignited by an incandescent light bulb and the
fire activated the building’s fire alarm system at
approximately 3:40 a.m. One person was transported for
minor burn injuries and another was treated on the scene.
The fire was controlled by the activation of the building’s
automatic fire sprinkler system.
An arson fire in a men’s bathroom caused $4,000 in fire
damage.

Porch,
couch

A fire in an off-campus house at approximately 7:00 p.m.
was caused by embers from a hookah pipe igniting a
couch on the porch. The fire caused extensive damage to
the first floor and there was heavy smoke damage to the
second and third stories. Five students were displaced by
the fire.
A fire outside of a residence hall was started in a pile of
branches that had been left by a physical plant crew doing
tree trimming.
A fire was started by careless disposal of smoking
materials on the roof near the elevator room. Fire and
smoke damage was reported to be minor.
A fire in an off-campus house displaced five students.
The fire started on the porch and spread to adjacent

porch
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4/25/08

Dickinson
College

Carlisle

PA

Residence
hall

5/1/08

Central State
University

Wilberforce

OH

Residence
hall

5/2/08

Harvard
University
University of
Maine

Cambridge

MA

Orono

ME

Support transformer
Residence
hall

George
Washington
University
University of
Arkansas

Washington

DC

Residence
hall

Pine Bluff

AR

Residence
hall

Colorado
State
University
University of
Northern Iowa

Greely

CO

Cedar Falls

IA

Greek
housing –
fraternity
Exterior

Tulane
University

New Orleans

LA

5/2/08

5/3/08

5/3/08

5/5/08

5/6/08

5/7/08

Greek fraternity

Keyword
s

porch

Synopsis
buildings.
A fire at 7:25 a.m. damaged the common room of Malcolm
Hall. The fire displaced 71 students. Most of the damage
was reported to be caused by the smoke.
A fire on the second floor of a four-story building injured
five students. Three suffered smoke inhalation and two
were injured when they jumped from a window to escape
the fire.
A fire in an underground vault at 2:30 a.m. shut down
parts of Harvard University.
Two students removed light bulbs from fixtures, put them
in a microwave and then turned on the unit, starting a fire
in the microwave. Both students have been charged with
reckless conduct.
A fire at 9:45 pm broke out on the second floor of a
residence hall. There were no injuries and it appears the
fire may have started in an air conditioner.
A fire at 3:33 a.m. on the second floor of a 3-story
residence hall displaced 110 students and injured three. It
was reported that 50 rooms were damaged by the fire.
The cause was not reported.
Improper disposal of smoking materials caused $45,000 to
a fraternity. The fire broke out on the back porch of the
building and spread to the building and contents.
A fire in an exterior exhaust grate was believed to have
been started by careless disposal of smoking materials
which ignited accumulated leaves and sticks. The fire was
quickly extinguished.
Ten members of the Pi Kappa Alpha fraternity have been
charged following an alleged hazing incident where two
pledges were treated for severe burns resulting from an
incident on April 25. Reportedly the victims were burned
with boiling water containing cayenne pepper when it was
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5/12/08

University of
Colorado

Boulder

CO

Off-campus

5/12/08

University of
Wisconsin –
Madison

Madison

WI

Greek–
fraternity

5/19/08

Tompkins
Cortland
Community
College

Ithaca

NY

1

Offcampus

Keyword
s

fatal

Synopsis
poured on their backs repeatedly until they screamed.
An exterior fire spread to an apartment building and
damaged seven of the 31 units. The fire broke out at
approximately 2:30 a.m.
A fire at the Sigma Phi Epsilon fraternity destroyed the
building worth an estimate three-quarters of a million
dollars and displaced 28 students. The fire broke out at
approximately 11:40 pm. A previous fire nine years ago
caused an estimated $500,000 in damage.
A student attending Tompkins Cortland Community
College in Dryden, New York, was killed on Monday in
an off-campus fire in nearby Ithaca, New York.
Michelle Morey, 29, was a full-time student in the
Office Management and Administration degree
program reported college spokesman Peter Voorhees.
The fire was reported at approximately 6:30 am in a
two-story duplex according to Ithaca Fire Department
Deputy Chief Tom Parsons. The building was a twostory, wood frame, side-by-side duplex. It was
equipped with interconnected, hardwired smoke
alarms that did activate and alerted the occupants to
the fire. The fire originated in the living room area on
the first floor and at this time the cause of the fire is
still under investigation. It is not believed to be
incendiary.
The two female occupants were asleep in bedrooms
on the second floor. The neighbors reported hearing
the women screaming and when they looked towards
the fire building they could see both occupants in
windows on the second floor. One woman was forced
to jump and her fall was broken by two civilians.
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5/19/08

5/28/08

5/28/08

School

City

State

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y

University of
Minnesota St.
Paul
Ohio
University

St. Paul

MN

Academic
building

Athens

OH

Off-campus

University of
Arizona

Tucson

AZ

Academic
building

Ann Arbor

MI

Greekfraternity

5/30/08

5/30/08

University of
California,

Santa Barbara

CA

Residence
hall

6/11/08

Hampton
University

Hampton
Roads

VA

Historic
Building

6/15/08

University of
New
Hampshire

Durham

NH

Residence
hall

Keyword
s

Synopsis
Upon arrival, the fire department reported that the
building was fully involved and bystanders told the
first-arriving units that there was still one occupant
inside of the building. Fire department personnel
made entry into the building and found the victim on
the second floor.
Fumes from a tank containing a decaying animal carcass
injured seven people at the Large Animal Hospital and
Veterinary Science building.
A fire in an off-campus apartment is believed to be arson.
The small fire at 3:30 a.m. activated the building’s fire
alarm system and the occupant was able to extinguish the
fire before the building’s sprinkler system was activated.
Two students and a professor were mixing hydrogen
peroxide and sulfuric acid when a minor explosion
occurred. There were no injuries.
The Delta Upsilon fraternity house was destroyed by fire
which began in the center of the house. As the building
was being renovated, it was unoccupied.
A fire broke out in the Santa Rosa Dorm at 3:00 am. due
to hookah coals that were allegedly left on a windowsill.
The coals fell down and ignited piles of pine needles on
the exterior of the building. Approximately 400 students
were asked to evacuate.
A historic building was damaged due to fire at the
Hampton University. The cause of fire is still unknown and
started in avoid space in the roof of the entryway.
Fortunately no one was hurt and damage is estimated at
$250,000.
A fire broke out in a dormitory in a fifth floor kitchen at the
University of New Hampshire. Fortunately no one was
injured. Fire fighters were able to put out the fire which
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Date

6/17/08

School

City

State

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y

Middle
Georgia
College
University of
South
Carolina
Upstate

Cochran

GA

Residence
hall

Spartanburg

SC

Off-campus

8/08/08

University of
New Mexico

Albuquerque

NM

Greek–
fraternity

8/26/08

University of
Iowa

Iowa City

IA

Residence
hall

6/30/08

8/26/08

8/27/08

University of
Missouri

Miami

Columbia

Oxford

MO

OH

Residence
hall

Residence

Keyword
s

Synopsis
was caused when grease that had built up in the exhaust
hood over the stove ignited. Residents returned to their
rooms after the fire was contained.
A residence hall, under construction, caught fire. Cause of
the fire is still unknown and investigation is under way.
Fire broke out around 3:45 a.m. in Building G of an offcampus apartment complex. All students were able to get
out and no one was hurt. Some possessions in the
apartments were destroyed, though. The University
assisted the students with support services. The
community offered help, too.
A fire alarm woke thirteen members of the house early
Wednesday morning. The fire crew was able to get the fire
under control which was confined to a storage room in the
basement. No injuries reported. The cause of the fire is
still being investigated.
An accidental fire started when a light bulb from a floor
lamp came in contact with bedding material in Burge
Residence hall.
The room's occupant was moved to another room. The
smoke was cleared with fans and all the dorm residents
were later allowed to move in their rooms
Columbia firefighters rushed to Lathrop Hall, 1003
Maryland Ave., and advanced to the second floor and
found light smoke, according to a news release from the
Columbia Fire Department. Crews used fans to ventilate
the area.
A wire from a room heater made contact with the plug of a
cell phone charger resulting in fire.
A fire appeared to be intentionally set in an on-campus
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Date

School

City

State

University

9/02/08

UMBC

Baltimore

MD

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y
hall

Keyword
s

Residence
hall

sprinkler
save

Synopsis
student housing building in the Miami university's Oxford
campus. Smoke detectors in the building were set off by a
smoldering block of wood and a sponge that were left in
two kitchenettes. No injuries reported
A small fire that began after a flammable object was
thrown into Harbor Hall’s fourth floor north and west wing
trash room, triggering the room’s sprinkler and the
building’s fire alarm.
A dozen rooms in the north and west wings bordering the
elevator suffered water damage.
Once the sprinkler was turned off, housekeeping and
facilities staff members set to work. Large fans were run
around the clock to dry sodden carpets and walls,
dehumidifiers were placed in exceptionally damp rooms,
and sagging ceiling tiles were removed.

9/09/08

9/11/08

Drake
University

Des Moines

9/15/08

Evergreen
State College
campus

Olympia

NY

Residence
hall

IA

Residence
hall

WA

Various

sprinkler
save

Fortunately no one was injured.
A 19-year-old Medaille College student is accused of
starting a fire in South Residence hall by emptying hot
marijuana ash into a garbage can. Forty-three students
from South Residence hall on the Agassiz Circle campus
were displaced by the water damage to their dorm. The
sprinkler system put out the wastebasket fire.
Two students put a Kleenex box into a friend's microwave
on the third floor of the residence hall as part of a prank.
The smoldering fire activated the building's fire alarm
system.
Two fires broke out at the Evergreen State College
campus. One was in the dumpsters and the other was in
the college's organic farm. The cause was arson.
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Date

9/15/08

School

Gallaudet
University

9/19/08

Boston
College

9/22/08

Virginia Tech

City

Washington

Brookline

State

DC

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y

Keyword
s

The organic farm fire was deliberately set. Damages were
around $30,000.
A chemical scare sent 100 Gallaudet University out of
their dormitories. Fire crews were summoned after a
maintenance worker discovered several suspiciouslooking containers in the duct work above an unoccupied
room at the Ballard Hall-North dormitory.

Residence
hall

MA

Off-campus

VA

Exterior

9/24/08

Pearl River
Community
College

Poplarville

MS

Residence
hall

9/30/08

Concord
University

Athens

WV

Residence
hall

Synopsis

The scare proved to be baseless and students were called
back in soon after.
About 200 people were forced out of their homes after the
fire that broke out at about 4 a.m. at brownstone
apartments at 11 Strathmore Road near Beacon Street,
Cleveland Circle and the Green Line MBTA stop. The fire
started on the apartment house's rooftop deck. There was
extensive damage to the tar and gravel roof. No injuries
reported
A fire took place in a dumpster just behind Miles
Residence hall. The cause was smoking materials.

sprinkler
save

Fortunately no one was injured and there was not much
damage reported.
A student has been charged after exploding fireworks in a
dormitory room which resulted in a fire. The fire was
contained to the room of origin by the building's automatic
fire sprinkler system. Nobody was injured.
A fire started when a cigarette was thrown down a
garbage chute in the south tower male dorm.
Students rushed out as soon as they heard the fire alarm.
The fire was extinguished by the time the firefighters
arrived on the scene.
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Date

10/07/08

10/07/08

10/09/08

School

University of
Arizona

University of
Iowa

Arizona State
University

City

Tucson

Iowa City

Tempe

State

AZ

IA

AZ

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y

Residence
hall

Off-campus

Greek fraternity

Keyword
s

Synopsis
The emergency response plan at the University is being
re-evaluated.
A student noticed smoke coming out of a storage room
and activated the fire alarm. The fire was found in a
storage room which was used to store newspapers under
the exterior stairs on the east side of the building.
The cause was a cigarette which fell on the newspapers
which in turn caught fire. Joel Hauff, associate director of
the student union facilities and operations, is coming up
with a plan which will help eliminate these types of
incidents.
University of Iowa junior Keith Dennis of Winthrop and
three of his roommates wait outside of their house at 610
S. Lucas after a fire broke out in Iowa City. No one was
injured in the fire, which started about 7 a.m. in the
morning
The firefighters worked to extinguish a fire in the walls at
the back of the house. The cause is being investigated.
A fire broke out at an Arizona State University fraternity
house Tuesday night.
Members of Sigma Chi fraternity had stuffed pallets of
wood into a chimney and lit them.

10/09/08

Eastern
Kentucky
University

Richmond

KY

Residence
hall

Firefighters encountered flames shooting eight feet out of
the chimney on their arrival.
Three attacks of arson occurred Monday on the campus of
Eastern Kentucky University. The first incident occurred
when someone lit a roll of toilet paper and threw it down a
trash chute in Dupree Hall. The second one was a pull
station activation on the fifth floor of the Hall and the third
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Date

10/09/08

10/13/08

10/14/08

School

Portland State
University

Clover Park
Technical
College

Cornell
University

City

Portland

Seattle

Ithaca

State

OR

WA

NY

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y

Residence
hall

Academic

Off-campus

Keyword
s

Synopsis
one occurred at the Powell building. The details of the
third fire are unknown. It is obvious though, that these 3
fires were linked.
A Portland State University student set fire at a PSU
dormitory. By the time the firefighters arrived the fire had
been extinguished by one of the residents. The team
removed all the smoke and reset the alarms.
Paul Rowley, the student, was arrested on suspicion of
arson in the first degree. Rowley was also a resident of
the building.
The cause of a two-alarm blaze at Clover Park Technical
College was likely arson. Fortunately no one was injured
as the affected building, containing offices and classrooms
used for early childhood education, was empty.
Firefighters worked for more than 5 hours to contain the
blaze. Later it spread to an inaccessible space in the roof.
The fire caused about $900,000 in damage.
Around 10 Ithaca College students were displaced on
Friday after a power surge in the electrical lines caused a
fire in one of the third-floor apartments of the three-story
building. Firefighters rushed to the scene and controlled
the fire.
Following the fire, electronic items were stolen from this
apartment.

10/14/08

University of
Northern Iowa

Cedar Falls

IA

Residence
hall

The apartments suffered water and property damage.
A fire broke out Monday evening in the kitchen of one of
the apartments at the University of Northern Iowa.
The fire was extinguished by the firefighters and
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Date

10/19/08

School

City

University of
New Mexico

State

NM

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y

Off-campus

Keyword
s

Synopsis
fortunately no one was injured. The cause of the fire is still
unknown.
There were 3 fires overnight at the UNM campus. Arson is
suspected as the cause.
Firefighters struggled to get the fires under control.
Students were asked to evacuate. Fortunately the homes
were not occupied at the time of the fire.

10/20/08

University of
Central
Florida

Orlando

10/22/08

10/28/08

Western
Michigan
University

10/29/08

Texas State

Kalamazoo
County

FL

Residence
hall

MI

Residence
hall

MI

Off-campus

TX

Residence

There was a lot of damage to the two homes. The old
Kappa Sigma house was to be demolished soon.
There was explosion in one of the rooms in the UCF
residence halls. A student who was attempting to make
Adderall, a prescription psychostimulant used to treat
attention deficit hyperactivity disorder when the explosion
happened. There was no fire from the explosion and
fortunately no one was injured. Everybody was asked to
evacuate. After a few hours students were allowed to
reenter. Investigation is underway. (Subsequent news
reports stated that this may have been a drug lab.)
Students were on fall break when a fire broke out at the
University of Michigan's Mary Markley Hall. The cause
was a small fan that caught fire in an empty room. The
few students that were present quickly evacuated the
building. No injuries reported.
A massive fire destroyed more than 50 student
apartments. The cause of the fire was a single cigarette.
The Western Michigan University has now housed these
students in one of its residence halls. The students are
being helped by the school authorities to get back into the
routine. The fire has affected the studies and professors
are working hard to restore the student's schedule.
A fire broke out at one of the houses on the campus of
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School

City

State

Technical
College

10/29/08

Washburn
University

10/30/08

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y
hall

Topeka

KS

Academic

Boone

NC

Off-campus
house

11/03/08

Greenville
Technical
College

Greenville

SC

Residence
hall

11/03/08

Ohio
University

Athens

GA

Off-campus

11/03/08

University of
California

Santa Barbara

CA

Residence
hall

11/04/08

Weber State
University

Ogden

UT

Residence
hall

Keyword
s

sprinkler
save

Synopsis
Texas State Technical College. The fire was contained in
time hence there were no injuries. The school structure
has weakened and this is the fourth fire in five days. The
cause of these fires is still unknown. Arson is suspected.
Heavy smoke was seen coming from the top floor of the
Washburn University Living Learning Center. Students
were able to quickly evacuate without anybody getting
hurt. The fire was intentionally set and Police are looking
for the suspect. Cash reward of up to $5,500 has been
offered to anyone with information regarding this incident.
A cigarette smoldering in a trash can started a fire at one
of the student houses. The Oak street home was in flames
when the firefighters arrived. The students got themselves
out just in time. No one was hurt. The students were
relocated to a nearby hotel. The Watauga County Fire
Marshal and Emergency Management Office is offering a
class on Fire safety this November.
A stove inside one of the dorm rooms caught fire setting
off the sprinkler system. Students of the Greenville
Technical College had to evacuate the building. There
was extensive fire and water damage. No one was hurt.
It was a traumatic situation for two Ohio University
students when they lost their house to fire. The fire was
extinguished quickly but it did cause extensive damage.
The students have been temporarily relocated some place
on South Green. No injuries reported.
A microwave burst into flames following an electrical
malfunction in the first-floor kitchen of the Santa Cruz
Dorm. The fire was quickly extinguished. There were no
injuries reported. Residents were asked to evacuate the
building and were later allowed to reenter.
A man set a fire inside one of the school's dormitories.
Fortunately no one was injured. There was some
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11/06/08

Indiana State
University

Terre Haute

IN

Residence
hall

11/06/08

Vermont
Technical
College

Randolph
Center

VT

Administrat
ion

11/08/08

University of
North
Carolina

Chapel Hill

NC

Historical
building

11/11/08

Clemson
University

Clemson

SC

Support utility
tunnel

11/11/08

Radford
University

Roanoke

VA

Off-campus

11/14/08

University of
Wisconsin Green Bay
Campus
Westmont
College

Green Bay

WI

Residence
hall

CA

Wildfire

11/14/08

Keyword
s

sprinkler
save

Synopsis
damage done to the carpets and a sofa. The accused has
been booked into the Weber County Jail.
Students at the ISU had to be temporarily relocated due to
a fire in the dorm. There was a lot of water damage. The
cause of the fire is believed to be accidental. This was the
second fire this year.
A fire destroyed a building on the Vermont Technical
College campus in Randolph. Firefighters struggled to
keep the fire from spreading. The cause of the fire is still
not known.
A 19th-century building at the University of North Carolina
at Chapel Hill caught fire. Thankfully the automatic
sprinklers contained the fire from spreading. The fire
caused an estimated $50,000 worth of damage to Gerrard
Hall. The cause is still under investigation.
A fire started in a utility tunnel outside Littlejohn Coliseum.
Firefighters were able to contain the fire. Fortunately no
one was injured as there was nobody present in the
building at the time of fire. The cause is being
investigated.
A fire broke out at the Radford University Monday
evening. The cause was a burning candle. University
students were relocated to an alternated housing. The
incident is still under investigation. The apartments
suffered extensive damage.
There was a fire in the utility room of the R.E. Small
Hall on the UW-Green Bay campus. The cause was an
overheated pump. The fire was extinguished and the
students were relocated. No injuries reported.
A massive fire destroyed several buildings at the Christian
liberal arts college. Fortunately no one was injured.
Everybody had to be evacuated and classes were
canceled. The fire destroyed several homes in the
Page 298

Information compiled by Campus Firewatch ©2012 www.campus-firewatch.com ecomeau@campus-firewatch.com

Campus Incidents January 2000 to March 4, 2011
Sorted by Date
Unless otherwise indicated, this information was compiled from media sources and was not verified.

Date

School

City

State

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y

11/15/08

Radford
University

Radford

VA

Off-campus

11/17/08

San Jose
State
University
Ball State
University

San Jose

CA

Residence
hall

Muncie

IN

Residence
hall

11/19/08

Weber State
University

Ogden

UT

Academic
building

11/20/08

Emory
University
Plymouth
State
University
Indiana State
University

Atlanta

CA

Plymouth

NH

Greek,
fraternity
Residence
hall

Terre Haute

IN

Residence
hall

Alabama
State
University
Indiana State
University

Montgomery

AL

Academic

Terre Haute

IN

Residence
hall

Arizona State
University
Polytechnic

Tempe

AZ

Residence
hall

11/19/08

11/25/08

12/03/08

12/05/08

12/05/08

12/09/08

Keyword
s

Synopsis
neighborhood.
An unattended candle was the cause of a fire in an offcampus apartment that displaced a dozen students. The
other occupants were alerted by the sound of the smoke
alarm but delayed notification until they observed smoke
coming from the apartment.
A fire broke out in a trash can on the third floor of a highrise residence hall forcing the evacuation of the building.
An early-morning fire in an employee break room forced
the evacuation of 1,900 students from the school's largest
dormitory complex for four hours. Classes in the complex
will have to be relocated for at least a week.
An arson fire in an LDS Institute building broke out
Sunday evening. The small fire caused between $300
and $500 in damage.
A fire on an exterior door damaged the door's framing and
some minor smoke damage inside of the building.
A fire in a trash can in a seventh-floor bathroom in a
residence hall was extinguished by a portable fire
extinguisher.
Careless disposal of smoking materials was the cause of
a fire in the university's married student housing complex
resulting in total damage to one room.
A fire broke out in the Leila Barlow Theater, destroying the
theater's curtains.
A fire broke out on the second floor of a residence hall and
was extinguished within fifteen minutes. The cause of the
fire was not reported but it is believed to be suspicious.
A foreign student cooking with grease started a fire that
burned him. The victim was transported by helicopter to
the Maricopa Medical Center.
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12/09/08

12/09/08

School
Campus
Indiana
University of
Pennsylvania
Texas A&M's
campus

City

State

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y

Indiana

PA

Vehicle

College
Station

TX

Constructio
n

12/13/08

University of
Kansas

Lawrence

KS

Residence
hall

12/13/08

University of
Utah

Salt Lake City

UT

Off-campus

12/17/08

Binghamton
University

Vestal

NY

12/18/08

University of
Minnesota

Minneapolis

MN

Support student
Union
Residence
hall

12/22/08

Penn State

State College

PA

Off-campus

1/1/09

Hilo College

HI

Off-campus

Keyword
s

Synopsis
At least eight vehicles were set on fire in a university
parking lot.
A cooking kettle used to heat roofing tar started a fire and
was quickly extinguished by the workers prior to the arrival
of fire fighters.
A fire in a high-rise residence hall broke out. The fire was
reported to have started in a trash can and reportedly filled
the ninth floor with smoke.
Careless disposal of smoking materials is the cause of a
four alarm fire in an off-campus apartment building that
caused extensive damage. Approximately 80 people are
homeless as a result of the fire, some of them students
from the University of Utah.
A fire started in the basement of the Binghamton
University. It was doused by fire extinguishers. There were
no injuries reported. No arson is suspected.
There was a fire in Centennial Hall of the University of
Minnesota. 15 University Dining Services workers were
asked to evacuate. A heater, which either overheated or
was too close to the lumber, caused the fire. No one was
injured
There was a fire at 307 W. Hamilton Ave., State College.
The precise cause of the fire is still unknown. It could have
been an electric fire. There were no injuries. The fire
started in the back of a first floor apartment, on the right
side of the building. The apartment’s front windows were
broken out. In the back, the fire had blackened the side of
the building.
A fire broke out at a five-story home on a steep slope at
65 Halaulani Pl. The home was occupied by 9 Hilo
students. No one was hurt in the fire. The fire was
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1/6/09

Bowling
Green State
University

Bowling Green

OH

Off-campus

1/12/09

Toccoa Falls
College

Toccoa

GA

Historic
building

1/17/09

Clemson
University

Clemson

SC

Off-campus

1/17/09

Mississippi
College

Clinton

MS

Residence
hall

1/18/09

Loyola
University

Chicago

IL

Residence
hall

1/18/09

Marshall
University
Temple
University
Eastern
Kentucky
University
Oregon State
University

Huntington

WV

Philadelphia

PA

Greek fraternity
Residence
hall

Richmond

KY

Corvallis

OR

1/20/09
1/22/09

1/22/09

Residence
hall

Keyword
s

Synopsis
brought under control by the firefighters within an hour.
There was considerable property damage.
An early morning fire destroyed two apartments at a 21unit apartment building at Seventh Street and South
College Avenue in the city Monday. Residents were
evacuated from the other apartments. No injuries
reported.
A fire started on the campus of the Stephens County
school. It started in the kitchen and destroyed the building
completely. Classes are currently canceled and school is
closed to employees. (1000)
A fire that may have been started by a space heater
displaced 10 students in an off-campus apartment
building. Upon arrival the unit was fully involved and
extending above the roof. The damage was contained to
one building.
A reward is being offered for information about a fire that
started in a basement area involving a sofa and a
television.
A fire that started in a footrest in a residence hall room
broke out while three people were asleep in the room. All
escaped from the room.
A fire at the Pi Kappa Alpha fraternity broke out at 1:00 am
and was confined to the roof.
A small fire at 2:30 pm broke out in a residence hall on the
first day of classes.
A fire broke out on the loading dock of the Powell Building
and was quickly extinguished.
A fire in a residence hall was started by an electrical
power strip. The room's occupant tried to unsuccessfully
extinguish it by smothering it with a towel and then used a
fire extinguisher. He was able to extinguish it before the
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1/23/09

International
Business
College

City
Fort Wayne

State

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y

IN

3

Offcampus

1/23/09

University of
San Francisco

San Francisco

CA

Off-campus

1/27/09

Morris
College

Sumter

SC

AcademicLibrary

1/28/09

Wittenberg
University
Berry College

Springfield

OH

Unreported

Mount Berry

GA

Residence
hall

East Carolina
University

Greenville

NC

Greek–
fraternity

1/29/09

1/30/09

Keyword
s
fatal

Synopsis
building's sprinkler system was activated.
Jennifer Spurgeon, 19, Lara Punches, 19, and Renae
Patton, 18, were killed in an early-morning, offcampus fire in an apartment complex used to house
students for the College.
The fire was determined to have been started by an
electrical outlet at the Willows of Coventry apartment
complex.
A fire broke out at 2:21 am in an apartment building
occupied by 10 students from the University of San
Francisco. An occupant reported that he saw blankets on
fire and attempted to extinguish the fire, burning his hands
in the process. The building was fully involved in the rear
upon arrival of fire department units.
Carpet and books were damaged as a result of arson at
the Morris College library. Someone set a plastic plant on
the second floor on fire about 2 p.m., and the blaze quickly
spread to nearby books. No one has yet been charged
with the incident.
A homemade "Bottle Bomb" or "MacGyver Bomb"
exploded at Wittenberg University Monday night.
Residents were forced out of the Clara Hall dormitory due
to a fire on Wednesday. According to information from
Berry College officials, the fire began after a ballast in a
light fixture caught fire and melted a soap dispenser in a
bathroom. The fire was put out quickly, and no one was
hurt during the incident.
Smoke was seen from a 2 story house on Summit Street,
just across 5th Street from the ECU art building, as
firefighters worked to put out the remaining fire that broke
out early Friday morning. All 13 students managed to
escape the fire but one of the pet dogs was killed.
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Keyword
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1/30/09

Heald College

2/3/09

Clemson
University

Clemson

SC

Residence
hall

sprinkler
save

2/5/09

Baylor
University

Waco

TX

Residence
hall

sprinkler
save

2/5/09

University of
Illinois

Urbana

IL

Residence
hall

2/7/09

Binghamton
University

Binghamton

NY

Residence
hall

2/08/09

Plattsburgh
State
University
Pennsylvania
State
University

Plattsburgh

NY

State College

PA

Off-campus

Pittsburg

Pittsburg

KS

Off-campus

2/11/09

2/12/09

HI

1

Offcampus

fatal

Synopsis
Students reportedly had to escape the fire by climbing out
onto a rooftop and dropping to the ground. All of the
possessions including laptops and books were lost.
Unfortunately the house did not have sprinklers.
A fire at the Heald College is still under investigation.
Flames appeared to have started on the fourth floor of the
building. No one was injured in the fire. Everybody got out
of the building as soon as the fire alarm sounded.
Fire damaged a dormitory room on the Clemson
University campus early Tuesday morning and was
controlled by the activation of the building’s automatic fire
sprinkler system. There were no injuries. Residents were
evacuated from the building. The cause of the fire is
arson.
An electrical fire caused sprinklers to go off on the fourth
floor of North Village's Heritage House Wednesday,
causing residents to evacuate.
There was a small fire in a dryer in the basement of the UI
campus dormitory. The area around was evacuated. No
one was hurt in the fire.
A microwave caught fire inside a Binghamton University
dormitory Friday night, causing minor damage. A fire
extinguisher was used to put out the smoke before the
firefighters arrived on the scene
Steven Fanning, 18, was killed in an off-campus
apartment fire. Approximately 15 students from the
University were displaced by the fire.
Firefighters converged on 125 E. Fairmount Ave.
Wednesday morning to contain a small fire that broke out
on the residence's upper floor. Flames were reported to
be coming from the roof of the building until firefighters
were able to contain the situation.
Andrew Morris started fire in a bizarre plot to obtain a sofa
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conviction

2/14/09

Duke
University
Central
Campus

Durham

NC

Residence
hall

2/14/09

University of
Michigan

Ann Arbor

MI

Residence
hall

2/14/09

University of
Utah

Salt Lake City

UT

Unknown

2/17/09

Central
Michigan
University

Mount
Pleasant

MI

Residence
hall

2/17/09

University of
Evansville

Evansville

IL

Off-campus

2/18/09

University of
California –
Irvine

Irvine

CA

Residence
hall

Keyword
s

sprinkler
save

Synopsis
that was on the back porch of the home of two students,
has been sentenced to two life terms. The fire had killed
the two PSU students in 2006.
An apartment on Duke University’s Central Campus was
damaged by fire Saturday morning. No one was inside at
the time and no injuries were reported, Duke police said.
The cause was an extension cord inside a bedroom which
started the blaze.
Residents of the Bursley Hall had to evacuate their rooms
due to water damage done by the sprinkler system. One
of the sprinklers got triggered causing considerable water
damage. Displaced residents are staying with friends and
some of them have been provided accommodations. The
clean-up process is on and might take some time.
Officials reported that the sprinkler system had not
malfunctioned yet no cause for the activation was
reported.
There was some damage done to a building due to fire
near the student union at the University of Utah. The fire
started in a fire pit and it spread to an overhang at the
student union. No one was injured in the fire.
There was minor damage to a wall outside of a residence
hall room due to fire in the Central Michigan University.
The fire has been ruled as arson and the suspect is at
large. Police are looking for information regarding this
crime.
A fire at approximately 5:30 am displaced students from
University of Illinois. Firefighters on the scene reported
that they believe the fire was started by a heater in a
vacant apartment.
A fire in a room in a residence hall was controlled by the
activation of the building’s automatic sprinkler system.
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y

2/19/09

Syracuse
University

Syracuse

NY

Off-campus

2/21/09

Boston
University

Boston

MA

Residence
hall

2/21/09

University of
Nebraska –
Lincoln

Lincoln

NE

Greek–
fraternity

2/21/09

Virginia
Commonwealt
h University
University of
Missouri

Richmond

VA

Residence
hall

Columbia

MO

Greek–
fraternity

University of
North Texas
University of
North Texas

Denton

TX

Denton

TX

Academic chemistry
Academic chemistry

Morris
College

Sumter

SC

2/22/09

2/25/09
2/26/09

3/1/09

Academic library

Keyword
s

Synopsis
A fire broke out in an apartment building housing
Syracuse University students at approximately 11:00 pm
and caused damage to several units.
A fire broke out at approximately 3:30 am that was started
from ashes from a hookah that were discarded into a trash
can. This is reportedly the third fire this academic year.
One was started by clothes being draped over a lamp and
another when a student left an oven turned on after
leaving the building.
A fire at the Lambda Chi Alpha fraternity was started by a
candle and caused minor damage. The fire was
extinguished before the building’s automatic fire sprinkler
system could activate.
A fire in a trash can was extinguished before the building’s
automatic fire sprinkler system was activated.
Approximately 200 students were displaced by the fire.
Ashes from a water pipe started a fire in the Sigma Chi
fraternity and caused approximately $10,000 in damage.
The fire broke in the room where Dominic Passantino was
killed in a fire in 1999. Sunday’s fire occurred the night
before a task force meeting to vote on whether to adopt a
mandatory retrofit sprinkler ordinance, which was passed
unanimously and forwarded to City Council for final action.
Dominic’s mother testified at the meeting.
A fire in a classroom in a chemistry building was contained
to the room.
Denton firefighters responded to a two-alarm fire at the
University of North Texas Chemistry Building on
Wednesday night. Fire officials said the fire was contained
to one classroom.
Someone set a plastic plant on the second floor on fire
about 2 p.m.in the Morris College library and the blaze
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3/1/09

University of
NebraskaLincoln

Lincoln

NE

Residence
hall

3/5/09

College of
Mount St.
Joseph

Cincinnati

OH

Residence
hall

3/10/09

Lewis-Clark
State College

Lewiston

ID

Academic

3/11/09

Minnesota
State College

Winona

MN

Off-campus

Keyword
s

Synopsis
quickly spread to nearby books causing $25,000 in
damage. The fire was brought under control by the
firefighters who were on the scene for two hours. No
injuries were reported. The fire is under investigation.
Chemicals were found in a student’s room which sickened
him and he had to be hospitalized. The fire department
took control of the building's heating and ventilation
system and brought in the hazmat team to determine
what, if any, leakage there might have been from what he
described as a small container of the chemical.
A series of fires were reported at the College of Mount St.
Joseph. The fires were reported between late Thursday
morning and were quickly extinguished, leaving smoke
behind. Police arrested freshman Jordan Cullen on Friday
on two counts of aggravated arson. Cullen is charged with
setting at least one fire in an art room at the private
college, but more charges could come, Police Lt. Jeff
Braun said. A 28-year-old female student suffered an
apparent seizure during an evacuation and later died. It is
unknown at this time if the cause of death is attributable to
the fire. Braun said Cullen was the sole suspect in all five
fires. Reportedly Cullen asked for advice on starting fires
via Facebook, according to police. Students tipped off
police investigators about Cullen. The fires are under
investigation.
The building that houses the LCSC Center for Arts and
History caught fire. Apparently the fire started in the
kitchen. Everyone in the building was able to get out
safely. The cause of the fire is still under investigation.
School officials estimate that the building will be unusable
for months because of the heavy smoke and fire damage.
Makala Roberts lost most of her belongings to fire and
heavy smoke damage Wednesday in her Goodview
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Keyword
s

Southeast
Technical

3/11/09

University of
Missouri

Columbia

MO

Academic

3/11/09

University of
Nevada

Reno

NV

Academic laboratory

3/12/09

Western
Michigan
University
Washington
and Lee
University

Kalamazoo

MI

Off-campus

Lexington

VA

Greekfraternity

Porch,
sprinkler
save

3/15/09

Southern
Illinois
University
Edwardsville

Edwardsville

IL

Residence
hall

sprinkler
save

3/17/09

University of
Illinois

Savoy

IL

Support athletic

3/14/09

Synopsis
apartment. The cause of the fire is still not known.
However, Roberts reported that she heard a pop and
sparks coming from an outlet which she attempted to
extinguish by beating them with a towel. Roberts is a
single mother with two children who is studying nursing at
the university.
A smoldering fire believed to have been started by
construction work broke out between ceiling layers and
was quickly extinguished.
Research caterpillars were killed by a fire that broke out at
the University of Nevada lab. A faulty exhaust fan was the
cause of the fire. The adult caterpillars were in a Plexiglas
mating cage that burned in the fire.
A fire in an off-campus apartment complex severely
damaged several of the units and displaced dozens of
students.
The cause of the fire at the Pi Kappa Alpha fraternity at
Washington and Lee University is still under investigation.
Fraternity members were quickly evacuated from the
house which started on an exterior porch before spreading
into the building. The blaze was brought under control by
the sprinkler system.
A fire broke out in a microwave in a student lounge and
was brought under control by the activation of the
building's automatic fire sprinklers system. Smoke
damage was limited by the operation of automaticallyclosing doors. Students were able to return to the
dormitory later in the day.
A fire in the University of Illinois golf course clubhouse
was caused by a deep fat fryer. The dry-chemical
automatic suppression system activated but did not
control the fire which then spread to the ceiling and walls.
Fire fighters controlled the fire using dry chemical fire
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State

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y

3/19/09

University of
Illinois
UrbanaChampaign

Champaign

IL

Unreported

3/21/09

Rutgers
University

New
Brunswick

NJ

Greek –
fraternity

3/22/09

Liberty
University

Lynchburg

VA

Off-campus

3/24/09

University of
Illinois

Champaign

IL

Greek –
fraternity

3/30/09

Indiana
University

Bloomington

IN

Residence
hall

4/1/09

California
State
University

Chico

CA

Academic

4/2/09

Schenectady
County
Community
College

Schenectady
County

NY

Academic

Keyword
s

Synopsis
extinguishers.
A small fire believed to be related to an overheated dustcollection device generated smoke that filled the
basement and first floor. It was controlled with a fire
extinguisher.
A fire broke out in the Gamma Sigma co-ed fraternity just
before midnight. Two rooms were severely damaged and
water and smoke damage occurred throughout the
building. The cause of the fire is under investigation and it
was reported that the fraternity is not registered with the
university.
An afternoon fire that started in mulch outside of a duplex
spread up the side of the building, trapping a student on
the second floor. Firefighters had to rescue the woman
using a ladder.
There was a fire at the Delta Tau Delta fraternity at the
corner of Fourth and John streets Tuesday evening. The
fire started in the attic. Firefighters used ladder trucks to
reach the attic area to ventilate the roof and to put out the
blaze.
An arsonist is responsible for three fires at Indiana
University residence buildings. In each case, rolls of toilet
paper were ignited.
According to Chico State University Police Chief Eric
Reichel, a fire was started on an office desk top and filled
the building with smoke. No one was hurt in the fire and
an investigation is on going
A small fire broke out in the Schenectady County
Community College building. The fire was quickly put out
and no one was injured. Firefighters are still investigating
the cause.
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y
Residence
hall

4/3/09

Plymouth
State
University

Plymouth

NH

4/13/09

Cornell
University

Ithaca

NY

Greekfraternity

4/14/09

Michigan
State
University

Lansing

MI

Residence
hall

4/16/09

University of
South
Carolina

Columbia

SC

Residence
hall

4/20/09

Columbia
University

New York City

NY

Residence
hall

4/20/09

Connecticut
College

New London

CT

Residence
hall

4/22/09

Penn State

Philadelphia

PA

Residence
hall

Keyword
s

sprinkler
save

Synopsis
Two trash can fires were intentionally set inside a
Plymouth State University dorm. No one was hurt in the
fire. The fires were quickly extinguished. The police are
investigating the crime.
There was a fire at the Lambda Chi Alpha Fraternity
house. Residents had doused the flames by the time
emergency personnel arrived. It looks like a case of
arson. Police are seeking information regarding this
incident.
A fire broke out in Owen Hall Tuesday evening at
Michigan State University. The fire was contained to one
room in the building. Students were evacuated. No one
was hurt in the fire. The cause of the fire is still unknown.
A fire broke out at the two-story house at 100 S. Sumteron
the USC campus. No one was hurt as the house was
empty when the fire began. The cause of the fire is still
under investigation.
There was a fire in the Hartley Hall laundry room Friday
evening. It seems to have started in the driers. The fire
was controlled by the activation of the building's automatic
fire sprinkler system and did not spread beyond the
dryers.
Two CT College students started two small fires in a
residence hall on Sunday. The students are charged with
reckless burning, first-degree reckless endangerment,
second-degree breach of peace and third-degree criminal
mischief. The fire was put out by the fire department.
A fire broke out in the elevator lobby of the 22nd floor of
the Rodin College House that is believed to not be
accidental. The fire was controlled by the activation of the
building's automatic fire sprinkler system. Crowds of
students who live in Rodin waited in the Harnwell and
Harrison College House lobbies for about two hours until
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4/23/09

Lamar
University

Beaumont

TX

Residence
hall

sprinkler
save

4/23/09

University of
Pennsylvania

Pittsburgh

PA

Residence
hall

sprinkler
save

4/24/09

Duke
University

Durham

NC

Residence
hall

4/24/09

Notre Dame
University

Notre Dame

IN

Academic laboratory

4/27/09

Boston
University

Boston

MA

Residence
hall

4/27/09

Columbia
University

NY

Residence
hall

4/30/09

Sweet Briar
College

VA

Off-campus
apartment

Amherst
County

Synopsis
they were allowed to return to their rooms The elevators
are under repair.
The cause of the fire at Cardinal Village Phase One on
MLK Boulevard was a bathroom vent fan that was left
running while the residents were out of the room. The
sprinkler contained the fire to the bathroom. Everyone was
evacuated and no one was hurt.
A 22-year-old student sprayed a aerosol can at a lit match
inside a residence hall on Locust Walk near 39th Street,
setting off the sprinkler system at the University of Penn.
No injuries were reported.
Students were evacuated from a residence hall on Duke
University's West Campus Thursday after a futon caught
fire. There were no injuries.
A female graduate student suffered "moderately serious
burns" after an experiment she was conducting in the
basement of the building resulted in a small explosion.
Students were evacuated, but the building returned to
normal operation shortly afterwards.
An arc flash shut down a transformer in the B Tower
electrical room. causing the elevator to stop for two hours
Saturday evening in the Warren Towers. Twenty
residents were trapped in the elevator. No one was hurt in
the incident. All the residents had to evacuate their rooms
till the power came back.
There was a fire in neighboring restaurant Community
Food & Juice at 9:40 a.m. on Friday and which forced
Nussbaum dorm students to evacuate their building.
Students were relocated and were later moved back. No
one was hurt in the fire. The restaurant would be closed
for several weeks till the damage is repaired.
No one was hurt in the fire which started at a Sweet Briar
College student's residence. The cause was a cigarette.
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Fatalitie
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Occupanc
y

Hudson
County
Community
College
University of
Michigan

Jersey City

NJ

Administrat
ion

Ann Arbor

MI

Academic laboratory

5/5/09

University of
California –
Los Angeles

Los Angeles

CA

Academic laboratory follow up

5/8/09

Ball State
University

Muncie

IN

Academic

5/8/09

University of
Tennessee

Knoxville

TN

Residence
hall

5/11/09

Central
Connecticut

New Britain

CT

Residence
hall

5/1/09

Keyword
s

Synopsis
One of the residents quickly poured water and kept the fire
from spreading. Students living there have been relocated
to other residences on campus for the rest of the
semester.
No injuries were reported in the fire which broke out on the
roof of a Hudson County Community College building.
The cause of the fire was an air-conditioning unit which
caught fire.
There was a fire at the lab in the University of Michigan
North Campus sometime Thursday. A desk divider at a
computer lab was set on fire. The fire was likely caused
by a cigarette lighter. No one was hurt in the fire.
The findings by the California Division of Occupational
Safety and Health concluded that Sheharbano "Sheri"
Sangji, 23, had not been properly trained and was not
wearing protective clothing when an experiment exploded,
spreading second- and third-degree burns over 43% of
her body. She died 18 days later. UCLA is under
investigation and is expected to pay a heavy fine for this
mishap.
Dozens of students and faculty were evacuated when a
small fire broke out in the basement of the Robert Bell
Building on the Ball State University campus. No one was
reported injured.
A woman set two small fires in the University of
Tennessee building. The woman was an ex-housekeeper.
She has been placed under probation for 10 years. Her
probation will begin as enhanced probation, which means
she will be closely monitored to ensure that she is
continuing therapy and taking appropriate medication. No
one was seriously injured in the fire.
3 students from the Central Connecticut State University
are accused of setting fire in the dorm. They set off a fire
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State
University

5/13/09

Grand Valley
State
University

East Grand
Rapids

MI

Offcampus

5/14/09

Western
Michigan
University

Oshtemo
Township

MI

Off-campus

5/18/09

New YorkPresbyterian
Hospital/Colu
mbia
University
Medical
Center
Georgia Tech
Campus

New York

NY

Medical
Center

Atlanta

GA

Academic

Grand Valley
State
University

Blendon
Township

MI

Off-campus

5/21/09

5/21/09

fatal

Synopsis
alarm with burning popcorn after they tied the doors shut
to several dorm rooms. The students defended saying
they meant no harm and that they were just pulling a
prank. All three were charged with first-degree reckless
endangerment, reckless burning, first-degree criminal
mischief and second-degree breach of peace.
A fire in an off-campus house killed one student, Colin
Grenn. The fire originated on the first floor and is
believed to have been caused by either an unattended
candle or careless disposal of smoking materials. It
was reported that the smoke alarm on the second
floor, the location of the victim, had its batteries
removed prior to the fire because of a low-battery
alarm sounding.
Smoke alarms alerted the occupants of an off-campus
house of an early morning fire that broke out at
approximately 2:20 am. The occupants were able to
escape the fire by jumping from a second story bedroom
window.
A fire in a tunnel broke out in an electrical panel and
forced the evacuation of patients and staff in two buildings
due to the spread of smoke.

A building on the Georgia Tech campus was evacuated
Friday morning after a fire. Atlanta fire investigators said a
hydrogen tank caught fire inside a classroom at the
building on Dalney Street. No one was hurt.
Four apartments were severely damaged in a fire that was
caused by a bathroom fan. The fire broke out at
approximately 3:00 p.m. No one was injured in the fire.
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5/21/09

Grand Valley
State
University

Allendale

MI

Off-campus

6/1/09

University of
Illinois

Chicago

IL

Off-campus

6/2/09

Chesterfield
College

Richmond

VA

Unreported

6/8/09

University of
Maryland

College Park

MD

Off-campus

6/10/09

University of
Maine

Orono

ME

Off-campus

6/15/09

University of

Champaign

IL

Off-campus

Keyword
s

Synopsis
Colin Grenn from Grand Valley State University was killed
in an earlier off-campus house fire on May 13, 2009.
No one was injured in the fire which took place in a fourunit apartment building near the Grand Valley State
University campus Thursday. A bathroom fan was the
cause of the fire.
About 20 students were displaced from their homes when
a fire broke out four apartment buildings and a garage
Sunday afternoon. Students were offered accommodation
in UIC residence facilities. Fire officials were investigating
the cause of the blaze.
Flames broke out at a career college in Chesterfield
Sunday night. Apparently a heating and air conditioning
unit caught fire. No structural damage was done to the
building, and nobody was hurt.
There was a fire in the basement of a 2-story Cape Cod
single family home in College Park. Apparently a handheld blow torch ignited combustible materials and the fire
rapidly spread throughout the basement. The occupants
made it out just in time. The fire was contained and
extinguished within 15 to 20 minutes after the arrival of
firefighters. Occupants of the home are making their own
arrangements for housing.
A massive fire destroyed a nearly 180-year-old local
landmark at the intersection of Main Street and Bennoch
Road in a fire of unknown origin that displaced 23 tenants,
many of them University of Maine students. All the
occupants of the building escaped without injuries. The
fire appeared to have started in the eaves of one of the
wooden additions on the back side of the building, though
it was not yet clear how it started.
A fire in a plumbing chase caused $1.2 million in damage
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Date

6/16/09

School
Illinois
Urbana/Cham
paign
Bethany
University

City

State

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y

Keyword
s

Synopsis
to an off-campus apartment. It was caused by a worker
using a torch on plumbing.

Santa Cruz

CA

Support food
services

A late-night fire destroyed a kitchen and damaged a
cafeteria causing an estimated $2 million in damages.

6/16/09

San Jose
State
University

San Jose

CA

Residence
hall

An afternoon fire was started by an explosion involving a
diesel-fueled generator in the basement of a residence
hall.

6/24/09

Boston
University
University of
WisconsinGreen Bay

Boston

MA

Green Bay

WI

Academic laboratory
Residence
hall

6/26/09

Columbia
University

New York

NY

Medical
school

6/27/09

Niagara
University

Niagara Falls

NY

Off-campus

6/27/09

Northern
Illinois
University

DeKalb

IL

Greek –
fraternity

6/30/09

Rensselaer
Polytechnic

Troy

NY

Academic laboratory

An explosion occurred on the third floor of the BU Science
Center. No injuries were reported.
A 17-unit apartment building on campus was destroyed by
an early morning fire. The fire was first seen by a
newspaper carrier at 5:13 a.m. The building was vacant
at the time but had a capacity of 63 students.
An explosion and fire burned a worker over 70 percent of
his body. He was cleaning pipes to a domestic hot water
heater and the vapors from the cleaning solution were
ignited when a halogen lamp was turned on. Another
worker was burned on his hands and arms when he tried
to remove the injured victim from the tank. A third victim
suffered respiratory injuries.
An early-morning fire in an off-campus house displaced
three students. The fire started in a second-story porch
and caused $45,000 in damage.
A fire broke out in the Alpha Kappa Lambda fraternity in
the common area on the second floor. Only one person
was in the building at the time. Estimated damage is
$300,000.
A fire broke out inside a laboratory at the Rensselaer
Polytechnic Institute in NY. A student was working alone

6/25/09

porch
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Institute
7/1/09

Georgia
College &
State
University

Milledgeville

GA

Greek sorority

7/7/09

College of
Mount St.
Joseph

Cincinnati

OH

Residence
hall follow
up

7/8/09

Radford
University

Radford

VA

Greek fraternity

7/11/09

Davidson
College

Davidson

NC

Residence
hall

7/21/09

Texas A&M

College
Station

TX

Academic laboratory

sprinkler
save

Synopsis
in the lab and accidentally ignited the fire while conducting
an experiment.
A fire damaged the Alpha Delta Pi sorority house across
from Georgia College & State University in Milledgeville.
No one was hurt in the fire. The fire was accidental. The
exact cause of the fire, which started in the foyer, is still
under investigation. Georgia College is working with the
affected students to be sure their needs and concerns are
addressed. he school’s housing department is trying to
contact the students living in the sorority house to be sure
they have alternative housing.
Arson was the cause of the fire set in the art building of
College of Mount St. Joseph in April, 2009. Jordan
Cullen, 19, pleaded guilty to aggravated arson in
exchange for a second arson charge being dropped.
Assistant prosecutor Gerald Krumpelbeck said Cullen has
mental issues but isn’t mentally ill. A student at the
college, Daviene Hutsell, 28, died during the fire from
causes unrelated to the fire according to the coroner.
There was a massive fire at the Kappa Sigma fraternity
house at Radford University. Fortunately the house was
empty at the time of the fire. It is case of arson and the
investigation is going on. In the meantime two other
fraternity houses on the street are under observation.
There was a fire on the Davidson College Campus
Saturday afternoon. It turned out to be minor and no one
was hurt in the fire. It may have started in chemicals used
during a renovation project. The fire was limited to the
fourth floor. There was no structural damage and the fire
had not spread. (1100)
A fire in a laboratory involved sodium in one of the
laboratory ventilation hoods. The fire was controlled by
the activation of the building's automatic fire sprinkler
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8/7/09

Savannah
State
University

Savannah

GA

Off-campus

8/8/09

Wayne State
University

Detroit

MI

Academic classroom

8/16/09

Northern
Illinois
University

DeKalb

IL

Residence
hall

8/21/09

CulverStockton
College

Canton

MO

Greek sorority

8/27/09

Massachusett
s Institute of
Technology
San Jose
State
University

Cambridge

MA

Unreported

San Jose

CA

Residence
hall

University of
Houston

Houston

TX

Residence
hall

8/27/09

9/3/09

Keyword
s

Synopsis
system.
There was a fire at a home near Skidaway Road and
Victory Drive left three Savannah State University
students homeless, according to Savannah Fire &
Emergency Services An exact cause of the fire has not
yet been determined. No one was injured. The occupants
of the home exited safely.
Someone left an electronic device plugged in, causing a
fire at a building at Wayne State University. No one was
on the floor when the fire started and no one was hurt, but
school officials said six years of research has been ruined.
Officials plan to have the building back open for classes
by Monday.
Firefighters doused the fire at Northern Illinois University
Sunday night. No one was hurt in the fire. Damages are
still being assessed and the incident is under
investigation.
The Sigma Kappa sorority house was damaged due to a
fire on Thursday. The residents of the house got out
safely. A short in an electric motor in a third-floor
bathroom is the cause of the fire.
Fire crews extinguished a fire on the MIT campus. The
fire broke out on the second floor of 50 Vassar Street at
approximately 8:00 pm and was contained to one room.
Hundreds of San Jose State University students were
roused from their dorm rooms and evacuated Thursday
morning after a car caught fire in the Campus Village
underground parking lot. No injuries reported.
Wednesday night was chaotic for students of University of
Houston. There was a fire in Bates Hall. Firefighters kept
the fire in check. One student was injured and was taken
to a nearby hospital and treated for smoke inhalation. The
cause of the fire was plugging a microwave oven into a
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Synopsis
faulty electrical outlet.

9/7/09

Lamar
University

Beaumont

TX

Academic classroom

9/7/09

Zion Bible
College

Haverhill

MA

Residence
hall

sprinkler
save

9/8/09

Massachusett
s Institute of
Technology

Cambridge

MA

Residence
hall

sprinkler
save

9/14/09

Duke
University

Durham

NC

Off-campus

porch

9/16/09

Cornell
University

Ithaca

NY

Academic laboratory

9/16/09

Kennesaw
State
University
University of
New Mexico

Kennesaw

GA

Residence
hall

Albuquerque

NM

Residence
hall

9/17/09

There was a fire in the Galloway building on the campus
of Lamar University on Saturday. Arson is suspected.
Thankfully no one was hurt in the fire as it was a weekend
and no one was present in the building. Repairs continue
and the building should be good for classes next week.
A small kitchen fire broke out in the Tupelo West
dormitories of the Zion Bible College. The sprinkler system
doused the fire by the time the firefighters arrived. No one
was hurt in the fire.
Sprinklers controlled a fire in a trash chute that is thought
to be arson. The fire broke out at 1:30 a.m. in the
basement of the residence hall and residents were
allowed back in the building at 3:00 a.m.
An early morning fire in an off-campus apartment complex
destroyed two townhouses. The fire started on the back
porch and extended to an adjacent unit. It is believed the
cause of the fire may have been a charcoal grill.
A fire broke out in an laboratory that houses a particle
physics accelerator. The fire in the underground facility
was brought under control by fire fighters using dry
chemical fire extinguishers.

A fire broke out in a stairwell of a residence hall shortly
before 8:00 am. The fire was out when fire fighters arrived
on the scene.
Arson investigators are looking into a series of fires in a
house occupied by the Telos organization on the campus
of the University of New Mexico. While this is not a
recognized fraternity, the Telos II Christian House is in the
same area as a number of other Greek houses. This is
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9/17/09
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State

Fatalitie
s
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Keyword
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the fourth fire in 13 months.
A fire broke out at approximately 10:16 pm in an offcampus apartment house.

Western
Michigan
University
Boston
University

Kalamazoo

MI

Off-campus

Brookline

MA

Off-campus

9/18/09

Purdue
University

West
Lafayette

IN

Off-campus

9/18/09

University of
Tennessee at
Chattanooga
Southeast
Missouri State
University
Grace Baptist
College

Chattanooga

TN

Off-campus

Cape
Girardeau

MO

Off-campus
apartment

Gaylord

MI

Administrat
ion

9/23/09

Lincoln
University

Jefferson City

MO

Residence
hall

sprinkler
save

9/23/09

Montclair
State
University

Montclair

NJ

Residence
hall

sprinkler
save

9/28/09

Binghamton
University

Binghamton

NY

Residence
hall

sprinkler
save

9/18/09

9/21/09

9/23/09

Synopsis

A fire broke out in the basement of an off-campus
apartment building displacing students from Boston
University for several hours.
A fire in an off-campus apartment complex destroyed two
units and caused water damage to a number of other
units. It was caused by a propane grill on a lower level
balcony and the fire quickly spread to the upper levels.
A student was treated at an area hospital for smoke
inhalation and minor injuries after an early morning fire.
The fire was contained to one bedroom.
A fire started in the attic of an apartment complex and
spread to six units that were damaged by the fire
A fire in an administration building started in the vicinity of
a recessed light fixture and was quickly brought under
control with minimal damage.
A fire was started when a hat and other clothing were
thrown on a light. The building's automatic fire sprinkler
system activated, controlling the fire and students were
allowed to return to the building.
Two arson fires were controlled by the activation of the
building's automatic fire sprinkler system. The first fire
started in a trash can and the second fire was started on a
bulletin board. All New Jersey schools were required to
install sprinkler systems following the 2000 fire at Seton
Hall University that killed three students.
Unattended cooking in a residence hall started a fire that
was suppressed by the building's sprinkler system.
Students were able to return to the building within 30
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9/28/09

Roanoke
College

Salem

VA

Residence
hall

sprinkler
save

9/29/09

University of
Colorado

Boulder

CO

Academic laboratory

sprinkler
save

9/30/09

University of
Houston

Houston

TX

Residence
hall

10/2/09

Appalachian
State
University

Boone

NC

Residence
hall

10/3/09

Oregon State
University

Corvallis

OR

Greek fraternity

10/4/09

Southern
Illinois
University
University of
Akron

Carbondale

IL

Residence
hall

Akron

OH

Off-campus

Brandeis
University

Waltham

MA

Residence
hall

10/4/09

10/9/09

sprinkler
save

Synopsis
minutes.
A cooking fire was controlled by the activation of the
building's automatic fire sprinkler system. The fire was out
upon arrival of the fire department and some students
were temporarily displaced while the water was cleared
from their rooms.
A small fire in the Cristol Chemistry and Biochemistry
building was controlled by the activation of the building's
automatic fire sprinklers system.
There was a fire at the University of Houston late
Wednesday night. Houston firefighters quickly
extinguished the blaze, which was contained to a single
room. University authorities said the fire apparently
erupted when a student tried to plug a microwave oven
into a faulty electrical outlet. One student was treated for
smoke inhalation at a nearby hospital.
A pot caught fire in the second floor kitchen of the
Newland Residence hall and set off sprinklers. Students
were moved to a temporary location and will return once
the damage is repaired.
Someone climbed a fire escape on the Delta Upsilon
fraternity and shot a roman candle down the corridor
setting off the building's fire alarm system. Damage was
limited due to quick action by the occupants and fire
officials.
An 18-year-old-male was charged with aggravated arson
after setting fire to a trash can in a residence hall rest
room. The fire was extinguished by a resident assistant.
Fire broke out at the University of Akron campus last
Sunday. Fortunately no one was hurt in the incident.
The cause of the fire is still under investigation.
A fire started when a student placed a piece of cloth over
a lamp so as to not waken her roommates. The fabric
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10/10/09

University of
Minnesota

Minneapolis

MN

Off-campus

10/11/09

Middlebury
College

Middlebury

VT

Support dining

10/14/09

University of
Texas

Austin

TX

Residence
hall

10/15/09

Augustana
College

Sioux Falls

SD

Support
athletic

10/15/09

Christopher
Newport
University
Westfield
State College

Newport News

VA

Residence
hall

Westfield

MA

Off-campus

University of
North
Carolina
Greensboro
Yale

Greensboro

NC

Off-campus

New Haven

CT

Residence

10/19/09

10/22/09

10/22/09

Keyword
s

sprinkler
save

porch

sprinkler

Synopsis
ignited, fell to the floor and spread to a mattress and foam
mattress pad. The fire was knocked down by one of the
first-arriving police officers and was extinguished by the
fire department.
The occupants of an off-campus house were awakened by
an early-morning fire. The fire is believed to have started
in a garbage can in the kitchen, located on the first floor in
the rear of the house, by a hookah coal that was
discarded into the trash. No one was hurt in the fire.
Three residence halls at Middlebury College were
evacuated when a small fire broke out in a dining hall
kitchen. No injuries reported. Students were able to return
once the area was declared safe.
A fire broke out in a trash chute in a high-rise residence
hall. The building's fire sprinkler system extinguished the
fire.
A fire broke out in the area of the sauna. A student
attempted to unsuccessfully extinguish the fire using a fire
extinguisher and then called the fire department. There
was extensive smoke damage throughout the building.
A fire started in an elevator motor and forced the
evacuation of several hundred students. Employees
extinguished the fire before the fire department arrived.
A fire caused by careless disposal of smoking materials
broke out on the porch of a hotel that was occupied by
students from Westfield State College. The students had
been placed in the hotel because of overcrowding in the
residence halls.
A fire was caused by the careless disposal of smoking
materials in an off-campus apartment occupied by
students from UNCG.
A fire that was believed to be started by the careless
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University

10/23/09

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y
hall

University of
Cincinnati
Bloomsburg
University

Cincinnati

OH

Bloomsburg

PA

10/26/09

Northern
Illinois
University

DeKalb

IL

Off-campus

10/29/09

Alfred
University

Alfred

NY

Off-campus

10/29/09

College of
Marin

Kentfield

CA

Off-campus

11/2/09

Cal State
Fullerton

Fullerton

CA

Academic laboratory

11/3/09

Purdue
University

West
Lafayette

IN

Academic laboratory

10/25/09

Residence
hall
Off-campus
apartment

Keyword
s
save

Synopsis
disposal of smoking materials in a trash can. The
building's automatic fire sprinkler system extinguished the
fire.
A fire broke out in a dryer and ignited lint in the dryer's
vent. The fire was contained to the drying vent piping.
Twenty-seven students lost all of their belongings in an
off-campus apartment house fire.
A structure fire broke out at Old Orchard Place
Townhouses, 1001 W. Lincoln Highway, Friday night. A
press release from the DeKalb Fire Department said the
fire originated in the attic above an unoccupied apartment.
There were no reported injuries to civilians or emergency
responders.
Eleven Alfred University and Alfred State students are
looking for a new place to live as their apartments were
destroyed by fire. Fortunately no one was hurt in the
incident. The students are safe and are being housed but
they lost almost everything.
A fire was reported in a second-floor apartment at a
complex at 121 Kent Ave. at 8:45 a.m. It was controlled in
about 10 minutes. The occupant suffered slight burns to
his legs and is being treated at the Marin General
Hospital. The cause of the fire is under investigation.
The fire in a photo processing and research lab inside Dan
Black Hall, in the 800 block of North State College Avenue
in Fullerton, was reported about 12:10 a.m. and put out in
about 20 minutes by some 50 firefighters. No one was
hurt in the incident. The cause of the fire is under
investigation.
There was a small fire in the Purdue University's
Mechanical Engineering Building this afternoon. It appears
to have started in a five-gallon container that was partially
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Date

11/5/09

School

City

State

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y

Boston
University
Center for
Digital Arts
University of
Iowa

Waltham

MA

Academic

Iowa City

IA

Lodging

11/6/09

Daytona State
College

Deland

FL

Off-campus

11/7/09

University of
Pittsburgh

Pittsburgh

PA

Residence
hall

11/11/09

Fairleigh
Dickinson
University
Eastern
Mennonite

Florham Park

NJ

Support facilities

Harrisonburg

PA

Academic

11/5/09

11/12/09

Keyword
s

sprinkler
save

Synopsis
filled with hydrogen peroxide, water and sulfuric acid. The
container was leaking and the chemicals in it caused fire.
There were no injuries, and damage was limited to the
shelf the container was sitting on and a section of flooring.
There was heavy fire at the rear roof at 279 Moody St.,
which is the Boston University Center for Digital Arts. One
woman was injured and was treated at the local hospital.
The fire was quickly contained by the fire department.
Iowa House Hotel is closed after a fire in an electrical
shaft that runs between the floors. All guests were
evacuated and occupants were housed in other hotels.
The fire remains under investigation. Moore says the
Iowa House will remain closed, but the Iowa Memorial
Union is open.
A student at Daytona State College was mad because his
girlfriend handed him his clothes through a window and
then closed it. She refused to talk to him so he used a
lighter to set the pajama bottoms on fire and threw them
on some chairs in the front of the apartment, setting the
building on fire. Police have arrested the student and
charged him with arson.
The automatic sprinkler system extinguished the fire in the
Pittsburgh University's Centre Plaza apartments, which
holds 197 students and is located near the intersection of
Centre and Morewood avenues. Several of the occupants
reported not hearing any alarms and were alerted when
water started dripping through their ceiling. No one was
hurt in the fire.
Firefighters managed to douse a small fire that ignited in
an office chair inside a maintenance barn building at
Fairleigh Dickinson University. No one was hurt in the fire.
A fire in an office in the Suter Science Center was started
in a power strip.
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Date
11/12/09

School
University
San Jose
State
University

City

State

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y

San Jose

CA

Residence
hall

Summit
Technology
Campus
University of
Connecticut

Lee's Summit

MO

Storrs

CT

Supportfood
services
Residence
hall

11/13/09

University of
North
Carolina

Greensboro

NC

Off-campus

11/14/09

Virginia Tech

Blacksburg

VA

Residence
hall

11/16/09

Bucknell
University
University of
North
Carolina

Lewisburg

PA

Chapel Hill

NC

Residence
hall
Residence
hall

Lynchburg
College
University of

Lynchburg

VA

Iowa City

IA

11/12/09

11/13/09

11/16/09

11/18/09
11/18/09

Support –
athletic
Residence

Keyword
s

Synopsis
There were two fires in a high-rise residence hall following
another small fire two weeks ago. No one was seriously
injured in any of the blazes, which were quickly put out at
the San Jose State University this month. The fires are
under investigation.
A small fire broke out in a ceiling light fixture and was
quickly extinguished.

sprinkler
save

Two suspicious fires broke out before 9:30 pm but were
quickly controlled by the building's automatic fire sprinkler
system.
Fire started in one of the apartments at the University of
North Carolina Friday morning. The students attempted to
extinguish the fire for 30 minutes before calling the fire
department. Fire crews extinguished the fire when they
arrived. No injuries were reported.
Three people were arrested and charged with setting
furniture on fire in a third floor lounge. Two of the students
were from Virginia Tech and one was from HampdenSydney College.
A fire broke out at 4:00 am in a residence hall. The
building was evacuated and there were no injuries.
A fire was started by a pot of oil cooking on a stove. The
building's automatic sprinkler system extinguished the fire
and there was minimal damage to the apartment. No one
was injured. Shortly after this fire another fire broke out in
a trash can in a high-rise residence hall. This fire was
also controlled by the building's automatic fire sprinkler
system.
A storage facility that housed sporting equipment was
heavily damaged by a fire.
A room caught fire and was extinguished by fire fighters.
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y
hall

Keyword
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11/19/09

Norfolk State
University

Norfolk

VA

Residence
hall

11/20/09

Morehead
State
University

Morehead

KY

Off-campus

12/2/09

Boston
University

Boston

MA

Academic

12/3/09

Harvard
Business
School

Boston

MA

Residence
hall

sprinkler
save

12/6/09

Georgetown
University

Washington

DC

Residence
hall

sprinkler
save

Synopsis
One student reported that, because of the false alarms,
he took his time getting out of his room but was then
confronted by hazy smoke in the hallway. The fire started
in the kitchen area and was put out using a fire
extinguisher.
A fire believed to have been arson was started in a
bathroom stall. This occurred after a number of fire
alarms from the building. The fire was quickly
extinguished.
Fire destroyed the apartment building of more than a
dozen college students from Morehead State University
on Friday. Fortunately no one was hurt in the fire. The
Red Cross and several other organizations on campus
have stepped up to help out and offer support.
Vandalism was at the cause of the fire that broke out
Wednesday night in the Boston College of Arts and
Sciences. Boston University Police Department Sgt.
Robert Casey said the incident is still under investigation
by BUPD detectives and the Boston Fire Department
arson squad. No injuries reported.
December 3, 2009
A fire broke out in a dormitory at Harvard Business School
Thursday afternoon, causing an estimated $100,000 in
damage and displacing 83 students just days before final
exams begin. According to a fire department spokesman,
one firefighter was treated and released from the hospital
with a shoulder injury, but no students were hurt. The fire
was controlled by the activation of the building's automatic
fire sprinkler system.
When firefighters arrived at the New South Hall Dormitory
located on the campus of Georgetown University,
they found some smoke in the 3rd floor hallway with some
moderate water conditions on the floor. There was fire in
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12/7/09

Illinois State
University

Normal

12/8/09

Marshall
University

12/8/09

12/10/09

State

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y

IL

Residence
hall

Huntington

WV

Off-campus

Transylvania
University

Lexington

KY

Off-campus

Southern
Oregon
University
Daytona State
College

Medford

OR

Parking
garage

Daytona
Beach

FL

Unreported

12/13/09

College of
William and
Mary

Williamsburg

VA

Off-campus

12/14/09

University of
Kansas

Lawrence

KS

Off-campus

12/11/09

Keyword
s

Synopsis
room 321. The sprinkler had activated and extinguished
the fire. There were no injuries.
Authorities believe an unattended candle is the cause of a
fire Monday that caused about $12,000 in damage and
forced the evacuation of several hundred students from an
Illinois State University residence hall.
An early morning fire on Tuesday disrupted the routine of
20 Marshall University students. A fire in the basement
apartment was extinguished by the fire department. One
person jumped from an upper story window but was not
seriously injured
Transylvania University students had to find somewhere
else to stay because of an early Tuesday morning fire in
Lexington. The fire started in the attic of a home on North
Broadway between Fourth and Fifth Streets. It was put out
quickly by the fire crews.
Employees were thawing a frozen pipe using a blowtorch
and started a small fire in a parking garage.

porch

A fire that was set in a women's bathroom was believed to
be set by a Daytona State College student who was
arrested and charged with arson. Damage was estimated
at $500.00.
Three College of William and Mary students were
displaced from their off-campus rental home over the
weekend after their back porch caught fire. The fire was
quickly extinguished and was isolated to the porch. No
one was injured in the fire.
An off-campus apartment building was destroyed by an
unattended cooking fire. According to an interview with the
Lawrence Douglas County Fire Medical Department, the
students put a pan of oil on the stove, turned it on and
then left to get a chicken to fry. While they were gone the
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12/14/09

University of
Texas

Austin

TX

Parking
garage

12/17/09

California
State
University

Fresno

CA

Various

12/17/09

St. Lawrence
University

Canton

NY

Residence
hall

12/18/09

Syracuse
University

Syracuse

NY

Administrat
ion

12/19/09

Oregon State
University

Corvallis

OR

Off-campus

College
Station

TX

Off-campus

Los Angeles

CA

12/27/09

12/29/09

University of
California –

1

Academic
–

Keyword
s

sprinkler
save

fatal

Synopsis
oil ignited and spread to the rest of the building.
A prospective student was driving through a parking
garage under a high-rise building when the car's engine
caught fire. No one was injured.
A series of six arson fires have broken out on the campus.
Three occurred on November 18, the next on December
2, 9 and 16. All occur on Wednesday evenings. The
damage has been minor.
A fire that started in a microwave forced the evacuation of
several hundred students. The fire started at 3:45 pm and
spread to a portion of the ceiling.
A fire spread on the top floor of the international services
center at 11:45 am. I may possibly be related to
construction that was occurring at the time in the building.
A fire in an off-campus apartment was controlled by the
activation of the building's automatic fire sprinkler system.
The cause of the fire is believed to be a ventilation fan
over a microwave. According to fire officials, the fan unit
failed, overheated and ignited a plastic housing. Three
Oregon State University students occupied the apartment
but had already left for winter break. The fire was
detected when water was seen coming out of the
apartment. The occupants will be able to reoccupy the
apartment when they return from break.
Over twenty fire fighters battled a blaze on Hondo Street
near Southwest Parkway about 4:30AM on Sunday. It
could be a case of arson since there was evidence of a
break-in having occurred.. Fortunately the students were
on a semester break, hence there were no injuries.
The investigation has been turned over to the College
Station Fire Marshall's office.
A 22-year-old student died 18 days later from injuries
she received in a fire on December 29, 2008.
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Los Angeles

Occupanc
y
laboratory

12/29/09

University of
Tennessee

Knoxville

TN

1/2/10

University of
North
Carolina
Wilmington

Wilmington

NC

1/4/10

SUNY Brockport

Brockport

NY

Off-campus

1/5/10

University of
Colorado

Boulder

CO

Laboratory

1/6/10

Colorado
State Univ
Dartmouth
College

Fort Collins

CO

Facilities

Hanover

NH

Greek fraternity

1/10/10

Keyword
s

Academic

1

Offcampus

fatal

Synopsis
According to UCLA, the fire occurred when she was
working with T-Butyl lithium. Sheri Sangji.
A Monday afternoon fire on the second floor of a
University of Tennessee agriculture campus building has
destroyed a laboratory, and fire officials' investigation is
continuing. The building was constructed in the 1920's
and was not equipped with an automatic fire sprinkler
system.
A woman who had graduated just weeks before was
killed in an off-campus apartment fire. The fire
originated on the deck and is believed to be caused
by either a grill or careless disposal of smoking
materials. Even though the woman had graduated,
she was still living in the same apartment she had
been in while attending school and was in the
processing of moving to start a new job.
Six students were displaced by a fire in their off-campus
house. The afternoon fire broke out in a concealed space
and was caused by a plumber working on the plumbing
earlier in the day with a soldering torch. The fire was seen
by a passerby who sounded the alarm. All six women
were members of the Theta Phi Chi sorority.
A fire broke out in the University of Colorado Biology
building Tuesday afternoon that was caused by melting
plastic next to an autoclave. The fire was extinguished
with a fire extinguisher. The building was evacuated and
no one was injured.
There was a fire in a hay barn belonging to Colorado State
University.
Fire caused extensive damage to a fraternity house at
Dartmouth Sunday morning. No one was injured, but 25
men who lived in the Phi Delta Alpha frat house had to be
placed in other campus housing. The fire broke out in a
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y

1/12/10

Ventura
College

Ventura City

CA

Various

1/13/10

University of
Wisconsin
Eau Claire

Eau Claire

WI

Off-campus

1/16/10

Wheaton
College

Wheaton

IL

Offcampus

Keyword
s

fatal

Synopsis
concealed space adjacent to a chimney and spread into
the attic space of the building where it was controlled by
the activation of two sprinkler heads on the dry sprinkler
system. Because the fire was in the concealed space, fire
fighters had to open the walls and ceilings to check for
extension and during this time the sprinkler system was
left running to ensure the fire did not spread uncontrolled.
Six small fires were intentionally set Tuesday at Ventura
College, and the arsonist had not been found,
investigators said. No one was injured, and no buildings
had to be evacuated, authorities said.
A fire in an off-campus apartment occupied by 15 students
was destroyed in a fire. According to the university, many
of the students lost all of their possessions including
books, clothing and household items.
Mark Groesch, 28, a graduate student attending
Wheaton College, was killed in an off-campus
apartment fire in Wheaton, Illinois. According to
Wheaton Fire Department Deputy Chief Bill Schultz,
the call to 911 came in at approximately 1:10 a.m. from
one of the other occupants in the building. Upon
arrival, fire crews found smoke coming from the lower
level apartment and entered it to fight the fire and
found the victim in one of the bedrooms. He was the
only occupant in the unit. The investigation is
ongoing and the cause of the fire has not been
determined at this time.
The fire occurred in a lower-level apartment in a threestory wood-frame building. The building was
equipped with a building fire alarm system with
smoke detectors in the common areas and singlestation smoke alarms in the individual apartments.
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Synopsis

University of
Southern
Mississippi
Florida
International
University
St. Norbert
College

Hattiesburg

MS

Residence
hall

West Miami
Dade

FL

Academic chemistry

The building did not have an automatic fire sprinkler
system.
An electrical fire at 9:00 p.m. in a bathroom heater in a
residence hall was contained to the suite on the second
floor.
A fire broke out on the roof of the physics and chemistry
building. No other details were available.

De Pere

WI

Academic theater

An electrical fire in a theater forced the evacuation of a
fine arts building. Damage was between $500 and $1000.

1/24/10

University of
Connecticut

Storrs

CT

Residence
hall

1/24/10

University of
Michigan

Ann Arbor

MI

Residence
hall

1/24/10

University of
Michigan

Ann Arbor

MI

Residence
hall

1/18/10

1/20/10

1/20/10

1/25/10

Hagerstown
Community
College

Hagerstown

MD

Academic laboratory

1/25/10

Ithaca College

Ithaca

NY

Off-campus

sprinkler
save

porch

A fire broke out in the basement of a high-rise residence
hall occupied by approximately 340 students. The fire
was controlled by the activation of the building's automatic
fire sprinkler system. This is the second fire in Trumbull
Towers and the third recent fire on campus
A student was reheating food in a microwave and ignited
some aluminum foil. As he attempted to remove the
burning foil from the microwave it landed on clothing and
ignited. There was smoke damage in several rooms as a
result of the fire.
Ann Arbor, Michigan
Eight University of Michigan students were displaced for at
least the night after a fire that started in a microwave in
the Baits housing complex spread to a resident's room.
No one was injured in the incident. A damage estimate is
not yet available.
Approximately $7,500 in laboratory equipment was
destroyed in a fire. The fire broke out in an unoccupied
laboratory and is believed to have been started by a
chemical reaction that overheated and ignited.
Seven people were displaced by a fire in a 30-unit
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1/25/10

UNC
Asheville

Asheville

NC

Residence
hall

sprinkler
save

1/26/10

AldersonBroaddus
College
Ithaca College

Phillippi

WV

Ithaca

NY

Support student
union
Off-campus

porch

1/27/10

AldersonBroaddus
College

Philippi

WV

Support dining

1/27/10

Christopher
Newport
University
Western
State College
of Colorado

Newport News

RI

Academic library

Gunnison

CO

1/26/10

1/30/10

2

Offcampus

fatal

Synopsis
apartment building. The fire broke out on the second floor
porch and damaged several units. (1200)
A suspicious fire set early Sunday in a UNC Asheville
dormitory was quickly extinguished by the sprinkler
system, leaving minimal damages to the furniture and
carpet, university officials said Monday. The fire was
started in a TV lounge on the sixth floor and forced the
evacuation of 235 students at 2:10 am.
A grease fire in a restaurant caused water damage to the
lower level of a student union building and smoke damage
to the upper level.
There was a fire at Hudson Heights Apartments, 117-119
Coddington Road which displaced seven people from the
apartment building. The fire broke out on a second floor
porch and extended into the building. No one was hurt in
the incident which is under investigation. Some of the
residents were Ithaca College students and have been
offered substitute housing.
A grease fire started in the restaurant known as "The
Cave", at the Alderson-Broaddus College. A few
employees and students were there when it happened
and got out safely. There was no word on the exact
extent of the damage. The cafeteria is currently closed
while the fire marshal and health department conduct
inspections.
A fire at 12:45 p.m. broke out in a library and is believed to
have been caused by a portable heater. No one was
injured.
Two students were killed in an off-campus house fire.
Four other students were able to escape from the fire.
Lucy Causley, 18, of Harbor Springs, Michigan, and
Adam Lockard, 21, of Bethesda, Maryland, were killed
in the fire.
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School

1/30/10

Western
State College

City
Gunnison

State
CO

Fatalitie
s
2

Occupanc
y
Offcampus

Keyword
s
Fatal,
porch,
couch

Synopsis
January 30, 2010
Gunnison, CO
A fire broke out in a two-story, wood-frame, singlefamily home that was occupied by students from
Western State College. There were five people renting
the house, but according to Gunnison Fire Marshal
Dennis Spritzer, there were, at times, up to nine
people in the building. At the time of the fire there
were six occupants in the house.
The fire started in a couch on an outside porch on the
front of the house and extended into the first floor. It
was seen by a passerby who called the fire
department and, when they arrived, the porch was
fully involved and there was fire in the living room.
Crews knocked down the fire on the porch and made
entry and knocked down the fire in the living room.
They then made two attempts to get up the stairs but
were driven back by conditions when a smoke
explosion occurred, forcing crews out of the building,
according to Spritzer. An exterior attack was
mounted until conditions allowed crews to enter and
they then found two victims in a second-floor
bedroom. The other four occupants, including two on
the second floor, were able to self-rescue prior to the
arrival of the fire department.
The building was not equipped with a residential
sprinkler system and had two smoke alarms, one on
the first floor and one on the second floor. One was
missing a battery and Spritzer reported that they were
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not able to determine if the other one was functional.

2/4/10

Indiana State
University

Terre Haute

IN

Support dining

2/5/10

Lewis and
Clark
Community
College
University of
Scranton and
Marywood
University

Edwardsville

IL

Unknown

Scranton

PA

Off-campus

2/8/10

University of
Virginia

Charlottesville

VA

Off-campus

2/9/10

University of
Michigan Flint

Flint

MI

Greek fraternity

2/9/10

University of

Albuquerque

NM

Residence

2/5/10

sprinkler
save

The two victims were Lucy Causley, 18, from Harbor
Springs Michigan and Adam Lockard, 21, of Bethesda,
Maryland.
A grease fire broke out at 9:16 am in a Taco Bell in the
university food court. The fire was controlled by the
activation of the sprinkler system and a fire extinguisher.
An Edwardsville, Ill. man is in police custody after
allegedly setting fire in the bathroom of a Lewis and Clark
Community College building.
Two University of Scranton graduate students managed to
get out of their burning apartment house safely Thursday
afternoon. Fire officials said flames were coming from the
back of the house on Jefferson Avenue when they arrived.
Staff from the University of Scranton and from Marywood
showed up to comfort the students and help them save
any belongings. Both schools have offered the students
temporary on-campus housing, food, clothes, books and
other supplies.
When firefighters arrived at a Robertson Avenue home,
they could see a large fire through the front door. The
house is home to chemical engineering doctoral
candidates at the University of Virginia. They were at the
university when the fire began, Werner said. No one was
hurt.
There was a small electrical fire in the Delta Tau Delta
Fraternity house. It appears to have started inside of a
wall in a second-floor bedroom. No one was injured in the
blaze and the damage was contained to a small area of
the complex.
A bulletin board was set on fire on the first floor of a
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New Mexico

2/10/10

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y
hall

University of
Arizona
University of
Wisconsin Madison

Tucson

AZ

Madison

WI

2/13/10

University of
Maine

Orono

ME

Off-campus

2/14/10

Salem
International
University
San Jose
State

Salem

WV

Residence
hall

San Jose

CA

Residence
hall

2/15/10

Ohio State
University

Columbus

OH

Off-campus

2/15/10

South Dakota
State
University

Brookings

SD

Greek fraternity

2/16/10

Princeton
University

Princeton

NJ

Academic

2/11/10

2/14/10

Keyword
s

Residence
hall
Academic laboratory

sprinkler
save

Synopsis
residence hall. Students were able to return to their
rooms by 4:30 a.m. A fire drill had been held the evening
before so students knew what actions to take when the
alarm sounded.
An overheated elevator motor was believed to be the
source of smoke in the Coronado Residence Hall.
A student was using chemicals and they dripped onto a
chair, catching it on fire. He then pushed the chair down
the hallway and into the stairwell where he extinguished
the fire using a dry chemical fire extinguisher. During this
time he burned his right hand. He drove himself to the
hospital where he was treated and released.
A home occupied by six people, four of them students,
was totally destroyed by a fire that broke out at 7:00 p.m.
The occupants lost most of their possessions in the fire.
An arson fire broke out at 7:00 p.m. in a residence hall.
The fire was started inside a dresser in an unoccupied
room.
A fire broke out at 1:30 p.m. in a high-rise residence hall.
The fire was caused by unattended cooking and was
controlled by the activation of the building's automatic fire
sprinkler system.
An afternoon fire caused by faulty wiring broke out in an
off-campus house, destroying much of the building and
displacing 10 students.
A fire that started in a power strip caused significant
damage to the Sigma Alpha Epsilon fraternity. The fire
broke out on a Monday afternoon and destroyed much of
the building.
An overheated water pump caused the evacuation of a
high rise academic building. The fire, which broke out at
approximately 5:00 p.m., forced the evacuation of
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2/17/10

Trinity College

Hartford

CT

Residence
hall - arson

2/18/10

Columbia
University

New York

NY

Residence
hall

2/18/10

University of
Iowa

Iowa City

IA

Off-campus

2/21/10

Northwestern
University

Evanston

IL

Academic library

2/25/10

University of
Wisconsin Stout

Menomonie

WI

Off-campus

2/25/10

University of
WisconsinStout
Washington
State
University

Stout

WI

Off-campus

Pullman

WA

Residence
Hall

2/27/10

Keyword
s

sprinkler
save

Synopsis
between 75 to 100 people. The fire was contained to the
room of origin.
An arson fire in a residence hall broke out at 4 p.m. and
was controlled by the activation of the building's automatic
fire sprinkler system. A chair was set on fire in the
stairwell on the fourth floor, which was under construction
at the time.
A fire in a residence hall started when a student draped
clothing over a lamp and then left the room. Another
residence in the suite heard an alarm and when she
walked into the hallway smelled smoke. She ran
downstairs and notified a security guard who advised her
to call public safety. FDNY responded and threw the
items outside of the building.
A fire in an apartment house has displaced 10 people,
some of them students from the University of Iowa. The
fire broke out at 4:26 p.m. and the cause is unreported at
this time.
The fire alarm system in the library was activated by a
student on the second floor lounge burning popcorn in the
microwave.
An early morning fire that was started by careless disposal
of smoking materials in a basement sofa trapped a
student on the second floor who was transported to the
hospital with smoke inhalation injuries. The other
occupants of the building were able to escape before the
arrival of the fire department.
A fire in an off-campus hospitalized one student for smoke
inhalation and displaced four other students. The cause
of the fire is under investigation.
A fire that started in the vicinity of a kitchen stove caused
$500,000 in damage and displaced more than a dozen
students in a WSU apartment complex.
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Unknown

3/1/10

University of
Wisconsin

Madison

WI

3/2/10

Penn State

Erie

PA

Support dining

3/2/10

Truman State
University

Kirksville

MO

Residence
hall

3/3/10

Hofstra
University

Uniondale

NY

Off-campus

3/6/10

Winthrop
University

Rock Hill

SC

Academic

3/9/10

Rowan
University

Glassboro

NJ

Residence
hall

3/13/10

Emmanuel
College
West Virginia
University

Boston

MA

Morgantown

WV

Administrat
ion
Riot

3/15/10

Harvard
University

Cambridge

MA

Residence
Hall

3/18/10

University of
Georgia

Athens

GA

Residence
Hall

3/13/10

Keyword
s

sprinkler
save

Synopsis
A fire in Grainger Hall started in an exterior wall near the
entrance of the building. Fire damage was limited to one
room. The cause of the fire was careless disposal of
smoking material outside of the building.
A fire broke out at midnight in a dining hall. The fire
caused the evacuation of 275 students from two adjacent
residence halls and took more than an hour to get under
control.
A fire broke out in an unoccupied room in Centennial
Residence Hall. The cause of the fire was determined to
be electrical and it ignited a mattress in the room.
A fire in an off-campus house broke out in the basement
of the building. Two of the students living in the basement
were able to get out safely.
A fire started in the roof area of an academic building.
The fire was in a void space below the roof which made it
difficult for fire fighters to access and extinguish. The fire
caused approximately $4.5 million in damage.
There was a small fire on the roof of a new student
housing under construction on the New Jersey campus of
Rowan University. No injuries reported.
Contractors accidentally set a hardwood floor on fire,
causing $50,000 in damage.
Fires broke out in the vicinity of off-campus student
housing after WVU’s win against Georgetown University in
the Big East Tournament. Approximately 27 fires were
set.
There was an electrical fire inside a Harvard University
dorm on Sunday at 3:20 pm. All residents of the building
were evacuated. No injuries were reported. The fire
caused approximately $100,000 in smoke damage.
A fire broke out at 10:30 am in an occupied residence hall
room. The occupants of the room were asleep at the time
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3/23/10

Eastern
Illinois
University

Charleston

IL

Off-campus

3/23/10

Princeton
University

Princeton

NJ

Academic Laboratory

3/24/10

University of
North
Carolina at
Charlotte
Washington
University

Charlotte

NC

Car fires

St. Louis

MO

Residence
hall

Edinboro
University of
Pennsylvania
Eastern
Michigan
University

Edinboro

PA

Off-campus

Ann Arbor

MI

3/25/10

3/28/10

4/3/10

1

Offcampus

Keyword
s

porch

Fatal,
porch,
couch

Synopsis
but were able to escape safely. The fire was controlled by
the activation of the building's automatic fire sprinkler
system and fire damage was limited to one room.
A fire started in a covered porch on the rear of an offcampus student house broke out at 5:20 p.m. The fire
spread to the interior of the building and caused $30,000
in damage to the contents and $50,000 in damage to the
building. The cause of the fire is unknown. There were
two occupants at home at the time of the fire.
A fire in a laboratory was confined to a small oven. The
fire was seen by a staff member who activated the
building's fire alarm system. There were no injuries
reported.
Four cars were set on fire by an arsonist at approximately
2:43 a.m. in a commuter parking lot.

A microwave caught fire on the second floor of a
residence hall. There was no evidence of burnt food in the
microwave and the cause of the fire is unknown at this
time. The fire was controlled by a police officer using a
fire extinguisher.
A fire broke out in an off-campus apartment at
approximately noon. The fire started on the first floor in a
commercial occupancy and displaced eight students.
April 3, 2010
Ann Arbor, Michigan
A student from Eastern Michigan University was killed
in an off-campus fire in Ann Arbor, Michigan.
According to the university, 22-year-old Renden
LeMasters was killed in the fire. LeMasters was a
senior in the College of Technology.
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Synopsis
In an interview with Campus Firewatch, Ann Arbor
Fire Marshal Kathleen Chamberlain reported that the
fire was reported at approximately 5:30 a.m. and
started in the area of the front porch which contained
upholstered furniture, trash and other combustibles.
The fire, which was detected by a passerby, then
spread into the interior of the building through a front
dormer window and two doors which were left open
when the occupants escaped from the fire. The victim
was found in front of the building by the first arriving
fire department personnel. The cause of the fire is
under investigation and has not been determined at
this time.

4/5/10

Bishop State
Community
College
Boston
University

Mobile

AL

Administrat
ion

Boston

MA

Academic

4/5/10

SUNY
Fredonia

Fredonia

NY

Off-campus

4/5/10

University of
Washington

Seattle

WA

Riot

4/5/10

The building is a two-story, wood-frame, building that
had been divided into three units located in the
basement, first floor and second floor. There were
interconnected smoke alarms in the building but no
residential fire sprinklers.
The old archives building was heavily damaged by a fire,
causing $60,000 in damage. The cause of the fire is
suspicious.
An electrical transformer caught fire on the roof of a
classroom building at 4:30 p.m. No injuries were reported.
A fire in an off-campus apartment displaced 20 students
and destroyed all of their belongings. The fire broke out
just before 9:00 p.m. and the cause is believed to be a
candle.
During a power failure, students lit a bonfire using
gasoline, mattresses, bed frames, couches and other
pieces of furniture. Nearby Greek houses played music
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4/6/10
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4/12/10

4/13/10

4/13/10

4/15/10

4/16/10
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Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
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Keyword
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Synopsis
and others set off fireworks. When power was restored
after midnight, police officers in riot gear dispersed the
crowd. The Seattle Fire Department was then able to
extinguish the fire.
Four off-campus apartment buildings were destroyed in a
fire that started at approximately 5:00 p.m. The cause of
the fire is unknown at press time.
A small electrical fire occurred in a laboratory. A piece of
machinery was destroyed by the fire. The fire was
extinguished by an employee using a fire extinguisher.
A fire broke out in an off-campus house occupied by a
Butler University student.
A grease fire occurred in a diner and was extinguished by
the grill’s automatic suppression system.

Mississippi
State
University
Rensellear
Polytechnic
Institute
Butler
University
Montclair
State
University
Montclair
State
University
Western
Oregon
University
Georgetown
University

Starkville

MS

Off-campus

Troy

NY

Academic Laboratory

Indianapolis

IN

Off-campus

Montclair

NJ

Dining hall

Montclair

NJ

Residence
hall

A residence woke up to a burning odor and found items
burning on top of a stove.

Monmouth

OR

Residence
hall

Washington

DC

Unknown

Michigan
State
University

East Lansing

MI

Off-campus

A motor in a mechanical room caught fire and forced the
evacuation of the building when a tunnel under the
building was filled with smoke.
Two maintenance employees were injured when the
chemicals they were using to clean a floor were ignited by
a floor stripper. The fire was controlled by the activation of
the building’s automatic fire sprinkler system. Two
security officers were treated and released for smoke
inhalation.
A fire broke out in an off-campus house and destroyed the
building, causing $500,000 in damage. The fire started in
one resident’s room and the cause of the fire has not been
determined. There were seven or eight occupants in the
building at the time of the fire. When the fire alarm system
sounded, one of the occupants proceeded to silence the

sprinkler
save
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4/16/10

Stanford
University

Palo Alto

CA

Residence
hall

4/16/10

University of
California
Santa Cruz

Santa Cruz

CA

Academic
– Library

4/16/10

University of
MissouriKansas City

Kansas City

MO

Residence
hall

4/18/10

Mississippi
State
University

Starkville

MS

Off-campus

4/18/10

Santa Clara
University

Santa Clara

CA

Off-campus

4/19/10

Carlisle

PA

Academic

4/20/10

Dickinson
College
University of
Nebraska
Omaha

Omaha

NE

Academic
– art

4/24/10

Alma College

Alma

MI

Residence
hall

Keyword
s

sprinkler
save

sprinkler
save

Synopsis
alarm and as a result the fire department had considered
filing charges against the individual. The decision was
later made to not file charges and have him do community
service.
A candle in a bathroom ignited a cabinet on fire. The fire
was controlled by the activation of the building’s automatic
fire sprinkler system.
A fire in a library wing undergoing renovation broke out
shortly after 9:00 p.m. There were approximately 100
students in the building at the time and all were evacuated
safely.
An arson fire was set at approximately 4:00 a.m. in a
residence hall kitchen area and was controlled by the
activation of the building’s automatic fire sprinkler system.
Two apartment buildings were significantly damaged by a
fire displacing a number of students from the university.
This is the second off-campus apartment fire in Starkville
in several weeks that has displaced students.
A fire was reported at 5:48 a.m. in an off-campus house
occupied by five students. The students were alerted by
the activation of smoke alarms and it was reported that
four of the students lost all of their belongings.
A plant dryer caught fire and caused a small amount of
damage.
A fire caused by careless disposal of smoking materials
broke out and forced the evacuation of 300 people from
the Arts and Sciences Hall. The building was closed for at
least one day as a result of the fire.
A fire broke out in an unoccupied room in Gelston Hall
forcing the evacuation of approximately 100 students.
Many of the students in the residence hall had already left
for the semester. The cause is thought to possibly be a
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4/30/10

University of
Minnesota
Duluth

Duluth

MN

Off-campus

5/1/10

Fredonia
State College

Fredonia

NY

Off-campus

5/5/10

George
Washington
University

Washington

DC

Greeksorority

5/5/10

Reed College

Portland

OR

Residence
hall

5/5/10

University of
New Mexico

Albuquerque

NM

Academic laboratory

5/6/10

Eastern
Connecticut
State College

Willimantic

CT

Off-campus

Keyword
s

porch

Synopsis
faulty electrical cord on a lamp.
An occupant of a duplex woke up at 5:30 am in response
to a text message and notice a glow coming from
downstairs. The smoke alarm activated shortly after this
and both occupants were able to escape safely. An
occupant in the adjacent duplex was also able to escape
safely. Damage is estimated at $25,000.
A student was seriously injured during a party when
another student tried to light a drink on fire and the lit drink
spilled onto two nearby students. Both students were
driven by others at the party to a nearby hospital where
one of them was treated and released but the other was
flown to a regional burn treatment center in serious
condition.
Fire broke out late Saturday afternoon in a sorority house
on the George Washington University campus, drawing a
large-scale fire department response that filled a main
thoroughfare in the Foggy Bottom area with fire
equipment.
Two students were arrested and charged with setting a
fire in a wastebasket in a residence hall. The fire
damaged the carpet and activated the building's fire alarm
system. They were charged with reckless burning.
A fire broke out in a research laboratory that forced the
evacuation of 400 people from the building and three
nearby buildings. The fire was extinguished by the fire
department after approximately 45 minutes. The fire was
reported to have started in a generator on the first floor
and spread rapidly to the third floor, causing significant
damage.
A fire in an off-campus house broke out at 10:44 pm and
displaced a number of students. The fire started on a third
floor porch and extended to the structure.
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Residence
hall

Keyword
s

Synopsis

5/6/10

Rider
University

Lawrence

NJ

5/8/10

Columbia
International
University

Columbia

SC

Academic library

5/8/10

Georgetown
University

Washington

DC

Greek sorority

5/9/10

San Jose
State
University

San Jose

CA

Residence
hall

5/11/10

Texas A&M

College
Station

TX

Academic laboratory

5/13/10

Rutgers
University New
Brunswick
Utah State
University

New
Brunswick

NJ

Residence
hall

A small fire broke out at approximately 10:00 pm in the
Rockoff Residence Hall, a 12-story building. The fire was
under control by 10:15 pm.

Logan

UT

Off-campus

A fire broke out at approximately 10:14 pm in a four-story
apartment building occupied by 70 students from Utah
State University. Upon arrival fire crews observed fire
showing through the roof of the building. Because of
construction, fire fighters had a difficult time extending
handlines to the fire and a second alarm was required to
bring the fire under control. Damage was confined to two

5/14/10

sprinkler
save

A fire in a trash can in a basement laundry room forced
the evacuation of 200 students. The fire was extinguished
by public safety officers using fire extinguishers. The
building's fire sprinkler system did not activate.
A fire that started in an overhead florescent light at 5:00
a.m. has caused more than $1 million in damage. A
student walking by the building saw smoke coming from
the building and alerted a security guard. The fire broke
out during finals week.
A fire broke out on a Saturday afternoon shortly before
5:00 pm in a third floor bedroom of a George Washington
University Sorority. The fire was contained to the room of
origin and was small enough that it did not activate the
building's automatic fire sprinkler system.
A fire broke out in a kitchen in a residence hall at 8:15
a.m. on a Sunday morning. The fire was controlled by the
activation of the building's automatic fire sprinkler system.
Only one of the building's ten units was not habitable
following the fire.
An explosion in the Chemistry Annex caused minor
injuries to two people. The incident occurred during finals.
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5/18/10

Santa Clara
University

Santa Clara

CA

Off-campus

5/27/10

Clemson
University

Clemson

SC

Greek fraternity

6/7/10

University of
Dayton

Dayton

OH

Residence
hall

6/22/10

Southern
Illinois
University

Carbondale

IL

Academic laboratory

6/22/10

Widener
University

Talleyville

DE

Residence
hall

sprinkler
save

6/25/10

Mass College
of Art

Boston

MA

Off-campus

porch

porch

Synopsis
apartments on the fourth floor and the roof of the building.
Two students were injured when they were forced to jump
out of a second-story window to escape a fire in their offcampus apartment. The fire was reported at
approximately 4:40 a.m. One student was treated and
released for smoke inhalation. The other student had an
ankle injury and facial abrasions from the fall. Other
occupants of the building were able to self-evacuate when
the building's fire alarm system was activated.
A fire broke out at 7:30 in the morning in a fraternity
housing six students for the summer. At the time of the
fire there were three students in the building and all were
able to escape safely. The building, built in 1892, was
totally destroyed.
A house owned by the University of Dayton was damaged
in a fire that started on the exterior porch. The fire also
caused damage to two adjacent buildings. It is estimated
that the fire caused over $13,000 in damage. The building
was unoccupied at the time of the fire.
A laboratory fire last week will cost approximately $1
million in cleanup due to the presence of asbestos
wrapping on some of the piping. Replacement cost on the
equipment is approximately $500,000 with another
$500,000 for repairs to the building.
A fire broke out at approximately 4:30 a.m. on the second
floor of a residence hall. The fire, which was started by
smoking materials, was extinguished by the activation of
the building's automatic fire sprinkler system. There were
no injuries and the fire was under control in 20 minutes.
Damage was estimated at $1,000."
A fire broke out at approximately 5:00 a.m. in an offcampus house occupied by three students. The fire
started when a student fell asleep on the front porch while
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6/26/10

University of
California Berkeley

Berkeley

CA

Residence
hall

6/30/10

University of
Missouri

Columbia

MO

Academic laboratory

6/30/10

University of
Oregon

Eugene

OR

Academic classroom

6/30/10

University of
Missouri

Columbia

MO

Academiclaboratory

7/12/10

University of
Arkansas

Fayetteville

AR

Greekfraternity

7/14/10

University of
North
Carolina at
Chapel Hill
University of
Vermont

Durham

NC

Off-campus

Burlington

VT

Unknown

7/14/10

Keyword
s

sprinkler
save

Synopsis
smoking a cigarette. The building and all of the student's
work was destroyed in the fire.
A fire broke out in a trash chute in an 8-story residence
hall, forcing the evacuation of 200 students. Two students
were treated and released for smoke inhalation injuries.
The fire occurred at approximately 5:00 a.m. and students
were not allowed back into their rooms until 3:00 p.m.
An explosion in a laboratory injured four people and blew
out 17 windows. The incident occurred when hydrogen
exploded during an experiment. One person was
admitted to the hospital and was in good condition. Two
laboratories received significant damage.
A burner in a break room that had been left on started a
fire that caused approximately $500,000 in damage.
(1300)
An explosion in a laboratory injured four people and blew
out 17 windows. The incident occurred when hydrogen
exploded during an experiment. One person was
admitted to the hospital and was in good condition. Two
laboratories received significant damage.
A fire broke out early in the morning in the unoccupied Phi
Gamma Delta fraternity. The fire, which is believed to be
arson, broke out in the basement and activated the
building's automatic fire sprinkler system. The building
was scheduled to be renovated in the fall.
Two football players lost all of their possessions in an offcampus apartment fire. The fire was caused by the
careless disposal of smoking materials on a balcony in an
apartment one floor up from their apartment.
A fire was caused when water from an asbestos
abatement project seeped through a seam in the plastic
sheeting into an electrical outlet. Damage is estimated at
$500.00.
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Academic

7/28/10

Notre Dame
University

South Bend

8/11/10

Lincoln
University

Jefferson City

MO

Residence
hall

8/29/10

Boston
University

Boston

MA

Academic

9/1/10

St. Mary-ofthe-Woods
College

Terre Haute

IN

Administrat
ion

9/4/10

South
Arkansas
Community
College
Brigham
Young
University

El Dorado

AR

Unknown

Madison

ID

Off-campus

9/8/10

University of
Connecticut –
Stamford

Stamford

CT

Academic

9/9/10

Centenary
College

Hackettstown

NJ

Residence
hall

9/9/10

Rensselaer
Polytechnic
Institute

Troy

NY

Off-campus

9/5/10

IN

Fatalitie
s

Keyword
s

Synopsis
The Grotto of Our Lady of Lourdes, a shrine built at Notre
Dame, caught fire. The extent of the damage and the
cause of the fire is unknown at this time.
A fire was started in a microwave in a vacant room at
approximately 6:00 p.m. The fire was brought under
control by fire fighters in about 15 minutes.
An electrical fire broke out in the basement of the school's
College of Arts and Sciences building at approximately
6:00 p.m. No further information was available.
A fire that started in the basement of the building housing
the president's office damaged offices on the first floor.
The cause of the fire was not reported and there were no
injuries.
A fire broke out on the roof of a building under
construction at approximately 7:00 a.m. There was no
report on the extent of the damage.

sprinkler
save

Students were heating up oil on top of a stove to cook a
frozen chicken when the oil ignited. The students were
able to extinguish the fire prior to the arrival of the fire
department but the stove hood had to be removed to
check for fire extension.
A fire broke out at approximately 7:00 p.m. The fire started
outside of the building and extended into the walls. The
cause is possibly a carelessly discarded cigarette into
landscaping mulch adjacent to the building.
A fire broke out in a residence hall at approximately 10:00
a.m. when a machine malfunctioned. The building's
automatic fire sprinklers activated and controlled the fire.
Student in an off-campus house were drinking flaming
shots of rum and lighting sprinklers during a birthday party
and started a fire in an off-campus house at 2:30 a.m.
The students attempted to fight the fire before reporting
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9/9/10

University of
Oklahoma

Norman

OK

Academic

9/15/10

University of
Southern
Indiana

Evansville

IN

Off-campus

9/17/10

Texas State
University

San Marcos

TX

Academic

9/17/10

Brandeis
University

Waltham

MA

9/19/10

University of
Iowa

Iowa City

IA

Academic
–
laboratory
Academic

9/20/10

SUNY
Potsdam and
Clarkson
University

Potsdam

NY

Off-campus

Keyword
s

sprinkler
save

Porch,
couch

Synopsis
the fire. Two occupants on an upper level had to be
rescued by first-arriving police officers who led them out
by a fire escape. Another student was asleep in his room
and his roommates had to break an exterior window to get
him out. The roof collapsed during the fire an all 11
occupants, who were students at RPI, were displaced by
the fire.
A fire started by a lamp in an academic building was
controlled by the activation of the building's automatic fire
sprinkler system. The fire broke out at approximately 4:15
p.m. The building was reopened a short time later.
A student was asleep in an apartment attached to a barn
when the barn caught fire at approximately 4:30 a.m. The
student was able to escape but both buildings were
destroyed.
A fire broke out at approximately 11:50 a.m. on the third
floor of the liberal arts building and was extinguished
within 20 minutes. No cause of the fire was reported and
the extent of the damages is unknown. Smoke was
confined to the third floor.
A graduate student was injured in a chemical explosion
involving tetrahydrofuran and calcium hydride. The
student received facial injuries from the event.
A fire broke out at approximately 2:50 pm on the ground
floor of the Becker Communications Building. The fire
burned some paper and bulletin boards and activated the
building's fire alarm system. The fire was contained to the
room of origin and there was no significant damage to the
building reported.
A fire in an off-campus house broke out in the evening and
was started by a carelessly disposed of cigarette in a
couch on the front porch. There were six people living in
the house, five of which were students. All were able to
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9/21/10

University of
California
Berkeley

Berkeley

CA

Off-campus

9/24/10

East
Stroudsburg
University

East
Stroudsburg

PA

Residence
hall

9/30/10

University of
South
Alabama

Mobile

AL

Unknown

Keyword
s

Synopsis
escape but the house was destroyed by the fire.
A fire started in a paint storage area outside of a co-op
that housed approximately 30 students. The students
were able to put out the fire prior to the arrival of the fire
department by using fire extinguishers.
A series of four fires were set in a residence hall at
approximately 3:00 a.m. These fires are believed to be
connected to an earlier fire six days before. A student
was eventually charged with setting seven fires in the
building where he had been a resident assistant.
September 30, 2010
Unknown occupancy
University of South Alabama
Mobile, Alabama
A fire was reported in a building at 5:30 p.m. The fire had
been set in a men's room trash can. A student was
subsequently arrested and charged with starting four fires.

10/3/10

University of
North
Carolina
Chapel Hill
University of
Massachusett
s Lowell

Chapel Hill

NC

Academic
–
laboratory

A fire was reported at 10:33 p.m. in a laboratory. No other
details were available.

Lowell

MA

Residence
hall

10/6/10

Columbia
University

New York

NY

Residence
hall

10/7/10

University of

Knoxville

TN

Academic

A halogen lamp in a student's room set some clothes on
fire. A UMass Lowell police officer responded to the call
at 11:20 p.m. and was able to extinguish the fire using a
portable fire extinguisher. He then closed the door to the
room to contain the smoke until the fire department
arrived."
A fire in a trash chute in a residence hall activated the
building's automatic fire sprinkler system, controlling the
fire."
Magnesium shavings caught fire at approximately 9:00

10/6/10

sprinkler
save
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Tennessee

Fatalitie
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y
–
laboratory

Keyword
s

10/10/10

Catawba
College

Salisbury

NC

Residence
hall

10/10/10

Old Dominion
University

Norfolk

VA

Residence
hall

10/12/10

New York
University

New York

NY

Residence
hall

sprinkler
save

10/14/10

Northwestern
University

Evanston

IL

Academic
–
Laboratory

sprinkler
save

10/14/10

Oregon State
University

Corvallis

OR

Academic
–
laboratory

10/14/10

Temple

Philadelphia

PA

Academic

Synopsis
a.m. and had to be extinguished using specialized
extinguishers. Smoke from the fire spread throughout the
building."
A student was charged after admitting that he had built
several bombs using household ingredients. The first
bomb he built he set outside of the residence hall window
where it exploded. He then built a second one and placed
it on a kitchen table and sat down to watch. It then
exploded, filling the area with smoke. He put it outside in
a trash can. The student was charged with two felony
counts of having explosives on educational property."
A fire broke out at approximately 2:30 p.m. in a kitchen in
a residence hall. The fire was started when a student
started cooking and then fell asleep. No one was injured
and no other details were available."
A fire broke out at approximately midnight on the fourth
floor of a high-rise residence hall. The fire was caused by
a student cooking French fries in grease. The building's
automatic fire sprinkler system activated and contained
the fire."
A fire was reported at 10:30 a.m. in a laboratory. The fire
started in a chemical fume hood and the buildings
automatic fire sprinkler system activated and contained
the fire."
A fire broke out in a chemical fume hood at approximately
10:45 a.m. The student activated the building's fire alarm
system, used a dry chemical fire extinguisher and thought
she had extinguished the fire when she evacuated.
However, when fire fighters entered the laboratory they
found that the fire was still burning within the lab hood. No
one was injured and the occupants were allowed back
inside after an hour.
A fire broke out in a trash can and was reported at 2:30
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10/15/10

University
Knox College

City

State

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y

Galesburg

IL

Greek –
fraternity

10/19/10

University of
Kentucky

Lexington

KY

Off-campus

10/20/10

Tufts
University

Medford

MA

10/21/10

University of
Kansas

Lawrence

KS

Administrat
ion –
student
center
Residence
hall

10/21/10

Drake
University

Des Moines

IA

Academic

10/26/10

University of
Chicago

Chicago

IL

Unknown

10/26/10

Lyon College

Batesville

AR

Dining
Commons

10/27/10

University of
Virginia
Indiana
University
East
University of
Tennessee

Charlottesville

VA

Academic

Richmond

IN

Off-campus

Knoxville

TN

Greek –
Fraternity

10/27/10

10/29/10

Keyword
s

Synopsis
a.m. No injuries were reported."
A fire broke out on the Tau Kappa Epsilon fraternity’s fire
escape. The fire was contained to the exterior of the
building."
A fire in an off-campus apartment complex displaced four
UK students. The fire, which was reported at 5:36 a.m.,
appeared to be started by careless disposal of smoking
materials in a trash can outside of the building."
An elevator motor overheated and activated the building's
fire alarm system. The building was closed for the night
while it was ventilated."
An early morning fire was contained to a dryer. in a
residence hall. Students were evacuated but no one was
injured and they were let back into the building shortly
thereafter."
A fire was reported at 5:45 a.m. with smoke throughout
the building. The fire was quickly brought under control.
No other information was available."
A building undergoing rehab caught fire at approximately
6:00 p.m. The fire broke out on the top floor of the three
story building and was brought under control by 7:00 p.m.
One fire fighter was injured.
A cafeteria building was completely destroyed by a fire
that broke out at approximately 4:00 p.m. No further
information is available at this time.
A fire broke out in a stage prop. The fire was extinguished
using portable fire extinguishers."
A fire started by a plumber in an off-campus apartment
building has destroyed the building. Fifteen students were
displaced by the fire.
A fire broke out at approximately 3:30 a.m. in an occupied
fraternity house. The fire was contained to one room and
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10/31/10

Baylor
University

Waco

TX

Off-campus

11/2/10

College of
Central
Florida
North Arizona
University
St. Cloud
University

Ocala

FL

Support –
athletics

Flagstaff

AZ

Support

St. Cloud

MN

Off-campus

Porch,
couch

11/9/10

Penn State

University
Park

PA

Support

sprinkler
save

11/9/10

University of
Central
Florida
University of
South
Carolina

Orlando

FL

Residence
fall

Columbia

SC

Academic
– library

11/12/10

University of
Massachusett
s Dartmouth

Dartmouth

MA

Residence
hall – arson

11/13/10

University of
Texas at El
Paso

El Paso

TX

Academic

11/6/10
11/6/10

11/10/10

Synopsis
the building was filled with smoke. Some occupants did
not evacuate during the fire."
Four students were alerted to a fire by the activation of a
smoke alarm and were able to escape. The fire caused
significant damage to the back porch and two rear rooms.
The fire started in a barbecue pit.
A fire in the aquatic center destroyed approximately 30%
of the building and caused heavy smoke damage in the
remaining structure.
A fire in the student union broke out on the second floor
causing approximately $5,000 in damage.
A fire in an off-campus house was started by carelessly
discarded smoking materials in a porch couch. The house
was completely destroyed. Several of the students had to
jump from second story windows to escape from the fire.
An arson fire was started when someone threw
acceleration on an ATM. The fire was controlled by the
activation of the building's automatic fire sprinkler system.
A kitchen fire had been controlled by the activation of a
stovetop suppression system.
Several batteries in a computer malfunctioned and
generated smoke that was distributed throughout the
building by the ventilation system. The building was
evacuated while the smoke was cleared.
A series of fire were set in an academic building and a
residence hall. Two fires were set in an academic building
in the men's restrooms and a piece of paper on a bulletin
board was set on fire in the residence hall. A reward is
being offered.
A fire broke out on the second floor in a janitor's closet. It
was caused by a transformer plugged into the wall. The
fire destroyed the contents of the closet, causing
Page 349

Information compiled by Campus Firewatch ©2012 www.campus-firewatch.com ecomeau@campus-firewatch.com

Campus Incidents January 2000 to March 4, 2011
Sorted by Date
Unless otherwise indicated, this information was compiled from media sources and was not verified.

Date

School

City

State

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y

11/14/10

Stony Brook
University

Stony Brook

NY

Residence
hall

11/16/10

Purdue
University

West
Lafayette

IN

Off-campus

11/17/10

Pacific
Lutheran
University
University of
Florida

South Tacoma

WA

Academic

Gainesville

FL

Greek –
fraternity

College of
William and
Mary’s
Virginia
Institute of
Marine
Science
University of
North Florida

Wachapreaqu
e

VA

Academiclaboratory

Jacksonville

FL

Greenfield
Community
College
Lincoln
Christian
University

Greenfield

MA

Academic
–
laboratory
Academic

Lincoln

IL

Residence
hall

Wilkes
University

Wilkes-Barre

PA

Off-campus

11/17/10

11/18/10

11/18/10

11/19/10

11/22/10

11/23/10

Keyword
s

Synopsis
approximately $2,000 in damage.
A flyer in a stairwell was set on fire and is being treated as
arson. The damage was confined to the doors where the
flyer was posted.
A fire that was caused by grease igniting in a basement
unit damaged a building housing international students
attending Purdue University.
A fire broke out in a utility vault on the seventh floor. The
fire was reported to be small but forced evacuation of the
building and cancelled classes for the day.
A hookah tipped over and caught a mattress on fire. The
occupants tried to put of the fire by flipping over, which did
not work. They then used a fire extinguisher to put out the
fire.
A fire in a marine laboratory building destroyed the 2,600
square foot building causing over $1 million in damage.

sprinkler
save

A roll of toilet paper was set on fire in a second floor
bathroom. The fire was controlled by the activation of the
building's automatic fire sprinkler system.
A fire broke out in construction debris on the roof of an
academic building.
A Christmas tree caught fire and displaced 29 students.
The fire was controlled by the use of two portable fire
extinguishers but the damage forced the students to be
relocated until after Thanksgiving.
A fire on the second floor of a three-story apartment
building displaced at least six people and destroyed the
Page 350

Information compiled by Campus Firewatch ©2012 www.campus-firewatch.com ecomeau@campus-firewatch.com

Campus Incidents January 2000 to March 4, 2011
Sorted by Date
Unless otherwise indicated, this information was compiled from media sources and was not verified.

Date

11/24/10

School

City

State

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y

University of
Oregon
Cardinal
Stritch
University
Purdue
University

Corvallis

OR

Support

Milwaukee

WI

Residence
hall – arson

West
Lafayette

IN

Off-campus

11/28/10

University of
Missouri

Columbia

MO

Off-campus

11/28/10

Drury
University
University of
Colorado

Springfield

MO

Boulder

CO

Frostburg
State
University

Frostburg

MD

Residence
hall
Academic
–
laboratory
Offcampus

11/25/10

11/26/10

11/30/10

12/3/10

2

Keyword
s

Synopsis
building. The fire was reported to be started by a resident
cooking a pork chop. An occupant on the third floor
smelled smoke and had to navigate through smoky
stairways to escape. The occupant of the apartment
where the fire started was forced to jump out the window
to escape.
An electrical fire in a steam tunnel knocked out power and
telecommunications to 17 buildings on campus.
A student was arrested and charged with setting a series
of three fires in a residence hall. The fires occurred in a
kitchen and two bathrooms, causing $75,000 in damage.
A lighting strike was the cause of a fire in an off-campus
apartment building that housed a number of international
students attending Purdue. Approximately 20 students
were displaced by the fire.
An attended barbecue grill was the cause of a fire in an
off-campus house. The fire set the deck on fire and then
spread to the house, causing $25,000 in damage with
significant damage to the second story. This is the
second fire involving the same three occupants. The first
fire occurred a month ago when hot coals from a barbecue
set the deck on fire, damaging the deck and causing
$1,500 in damages. Repairs to the deck had just been
completed hours before the second fire occurred.
A small electrical fire broke out in a motor in the heating
system and was controlled by a portable fire extinguisher.
A glass vial containing chemicals exploded causing minor
injuries to a post-doctoral student.

fatal

A fire in an off-campus house claimed the lives of two
students. Evan Kullberg, 23, and Alyssa Salazar, 20,
were killed in a fire that was started by an overheated
flue pipe from a wood stove. There were no working
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12/6/10

Alabama A&M

12/6/10

Dartmouth
College

City

Madison
County
Hanover

State

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y

AL

Academic

NH

Academic
–
laboratory

12/7/10

Washington
University

St. Louis

MO

Support –
dining

12/7/10

University of
Texas Austin

Austin

TX

Greek –
fraternity

12/11/10

University of
St. Thomas

St. Paul

MN

12/12/10

Unknown

Kansas City

MO

1

Offcampus

Off-campus

Keyword
s

Synopsis
smoke alarms in the house. Kullberg and Salazar
were not able to escape from their second-story room.
A chemical fire broke out in a classroom building on the
third floor at approximately 4:15 p.m. No one was injured.
December 6, 2010
Laboratory
Dartmouth College
Hanover, NH

Fatal,
porch

A fire in a 7th-floor darkroom broke out when a gas line
feeding a Bunsen burner failed. The fire was controlled by
researchers using portable fire extinguishers until the fire
department arrived on the scene.
An electrical short in an ice make started a fire in a dining
commons. The fire was controlled by the activation of the
building's automatic fire sprinkler system.
A fire in the Delta Epsilon Psi fraternity was started by a
heating unit. Damage was confined to insulation in the
attic.
Michael Larson, 20, a student at the University of St.
Thomas, was killed in an early-morning fire in an offcampus house. The fire originated on the front porch
and then extended into the house at approximately
3:00 a.m. Larson had been sleeping on a couch on
the first floor and was found on the floor by fire
fighters. Three other occupants in the building were
alerted by the activation of the building’s smoke
alarms and were forced to jump from second-story
windows to escape from the fire. The cause of the fire
has not been reported at this time.
A fire in an off-campus house injured three fire fighters
when the fire flashed over. The students were able to
escape safely from the fire.
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Off-campus

12/12/10

Hocking
College

Nelsonville

OH

12/14/10

University of
Wisconsin
LaCrosse
Temple
University

LaCrosse

WI

Academic
– arts

Philadelphia

PA

Off-campus

12/22/10

Franklin &
Marshal
College

Harrisburg
Pike

PA

Off-campus

12/23/10

University of
Utah

Salt Lake City

UT

Residence
hall

12/24/10

Huston
Tillotson
University

Austin

TX

Residence
hall

12/24/10

Bethel
University

New Brighton

MN

Off-campus

12/30/10

University of
Washington

Seattle

WA

Off-campus

Michigan

East Lansing

MI

Off-campus

12/18/10

1/9/11

Keyword
s

sprinkler
save

Couch

Synopsis
A fire in an off-campus house that was caused by faulty
wiring in the attic has displaced five students. Damage is
estimated to be $13,000.
Some magnesium was ignited in a workroom at the
Center for the Arts building. The building was evacuated
until the fire burned itself out.
A fire in an off-campus house displaced seven people,
including three Temple University students. The cause of
the fire is believed to be a hot plate.
A fire broke out in the kitchen of an unoccupied fifth-floor
apartment. The building's automatic fire sprinkler system
was activated and controlled the fire. The occupant had
gone home for winter break. Damage was estimated at
$13,000.
A fire was reported at 9:57 a.m. in a residence hall
occupied by four students. The fire was contained to the
one unit and the occupants were able to reoccupy the
apartment after repairs.
An early morning fire in the director's office of a residence
hall is believed to be arson. The residence hall was
vacant at the time of the fire due to the holidays. The fire
caused $33,000 in damage.
A fire broke out early in a two-story off-campus house
occupied by seven men. The fire broke out in the garage
and spread into the house at approximately 3:00 a.m.
One occupant on the second floor had to jump out a
window to escape. There were no injuries but the house
is a total loss. (1389)
A couch was set on fire following a football victory by UW
over Nebraska in the Holiday Bowl. A Seattle police
officer who responded said the fire was small and was put
out quickly.
A fire broke out in a storage room in an off-campus house
Page 353

Information compiled by Campus Firewatch ©2012 www.campus-firewatch.com ecomeau@campus-firewatch.com

Campus Incidents January 2000 to March 4, 2011
Sorted by Date
Unless otherwise indicated, this information was compiled from media sources and was not verified.

Date

School

City

State

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y

Keyword
s

State
University

1/10/11

University of
Buffalo

Buffalo

NY

Off-campus

1/13/11

University of
Toledo

Toledo

OH

Academic

1/16/11

Oklahoma
State
University

Stillwater

OK

Off-campus

1/17/11

Ohio State
University

Columbus

OH

Off-campus

1/17/11

University of
Massachusett
s

Amherst

MA

Residence
hall

Sprinkler
save

Sprinkler
save

Synopsis
at approximately 3:20 a.m. The two students in the house
were alerted by the activation of a smoke alarm and barely
escaped, according to the fire marshal. Fire caused
extensive damage.
A fire in an off-campus home caused approximately
$40,000 in damage. All of the students who were inside
the home when it caught fire were able to escape safely.
A small fire broke out after midnight an a classroom
building. The fire was controlled by the activation of the
building's automatic fire sprinkler system. The fire caused
minor damage.
A fire in an off-campus duplex displaced several students.
The fire broke out shortly before midnight. A student on
the second floor heard a smoke alarm activate and then
went down the stairs and out the front door, past the fire,
instead of using the back exit. According to a quote in the
paper, "...which I guess wasn't the smartest thing since I
had to walk right past the fire.” Both sides of the duplex
had significant damage.
A fire in an off-campus duplex was started by a space
heater. The fire broke out at approximately midnight and
severely damaged one side of the duplex. One student
was home at the time of the fire and was able to escape
safely.
A fire in a residence hall was started by an unattended
candle and controlled by the activation of the building's
automatic fire sprinkler system at approximately 7:45 p.m.
Fire officials say activation of the building's fire alarm
system was delayed because the room's smoke alarm
had been obstructed. Following the fire an inspection was
made and more obstructed smoke alarms were found. As
a result, according to Nelson, the two students in the room
of origin were expelled and fines were levied on 16 other
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y

1/18/11

Texas A&M

College
Station

TZX

Academic

1/20/11

University of
Central
Oklahoma

Edmond

OK

Residence
hall

1/22/11

Longwood
University

Farmville

VA

Residence
hall

1/23/11

University of
New Haven

New Haven

CT

Off-campus

1/25/11

Mississippi
State
University

MS

Residence
hall

1/26/11

Western
Illinois
University
University of
Connecticut

Macomb

IL

Academic

Storrs

CT

Administrat
ion

Black Hills
State
University

Spearfish

SD

Off-campus

1/26/11

1/27/11

Keyword
s

Synopsis
students.
An engineering project, a hybrid formal car, was destroyed
in a fire. The laboratory was damaged in the fire, but not
significantly.
A fire broke out in a dining facility in a residence hall at
approximately 11:45 p.m. The fire forced the evacuation of
the residence hall, which houses approximately 300
students, for one hour.
A fire in a residence hall on the eighth floor was started in
a kitchen area. A student unsuccessfully attempted to
extinguish the fire by throwing water on it. The fire caused
""mild"" damage according to officials quoted in a news
report.
A fire broke out at approximately 1:00 a.m. The fire was
contained to the third floor of the building which houses
approximately 60 people.
A student was charged with first-degree arson after
allegedly setting a bulletin board on fire. According to
officials, the fire forced the evacuation of the building and
generated a lot of smoke. The fire was quickly
extinguished.
A basement fire forced the evacuation of a fine arts
building at approximately 11:00 a.m. The fire was
determined to be accidental.
A fire that broke out at approximately 5:51 a.m. in a
basement storage and utility room caused smoke damage
throughout the three-story building.
A fire in an off-campus apartment complex displaced a
number of students. According to news reports, several of
the residents were not aware the building was on fire until
they were told to evacuate by officials. The university
opened up a dozen residence hall rooms to house the
students but they were allowed to return to their
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1/28/11

University of
Tennessee at
Chattanooga

Chattanooga

TN

Residence
hall

2/2/11

Humboldt
State
University and
College of the
Redwoods

Contra Costa

CA

Off-campus

2/6/11

Loyola
University

New Orleans

LA

Residence
hall

2/8/11

Ohio State
University –
Newark

Newark

OH

Residence
hall

2/8/11

Rensselaer
Polytechnic
Institute

Troy

NY

Residence
hall

2/11/11

Fitchburg
State
University

Fitchburg

MA

Off-campus

2/11/11

Unknown

Chico

CA

Off-campus

Keyword
s

Synopsis
apartments after the fire was extinguished.
Fire broke out in a UT apartment building at approximately
11:22 p.m. One apartment had fire damage and another
smoke damage. The cause of the fire is under
investigation.
A fire in an off-campus apartment building has displaced
14 students. When the fire occurred, the occupant in the
apartment of origin was able to escape the building.
However, he went back into the apartment to get his
Social Security card and medical documents. The fire
trapped then trapped him and called his father on his cell
phone, asking him what to do. He then dropped his
laptop, grabbed his dog and jumped out of a window onto
a carport.
A fire started at approximately 3:13 a.m. when towels
were ignited in a clothes dryer. It is reported that the
towels had cooking oil on them.
A fire in a residence hall displaced seven students and
caused significant damage to the unit of origin. The fire
was caused by cooking. In addition, 44 other students in
the building were displaced because of the fire.
A series of arson fires broke out in a residence hall at
approximately 6:00 p.m. and caused minor damage. Fire
crews were mistakenly sent to the wrong location by an
RPI dispatcher who corrected the error after 30 minutes.
A fire caused significant damage to an off-campus house
occupied by seven students. The cause of the fire was
careless disposal of smoking materials in a couch. The
students attempted to extinguish the fire before calling the
fire department. In addition, the smoke alarms had gone
off five minutes prior to the fire breaking out but they were
not able to find the source of the smoke.
Four students were displaced from their apartment when a
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school
2/12/11

University of
Montana

Missoula

MT

Support

2/16/11

Howard
University

San Angelo

TX

Off-campus

2/19/11

University of
Maryland
New York
University

College Park

MD

Off-campus

New York

NY

Support –
food
service

2/22/11

University of
Dayton

Dayton

OH

Residence
hall

2/22/11

Highline
Community
College
Middlebury
College

Des Moines

WA

Administrat
ion

Sprinkler
save

Middlebury

VT

Residence
hall

Sprinkler
save

University of
Oregon

Eugene

OR

Off-campus

2/19/11

2/26/11

2/26/11

Sprinkler
save

Synopsis
fire broke out at approximately 12:05 p.m. There was
extensive smoke damage throughout the apartment.
A fire in a storage room at a bookstore was controlled by
the activation of the building's automatic fire sprinkler
system. The fire was started by an electrical problem with
a computer.
A fire in an apartment building where a student from
Howard University lived was started by children playing
with lighters. The fire displaced 50 people from 17
apartments and took three alarms to bring it under control.
A fire destroyed an off-campus house occupied by three
students. The cause of the fire is unknown at this time.
A fire in a Starbucks in an NYU building that also housed
classrooms and a residence hall broke out at
approximately 4:56 p.m. The fire started in a planter and
then spread to the structure.
A university-owned residence was damaged in a fire that
broke out at approximately 10:00 p.m. The cause of the
fire is thought to be electrical.
A fire that started in a desktop computer was extinguished
by the activation of the building's automatic fire sprinkler
system.
A fire that started in a trashcan was extinguished by the
activation of the building's automatic fire sprinkler system.
The fire was reported at 4:45 a.m. on the third floor of
Gifford Hall. No one was injured and students were able
to reoccupy the building with the exception of some rooms
that suffered water damage.
An electrical fire caused significant damage to an offcampus house occupied by six students just before finals
week. The fire broke out at approximately 5:40 a.m. and
one of the students was alerted by the activation of a
smoke alarm. He then proceeded to awaken the other
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Date

3/4/11

School

City

State

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y

University of
Maine at
Farmington
University of
Memphis

Farmington

ME

Support

Memphis

TN

Residence
hall

3/9/11

Cincinnati
State

Cincinnati

OH

Academic

3/10/11

University of
Maryland

College Park

MD

Residence
hall

3/11/11

University of
North
Carolina
Greensboro

Greensboro

NC

Administrat
ion – Data
Center

3/14/11

Loyola
University

Chicago

IL

Off-campus

3/20/11

Washington

Lexington

VA

Off-campus

3/4/11

Keyword
s

Synopsis
occupants and everyone was able to escape safely.
Officials estimate that the fire caused about $80,000 in
damage.
A fire was started by a ceiling-mounted electrical heater
and created a heavy smoke condition.
A fire caused by a faulty electrical cord started a fire in a
third floor residence hall room at approximately 5:45 a.m.
Fire was contained to one room with smoke and water
damage on the 2nd and 3rd floors. (1421)
A fire in a building which houses classrooms, a cafeteria
and an auditorium broke out at approximately 7:40 a.m.
An electrician was doing work in the building when a small
""electrical explosion"" occurred, knocking out power to
the building and that area of campus. The electrician
received minor injuries to his hands and face.
A charger on the fifth floor of a residence hall caught fire.
A manual pull station was activated at 4:20 a.m. alerting
the occupants to evacuate.
A fire in a data server shut down the entire facility. The
server overheated and burned a wiring harness, which
caused one fire at 9:00 a.m. The server continued to
operate until the power supply caught fire, causing a
second fire at 10:45 a.m. Services were brought back
online starting at 2:00 p.m.
A fire in an off-campus, four-story apartment injured 12
people, one critically. The fire started on the third floor at
approximately 10:00 a.m. One student fell from a thirdstory ledge. Another jumped from a fourth-story window,
breaking his back. A 31-year-old-male was in critical
condition from smoke inhalation. The cause of the fire is
believed to be accidental.
An off-campus house was totally destroyed by a fire,
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y

and Lee
University

3/23/11

Lindenwood
University

St. Charles

MO

Off-campus

3/26/11

University of
Maine Orono

Orono

ME

Off-campus

3/27/11

Rochester
Institute of
Technology
Pace
University

Rochester

NY

Residence
hall

White Plains

NY

Off-campus

3/29/11

Syracuse
University

Syracuse

NY

Residence
hall

3/29/11

Washington
University
Missouri State
University

St. Louis

MO

Springfield

MO

AcademicLaboratory
Greek –
fraternity

3/28/11

4/4/11

Keyword
s

Synopsis
displacing six Washington and Lee University students.
The fire, which started outside of the house at
approximately 8:00 p.m., spread to the house, destroying
it. No one was injured.
A fire in an off-campus house was started when a tree
limb fell on a power line which then started a grass fire.
The fire spread to the back deck and side of the house.
Damage was estimated to be $40,000.
A fire in an off-campus apartment displaced 12 students.
Eight of the students moved into university housing while
the other four found other housing. The cause of the fire
was unknown at press time.
A fire in a residence hall displaced 40 students. The fire,
which broke out at approximately 7:45 a.m., was believed
to be caused by a faulty wall-mounted heating unit.
A fire broke out at approximately 8:48 a.m. Two White
Plains police officers arrived on the scene and entered the
building and woke several students that were sleeping in
the building and evacuated them. The fire originated in
the kitchen area of the three-story building.
A fire in a university apartment was believed to be caused
by a television. Two security officers attempted to fight
the fire with fire extinguishers but were unable to make
entry into the bedroom. The room's occupant was not
present and another occupant in the apartment was
awakened by a smoke alarm.
A small fire was contained to a microwave and put out
with a fire extinguisher. There were no injuries.
A fire in the Zeta Delta Phi fraternity was reported to have
been started by faulty electrical wiring between the
basement ceiling and first floor. The fire, which broke out
shortly after 10:00 p.m., was quickly extinguished by the
members will be dislocated while repairs are being made.
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State

4/4/11

University of
Maryland

College Park

MD

4/5/11

Arizona State
University

Tempe

AZ

4/7/11

University of
Hartford
Winona State
University

Hartford

CT

Winona

MN

St. Louis
University
University of
North
Carolina
Chapel Hill

St. Louis

MO

Chapel Hill

NC

4/9/11

4/10/11
4/11/11

4/12/11

Paris

Fran
ce

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y
Off-campus

Keyword
s

Student
union –
sprinkler
save
Residence
hall
Off-campus

Sprinkler
save

Residence
hall
Greek –
Fraternity –
Sprinkler
Save

Offcampus,
fatal

Sprinkler
save

Synopsis
A fire in an off-campus house has displaced six students.
The fire broke out at approximately 2:00 p.m. in the
basement. The fire was contained to the basement and is
under investigation at this time.
A fire was caused by unattended cooking. The fire was
controlled by the activation of the building's automatic fire
sprinkler system.
A kitchen fire broke out in Village Quad 5 at approximately
7:20 p.m. displacing six students overnight.
A fire in an off-campus house has displaced seven
students. The fire, which broke out at approximately 6:05
a.m., was caused by a candle that had been left burning
on a dining room table.
An electrical fire in a residence hall forced 900 students to
find alternate accommodations for the evening.
A bed caught fire in the Sigma Chi fraternity at 3:25 p.m.
The fire was extinguished by the operation of the
building's automatic fire sprinkler system. Following the
deadly 1996 fire that claimed the lives of five students on
Graduation Day and Mother's Day, all UNC Greek houses
were required to install sprinkler systems.
Five people were killed in a massive fire in Paris,
France, including four foreign exchange students.
Jasmine Jahanshahi from the University of California
Berkeley died in the fire along with students from
Australia and Sweden. Four of the v According to
media reports, her friends have started a letter writing
campaign to the mayor of Paris demanding better fire
safety requirements in low-income housing. Her
family is accepting donations to start up a non-profit
organization to purchase fire escape ladders for lowincome housing.
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Date
4/15/11

School

City

State

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y
Academictheater
Residence
hall

Keyword
s

Troy
University
New York
University

Troy

AL

New York

NY

4/16/11

Arizona State
University

Tempe

AZ

Exterior

Arson

4/17/11

Texas A&M

College
Station

TX

Off-campus
– deck fire

Deck

4/22/11

Clemson
University

Clemson

SC

Sprinkler
save,
kitchen

4/23/11

Dixie State
College

Ste. George

UT

Residence
hall –
sprinkler
save
Off-campus

5/3/11

Massachusett
s College of
Art
Cornell
University

Boston

MA

Academic

Ithaca

NY

4/16/11

5/5/11

1

Offcampus –
fatal

Synopsis
A fire broke out in the Claudia Crosby Theater's prop shop
due to a light fixture being too close to a cabinet.
A student who reportedly appeared suicidal started a fire
in a residence hall on the eight floor at approximately 9:00
p.m. The fire was extinguished prior to the arrival of the
fire department.
A series of three fires were set on the ASU campus. The
first was on April 16 when a parking meter was set on fire
followed by a magazine stand. The third, a trash can fire
at a bus stop, broke out on April 18.
Five Texas A&M students and a student from another
college, along with four other occupants, were displaced
by a fire in an apartment complex that was started by an
improperly discarded cigarette on a deck.
A small stove-top fire was extinguished by the activation of
the building's automatic fire sprinkler system.

A fire in an off-campus house displaced five students and
caused approximately $30,000 in damage. The fire is
believed to have started in wiring in the wall.
A rooftop fire where construction workers were working
was quickly extinguished.
Fatal

A fire in an off-campus house in Ithaca, New York, has
claimed the life of one Cornell University student,
Brian Lo, a senior, according to the Ithaca Fire
Department. The cause of the fire is believed to be
unattended cooking.
The fire occurred shortly after midnight on Friday,
May 6, which is also the last day of classes at Cornell
University. The building was a three-story, wood
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Synopsis
frame structure with eight apartment units that are
normally occupied by 13 residents, mostly Cornell
students. At the time of the fire it is believed that
there were six or seven people in the building. All of
them, except the victim, were able to escape from the
building prior to the arrival of the fire department. The
building was equipped with a fire alarm system in the
common areas and single-station smoke alarms in the
individual living spaces. There was no automatic fire
sprinkler system.

5/6/11

5/6/11

5/12/11
5/12/11

Carnegie
Mellon
University
Various
colleges

Pittsburgh

PA

Residence
hall

Boston

MA

Off-campus

Arizona State
University
Stanford
University

Tempe

AZ

Brush fire

Palo Alto

CA

Greek –
fraternity

Sprinkler
save

The fire department reported that upon arrival there
was heavy smoke and fire on the first floor with fire
extending out of the rear upward towards the second
floor. Personnel began doing search and rescue and
suppression operations. Eventually the fire extended
into the gables and roof space and the fire department
was forced into an exterior, defensive fire fighting
operation.
A fire in a pizza oven at approximately 9:00 a.m. forced
the evacuation of two residence halls. The fire was in the
flue of the wood-fired oven.
A fire in an off-campus apartment building displaced 25
people, at least one of whom was a senior at Boston
College. The fire spread to an adjacent apartment
building. The cause of the fire is believed to be electrical.
A graduation fireworks show set off a small brush fire near
Sun Devil Stadium.
A fire broke out at approximately 4:00 p.m. on an exterior
balcony of the Kappa Sigma fraternity. It is believed that a
lit cigarette may have fallen into some boxes on the
balcony. The fire was controlled by the activation of the
building's automatic fire sprinkler system.
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5/13/11

Old Dominion
University

Norfolk

VA

5/15/11

Liberty
University

Lynchburg

VA

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y
Off-campus

Keyword
s

Offcampus

Fatal

Synopsis
A fire broke out at approximately 3:00 a.m. in an offcampus house occupied by three ODU students. Fire
officials called the fire suspicious.
A current Liberty University student and a former
student, both from Kenya, were killed in an early
morning fire in Lynchburg, Virginia, on Sunday, May
15, 2011. According to the Lynchburg Fire
Department and Liberty University, Victor, Kwatemba,
22, and Philemon, Onyango, 21, were killed in the fire
which occurred at approximately 5:30 a.m.
The fire occurred in a one-story, wood-frame building
with a basement apartment. The building was not
equipped with an automatic fire sprinkler system but
did have hardwired smoke alarms with battery backup
capability. The residents of the upstairs apartment
were awakened by their dog and they noticed smoke
in the apartment. They then called 911 to report the
fire.
According to Lynchburg Fire Department Battalion
Chief Greg Wormser, fire crews found heavy fire
extending out of the rear of the basement apartment
upon arrival. One occupant of the basement
apartment had managed to self-rescue prior to the
arrival of the fire department. The victims were found
in the living room of the basement apartment, one
near a window and the other near a door. When the
fire department arrived on the scene it was reported
that personnel could hear the upstairs smoke alarm
sounding but did not hear the basement smoke
alarms. After the fire, the hardwired smoke alarm was
inspected and the backup battery was missing.
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Synopsis
The area of origin is the kitchen and the cause of the
fire is believed to be unattended cooking.

5/17/11

George
Washington
University

Washington

DC

Greek –
fraternity

5/19/11

Stony Brook
University

Stony Brook

NY

Residence
hall

5/19/11

University of
Kansas
Edwards
Campus
St. Peter’s
College

Overland Park

KS

Academic

Englewood
Cliffs

NJ

Residence
hall

University of
Maryland
Baltimore
County
Unknown
school

Baltimore

MD

Residence
hall

San Jose

CA

Off-campus

Wilbur Wright

Chicago

IL

Academic

5/22/11

5/22/11

5/23/11

6/3/11

Lynchburg University confirmed that Kwatemba was
enrolled for the Spring 2011 semester and was
majoring in Computer Engineering. Onyango had last
been enrolled as a student in Spring 2009, majoring in
Sport Management.
A fire broke out in the Zeta Beta Tau fraternity at GWU.
Cause of the fire was a bathroom exhaust fan that had
been left on for about four hours. The fire caused
significant damage to the attic and roof. There were no
injuries.
A lit Molotov cocktail was thrown from the Greeley College
building in between two buildings. It is unknown if it
caused any damage.
A fire broke out at approximately 12:30 a.m. on the roof of
the Business, Engineering, Science and Technology
Building. The cause of the fire was not reported.
Sprinkler
save

Faulty wiring is believed to be the cause of a small fire that
broke out in a residence hall room at approximately 5:30
p.m. The fire was controlled by the activation of the
building's automatic fire sprinkler system.
Two Molotov cocktails were found in a residence hall
stairwell. They had not been ignited and were removed by
personnel from the state fire marshal's office.
A fire in an off-campus home forced the evacuation of
three college students. The fire caused $50,000 to
$60,000 in damage. There were no injuries.
A fire that started in a gear box in a basement transformer
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y
–
classroom
Residence
hall

Keyword
s

6/4/11

Ohio
University

Athens

OH

6/7/11

Notre Dame
University
Arizona State
University

South Bend

IN

Unknown

Tempe

AZ

Arson

6/18/11

University of
Idaho

Moscow

ID

Academic
–
classroom
Academic
– ROTC

6/18/11

Wichita State
University

Wichita

KS

Residence
hall

Sprinkler
save

6/19/11

San Jose
State
University

San Jose

CA

Greek –
fraternity

6/25/11

Boston
College

Boston

MA

Academic
–
laboratory

6/16/11

Synopsis
room forced the evacuation of a classroom building
because of smoke. There were no injuries.
An arson fire broke out at 2:00 a.m. and forced the
evacuation of the building. The fire caused approximately
$50,000 in damage.
A small fire broke out in a construction area on the roof of
DeBartolo hall and was quickly extinguished.
A small arson fire forced the evacuation of a six-story
classroom building.
The Navy ROTC building suffered $250,000 in damage
from a fire that was started by charcoal briquettes. The
office staff had a barbecue, poured water on the briquettes
and then disposed of them in landscaping near the
building. The fire spread into the building, causing
significant damage.
A fire caused by cooking broke out at approximately 11:00
p.m. in a five-story apartment complex on the WSU
campus. The building's automatic fire sprinkler system
activated, extinguishing the fire.
A fire destroyed the Kappa Sigma fraternity, causing $1.7
million in damage. Two dozen students who were living in
the house were dislocated by the fire. The fire started in
the laundry room and was discovered when a student got
up in the middle of the night. The cause of the fire is under
investigation.
A student suffered cuts on her face after a small explosion
in a chemistry laboratory. The student drove herself home
after the incident, but other students saw evidence of the
explosion and called the Boston police. The student was
located and transported to the hospital where she was
treated and decontaminated. The chemical involved was
thionyl chloride. As a result of the incident the fire
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Occupanc
y

7/3/11

University of
Toledo

Toledo

OH

Residence
hall

7/9/11

University of
Oklahoma

Norman

OK

Off-campus

7/12/11

University of
West Florida

Pensacola

FL

AcademicLaboratory

7/14/11

Unknown
school

San Francisco

CA

Off-campus

7/14/11

Tuskegee
University

Tuskegee

AL

Residence
hall

7/16/11

Indiana
University

Bloomington

IN

Academic
–
classroom

7/26/11

Colorado
State
University

Fort Collins

CO

Academic
–
laboratory

7/26/11

North
Carolina State
University

Raleigh

NC

Academic
–
classroom

Keyword
s

Sprinkler
save

Synopsis
department had to decontaminate the student's car and
apartment.
An iron that was left on in an unoccupied room started a
fire that was controlled by the building's automatic fire
sprinkler system. The occupant realized that she had left
the iron on and called another student, but no action was
taken. The fire caused approximately $35,000 in damage.
A fire in an off-campus house was caused by an electrical
malfunction in the circuit breaker box. The fire caused
approximately $5,000 in damage.
Two students were taken to an area hospital for treatment
of chemical burns. They were mixing chemical together in
a flask when it exploded.
A fire in a high-rise apartment building seriously damaged
7 units. The fire was reported to have started in a college
student's apartment on the top floor. There were no
injuries.
A fire that is believed to have been started by lightning
caused serious damage to the apartment-style residence
hall.
A fire broke out that damaged the roof and ceiling of the
building as well as causing water damage to the building's
indoor track and hardwood basketball court. The fire is
believed to be related to construction that was taking
place at the time on the roof.
A fire destroyed the university's Equine Reproduction
Laboratory, resulting in between $9 million and $15 million
in loss. There were 20 horses that had to be relocated as
a result of the fire. No one was injured. The cause of the
fire is unknown at this time.
A fire in the McKimmon Center started in an exterior
mechanical room and caused smoke damage inside of the
building. Approximately 60% of the building was able to
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State

Occupanc
y

School

8/1/11

Ohio State
University
Northwest
Missouri State
University

Columbus

OH

Off-campus

Maryville

MO

Greekfraternity

8/17/11

Florida Gulf
Coast
University

San Carlos
Park

FL

Residence
hall

8/17/11

University of
Pittsburgh

Pittsburgh

PA

8/20/11

University of
Florida

Gainesville

FL

Academic
–
Laboratory
Greek –
sorority

8/20/11

University of
Missouri

Columbia

MO

Off-campus

8/25/11

University of
New
Hampshire

Durham

NH

Residence
hall

8/26/11

Baylor
University

Waco

TX

Residence
hall

8/9/11

City

Fatalitie
s

Date

Keyword
s

Sprinkler
save

Couch

Sprinkler
save

Synopsis
reopen following the fire.
A fire in an off-campus house forced the evacuation of
three occupants. The fire was determined to be arson.
A fire in the Tau Kappa Epsilon fraternity has rendered the
building uninhabitable and most of the occupants will be
living in on-campus housing. The fire is being investigated
as arson.
A fire broke out at approximately 9:45 p.m. in a residence
hall's bathroom. The fire, which is believed to have been
started by a scented plug-in, was contained by activation
of the building's automatic fire sprinkler system.
A student was injured when he dropped a beaker
containing mercury perchlorate hydrate and it exploded,
giving him burns on his face, arms and chest.
A fire was started by an electrical problem in a fire alarm
control panel at the Chi Omega sorority house. No
serious damage was caused by the fire.
A fire started in an couch on a front porch and caused
$50,000 in damage. Columbia has an ordinance banning
the use of couches and upholstered furniture on exterior
porches. There were working smoke alarms in the
basement, where two residents were living, but none on
the first floor.
A fire in a university-owned residence was caused by a
portable generator in the basement of the building.
Although it was not running at the time, the occupant had
been starting it periodically in preparation for Hurricane
Irene. The fire department reported that there were no
other sources of ignition in the area. There were no
injuries reported.
A fire in a sixth-floor laundry was started when a dryer
motor ignited. The fire, which broke out at approximately
1:00 p.m., was controlled by the activation of the building's
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8/26/11

Arizona State
University

Tempe

AZ

Residence
hall

8/28/11

Jacksonville
State
University
Adrian
College

Jacksonville

FL

Off-campus

Adrian

MI

Off-campus

Western
Kentucky
University
University of
Southern
California

Bowling Green

KY

Exterior

Tampa

FL

Off-campus

9/1/11

University of
Florida

Gainesville

FL

Residence
hall

9/5/11

Berklee
School of
Music

Boston

MA

Off-campus

9/7/11

Eastern
Michigan

Ypsilanti

MI

Support –
student

8/31/11

9/1/11

State

Occupanc
y

School

8/29/11

City

Fatalitie
s

Date

Keyword
s

Synopsis
automatic fire sprinkler system.
An air conditioner chiller pump caught fire in a residence
hall and force the evacuation of the building. There were
no injuries.
A fire in a two-story, off-campus apartment destroyed two
apartments and damaged two more. The fire broke out at
approximately 3:26 pm.
Thirteen students and two faculty members were
displaced by a fire in an off-campus apartment building
adjacent to Adrian College. The fire was started by a
worker using a torch to solder piping.
Three fires were started in landscaping mulch, all by
carelessly discarded cigarettes.

Sprinkler
save

A fire broke out at 5:30 a.m. in an off-campus apartment
complex and has displaced a dozen people, five of them
USF students. When the fire department arrived on the
scene, the fire had extended through the second-story
roof. No injuries were reported.
A fire in an international residence hall was started after a
student left cooking oil unattended on the stove. The fire
occurred at approximately 9:00 p.m. The 61-year-old
building is scheduled to have a sprinkler system installed
in the summer of 2012.
A fire in an off-campus 6-story apartment building has
displaced 40 people, many of them students from the
Berklee School of Music. The fire, which broke out at
about 3:00 a.m., started in the basement laundry room
and was reported to have spread throughout the building
via the building's laundry chute. No injuries were
reported.
A 55-year-old student has been charged with arson after
being seen by video cameras setting fire in trash can. The
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9/9/11

University of
Missouri

Columbia

MO

Academic
– library

Sprinkler
save

9/11/11

University of
Kansas

Lawrence

KS

Off-campus

Couch

9/15/11

University of
Colorado

Boulder

CO

Academic
–
classroom

9/16/11

Columbia
University

New York

NY

9/17/11

Union County
College

Plainfield

NJ

9/18/11

University of
Maryland

College Park

MD

Academic
–
laboratory
Support –
food
services
Off-campus

9/23/11

Unknown
School

St. Paul

MN

Off-campus

9/24/11

West Virginia
University

Morgantown

WV

Street fires

Couch

Synopsis
fire was controlled by the activation of the building's
automatic fire sprinkler system.
A 25-year-old man was arrested and charged with second
degree arson, among other charges, associated with a fire
that broke out in a library at 3:30 a.m. The fire was
controlled by activation of the building's automatic fire
sprinkler system.
A fire in an off campus house started when a sofa on the
front porch caught fire at 6:00 a.m. The fire destroyed the
house and contents which was estimated to be $234,000.
All of the occupants were able to escape unharmed.
A fire started in an oven in a biology building at
approximately 3:02 p.m. The building's fire alarm system
was activated and the building was evacuated.
Firefighters contained the fire to the oven.
A small fire broke out in a laboratory building at
approximately 4:37 p.m. The fire was started by workers
welding in a pump room.
A fire in the college’s kitchen and cafeteria caused
moderate to severe fire and smoke damage. The cause of
the fire is believed to be electrical.
A fire in a graduate student's off-campus house was
reported by a neighbor at 10:15 p.m. The building was too
damaged for the occupant to live in.
A fire broke out in a front-porch couch in a house occupied
by 8 college students. The cause of the fire was a
carelessly discarded cigarette. This fire occurred 9
months after a similar fire, one block away, that claimed
the life of a University of St. Thomas student.
There were seven malicious fires after the WVU football
game against LSU. Prior to the weekend, 37 truckloads of
furniture and other combustibles were removed from the
streets. This was done under an abatement order to try
Page 369

Information compiled by Campus Firewatch ©2012 www.campus-firewatch.com ecomeau@campus-firewatch.com

Campus Incidents January 2000 to March 4, 2011
Sorted by Date
Unless otherwise indicated, this information was compiled from media sources and was not verified.

Date

School
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State

9/26/11

University of
Maryland

College Park

MD

9/26/11

Anderson
University
Indiana
University

Anderson

IN

Bloomington

IN

10/1/11

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y

Keyword
s

Academic
–
laboratory
Academic
1

Offcampus

Fatal

Synopsis
and reduce the number of these fires.
Two students were injured in a laboratory when a
chemical reaction occurred causing an explosion and fire.
The fire was relatively small.
A small fire broke out in a basement room. The fire was
caused by an overloaded power strip.
A fire broke out on October 1, 2011 and was reported
at 3:37 a.m. to the Bloomington Fire Department,
according to an interview by Campus Firewatch with
Bloomington Fire. The fire was in a three-story, 12unit apartment building called Terra Trace Apartments
which was equipped with smoke detectors and
manual pull stations in the common areas and
individual smoke alarms in the apartments. The
buildings were not equipped with automatic fire
sprinklers.
When fire department personnel arrived on the scene,
there was heavy smoke and fire coming from the
second and third stories on the north side of the
building (the first story was partially underground).
The apartment of origin was on the second floor on
the north side of the building.
According to the fire department, the victim was
found on the third floor in an apartment on the
southwest side of the building, remote from where the
fire broke out. The fire department rescued eight
people from balconies or windows during the fire and
fighters attacked the fire with a hoseline to protect
occupants trapped on the balcony above the fire and
they climbed down the outside of the building to
escape from the fire.
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Synopsis
During the investigation after the fire, it was found
that the circuit breaker, which was in a padlocked
panel, that powered the smoke detectors, horns and
strobes in the common areas was in the off position.
The day before the fire, the smoke alarm in the
victim’s apartment had been taken down “because it
was annoying” according to a statement made to the
fire department by one of the occupants. According
to the fire department’s report on the fire, one of the
occupants had pulled a manual pull station during the
fire but the alarm system did not activate.

10/7/11

University of
New
Hampshire

Durham

NH

Residence
hall

10/9/11

Tulane
University

New Orleans

LA

Greekfraternity

10/9/11

Penn State

Erie

PA

Off-campus

Sprinkler
save

The victim’s name is Renee Orhn, 19, a freshman from
Gary, Indiana. The cause of death was smoke
inhalation and, according to the autopsy report,
alcohol was a factor, reported the fire department.
The area of origin was in the ceiling of apartment D8
and the cause of the fire is believed to be electrical,
pending further investigation.
A fire in a residence hall was started by unattended
incense. The fire was controlled by the activation of the
building's automatic fire sprinkler system. Students were
able to reoccupy the building within an hour and a half.
A fire broke out in the Zeta Psi fraternity that had been
decorated for a Halloween party. The fire was reported at
4:25 a.m. and was not under control until 6:35 a.m.
Firefighters were hampered by the decorations which
included debris and tarps which made it difficult for
firefighters to find walls and doorways that had been
hidden. One fire fighter was injured. The fire is reported
to have started in the kitchen.
A fire in a laundry facility forced the evacuation of an offPage 371
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10/10/11

10/10/11

School
Erie, the
Behrend
College
Michigan
Tech
University
Texas A&M

City

State

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y

Keyword
s

campus apartment complex. No injuries were reported.

Houghton

MI

Off-campus

College
Station
Stony Brook

TX
NY

Residence
hall
Academic

10/10/11

Stony Brook
University

10/12/11

University of
Florida

Gainesville

FL

Academic

10/13/11

Sacramento
State
University
Eastern
Kentucky
University
Fordham
University

Sacramento

CA

Residence
hall

Arson

Richmond

KY

Residence
hall

Arson

New York

NY

Residence
hall

Sprinkler
save

10/14/11

University of
Arizona

Tucson

AZ

10/18/11

University of
South
Alabama

Mobile

AL

Support –
student
union
Residence
hall

Sprinkler
save

10/19/11

Ohio

Athens

OH

Residence

Arson

10/13/11

10/14/11

Synopsis

A fire in an off-campus house has destroyed a house
occupied by three students. No one was injured but the
students lost all of their possessions in the fire.
Smoke from cooking in a microwave activated the
building's fire alarm system.
A fire broke out on the roof of an academic building.
Renovations were being done on the roof at the time of
the fire.
A fire in the University of Florida Agricultural Center broke
out in a rooftop air conditioning unit, forcing the building to
close for the day.
Three fires were set in two residence halls, all within
minutes of each other. No further information was
available on the damage.
Several arson fires were set in a residence hall at Eastern
Kentucky University. The police department has made an
arrest in connection with these fires.
A fire was caused by electrical wiring in the basement of
Finlay hall. The fire, which broke out at approximately
9:00 a.m., was limited to the room of origin by the
activation of the building's automatic fire sprinkler system.
A small fire in a restaurant broke out when there was a
gas leak.
A fire broke out in a kitchen in an on-campus apartment
complex at about 8:07 p.m. The fire activated a smoke
alarm and the building's automatic fire sprinkler system
which controlled the fire. No one was at home at the time
of the fire.
A fire in a residence hall was determined to be arson. Fire
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10/20/11

Emporia
State
University

Emporia

KS

2

Occupanc
y
hall

Keyword
s

Offcampus

Fatal

Synopsis
damage was largely confined to the room where the fire
was started with other nearby rooms having some smoke
and heat damage.
A fire occurred in a single family home that had been
converted into three apartments, according to
Emporia Fire Marshal Tom Andrews, with two
apartments on the first floor and one in the basement.
The call came into the fire department from a
passerby and when the fire department arrived on the
scene there was smoke coming from the building.
When fire fighters entered the building they found the
two victims in the living room on the first floor and it
appeared that they had been attempting to escape
when they were overcome. The cause of death was
smoke inhalation.
The area of origin was on the first floor and was
caused by combustibles being placed too close to a
floor furnace. Andrews reported that they did not find
any smoke alarms in the apartment where the victims
were located and that the fire caused light to medium
damage that was confined to the apartment of origin.

10/20/11

10/20/11

San Jose
State
University
Sacramento

San Jose

CA

Academic

Arson

Sacramento

CA

Academic

Arson

The students have been identified as Yawei Fan, a
sophomore studying chemistry, and Zheng Lin, a
master's student in the Department of English,
Modern Languages and Journalism. Both were from
the Liaoning province in China and have been
attending ESU since 2009.
Two signs in a classroom building were set on fire,
causing $200 in damage.
Two fires broke out in classroom buildings. The first was
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State
University

10/20/11
10/22/11

10/25/11

10/28/11

10/28/11

10/31/11

10/31/11

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y
–
classroom

University of
Colorado
University of
Vermont

Boulder

Co

Exterior

Burlington

VT

Residence
hall

University of
California Los
Angeles
Michigan
State
University

Los Angeles

CA

East Lansing

MI

Academic
–
laboratory
Greek –
fraternity

University of
Toledo
Medical
Center
Various
schools

Toledo

OH

Lodging

Boston

MA

Off-campus

Curry College

Milton

MA

Residence
hall

Keyword
s

Sprinkler
save

Sprinkler
save,
arson

Synopsis
reported at 2:58 p.m. in Mendocino hall and,
approximately 15 minutes later, a second one broke out
across campus in Mariposa Hall. No one was injured in
the fires which were considered suspicious.
A couch in the street in an area that is predominantly offcampus student housing was set on fire.
A fire in a residence hall at 3:02 a.m. was controlled by the
activation of the building's automatic fire sprinkler system.
The fire was caused by a student using a lighter to ignite
some artificial vegetation. A single sprinkler head
controlled the fire and damage is estimated to be $10,000
to $15,000. Students were able to reoccupy their rooms.
A fire broke out in a laboratory containing hazardous
materials. No further information was available.
Multiple fires were set in a fraternity during a Halloween
party. The most significant one was controlled by the
activation of the building's automatic fire sprinkler system.
According to fire officials, there were hundreds of people
attending the party and a number of them were so
intoxicated that they did not respond to the fire alarm and
had to be extricated by fire fighters.
An electrical fire in a restaurant adjacent to the hotel broke
out at 5:15 a.m. and was quickly brought under control.

A fire that was started because of lint buildup in a dryer
caused $1.2 million in damage to two off-campus houses.
The fire broke out at 12:45 a.m. during an unusual
snowstorm forcing 60 people from the two adjacent
structures out into the street.
A fire in a second story bathroom forced the evacuation of
the residence hall. The cause of the fire is believed to be
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Occupanc
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School

11/3/11

Rhode Island
College

Providence

RI

Academic

11/3/11

Boston
University

Boston

MA

11/8/11

Washington
State
University

Pullman

WA

Academic
–
laboratory
Residence
hall

11/18/11

University of
California
Berkeley
University of
Wisconsin

Berkeley

CA

Off-campus

Madison

WI

Exterior

11/25/11

Ramapo
College

Mahwah

NJ

Residence
hall

11/26/11

University of
Kansas

Lawrence

KS

Academic

11/26/11

University of
Kansas

Lawrence

KS

11/29/11

Elon
University

Elon

NC

Academic
–
laboratory
Residence
hall

11/30/11

Keystone

Towanda

PA

11/20/11

City

Fatalitie
s

Date

Academic

Keyword
s

Synopsis
electrical.
A fire broke out in the college's Art Center during a jewelry
making class and was quickly extinguished. Classes were
cancelled because of the smoke damage.
A fire broke out in a laboratory at approximately 5:30 p.m.
and was extinguished by Boston fire fighters.

Sprinkler
save

Sprinkler
save,
cooking

A student accidentally lit his clothes on fire, suffering
severe injuries, and was flown to a hospital in Seattle due
to the extent of his injuries. He is currently in satisfactory
condition. According to media reports he was igniting
isopropyl alcohol in his room when some spilled onto his
clothing.
A fire in an off-campus building that destroyed 39
apartments and displaced 70 people, most of them
students, was caused by elevator machinery.
A fire in an eight-foot window well broke out in a pile of
leaves and was extinguished by a security guard using a
fire extinguisher. There was light to moderate smoke in
the basement and first floor of the building.
A fire in a wall heater in a residence hall caused smoke
damage and has forced the relocation of 16 students. The
fire broke out on Friday during Thanksgiving break.
A fire in an academic building broke out at 7:26 a.m. on
Thanksgiving weekend. The fire was controlled by the
activation of the building's automatic fire sprinkler system.
A refrigerator in a chemistry lab is believed to be the
cause of a fire that broke out on Saturday at 7:15 a.m.
A fire that was started by a student cooking was
extinguished by activation of the building's automatic fire
sprinkler system.
A fire was reported at approximately 5:30 a.m. in the
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College

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y
– arts

Keyword
s

Couch,
space
heater

11/30/11

Western
Washington
University

Bellingham

WA

Off-campus

12/2/11

Unknown
school

Remerton

GA

Off-campus

12/4/11

Davidson
College

Davidson

NC

Residence
hall

1/11/12

University of
Arizona

Tucson

AZ

Greek –
sorority

1/11/12

University of
Florida

Gainesville

FL

Academic
–
laboratory

1/12/12

Bethel
University

Arden Hills

MN

Hostel fire,
internation
al

1/14/12

Unknown
school

Duluth

MN

Off-campus

1/16/12

Suffolk

Boston

MA

Off-campus

Sprinkler
save

Deck

Synopsis
college's Art Center building. The fire was contained to
one section of the building.
A fire destroyed an off-campus house occupied by five
students. The fire broke out at approximately 2:30 a.m.
near a couch on the first floor. It is believed that a
portable heater was the cause of the fire.
Six students were burned out of their off-campus
apartment by a fire. One student suffered burns to arms
and face when he attempted to control the fire. Eighteen
people were forced out of their apartments by the fire.
A fire in a kitchen was started by burnt food on the stove
and was extinguished by a campus police officer prior to
the fire department's arrival. Emergency personnel spent
an hour clearing smoke from the building.
A fire in the Alpha Phi sorority that was caused by an
electrical malfunction in a television set was controlled by
the activation of the building's automatic fire sprinkler
system. The fire was reported at 4:23. p.m. and all 56
occupants safely evacuated.
An explosion in a chemistry lab caused minor injuries to
one student and closed the laboratory for at least one day
while it was decontaminated. The incident occurred at
approximately 5:45 p.m.
Students from Bethel University escaped a fire in a hostel
in Brussels, Belgium. There were 28 students and several
faculty members staying in the hostel when the fire broke
out. According to media reports, three of the students had
been left behind when the others escaped but ""woke up
and noticed the fire and escaped without injury.
A deck fire damaged a house occupied by four college
students. The fire spread quickly into the house and
caused significant damage.
A student woke to the sound of a fire alarm in her four
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City
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Fatalitie
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Occupanc
y

Keyword
s

University

1/16/12

University of
Maryland

College Park

MD

Academic
–
laboratory

1/19/12

University of
Texas
Southwestern
Medical
Center
Casper
College

Dallas

TX

Medical
center

Casper

WY

Residence
hall

Virginia
Commonwealt
h University
University of
Massachusett
s

Richmond

VA

Off-campus

Space
heater

Amherst

MA

Exterior

Arson

1/20/12

1/21/12

1/22/12

Sprinkler
save

Synopsis
story building. but did not immediately react because she
thought that her roommate had burned food. When she
heard the fire apparatus outside, she realized that she
needed to evacuate. By this time the smoke had built up
in the corridor and she was not able to escape. She
called her roommate and asked what to do and was
directed to the rear stairway. She attempted to get out but
was overcome by smoke and had to be rescued by a fire
fighter. While the cause of the fire has not been
determined at press time, the fire investigation report
states that someone was doing some cleaning using
linseed oil and put the rags away in the basement area
where the fire started.
Considerable damage was caused by an electrical fire in a
laboratory. The fire was controlled by the activation of the
building's automatic fire sprinkler system until it was
extinguished by the fire fighters.
A fire broke out between the 12th floor and the roof in a
new building that was occupied and where construction
was still being done. The fire occurred at approximately
8:30 a.m.
A heating unit's motor burned out, filling a first-floor
residence hall room with smoke. Students were
evacuated for approximately 20 minutes.
A fire in an off-campus house occupied by three students
was caused by a space heater in the bedroom. Students
were alerted to the fire by a smoke alarm.
January 22, 2012
Arson fires
University of Massachusetts Amherst
Amherst, Massachusetts
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1/22/12

School

Boston
University

City

Boston

State

MA

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y

Keyword
s

Synopsis
A 21-year-old UMass student was arrested and charged
with setting a dumpster on fire at an off-campus apartment
complex. The arrest follows a string of six dumpster fires
that have been occurring in the neighborhood.
A fire in a 2-1/2 story off-campus house hospitalized
seven BU students. One of the students was forced to
jump from a second story window and was hospitalized
with critical injuries. The building was destroyed by the
fire, which is under investigation.

Off-campus

According to the Boston Fire Department, the call came in
shortly after 7:00 a.m. and the building was fully involved
with fire upon arrival. All of the occupants had escaped
from the building and fire fighters did an exterior,
defensive fire attack because of the extensive fire and
damage that had occurred.

1/25/12

HampdenSydney
College

HampdenSydney

VA

Residence
hall

1/29/12

University of
Wisconsin La

La Crosse

WI

Residence
hall

couch

The occupants were all members of the Sigma Alpha Mu
fraternity.
A theme house was completely destroyed by a fire. The
building, which is owned by Hampden-Sydney College
and was home to nine students, is called the Tiger Athletic
Club (TAC). The fire originated in a couch on a porch and
during the evening spread into the building. The first call
came into the fire department at 4:12. a.m. The building's
smoke alarms were activated and alerted the occupants to
evacuate. Two students were injured, one seriously, with
second and third degree burns on his body. This student
was injured when he went back into the building to attempt
to rescue another student who was able to escape the fire
by himself.
A fire that originated in the basement lounge of a
residence hall has displaced 271 students for the entire
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Keyword
s

Crosse

1/29/12

Alma College

Alma

MI

Greek –
fraternity

2/2/12

Portland State
University

Portland

OR

Residence
hall

2/4/12

Dartmouth
College

Hanover

NH

Greeksorority

2/5/12

Midwestern
State

Wichita Falls

TX

Off-campus

Sprinkler
save

Synopsis
semester. The fire, which is considered suspicious,
started in a couch at approximately 4:23 a.m. According
to fire officials, all students were out of the building when
the first units arrived on the scene. One student was
hospitalized following the fire which caused extensive
damage to the building's electrical system.
A fire that is believed to have started from careless
disposal of smoking materials destroyed the Tau Kappa
Epsilon fraternity. The fire broke out in the universityowned building at approximately 2:15 a.m. All 11 students
were able to get out of the building safely.
A fire in a 10-story residence hall's trash chute was
controlled by the activation of the building's automatic fire
sprinkler system. About 300 students were evacuated
from the building shortly after 2:00 a.m. but were allowed
back in by approximately 4:00 a.m. The cause of the fire
is under investigation.
A fire caused by a ceiling fan broke out in the Epsilon
Kappa Theta sorority at approximately 5:44 p.m. In an
interview with Campus Firewatch, Hanover Fire Chief
Roger Bradley reported that a resident woke up and
smelled smoke and activated the building's fire alarm
system which sent a signal to college security and to the
fire department. Units were already on campus, having
responded to another alarm, and were quickly on the
scene. The fire, which was in the void space between
floors, was quickly extinguished. The building is equipped
with an automatic fire sprinkler system but the fire did not
get large enough to activate it. Three of the 23 occupants
had to be given temporary lodging due to the damage to
their rooms.
A fire that started in a fire place flue destroyed seven
apartments and damaged five more, displacing 11 people,
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University

2/6/12

Arizona State
University

Tempe

AZ

Residence
hall

2/9/12

University of
West Florida

Pensacola

FL

Support –
athletics

2/9/12

University of
Pikeville
SUNY Canton

Pikeville

KY

Off-campus

Canton

NY

Academic
–
laboratory

2/11/12

Creighton
University

Omaha

NE

Off-campus

2/12/12

Winona State
University

Winona

MN

Off-campus

2/10/12

Sprinkler
save

Synopsis
a number of them students from Midwestern State
University. The fire broke out at approximately 9:15 p.m.
and spread into the attic space.
A fire in a residence hall broke out in a trash can. In an
interview with Campus Firewatch, Tempe PIO Mark
Reichling reported that fire crews had responded to the
building on a report of a burning odor. As they were
investigating they came across smoke on the 6th floor. As
they entered the room, the inrush of oxygen caused the
fire to flare up which activated the room's automatic fire
sprinkler. Students were able to reoccupy the building
within several hours.
A small fire broke out in the laundry room of a gym
building at approximately 11:00 a.m. It was quickly
extinguished by fire fighters.
A fire destroyed the off-campus home of a student. No
other details are available.
A fire caused significant damage in a laboratory and
resulted in the entire campus being closed for over a week
as air sampling was done throughout the campus. Nearby
St. Lawrence University is providing laboratory space for
SUNY students to use. There was no one in the lab at the
time of the fire. The building in which the fire occurred is
connected to two other buildings which may also have
been damaged by smoke. The fire is under investigation
at this time.
A fire in an off-campus house has destroyed the home of
three students. No one was injured. The cause of the fire
has not been determined at this point.
Three students were displaced by a fire that broke out in
their off-campus house at approximately 2:00 p.m. No
one was home a the time of the fire which destroyed most
of the second story.
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Date

School

City

State

Fatalitie
s

Occupanc
y
Residence
hall

2/12/12

St.
Bonaventure
University

Bonaventure

NY

2/12/12

University of
Hawaii

Manoa

HI

Administrat
ion

2/13/12

Casper
College

Casper

WY

Administrat
ion

Keyword
s
Arson

Synopsis
Two fires in a residence hall are believed to be arson. It
started when someone put flammable liquids in two
microwave ovens on first and second floor lounges and
turned them on. Fire broke out in one and smoke was
generated in the second. An alarm was activated at 6:11
a.m. Approximately 300 students had to be evacuated.
A fire in a building that housed financial records for the
University of Hawaii system destroyed the building. The
fire broke out at approximately 8:00 a.m. and was
detected when a security officer was making routine
rounds. It was reported that the building's smoke alarm
system was ""in testing mode."" Paper records were
destroyed in the fire but, according to the University, a
number of other records involving payroll and student
loans were either stored in another location or were
electronically stored elsewhere and can be reconstructed.
The cause of the fire is reported to be an electrical
malfunction.
A fire involving rolls of toilet paper broke out in a restroom
at an administration building. No injuries were reported.
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